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Have you had the experience of feeling uncomfortable and out of place at a meal? Several months 

ago, I was at dinner with a group of priests. One was making speeches. Another was rolling his eyes. 

The rest of us were listening. The speechmaker caught the eye roller and called him on it. The eye 

roller said, “You’re giving a sermon.” The speechmaker said, “Well, I’m sorry, but I want to talk 

about important things – I’m no good a small talk, like you are.” Gratefully, we were at dessert, and 

the meal ended shortly after! 

The Corinthians, in the passage that comes just before today’s second reading, were having some 

awkward moments together. They were a diverse community: rich and poor, men and women, 

young and old. The Sunday Eucharist included a common meal of those gathered in the homes of 

the wealthier members. The poor stood and watched the rich eat. Then they all shared the 

Eucharist.  

This is not a new phenomenon. In today’s Gospel, the disciples want to send the crowd home. Jesus 

wants to feed them. He multiplies the loaves and fish, and the disciples receive and share them. Paul 

sees the sharing of the richer with the poorer Christians as proclaiming the death of the Lord – not 

only in the ritual or sacrament but, because of the sacrament, in real, tangible ways. 

In Eastern Massachusetts, 300,000 people regularly use food pantries. The needs of many people 

are helped by the generosity of others, a sustained generosity. Christ is calling us to help, and we 

respond in a number of ways: Helping Hands, the work of the St. Vincent de Paul society, the 

Newton Food Pantry and other services, the Justice and Peace committee activities.  

The major focus of this feast is to proclaim the death and resurrection of the Lord by sustained 

attention to the poor and hungry. The Eucharist begets and develops generosity in us. Christ feeds 

us and gives us drink and calls us to do the same, to help others so that people are not 

uncomfortable at this table. 


