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What are we celebrating today? The Magi coming to Christ? Or the light of Christ dawning 
on the Magi? I’d opt for the latter. The star was the natural expression God used to draw 
the Magi to Christ and all that He offers as the Light of the World. 

I’m sure their journey was long and arduous, but, when they arrived, they were warmly 
welcomed and fulfilled. They returned by a different route – and not just like taking the 
Mass Pike or 495. They returned different people. They were Gentiles, come to pay 
homage to the King of the Jews – not to Herod in the royal palace of Jerusalem, but to 
Mary’s Son in the humble surroundings of Bethlehem. Their presence at the beginning of 
St. Matthew’s Gospel prepares us to hear the last words Jesus speaks at the end of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel: “Go forth and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

There are two things for us to consider today. First, to whom are we grateful for our faith 
in Christ? Who worked like the star for us? And second, what implications does Christ’s 
light have in our lives?  

To whom am I grateful? Who worked like the star in my life? My parents and the Sisters of 
St. Joseph who taught me in grammar school…I had years of living in the light of Christ and 
enjoying His friendship. Through that light, I was able to see and choose my vocation…And 
also the community of faith, as intimate as my dearest friends and yet as full as the Church 
throughout the world.  

What are the implications of Christ’s light in my life? The challenge of the Gospel, calling us 
to become people of the light. But it all begins with hospitality. Epiphany could be the feast 
of our parish. Our Lady welcomed the strangers into her home to meet Christ in a living, 
life-changing way. Our Lady’s Parish welcomes strangers – the tentative Catholic, non-
Catholics, ardent Catholics, young and old, great and humble, saintly and sinners, people of 
every race, gay and straight – to meet Christ in a living, life-changing way. 

Eucharist is about thanksgiving to God. As we come to the Eucharist today, let’s be grateful 
for our faith in Christ and for all who brought us to Him and keep us in Him. Let’s give the 
gift of welcome to one another in His name and by His power, no matter what – for this gift 
is more precious than gold or frankincense or myrrh.  

  


