
Patron Saint: Sick 
Children & 
Immigrants 

 

This American saint 
was born in Bohemia 
in 1811. He was 
looking forward to 

being ordained in 1835 when the bishop decided there 
would be no more ordinations. It is difficult for us to 
imagine now, but Bohemia was overstocked with priests. 
John wrote to bishops all over Europe but the story was the 
same everywhere no one wanted any more priests. John 
was sure he was called to be a priest but all the doors to 
follow that vocation seemed to close in his face. 

But John didn't give up. He had learned 
English by working in a factory with 
English-speaking workers so he wrote to 
the bishops in America. Finally, the 
bishop in New York agreed to ordain 
him. In order to follow God's call to the 
priesthood John would have to leave his 
home forever and travel across the ocean 
to a new and rugged land. 

In New York, John was one of 36 priests for 200,000 
Catholics. John's parish in western New York stretched 
from Lake Ontario to Pennsylvania. His church had no 
steeple or floor but that didn't matter because John spent 
most of his time traveling from village to village, climbing 
mountains to visit the sick, staying in garrets and taverns 
to teach, and celebrating the Mass at kitchen tables. 

Because of the work and the isolation of his parish, John 
longed for community and so joined the Redemptorists, a 
congregation of priests and brothers dedicated to helping 
the poor and most abandoned. 

John was appointed bishop of Philadelphia in 1852. As 
bishop, he was the first to organize a diocesan Catholic 
school system. A founder of Catholic education in this 
country, he increased the number of Catholic schools in his 
diocese from two to 100. 

John never lost his love and concern for the people -- 
something that may have bothered the elite of Philadelphia. 
On one visit to a rural parish, the parish priest picked him 
up in a manure wagon. Seated on a plank stretched over the 
wagon's contents, John joked, "Have you ever seen such an 
entourage for a bishop!" 

The ability to learn languages that had brought him to 
America led him to learn Spanish, French, Italian, and 

Dutch so he could hear confessions in at least six languages. 
When Irish immigration started, he learned Gaelic so well 
that one Irish woman remarked, "Isn't it grand that we have 
an Irish bishop!" 

Once on a visit to Germany, he came back to the house he 
was staying in soaked by rain. When his host suggested he 
change his shoes, John remarked, "The only way I could 
change my shoes is by putting the left one on the right foot 
and the right one on the left foot. This is the only pair I 
own." 

John died on January 5, 1860 at the age of 48. 

 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=70  

The CHAPLET of St. John Neumann 

On the Crucifix Pray:  Father, you called John Neumann to 
lab or for the gospel among the people of the new world.  
His ministry strengthened many others in the Christian 
faith.  Through his prayers may faith grow strong in this 
land.  Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

First bead of each set:  Our Father 

Second bead of each set:  Hail Mary 

Third bead of each set:  Glory Be 

On the Medal Pray  O Saint John 
Neumann, your ardent desire of 

bringing all souls to Christ impelled you to leave home and 
country; teach us to live worthily in the spirit of our 
baptism which makes us all children of the one Heavenly 
Father and brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ, the first-
born of the family of God.  Obtain for us that complete 
dedication in the service of the needy, the weak, the 
afflicted and the abandoned which so characterized your 
life.  help us to walk perseveringly in the difficult and, at 
times, painfully paths of duty, strengthened by the Body 
and Blood of our Redeemer and under the watchful 
protection of Mary, our Mother.  May death still find us on 
the sure road to our Father's house with the light of living 
faith in our hearts. 

https://www.blessedbeadsrosaries.com/saint-john-neumann  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=70
https://www.blessedbeadsrosaries.com/saint-john-neumann


In His Footsteps:  John was a Redemptorist priest. 
To learn more about the Redemptorists visit the 

Web site for Redemptorist Publications in 
England, www.redempt.org . 

More Prayers 

Saint John Neumann, you helped organize Catholic 
education in the United States. Please watch over all 
Catholic schools and help them be a model of Christianity 
in their actions as well as their words. Amen 

A prayer by St. John Neumann 

My God, possess me that I may become a fit instrument of 
your graces and mercies to the souls you have confided to 
my care. If you know that success will make me vain, do 
not, on that account allow me to fail. Humble me in some 
other way, but do not punish me through those you have 
confided to me. 

My heart is pierced with sorrow when I hear of the loss of 
one of my sheep. Lord Jesus, have mercy. Permit not that 
any one of those whom you have entrusted to me should be 
lost. O my Jesus, I will pray, fast, suffer, and, with the help 
of your grace, sacrifice life itself. 

O Lord, imbue my words with power and healing that they 
may glorify the truth. As for myself, I am fully satisfied with 
the labors assigned to me in your vineyard, for I came here 
to atone for my sins and to win souls for God. Nowhere can 
a better opportunity be found for doing good. May God 
grant me the grace to discharge my duties in a worthy and 
fruitful manner. . . . 

O my Jesus, though I am poor in so many ways and so 
ignorant, I have been chosen as a shepherd to your sheep. 
Give me an ever-increasing love for those souls redeemed 
by your Precious Blood, that I may labor at their salvation 
in wisdom, patience, and holiness. Grant that not one of 
those you have confided to me may be lost through my 
fault. O my Jesus, help me to sanctify those committed to 
my care. 

O holy Mother of my Lord, pray for me and for those in my 
vineyard. Holy guardian angels of these dear ones, teach me 
how to act toward them so as to be able to instill into their 
hearts the maxims of faith and true love of God. Lord, teach 
me how to live and, if need be, to die, that all may be saved, 
that all may love and praise you throughout all eternity, 
that they may also love and cherish your dear Mother. 

From Saint John Nepomucene Neumann’s Favorite Prayers: Taken 

From His Diary 

 

Prayer for St. John Neumann’s intercession 

O St. John Neumann, your ardent desire of bringing all 
souls to Christ impelled you to leave home and country; 
teach us to live worthily in the spirit of our baptism which 
makes us all children of the one Heavenly Father and 
brothers of Jesus Christ, the first-born of the family of God. 

Obtain for us that complete dedication in the service of the 
needy, the weak, the afflicted, and the abandoned which so 
characterized your life. Help us to walk perseveringly in the 
difficult and at times painful paths of duty, strengthened by 
the Body and Blood of our Redeemer and under the 
watchful protection of Mary our Mother. 

May death still find us on the sure road to our Father’s 
house, with the light of living faith in our hearts. 

 

http://www.redempt.org/

