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Third Sunday of Advent—Liturgical Year A 
  

A few years ago, Reader’s Digest told of a woman looking for the perfect birthday card for her 
husband. She came across a card that seemed promising. Outside it said: “Sweetheart, you are the 
answer to my prayers!” She turned then to the message inside and was surprised to read: “You’re 
not what I prayed for exactly, but you must be the answer.” 

In a strange way, I wonder if John the Baptist had similar thoughts as he sat in Herod’s prison. John 
is obviously disappointed in Jesus. Jesus is not turning out, in John’s mind, to be much of a Messiah 
at all. The Messiah John had preached, “the one who would come after,” would sweep through the 
land with mighty force, drive out these oppressive Romans, and establish a Jewish kingdom full of 
power. But it's not happening. The reports John gets are all disappointing. No fire and brimstone. 
No divine retribution. No wrath and vengeance.  

So John sends some messengers to Jesus to ask a frank question: Is this all there is? Shall we wait 
for someone else? He’s frank and direct. John is simply asking whether Jesus is the Messiah.   

Jesus answers with equal simplicity. “Yes, I am.” He sums up his credentials in words taken directly 
from today’s first reading from Isaiah the prophet. The blind gain sight. Lame folks are walking. 
Lepers get cleansed. Corpses get their life back. The poor hear good news. 

Jesus invites John to consider the evidence. He also asks John for something more. He asks John to 
change his expectations.   

This Advent gospel is addressed to that part of us that doesn’t like change. It’s a message for 
listeners who like things the way they are. Jesus says he is changing things. The kind of change he 
brings is not the kind of change many people looked for or wanted. It’s much the same today. 

Can you get upset because blind people see and the dead are raised? Think about it. We live after 
the two bloodiest centuries in all human history. Millions were killed in our world by war, famine, 
persecution, and infant death. We coined the word “genocide” to describe how we do killing. We go 
to enormous expense and trouble to kill each other. Blind: We use the words “I see” when we agree 
with something. Lame? We say an idea “has legs” when it is getting supported. We speak of AIDS 
patients as desperate lepers and try to isolate them. Good news for the poor? Why should they get 
good news? Get a job! 

This is a gospel for people who don’t like change. When our enemies live, when ideas we don’t like 
get legs, we get angry. It was the same for Jesus. He changed things. He changed ways of seeing 
things.   

Look at that last saying: “Blessed is anyone who doesn’t take offense at me.” John the Baptist got it. 
The changes Jesus was making led people to sight, movement, knowledge, healing, new 
opportunity. 

You want stability? Jesus says stability is like death. He calls for change. He brings about change. 
People will kill him for his new ideas, for his new priorities. But John the Baptist “got it.”   

Every year we pray that Jesus will come. This year again he will surely come. But is Jesus really 
what we’re looking for? It’s a question worth asking. 

 


