
 

May 13 is the anniversary of the apparition of Our Lady 
to three shepherd children in the small village of Fatima 
in Portugal in 1917.  She appeared six times to Lucia, 9, 
and her cousins Francisco, 8, and his sister Jacinta, 6, 
between May 13, 1917 and October 13, 1917. 

The story of Fatima begins in 1916, when, against the 
backdrop of the First World War which had introduced 
Europe to the most horrific and powerful forms of 
warfare yet seen, and a year before the Communist 
revolution would plunge Russia and later Eastern 
Europe into six decades of oppression under militant 
atheistic governments, a resplendent figure appeared to 

the three 
children 
who were in 
the field 
tending the 
family sheep. 
“I am the 
Angel of 
Peace,” said 

the figure, who appeared to them two more times that 
year exhorting them to accept the sufferings that the 
Lord allowed them to undergo as an act of reparation for 
the sins which offend Him, and to pray constantly for 
the conversion of sinners. 

Then, on the 13th day of the month of Our Lady, May 
1917, an apparition of ‘a woman all in white, more 
brilliant than the sun’ presented itself to the three 
children saying “Please don’t be afraid of me, I’m not 
going to harm you.” Lucia asked 
her where she came from and she 
responded, “I come from 
Heaven.”  The woman wore a 
white mantle edged with gold 
and held a rosary in her hand. 
The woman asked them to pray 
and devote themselves to the 
Holy Trinity and to “say the 
Rosary every day, to bring peace 

to the world and an end to the war.” 

She also revealed that the children would suffer, 
especially from the unbelief of their friends and families, 
and that the two younger children, Francisco and 
Jacinta would be taken to Heaven very soon but Lucia 
would live longer in order to spread her message and 
devotion to the Immaculate Heart. 

In the last apparition the woman revealed her name in 
response to Lucia’s question:   “I am the Lady of the 
Rosary.” 

That same day, 70,000 people had turned out to witness 
the apparition, following a promise by the woman that 
she would show the people that the apparitions were 
true. They saw the sun make three circles and move 
around the sky in an incredible zigzag movement in a 
manner which left no doubt in their minds about the 
veracity of the apparitions.  By 1930 the Bishop had 
approved of the apparitions and they have been 
approved by the Church as authentic. 

The messages Our Lady imparted during the apparitions 
to the children concerned the violent trials that would 
afflict the world by means of war, starvation, and the 
persecution of the Church and the Holy Father in the 
twentieth century if the 
world did not make 
reparation for sins. She 
exhorted the Church to 
pray and offer sacrifices to 
God in order that peace 
may come upon the world, 
and that the trials may be 
averted. 

Our Lady of Fatima 
revealed three prophetic 
“secrets,” the first two of which were revealed earlier 
and refer to the vision of hell and the souls languishing 
there, the request for an ardent devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, the prediction of the Second 
World War, and finally the prediction of the immense 
damage that Russia would do to humanity by 
abandoning the Christian faith and embracing 
Communist totalitarianism.  The third “secret” was not 
revealed until the year 2000, and referred to the 
persecutions that humanity would undergo in the last 
century: “The good will be martyred; the Holy Father 
will have much to suffer; various nations will be 
annihilated'”.  The suffering of the popes of the 20th 
century has been interpreted to include the 
assassination attempt on Pope John Paul II in 1981, 
which took place on May 13, the 64th anniversary of the 



apparitions. The Holy Father attributed his escape from 
certain death to the intervention of Our Lady: “... it was 
a mother's hand that guided the bullet's path and in his 
throes the Pope halted at the threshold of death.” 

What is the central meaning of the message of Fatima? 
Nothing different from what the Church has always 
taught: it is, as Cardinal Ratzinger, former Pope 
Benedict the XVI, has put it, “the exhortation to prayer 
as the path of “salvation for souls” and, likewise, the 
summons to penance and conversion.” 

Perhaps the most well-known utterance of the 
apparition of Our Lady at Fatima was her confident 
declaration that “My Immaculate Heart will triumph”. 
Cardinal Ratzinger has interpreted this utterance as 
follows: “The Heart open to God, purified by 
contemplation of God, is stronger than guns and 
weapons of every kind. The fiat of Mary, the word of her 
heart, has changed the history of the world, because it 
brought the Saviour into the world—because, thanks to 
her Yes, God could become man in our world and 
remains so for all time. The Evil One has power in this 
world, as we see and experience continually; he has 
power because our freedom continually lets itself be led 
away from God. But since God himself took a human 
heart and has thus steered human freedom towards 
what is good, the freedom to choose evil no longer has 
the last word. From that time forth, the word that 
prevails is this: “In the world you will have tribulation, 
but take heart; I have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33). 
The message of Fatima invites us to trust in this 
promise. 

Little Francisco died at 11 years old in 1919, and his sister 
Jacinta died the very next year.  Lucy, who became a 
nun, Sister Maria Lucia of the Immaculate Heart, at 21 
years old, lived until 2005.  Francisco and Jacinta were 
canonized saints in 2017 (100th Anniversary of the 1st 
Apparition) and that same year, Lucy was declared 
Servant of God, well on her way to Sainthood as well. 
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Praying the Chaplet of Our Lady of Fatima 

This Chaplet is prayed using a normal Rosary. 

Crucifix:  The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty; from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

(1) Our Father    (3) Hail Mary’s      (1) Glory Be 

(On the large bead of each decade):  The Angel Prayer 

O Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I 
adore you profoundly. I offer You the most precious 
Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in 
all the tabernacles of the world, in reparation for the 
outrages, sacrileges and indifference by which He is 
offended. And throught the infinite merits of His Most 
Sacred Heart and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg of 
You the conversion of poor sinners. 

(On each of the ten beads for each decade):  The Pardon 
Prayer 

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love You; I beg 
pardon for those who do not believe, do not adore, do 
not hope and do not love You. 

(After each decade):  Glory Be to the Father… 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

O Most Holy Trinity, I adore You! My God, my God, I 
love You in the most Blessed Sacrament! 

(At the end of the chaplet):  Hail, Holy Queen 

Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our 
sweetness and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor 
banished children of Eve. To thee do we send up our 
sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn 
then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy 
toward us; and after this our exile, show unto us the 
blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O 
sweet Virgin Mary, pray for us who have recourse to 
thee. Amen 
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