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“We don’t have enough.” I call it “scarcity thinking”. We don’t have enough money. We don’t 
have enough volunteers. We need better ideas, better energy, more faith. “Scarcity 
thinking”. We need more. There’s not enough. 
 
That’s the mindset those disciples bring to Jesus in today’s gospel story. “We need more 
faith.” If you’re calling us to preach, to heal, to forgive, - we need more faith! Scarcity 
thinking. 
 
We know that feeling. I need to know more about my faith before I join an Arise group. I’ll 
put off increasing my offering until I have that raise. I’ll pray every day when I have a little 
more time.   
 
What’s Jesus response to that scarcity thinking? Hear what he says to those disciples and to 
us. You don’t need more. You only need the tiniest imaginable speck of faith. You have 
enough. 
 
It’s an incredible claim. But Jesus makes it. With a mustard seed’s worth of faith, you can do 
huge things. You see, faith is like a window. With a window, it can be six inches high or six 
feet. What matters is not the size of the window but the size of God faith lets you see. If God 
is really God, even a small window lets you see all the power and love of God. You have 
enough. 
 
Jesus gives us an example. He talks about a slave, the lowest on the social scale of his age. 
Faith leads you to do what you must with the gifts you have. But the key to the slave is that 
he serves someone else. That’s what faith calls us to be and do. We are to use the little we 
have to do whatever we can. As we grow in Christ, as we make our way in faith, our simple, 
constant task is to serve and give ourselves way to those God puts in our path.   
 
You have what you need, says Jesus. You are in the place God wants you to be. The littlest 
window of faith gives you entry to the overwhelming power of God. 
 
You can uproot trees. You can move mountains. With the tiniest grain of faith, God’s will 
can be done, and earth can be like heaven. Let us give thanks. 


