
St. Anthony de Padua  
Catholic Church 

 

PO Box 299 –  1523 Main Street,  
Danbury, TX 77534   

 

Archdiocese of Galveston – Houston   
 

His Eminence  

Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Archbishop 

 

 

 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 29, 2021 

Please continue to keep Fr. Joseph, all the sick; those in our 

daily prayer, those on our prayer list in your prayers.   

Please continue to keep the Military and all the innocent fleeing 

Afghanistan in your prayers.   

Please keep our Nation in prayer.  

Please pray for an end to Abortions.   

Please pray for all who are in Disaster Areas in your prayers.  

Pray for those who struggle and who are anxious.    

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the 

day long.  O Lord, you are good and forgiving,  

Full of mercy to all who call to you.  

The Gospel is from St. Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23.  

When Christ came on earth the Scribes and Pharisees were the religious leaders of the Jews. The Scribes, so called because of their 

knowledge of the Mosaic Law and the traditions added on to it, were the elite among the Pharisees who prided themselves on their strict, 

rigorous observance of the Law and the human traditions. The Pharisees had no time or no understanding for their fellow-Jews who often 

violated the scribal traditions — and even the Law of Moses itself sometimes. For this reason they kept themselves apart from the ordi-

nary people and developed a proud superiority complex. They performed many acts of virtue but their pride and sense of self-sufficiency 

vitiated their good deeds (see the description of the Pharisee and the tax-gatherer in the temple, in Lk. 18: 10-14). The opposition of the 

Pharisees and Scribes to Jesus began very early in his public life. It grew in strength daily until, with the help of the Sadducees, their arch-

opponents, they finally nailed him to the cross. 

The main reason why they opposed him so bitterly was his mercy, kindness and understanding for sinners. He ate with tax-gatherers and 

made one of them, Levi, an Apostle. He forgave the adultress and many, many others. While he certainly did not approve of sin, he never 

uttered a hard word against any sinner. He had come, as he said, to call sinners to himself and to repentance. This he did all through his 

public life. He objected to the Pharisees, not because of their strict observance of the Mosaic Law nor of their insistence on human tradi-

tions — although they sometimes carried this to an intolerable extreme. He objected because they despised the lowly people, the unedu-

cated in the law and traditions — those, in other words, who did not belong to their own exclusive class. To the Pharisees all these were 

"sinners," while they themselves had the worst sin of all — the original sin of mankind, the sin of pride. 

In today's encounter with the Pharisees, Jesus tells them that they are hypocrites: "they honor God with their lips but their heart is far from 

God"; they obey the Law and the traditions, not to please God, but to be seen and admired by men; their motive, self-glorification, vitiates 

every otherwise good act they perform. Christ then addresses the people — the crowds who most likely had overheard his dialog with the 

Pharisees — and he tells them that it is not legal or cultic uncleanliness that matters, but cleanliness of the heart before God. Eating with 

unwashed hands, or using unwashed vessels for drinking, does not defile a man, this does not make him less worthy before God. It is not 

from things outside him that a man incurs defilement but from his own innermost self. Every serious sin against God and neighbor has its 

beginning within a man, in his intellect and will; the evil design is the forerunner and instigator of the evil deed. 

The Pharisees should have known all this. They did know it. They knew very well that before a man breaks any of the commandments of 

God he must first plan and decide to break it; it was not their theology that was defective but their practice. They despised their neighbors 

and called fellowmen "sinners," because through ignorance they violated many of the man-made precepts the Pharisees had added to the 

Law of Moses. There were also fellow-Jews of theirs who violated the law itself, but it was not their right to judge or condemn much less 

excommunicate them, as they so often did in practice. 

Christ condemned the Pharisees by word and deed. He was merciful, kind and understanding to all sinners. He forgave sin and promised 

forgiveness to all who would repent of their past misdeeds. Not only that: for he left to his followers for all time his sacrament of mercy 

and forgiveness, by means of which they could have their sins forgiven by his minister, acting in his name. Should we ever forget all he 

has done for us and disobey in a serious way any of his commandments, let us remember that we are not excluded from his company as 

the sinners were excluded by the Pharisees: we have banged the door on ourselves but he has given us the key with which to reopen it. Let 

us never be so foolish as to fail to use that key. 

--Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M. 

Fr. Damian at St. Joseph Seminary College in Louisiana has offered 
three Masses for the spiritual welfare of St. Anthony’s parishioners 
and for everyone’s physical well being at this time.   

The Office of Aging Ministry offers a variety of practical and pastoral 
planning resources on their website. The resources address: • Caregiv-
ing • Aging in place • End-of-life planning For more information, contact 
the Office of Aging at 713-741-8712; visit their webpage at https://
www.archgh.org/aging or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
Office-of-Aging-Ministry-Archdiocese-of-Galveston-
Houston113054663832133  



Please remember the sick, their families, all who suffer in body and mind, in your daily prayers. 

Pray for our Community, Military and their families through this time.  

For Peace and more vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life.  

Prayer to Saint Joseph 
To you, O blessed Joseph, 
do we come in our tribulation, and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse,  
we confidently invoke your patronage also.  Through that charity which bound you 
to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love 
with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the 
inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power and 
strength to aid us in our necessities.   O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, de-
fend the chosen children of Jesus Christ;  O most loving father, ward off from us every 
contagion of error and corrupting influence;  O our most mighty protector, be kind to us 
and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. As once you res-
cued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God's Holy Church from the 
snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant 
protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, 
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in 
heaven.  Amen. 

During this Coronavirus pandemic, many are tempted to fear, anxiety and perhaps even 
despair.  Some have lost their precious lives, some have lost those whom they love, 
some have suffered through the debilitating effects of this illness, some have lost their 
jobs, their income, and most have encountered much disruption to the normal flow of 
their daily lives. 
Every crisis in life is also an opportunity to turn to our beloved Savior in trust and com-
plete abandonment so as to rest in His merciful hands.  To rest in the hands of God 
means we are secure, despite the uncertainty of life.  It means we are free to love God 
and others, despite the challenges we face. It means we raise our eyes to Heaven, rather 
than look down in fear. 

G K S T I U R F T S R I F E E 

R D E C R E E S P O J U G S U 

E N T E R S E E S I R A H P N 

E O U D E L U D I N G T E U W 

D I T N C E D S G W E F A C A 

W S A L N N D E F I L E R U S 

I S T C A R T B U S F H E N H 

D E S L V F U B E D S T R C E 

O S E C R O W D D O E R S L D 

W S T N E M D N A M M O C E N 

S O U L S N A H P R O S T A T 

A P T I B N J E D B Y N T N H 

S H A D O W E O W M A L I C E 

O R T E C N E G I L L E T N I 

L D S R E D L E P N F O L L Y 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Word Search:  

Beds, Commandments, Crowd, Cups, Decrees, 

Defile, Deluding, Doers, Elders, Enjoin, Enter, 

Firstfruits, Folly, Gift, Greed, Hearers, Intelligence, 

Jugs, Land, Malice, Observance, Orphans, Phari-

sees, Planted, Possession, Shadow, Souls, Statutes, 

Statutes, Subtract, Theft, Unclean, Unwashed, 

Widows, Wisdom 
 

[ 30 ] Remaining letters spell out what? 

St. Anthony’s Parish would like to 

extend our Prayers and Sympathy to 

the Family of Barbara Burwick, sister 

to Delores Clinton, who passed away 

this week. Please keep Barbara and 

the Family in your prayers.  May 

Eternal Rest be granted to Barbara, O Lord…   May 

her soul rest in peace.  Amen!!!  

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only, 
deluding yourselves.”  Learn how to have a 
holy marriage by participating in the next 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on 
September 10-12, 2021 and November 5-7, 
2021. Contact Brian & Tina Little at 281-773-
4014 for more information.  Or go on-line 
to houstonme.org. An inviting video may be 
viewed at http://houstonme.org or https://
youtu.be/UbX70a49QUs 

Pro-Life Corner:  The reason abortion and eu-
thanasia have gone unchecked is because many 
of today’s religious and political leaders do not 
obey natural law and God’s law. Bishop Sheen 
stated “Civilization is always in danger when 
those who have never learned to obey are given 
the right to command.”  

The  Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court St John the Baptist in Alvin, invites all 
women and men, to their Day of Reflection - “Loved Poured Out … Living a Life of 
Mercy” on Saturday, October 2, 2021 from 8 AM to 1 PM at St. John the Baptist Catho-
lic Church. We welcome guest speaker, Trish Short, best known by Catholics from 
EWTN Global Catholic Television Network, where Trish is one of the singers and the 
producer of “The Chaplet of Divine Mercy in Song”. Many of you will recall singing 
this chaplet at the Women’s ACTS retreats. In addition to Trish’s talk the day includes 
Mass at 8 AM as well as breakfast and lunch.  
Tickets are on sale for $20 at St. Anthony’s Church Office for now. For more infor-
mation, contact Nancy Goodnight at stjohnaff@gmail.com 

Al & Judy Priselac  
Melissa & Rex Rayl  
Joe Rivera 
Betty Jo Ritz 
Janice Roberts  
Walter Barret Robinson  
Joe & Amanda Romero  
Charles & Mildred Scott  
Elva Solis  
Christina Stanton  
Arnold Svoboda 
Rey Tenorio   
Carol Tesch  
Will Thomson 
Nancy Veselka  
Florin & Maureen Vrazel 
Jeanette Vrazel  
Pat & Louis Vrazel  
Michael Ward      
Nathan Whatley                                                                                            
Gerald Wittman  
Charlotte Wollam  
 

Kyle Atkins  
Jannis Baldwin  
Ken Barchak  
Mike Bargas   
Tracy Bazar  
Larry Blasuis  
Eleanor Boeker 
Evelyn & Lee Boeker 
Marvin & Rosemary Bozarth 
Rachael Breaux  
Steve & Deidra Breaux  
Barbara Burwick  
Edna Cadenhead  
Jane Carlile  
Terri Cambiano  
Luke Carrillo  
Andy Christian  
Dolores Clinton 
Kevin Cook  
John Cook  
Mike & Pixie Dattalo  
Joyce Dixon  
Kacie Dziuk  

Geoff Evans  
Robert Fief 
Ben Filipp  
Clarence Gardovsky  
Jacko Garrett   
Carrie Gore 
Sharon Gore  
Donna Hill  
Libby Jez  
Dorothy Prihoda Jones  
Sherolyn Kennel  
Mary Helen Knape  
Charles Kolafa  
Audra Le Normand  
Evelyn Lassman  
Billy “Preacher” LeCompte  
Lynette LeCompte  
Shirley LeCompte  
Adan Lewis  
Thomas Lewis   
Laura Linkenhoker  
Barbara Mager  
 

Billie Jean Matheson  
Kimberly Martin  
Janet Maxey   
Donald McAninch  
Brigid McDonald Family 
Al McEndree  
Doug McKay  
Kim McNeeley  
Guy McNeil  
Eddy Garcia-Meitin  
Ana Mercado  
Valentina Morales  
Randy Newton  
Mary & Henry Novak  
Peggy Novak 
Fr. Joseph Nguyen 
Johnny Olsovsky, Jr.  
Melanie Peltier  
Tricia Wollam Perk  
Ronnie & Gena Peters  
Ann Phillips  
Leona Popp  
Emil Prihoda  

Employment Opportunities The Archdiocese 
has job openings in several departments and in 
parishes and schools across the Archdiocese. 
See the latest job postings online at 
www.archgh.org/employment.  

The next Café Catholica Lite will be held in person at St. Ignatius of Loyola (7810 Cy-
presswood Dr, Spring) on Thursday, Sept. 23, from 7:00-8:45 p.m. Our speaker is Mi-
chael Gormley, a Catholic podcaster from St. Anthony in the Woodlands. His topic will 
be "Why did Jesus have to die? A Catholic theology of the Atonement." The night will 
include lite snacks, the talk, Q&A, and communal prayer. The talk will be available to 
view online as well (link available online at www.archgh.org/cafecatholica). For more 
information contact the Office for Young Adult and Campus Ministry at 
yacm@archgh.org or 713-741-8778. 
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