
St. Wolfgang 

Feast Day: October 31 

Patron Saint against Strokes, 
Paralysis, and Stomach Diseases; 
also a Patron Saint of carpenters 
and wood carvers 

Born in 934 in Swabia, Germany, to a family of counts, 
from the age of 7 he had an ecclesiastic as a tutor at his 
home and later he studied at the monastic school 
Reichenau under the Benedictines.  There he formed a 
strong friendship with Henry, brother of Bishop Poppo of 
Wurzburg, who he then followed to Wurzburg in order to 
attend at the cathedral school there and the lectures of the 
noted Italian grammarian, Stephen of Novara.  After Henry 
was made Archbishop of Trier in 956, he called his friend 
to Trier, where Wolfgang became a teacher in the 
cathedral school, and also labored for the reform of the 
archdiocese, even undergoing enmity for his efforts.  His 
residence at Trier greatly influenced his monastic and 
ascetic tendencies, as he came into connection with the 
great reformatory monastery of the tenth century, St. 
Maximin of Trier, where he made the acquaintance of 
Ramwold, the teacher of St. Adalbert of Prague.  After the 
death of Archbishop Henry of Trier, Wolfgang entered the 
Order of St. Benedict in the Abbey of Maria Einsiedeln, 
Switzerland. 

He was appointed head of the school receiving ordination 
in 968 by St. Ulrich (some accounts say 
971).  He joined a group of monks to 
preach among the Magyars of Hungary, 
but was then named Bishop of Ratisbon 
(now Regensburg) by Emperor Otto II in 
972.  As Bishop, he distinguished himself 

brilliantly for his reforming zeal and skills as a statesman.  
He brought the clergy of the diocese into his reforms, 
reformed monastaries, promoted education, preached 
enthusiastically, and was renowned for his charity and aid 
to the poor, receiving the title Eleemosynarius Major 
(Grand Almoner).  He also served as tutor to Emperor 
Henry II while he was king.  Henry II would later become 
a saint as well! 

Sometime after 978, he withdrew as a hermit to a solitary 
spot, now known as the Lake of St. Wolfgang, apprantly 
on account of a political dispute, but may also have been in 
the course of a journey of inspection of the Monastery of 
Mendsee which was under the direction of the bishops of 
Ratisbon.  He was discovered by a hunter and brought 
back to Ratisbon.  While traveling on the Danube to 
Austria, he fell ill at the village of Pupping, and was carried 

into the chapel of St. Othmar, where he passed away.  
Many miracles were performed at his grave and he was 
canonized in 1052.  Soon after his death, many churches 
chose him as their patron saint, and various towns were 
named after him.  At the request of the Abbey of St. 
Emmeram, the life of St. Wolfgang was written by Othlo, a 
Benedictine monk of St. Emmeram about 1050.   

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15682b.htm 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=2049  

 

Praying the Chaplet of St. Wolfgang 

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix:  Blessed Redeemer, St. 
Wolfgang was a monk and a bishop who had the gifts of 
teaching and healing.  He evangelized the pagan empire of 
his country’s enemy in order to reduce the threat of attack.  
Legend says that he forced Satan to help him build a 
church.  I ask him to pray for our celebration of All 
Hallow’s Eve, that it be converted from a glorification of 
the occult into a preparation for honoring the saints.  Help 
us to build up the Communion of Saints.  Teach us to 
evangelize those who are fascinated with fear, evil, and 
death.  Dear Jesus, fill them with Your love, Your grace, 
and Your holiness.  Saint Wolfgang, Pray for us.  Amen. 

On each set of 3 beads, pray an Our 
Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be. 

Closing Prayer on the Medal:  Dear 
Lord, Give us the grace put on the 
armor of God, that we may be able to 
resist on the evil day and, having done 
everything, to hold our ground.  Enable 
us to stand fast with our loins girded 

in truth, clothed with righteousness as a breastplate, and 
our feet shod in readiness for the Gospel of peace.  In Jesus’ 
Mighty Name, we pray.  
- Lord, help us to follow in your footsteps just as your 
Apostle Saint Wolfgang did, that we may be a good 
example to others.  Grant us the graces we need 
to be good disciples and always lead our friends on the 
path to holiness.  Saint Wolfgang, pray for us. 
- Lead me, holy Counselor, to know what to do with my 
life, how to make good decisions, and how to live life fully.  
Amen. 
https://www.catholicdoors.com/prayers/novenas/p04058.htm  
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