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Today’s Gospel picks up where we left off last week. John the Baptist is preaching, and people are 
responding. How do I sustain this change? What should we do? How will we practice this new life 
that is happening in me? John the Baptist’s answer is – less is more. 

This is a key response. People with two coats should share with those who have none. It reminds 
me of my two oldest nephews, who are two years apart. Matthew, the oldest one, though, is an only 
child by disposition. His clothes were his clothes. Michael, the younger one, quickly matched his 
size in high school, but Matthew resisted sharing. Later, when the youngest grew older, Michael 
was gracious in sharing with Matthew.  

This Sunday, the Scripture invites us to look at the economy of salvation – the day-to-day 
household management of the reign of God. It invites us to sustained sharing. There is the famous 
image of hell and heaven. People are seated at either side of a long table filled with delicious food – 
but they have only five-foot long forks. They cannot feed themselves with the forks and so are 
starving – this is hell. With the forks, though, they can feed each other across the table and so are 
satisfied – this is heaven. This sustained sharing is evident here in our community as we care for 
our sister parish in Honduras; share with our neighbors through Helping Hands; support the 
Christian Service initiatives with the cards and gifts for the giving tree – again and again.  

Christ’s style contrasts with John the Baptist’s style. For John, the call to conversion precedes the 
call to communion. With Jesus, the call to communion is what precipitates conversion. In Holy 
Eucharist – Holy Communion – less is more. The little gifts that seem like nothing are actually gifts 
beyond measure. 

As we ask ourselves – what shall we do? – we are challenged to answer in a way that sustains our 
faith, our new life, by sharing with others that which sustains their life and perhaps their new faith. 
That is how the Kingdom of God grows! 


