
 

Patron Saint of World Youth Day (Co-Patron) 

Karol Józef Wojtyła was born on May 
18, 1920, in Wadowice, Poland, the 
youngest of three children. Although he 
was born into a loving family, his early 
life was marked by suffering and loss. 
His older sister, Olga, died in infancy 

and, by the time Karol was twelve, his mother Emelia had 
died of kidney failure and his older brother, Edmund, had 
died heroically serving those stricken with scarlet fever. 
Known to his friends as Lolek, and growing under the 
loving guidance of his father, he was a vibrant youth, 
athletic, studious and a gifted theatrical performer. 

Young Karol attended Kraków’s Jagiellonian University in 
1938 where he studied Polish language, literature, theater 
and poetry. He also performed in local theatrical 
productions, co-founding the Rhapsodic Theater of 
Kraków. It was during this time that he met his spiritual 
mentor, Jan Tyranowski, and was introduced to the 
Carmelite mysticism of St. John of the Cross. This meeting 
profoundly changed the course of his life, leading him to the 
priesthood. However, his studies were interrupted when 
Nazi Germany invaded Poland in September 1939. 

In order to remain in the country, Karol was forced to work 
in a stone quarry as well as night shifts at the Solvay 
chemical plant. During this time, Karol suffered the loss of 
his father, who died of a heart attack on February 18, 1941. 
In 1944, he miraculously survived being hit by a German 
truck. Through all this, he recounts the maturing of his 
vocation and the formation of his priestly identity. 

Karol joined a clandestine seminary headed by 
Cardinal Sapieha and was ordained alone on the 
Feast of All Saints in 1946. He then traveled to 
Rome to continue his doctoral studies. Upon his 
return to Poland he was made assistant pastor of 
a parish in Niegowic, where he began his vital 
work with young people. 

After teaching in the Jagiellonian University for 
approximately five years and having been appointed to the 

Chair of Ethics at the Catholic University of Lublin, Fr. 
Wojtyła was consecrated auxiliary bishop of Kraków on 
July 4, 1958 - the youngest bishop in the history of Poland. 
Among the first to hear of his election were the young 
people who had accompanied him on many camping and 
hiking trips. 

Constantly concerned with the question of man, Bishop 
Wojtyła encouraged a spiritual and cultural resistance to 
the Communist occupation of Poland, giving his 
countrymen hope in the face of grave oppression.  Bishop 
Wojtyła attended the Second Vatican Council beginning in 
1962, where he provided a vital support to the seminal 
documents of the Council. His insight and gifts were also 

central in the final formulation of Humanae Vitae, which was 
promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 1968. Soon after, he was 
elevated to the College of Cardinals. 

Cardinal Wojtyła was elected Pope on October 16, 1978, 
and took the name John Paul II. He was 
the 263rd successor to Peter, and was to 
have one of the longest pontificates in 
the history of the Church, lasting nearly 
27 years. He retained his Episcopal 
motto, drawn from the profound insight 

of St. Louis de Montfort, “Totus Tuus – I 
am completely yours.” It would become 
increasingly clear to the world that this 
papacy was an incarnation of that motto 
and a direct response to Divine Love, 
which was profoundly expressed in his love for man. 

Immediately, John Paul II went out to the entire world 
with a vigorous missionary spirit. He embarked on 104 
apostolic journeys to 129 different countries, “to the 
uttermost parts of the earth” (Acts 13:47), beginning with 
the West, Mexico and the United States, for the sake of the 
Gospel. His love for young people led him to establish 
World Youth Day, celebrated 19 times during his 
pontificate, which attracted millions of young people from 
all over the world. The Pope’s concern for marriage and the 
family was clearly expressed in the establishment of the 
World Meeting of Families, his Wednesday catechesis on 
human love and the founding of the Pontifical John Paul II 
Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family. 

The Pope’s presence on the world stage began the gradual 
and peaceful removal of Communism from Eastern Europe, 
averted war between the nations of Chile and Argentina, 
and began the restoration of peace and the healing of 
division between the major world religions. 

On May 13, 1981, Pope John Paul II was the victim of an 
attempted assassination in St. Peter’s Square. Shocking the 
world, he exhibited extraordinary love and forgiveness 



when he made a 
personal visit to his 
attacker, Ali Agca, in 
Rebibbia Prison in 1983. 
Following his recovery, 
Pope John Paul II 
continued with his missionary activity, meeting with more 
than 17,600,000 pilgrims during General Audiences and 
countless millions of faithful during his subsequent 
pastoral visits throughout the world. He continued to meet 
with numerous government leaders during 38 official visits 
and 738 audiences and meetings held with heads of state, 
including two landmark speeches at the United Nations 
and 246 audiences with prime ministers. 

Suffering from the debilitating effects of Parkinson’s 
disease, the aftereffects of the wounds from the attempted 
assassination, multiple surgeries, and the loss of his voice, 
Pope John Paul II expressed in his last days the mystery of 
the Crucified Lord.  With hundreds of thousands of young 
people beneath the window of the papal apartment keeping 
candlelight vigil during the pope’s final agony, John Paul II 
whispered in response, “I have looked for you and you have 
come to me. Thank you.” Pope John Paul II died during the 
first vespers of Divine Mercy Sunday, April 2, 2005, at 9:37 
p.m., soon after he had uttered his final audible words, “Let 
me go to my Father’s house.” 

On April 28, 2005, Pope Benedict XVI announced that the 
normal five-year waiting period before beginning the cause 
of beatification and canonization would be waived for John 
Paul II. On May 1, 2011, Pope Benedict XVI beatified Pope 
John Paul II, and Pope Francis canonized Saint John Paul II 
alongside Saint John XXIII on April 27, 2014. 
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Saint Pope John Paul II Chaplet Prayers 

************ 

On the Crucifix Pray 

O Blessed Trinity, We thank you for having graced the 
Church with Pope John Paul ll and for allowing the 
tenderness of your Fatherly care, the glory of the Cross of 
Christ, and the splendor of the Holy Spirit, to shine 
through him.  Trusting fully in Your infinite mercy 
and in the maternal intercession of Mary, he has given us a 
living image of Jesus the Good Shepherd, and has shown us 
that holiness is the necessary measure of ordinary Christian 
life and is the way of achieving communion with You.  
Grant us, by his intercession, and according to Your will, 
the graces we implore, hoping that he will soon be 
numbered among Your saints.  Amen. 

On the first bead of each set, Pray the Our Father 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on Earth as it 
is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.   Amen. 

On the second bead of each set, Pray the Hail Mary 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with Thee.  Blessed art 
Thou among women and blessed is the fruit of Thy womb, 
Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death.  Amen. 

On the third bead of each set, Pray the Glory Be 

Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; 
World without end.  Amen 

 On the Medal Pray 

Oh, Saint John Paul, from the window of Heaven, grant us 
your blessing! Bless the church that you loved and served 
and guided, courageously leading it along the paths of the 
world in order to bring Jesus to everyone and everyone to 
Jesus. Bless the young, who were your great passion. Help 
them dream again, help them look up high again to find the 
light that illuminates the paths of life here on Earth.  May 
you bless families, bless each family! You warned of satan's 
assault against this precious and indispensable divine spark 
that God lit on Earth. Saint John Paul, with your prayer, 
may you protect the family and every life that blossoms 
from the family.  Pray for the whole world, which is still 
marked by tensions, wars and injustice. You tackled war by 
invoking dialogue and planting the seeds of love: pray for us 
so that we may be tireless sowers of peace.  Oh Saint John 
Paul, from Heaven's window, where we see you next to 
Mary, send God's blessing down upon us all. Amen.  

https://www.blessedbeadsrosaries.com/saint-john-paul-ii-2  
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THE CHAPLET OF THE HOLY FACE 

The following Chaplet of Reparation contains prayers 
composed by Sister Marie of St. Peter after Jesus asked her 
to battle in prayer against the “enemies of God.” 

All:  +In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

(On the first bead)  Leader:  My Jesus mercy!  
R:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen. 
(On the next three beads) 
Leader:  Arise, O Lord, and let Thy enemies be scatte

red. 
R:  And let those that hate Thee, flee from before 
Thy Face! 
 
In honor of all that Our Lord suffered in His Holy 

Face… 

 
1 – Leader: O Jesus, who endured a kiss of betrayal 

from Judas as well as the strikes and blows on His 

Holy Face from sinners  ….Have Mercy on us! 
Leader:  My Jesus mercy!   (“Our Father” bead) 
R:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen. 
(On the next six beads) 
Leader: Arise, O Lord, and let Thy enemies be scatter

ed. 
R: And let those that hate Thee, flee from before 
Thy Face! 
 
2 – Leader: O Jesus, whose ears were assaulted by the 

curses and blasphemies which issued from the lips of 

those whom He created in His love  ….Have Mercy on 

us! 
Leader: My Jesus mercy!  (“Our Father” bead) 
R:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen. 
(On the next six beads) 
Leader: Arise, O Lord, and let Thy enemies be scatter

ed. 
R: And let those that hate Thee, flee from before 
Thy Face! 
 
3 – Leader: O Jesus, whose eyes were filled with tears 

and blood, then shamefully blindfolded by those who 

refused to look upon Jesus who is the Truth …Have 

Mercy on us! 
Leader: My Jesus mercy!    (“Our Father” bead) 

All:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 
(On next six beads) 
Leader:  Arise, O Lord, and let Thy enemies be scatte

red. 
R:  And let those that hate Thee, flee from before 
Thy Face! 
 
4 – Leader: O Jesus, who suffered in His sense of 

smell, when His Holy Face was defiled and disfigured, 

covered with spittle and filth  ….Have Mercy on us! 
Leader: My Jesus mercy! (“Our Father” bead) 
All:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 
(On the next six beads) 
Leader:  Arise, O Lord, and let Thy enemies be scatte

red. 
R:  And let those that hate Thee, flee from before 
Thy Face! 
 
5 – Leader: O Jesus, whose adorable mouth was filled 

with vinegar and gall  ….Have Mercy on us! 
Leader: My Jesus mercy! (“Our Father” bead) 
All:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 
(On the next six beads) 
Leader: Arise, O Lord, and let Thy enemies be scatter

ed. 
R: And let those that hate Thee, flee from before 
Thy Face! 
 
Conclusion 
Leader: O God, our protector, look upon us. 
R: And look upon the Face of Thy Christ.   
Glory Be to the Father… 

Additional prayers that may be said at the 
end of the Chaplet.  
 
We ask the Blessed Mother to place in the midst of 
the Church’s enemies all the instruments of the 
passion. A kingdom divided against itself will fall, so 
may the enemies of the Church be divided. 
May God arise and let His enemies be scattered, and 
let those that hate Thee, flee from before Thy Face!   

May the thrice holy name of God overcome all their 
plans.  May the Holy Name of the Living God split 
them up by disagreements.  May the terrible name 
of the God of Eternity stamp out all their 



godlessness.  And because God wills not the death of 
a sinner, but that they may be converted and live, 
we pray —  Forgive them Father, for they know not 
what they do. 

The Golden Arrow Prayer 
 

MAY the most holy, most sacred, most adorable, most  
incomprehensible andineffable Name of God, be forever 
praised, blessed, adored, loved and glorified, in heaven,  

on earth, and in the hells, by all the creatures of God, and

 by theSacred Heart of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the most 
Holy Sacrament of the Altar. Amen. 

 
Jesus, may I seek your Face, may I learn to find it 
and to reflect it to others. May I know how to 
discover you in the ordinary happenings of my daily 
life.  Amen. 

 

History  

Many Catholics are unaware of the fact that this 
millennium was dedicated to the Face of Christ by Pope St. 
John Paul II. He lifted high before the Church the banner of 
the Holy Face of Jesus at the dawn of the millennium. The 
Face of Christ was to be the standard for the faithful to 
follow in this spiritual battle that exists in the world 
between light and darkness.  In ancient times, there existed 
a veil bearing the Face of Jesus, which by the order of the 
emperor Justin II, in the sixth century, was also carried into 
battle as a standard. The veil, considered a relic, was a 
divine inspiration to those fighting. It was “…created by 
God Himself and had not been woven or painted by 

man.” (Teofilakios Simokattes).  

In Veritatis Splendor Pope St. John Paul II writes, “As a result of 

that mysterious original sin, committed at the prompting of Satan, the 

one who is ‘a liar and the father of lies’ (Jn 8:44), man is constantly 

tempted to turn his gaze away from the living and true God in order to 

direct it toward idols (cf. 1 Thes 1:9), exchanging ‘the truth about God 

for a lie’ (Rom 1:25).  Man’s capacity to know the truth is also 

darkened, and his will to submit to it is weakened.  Thus, giving himself 

over to relativism and scepticism (cf. Jn 18:38), he goes off in search of 

an illusory freedom apart from truth itself.” 

“I dare to summon the whole Church bravely to cross this new 

threshold, to put into the deep, …so that now as in the past the great 

engagement of the Gospel and culture may show to the world ‘the 

glory of God on the Face of Christ’ (2 Cor 4:6). May the Lord 

bless all those who work for this aim.”    “May the Lord grant that in 

the new millennium, the Church will grow ever more in holiness, that 

she may become in history a true epiphany of the merciful and 

glorious Face of Christ the Lord.” ~Pope St. John Paul II 

 

 

There are many “Rosaries” or “Chaplets” in addition to the Rosary of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Little Chaplet of the Holy Face is a gem, 

which is not only very short, but also very powerful. The words of the 

Chaplet derive from Psalm 67 (68 in some Bibles). St. Athanasius 

relates that the devils, on being asked what verse in the whole Scripture 

they feared most, they replied, ‘That Psalm which begins: “Arise, O 

Lord, and let Thy enemies be scattered. Let those that hate Him flee 

before His Face!’ Then they are compelled to take flight.” 

The Chaplet of the Holy Face honors the five senses by which Our Lord 

Jesus suffered in His Holy Face. It is also offered in reparation for 

blasphemy, sacrilege and indifference by which God is offended, and to 

entreat God for the triumph of His Church and conversion of its 

enemies. 

The Symbolism of the Holy Face Chaplet: The Chaplet consists of 39 

beads. The Cross reminds us of the mystery of Our Redemption. The 33 

(“Hail Mary”, or small) beads represent the years of Our Lord’s 

mortal life on earth. *The three beads near the Cross represent the 

public years of Jesus’s Life. The remaining 30 (small) beads represent 

His hidden life. Chaplet is divided into five groups of six in honor of His 

five senses. The seven “Glory Be’s” which are said within the Chaplet 

represent the Seven Sorrows of Mary. 
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