
St. Gianna Molla 

Feast Day: April 28 

Patron: Mothers, Physicians, 
Unborn Children 

St. Gianna Beretta Molla was an Italian pediatrician born in 
Magenta in the Kingdom of Italy on October 4, 1922. She 
was the tenth of thirteen children in her family.  At three-
years-old, Gianna and her family moved to Bergamo, and 
she grew up in the Lombardy region of Italy. 

As a young girl, Gianna openly accepted her faith and the 
Catholic-Christian education provided to her from her 
loving parents. She grew up viewing life as God's beautiful 
gift and found the greatest necessity and effectiveness in 
prayer. 

In 1942, Gianna began her study of medicine 
in Milan. She was a diligent and hardworking 
student, both at the university and in her 
faith.  As a member of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, Gianna applied her faith in an 
apostolic service for the elderly and needy. 

She received degrees in both medicine and 
surgery from the University of Pavia in 1949, and in 1950 
she opened a medical office in Mesero, near her hometown 
of Magenta.  In 1952, Gianna specialized in pediatrics at the 
University of Milan and from there on, she was especially 
drawn toward mothers, babies, the elderly and the poor. 

Gianna considered the field of medicine to be her mission, 
and treated it as such. She increased her generous service to 
Catholic Action, a movement of lay Catholics dedicated to 
living and spreading the Social Teaching of the Catholic 
Church in the broader culture. The Catholic Action 
movement is still at work today, throughout the world. 

Gianna hoped to join her brother, a missionary priest in 
Brazil, where she intended to offer her medical expertise in 
gynecology to poor women.  However, her chronic ill health 
made this impractical, and she continued her practice in 
Italy. 

She chose the vocation of marriage and 
considered this to be a gift from God. Gianna 
embraced this gift with all her being and 
completely dedicated herself to "forming a 
truly Christian family."  In December 1954, 
Gianna met Pietro Molla, an engineer who 

worked in her office. They were officially engaged the 
following April, and married in September 1955, making 
Gianna a happy wife.  Gianna wrote to Pietro, "Love is the 

most beautiful sentiment that the Lord has put into the 
soul of men and women." 

In November 1956, Gianna became a mother to her first 
child, Pierluigi. Their second child, Maria Zita, in 
December 1957, and their third, Laura, 
in July 1959. 

Gianna handled motherhood with 
grace and was able to harmonize all 
aspects of her demanding life.  In 1961, 
Gianna became pregnant with her 
fourth child. Toward the end of her second month of 
pregnancy, Gianna was struck with an unimaginable pain.  
Her doctors discovered she had developed a fibroma in her 
uterus, meaning she was carrying both a baby and a tumor. 

After examination, the doctors gave her three choices: an 
abortion, which would save her life and allow her to 
continue to have children, but take the life of the child she 
carried; a complete hysterectomy, which would preserve 
her life, but take the unborn child's life, and prevent further 
pregnancy; or removal of only the fibroma, with the 
potential of further complications, which could save the life 
of her baby. 

Catholic teaching affirms what medical science, the 
Natural Law, the Bible and unbroken Christian tradition 
affirm, the child in the womb has a fundamental Human 
Right to Life. Wanting to preserve her child's life, Gianna 
opted for the removal of only the fibroma.  In fact, she was 
willing to give her own life to 
save the life of her child. 

Gianna pleaded with the 
surgeons to save her child's life 
over her own. She sought 
comfort in her prayers and her 
living faith.  The child's life was 
saved, for which Gianna 
graciously thanked the Lord. 

After the operation, 
complications continued throughout her pregnancy, but 
Gianna spent the remainder of her pregnancy with an 
unparalleled strength and insistent dedication for her tasks 
as a mother and a doctor. 

A few days before the baby was to be born, Gianna prayed 
the Lord take any pain away from the child. She recognized 
she may lose her life during delivery, but she was ready.  
Gianna was quite clear about her wishes, expressing to her 
family, "If you must decide between me and the child, do 
not hesitate: choose the child?I insist on it. Save the baby."  
On April 21, 1962, Gianna Emanuela Molla successfully 
delivered by Caesarean section. 



The doctors tried many different treatments and 
procedures to ensure both lives would be saved. However, 
on April 28, 1962, a week after the baby was born, Gianna 
passed away from septic peritonitis. She is buried in 
Mesero. 

Gianna was beatified by Pope John Paul II on April 24, 
1994, and officially canonized as a saint on May 16, 2004. 
Her husband and their children, including Gianna 
Emanuela, attended her canonization ceremony, making 

this the first time a husband witnessed his 
wife's canonization. During Gianna's 
canonization ceremony, John Paul II described 
her as, "a simple, but more than ever, 
significant messenger of divine love."  St. 
Gianna is the inspiration behind the first pro-

life Catholic healthcare center for women in New York, the 
Gianna Center. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=6985  

The Chaplet of St. Gianna 
Molla 

This Chaplet is  modified from her Novena and additional 

prayers and contains 4 sets of 3 beads following her Medal, each 

set preceded  by a Lead Bead. https://saintgianna.org/novena.htm  

Opening Prayer on the Medal: Dear holy servant of God, 
Saint Gianna Beretta Molla, we pray to you because you 
were once the selfless and suffering mother who chose the 
life of her child over her own life. Your faithfulness to God 
brought you so close to God that you are now resting in His 
divine splendor. We humbly pray for your holy 
intercession. https://travelingrelicsofstgianna.com  

Prayer before the 1st set: God, our Father, You have 
granted to Your church the gift of Gianna Beretta Molla. In 
her youth she lovingly sought You and drew other young 
people to You, involving them, through apostolic witness 
and Catholic Action, in the care of the sick and aged, to 
help and comfort them.  We thank You for the gift of this 
young woman, so deeply committed to You. Through her 
example grant us the grace to consecrate our lives to Your 

service, for the joy of our brothers and sisters.  1 Our Father, 1 

Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be… 

Prayer before the 2nd set: Jesus, Redeemer of mankind, 
You called Saint Gianna to exercise the medical profession 
as a mission for the comfort of bodies and souls. In her 
suffering fellow men and in the little ones, deprived of all 
support, she saw You.  We thank You for having revealed 
Yourself to this servant as “one who serves” and who 
soothes the sufferings of men. Treasuring her example may 

we become generous Christians at the service of our 
brothers and sisters, especially those with whom You deign 

to share Your Cross. 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be… 

Prayer before the 3rd set: God, Sanctifying Spirit, who love 
the Church as Your Bride, You poured into the heart of 
Saint Gianna a share of Your Love so that she could radiate 
it in her family, and thus cooperate with You in the 
wonderful plan of creation, and give life to new children 
who could know and love You.  We thank You for this 
model wife and, through her encouraging witness, we beg 
You to grant to our families the serene and Christian 
presence of mothers committed to transform their homes 
into cenacles of faith and love, rich with generous activity 

and sanctifying service. 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be… 

Prayer before the 4th set: O God, Creator and lover of 
mankind, You were close to Saint Gianna when, affected by 
illness, she was in the painful dilemma of choosing between 
her own life and the life of the child whom she was carrying 
in herself, a gift long-awaited. Trusting You alone, and 
aware of Your Commandment to respect human life, 
Gianna found the courage to do her duty as a mother and to 
say “yes” to the new life of her baby, generously sacrificing 
her own. Through the intercession of Mary, Mother of 
Jesus, and after the example of Gianna, inspire all mothers 
to welcome with love the sparkle of new life. Grant us the 
grace we are praying for … and the joy to find an inspiration 
in Saint Gianna who, as a model spouse and mother, after 
the example of Christ, gave up her life for the life of others. 

1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be… 

Closing Prayer on the Centerpiece or Medal: God our 
Father we praise You and we bless you because in Saint 
Gianna Beretta Molla you have given us one who witnessed 
to the Gospel as a young women, as a wife, as a mother, and 
as a doctor.  We thank you because through the gift of her 
life we can learn to welcome and honor every human 
person.  You, Lord Jesus, were for Gianna a splendid 
example.  She learned to recognize you in the beauty of 
nature.  As she was questioning her choice of vocation she 
went in search of you and the best way to serve you.  
Through her married love she became a sign of your love for 
the Church and for humanity.  Like you, the Good 
Samaritan, she cared for everyone who was sick, small or 
weak. Following your example, out of love she gave herself 
entirely, generating new life. Holy Spirit, Source of every 
perfection, give us wisdom, intelligence, and courage so 
that, following the example of Saint Gianna and through 
her intercession, we may know how to place ourselves at 
the service of each person we meet in our personal, family 
and professional lives, and thus grow in love and holiness.  
Amen.  https://www.blessedbeadsrosaries.com/gianna-beretta-molla  
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