
St. Raphael the 
Archangel 

Feast Day: October 24, 
now September 29 
(with Michael & 
Gabriel) 

Patron: Happy 
Meetings, of travelers, 
the blind, and bodily 
ills, Nurses, Physicians 

 

The name of this archangel (Raphael = "God has 
healed") does not appear in the Hebrew Scriptures, 
and in the Septuagint only in the Book of Tobias. 
Here he first appears disguised in human form as 
the travelling companion of the younger Tobias, 
calling himself "Azarias the son of the great 
Ananias". The story of the adventurous journey 
during which the protective influence of the angel 
is shown in many ways including the binding "in 
the desert of upper Egypt" of the demon who had 
previously slain seven husbands of Sara, daughter of 
Raguel, is picturesquely related in Tobit 5-11, to 
which the reader is referred. After the return and 
the healing of the blindness of the elder Tobias, 
Azarias makes himself known as "the angel 
Raphael, one of the seven, who stand before the 
Lord" (Tobit 12:15. Cf. Revelation 8:2). Of these 
seven "archangels" which appear in the angelology 
of post-Exilic Judaism, only three, Gabriel, Michael 
and Raphael, are mentioned in the canonical 
Scriptures. The others, according to the apocryphal 
Book of Enoch (cf. xxi) are Uriel, Raguel, Sariel, and 
Jerahmeel, while from other apocryphal sources we 
get the variant names Izidkiel, Hanael, and 
Kepharel instead of the last three in the other list. 

Regarding the functions attributed to Raphael we 
have little more than his declaration to Tobias 
(Tobit 12) that when the latter was occupied in his 
works of mercy and charity, he (Raphael) offered 
his prayer to the Lord, that he was sent by the Lord 
to heal him of his blindness and to deliver Sara, his 
son's wife, from the devil. The Jewish category of 
the archangels is recognized in the New Testament 
(1 Thessalonians 4:15; Jude 9), but only Gabriel and 

Michael are mentioned by name. Many 
commentators, however, identify Raphael with the 
"angel of the Lord" mentioned in John 5. This 
conjecture is based both on the significance of the 
name and on the healing role attributed to Raphael 
in the Book of Tobias.  

The feast day of Raphael was included for the first 
time in the General Roman Calendar in 1921, for 
celebration on October 24. With the 1969 revision 
of the General Roman Calendar, the feast was 
transferred to September 29 for celebration 
together with archangels Saints Michael and 
Gabriel. 

The hymns of the Office recall the healing power of 
the archangel and his victory over the demon. The 
lessons of the first Nocturn and the Antiphons of 
the entire Office are taken from the Book of Tobias, 
and the lessons of the second and third Nocturns 
from the works of St. Augustine, viz. for the second 
Nocturn a sermon on Tobias (sermon I on the 
fifteenth Sunday), and for the third, a homily on the 
opening verse of John 5. The Epistle of the Mass is 
taken from the twelfth chapter of Tobias, and the 
Gospel from John 5:1-4, referring to the pool called 

Probatica, where the 
multitude of the infirm lay 
awaiting the moving of the 
water, for "an angel of the 
Lord descended at certain 
times into the pond; and the 
water was moved.And he 
that went down first into 
the pond after the motion of 
the water was made whole 
of whatsoever infirmity he 

lay under". Thus the conjecture of the 
commentators referred to above is confirmed by the 
official Liturgy of the Church. 

Catholic Encyclopedia 

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12640b.htm  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=203  
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The Chaplet of St. Raphael 

The chaplet to St. Raphael the Archangel has a set of 9 

beads and 3 end beads for a total of 12 beads over and 

above the medal. 

On the medal, pray the following words: 

"You are Raphael the Healer, You are 
Raphael the Guide, You are Raphael the 
Companion Ever at human sorrow's aide." 

On each of the 3 small beads, say the Hail Mary to 
Mary, the Queen of angels. 

On each of the 9 following beads, in honor of the 
9 angelic choirs, one in honor of each choir,  

Angels, Archangels, Thrones, Dominations, Virtues, 
Principalities, Powers, Cherubim and Seraphim say 
the following prayer: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Hosts. Heaven and 
earth are full of your Glory! Glory be to the Father: 
Glory be to the Son; Glory be to the Holy Spirit! 

Conclude the Chaplet with the following prayer: 

"Saint Raphael, angel of health, of love, of joy and 
light, pray for us."  

https://www.catholicdoors.com/prayers/chaplets/chap13.htm  

 

More Prayers for St. Raphael’s Intercession: 

Prayer for Healing: Glorious Archangel St. 
Raphael, great prince of the heavenly court, you are 
illustrious for your gifts of wisdom and grace.  You 
are a guide of those who journey by land or sea or 
air, consoler of the afflicted, and refuge of sinners.  I 
beg you, assist me in all my needs and in all the 
sufferings of this life, as once you helped the young 
Tobias on his travels.  Because you are the 
“medicine of God” I humbly pray you to heal the 
many infirminties of my soul and the ills that afflict 
my body.  I especially ask of you the favor (Mention 
your special intention), and the great grace of 
purity to prepare me to be the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Prayer Before a Trip: Dear St. Raphael, your lovely 
name means “God Heals.” The Lord sent you to 
young Tobias to guide him thorughout a long 

journey.  Upon his return you taught him how to 
cure his father’s blindness.  How natural, therefore, 
for Christians to pray for your powerful help for 
safe travel and a happy return.  This is what we ask 
for ourselves as well as for all who are far from 
home. Amen. 

Prayer for Protection From All Evil:  Most Holy 
Mother, Queen of the Angels and Archangels, send 
me your Champion, the Archangel Saint Raphael, 
let him heal me of all my spiritual and physical 
ailments in Jesus’ Holy Name.  May he protect me 
from satan and all evil spirits.  Saint Raphael be my 
guide and protector on my journey through life.  O 
glorious Saint Raphael the Archangel, herald of 
blessings, pray for us! Amen.  

 

 

https://www.virgosacrata.com/healing-prayer-to-saint-raphael-

the-archangel.html  
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