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I was having a conversation with a friend of mine. She’s embroiled in a 
controversy with her family. In my judgment, the controversy itself is less 
important than the potential fallout. There is so much tension, anger, 
disappointment, and frustration - a great deal of hurt on both sides. The worst 
part is that my friend said, “If all of this happens, I will never forgive them.”  
 
I know enough from my family’s life and the lives of other families to know 
that we can all get to this point with one another. What happens after it is 
crucial. Do we get to “I’ll never forgive them” and then back down? Or do we 
think “I’ll never forgive them” and then keep going in that anger? 
 
Jesus is speaking to this kind of situation in the Gospel today. Every Sunday, 
every time we read the Gospel, Jesus offers a challenging message - but, oddly 
in my estimation, the challenge is less about the demands of rules or about 
justice or about right judgment…the demands are about mercy. This mercy is 
the nature of Christ’s love - not just mercy as kindness to others who do what 
is right, but mercy as a gift, given to bring about what is right. 
 
“Come to me…” says Jesus. Rest in the fray. “Take my yoke and learn from me.” 
This image of the oxen yoke - an oxen yoke is meant to be fit as comfortably as 
possible, to enable the two partners to work together effectively. 
 
Christ is seeking that kind of companionship with us - to gently guide us 
toward the mercy he offers - and - to promote what is right and good by 
mercy. 
 
In the Eucharist, Christ yokes himself to us, to our minds - so that we may see 
and understand mercy in this act and choose it for ourselves despite the cost. 


