
Nuestra Señora de la 
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(Our Lady of Charity) 

Patroness of Cuba 

Feast Day: September 8 

 

In 1512, Christianity arrived 
in Cuba alongside some of 
the island’s first colonizers. 
More than 500 years later, 

Catholicism remains a dominant force in Cuban culture 
with 59% of its citizens identifying as Catholic – and many 
more influenced by the church’s traditions and belief 
system. One part of that tradition is Our Lady of Charity, 
the patron saint of Cuba. 

In the mountains outside Santiago in Cuba is an old 
pilgrimage church, “Nuestra Senora de la Caridad,” which 
means, “Our Lady of Charity,” also known as “Our Lady of 
Cobre.” It is the national shrine of Cuba. 

Early in the 17th century, two indigenous Cubans and a ten 
year old African slave left the Bay of Nipe to collect salt. 
Their vessel was small, so that when a storm arose they 
were drifting and rocked violently on the roaring ocean. 
One of the men wore a medal stamped with an image of the 
Blessed Virgin, and the three began to pray for her 
protection. The storm suddenly cleared, and the men saw 
something they could not immediately identify coming 
toward across the water. 

We still have the testimony of one of the men, Juan 
Moreno, regarding this incident. It was taken in 1687: 

“Having camped in the French Key, which is in the middle 
of the Bay of Nipe, waiting for a good time to leave for the 
salt mines, being a morning of calm seas, they left the 
French Keys, before daybreak. The aforementioned Juan y 
Rodrigo de Hoyos and myself embarked in a canoe, headed 
for the salt mines, and far from the French Key we saw 
something white above the foam of the water, which we 
couldn’t distinguish. As we got closer, birds and dry 
branches appeared. The aforementioned Indians said, “It 
looks like a girl.” While they were discussing this among 
themselves, they saw an image of Our Lady, the Holy 
Virgin, on top of a small wooden plank, holding the baby 
Jesus in her arms. On this small tablet, was written in large 
letters, which read, “I am the Virgin of Charity.” Looking at 
her clothes, they realized that they were not wet.” 

Upon returning home, the men revealed what they had 
discovered and told the story of what had happened to 
them. A government official, Don Francisco Sanchez de 
Moya, had a small chapel built in her honor. 

The Village of Cobre, where the shrine is, is surrounded by 
high hills that roll back to the Sierra Maestra Mountains. 
The village is named Cobre because of the rich deposit of 
copper. A lamp of copper is kept burning before the statue 
of Our Lady. Twice the statue mysteriously disappeared 
from the locked church, and then returned just as 
unaccountably. In each case Our Lady indicated where 
richer deposits of copper could be found. 

In 1801, the king of Spain, Charles IV, freed Cuban slaves 
from the El Cobre copper mines – increasing Cuban belief 
in the power of Our Lady and in 1916, Pope Benedict XV 
declared Our Lady of Charity the patroness of Cuba.  In 
1936 after the completion of a beautiful church in honor of 
Our Lady of Charity, the statue was solemnly crowned 
amid great rejoicing and religious festivity. 

Nuestra Señora de la Caridad is among Cuba’s most 
treasured objects – representing hope and salvation in the 
face of misfortune for Catholic and non-Catholics alike. 
Each year, several thousand Cubans make a pilgrimage to 
the site with particular attention paid on September 8, the 
feast day of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The shrine has much of old-
time charm, and literally 
hundreds of lights burn 
before the shrine’s statue. 
Our Lady is dressed richly 
in silken garments; she is 
dark like a Cuban girl with 
a sun-tanned Infant on her 
arm, smiling down on her brown Cuban children, who 
come to her in great numbers and with great confidence. 
The prayers of centuries seem to hang down from the walls 
in heavy folds. It is a place where prayer comes easily, and 
its answer seems to be a matter of course. 

Since the revolution, Cuba has been a secular state. But in 
recent decades, relations between Cuba and the Vatican 
have improved, especially following Pope John Paul II’s 
visit in 1998. Since then, every pope has visited the island 
and the Basilica of Our Lady of Charity – including Pope 
Francis. 

*from The Woman in Orbit and other sources 

https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/our-lady-of-charity.html  

https://insightcuba.com/blog/2019/07/31/our-lady-charity-story-cubas-
patron-saint  

https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/our-lady-of-charity.html
https://insightcuba.com/blog/2019/07/31/our-lady-charity-story-cubas-patron-saint
https://insightcuba.com/blog/2019/07/31/our-lady-charity-story-cubas-patron-saint


 

The Chaplet of Our Lady of Charity 

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix:  O 
Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Charity!  
Filled with joy, prostrate at your feet, I 
entrust myself entirely to you.  Virgin 
of Miracles, heal the sick, console the 
afflicted, give hope to the destitute, 
preserve families from evil, protect the 
young and innocent.  From your 
Chapel at Cobre, watch over the just, 
convert sinners, fortify thy priests, and 
save all Christians.  O Loving Mother 

Mary, Blessed Virgin of Charity, patroness of Cuba, pray for 
us now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

1 Our Father, 10 Hail Mary’s, 1 Glory Be 

Closing Prayer on the Medal: Our Lady of Charity of El 
Cobre, Patroness of Cuba! Hail Mary, full of grace! You are 
the beloved Daughter of the Father, the Mother of Christ, 
our God, the living Temple of the Holy Spirit.  Your name, 
O Virgin of Charity, evokes thoughts of the God who is 
Love, recalls the new commandment given by Jesus, 
invokes the Holy Spirit: love poured into our hearts, fire of 
charity sent on Pentecost over the Church, gift of the total 
freedom of the sons and daughters of God. Blessed are you 
among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus! 
You came to visit our people and wished to remain with us 
as Mother and Lady of Cuba, throughout its pilgrimage 
along the paths of history. Your name and image are 
sculpted in the mind and heart of every Cuban, both within 
and outside the country, as a sign of hope and a focus of 
fraternal communion. Holy Mary, Mother of God and 
Mother of us all! Pray for us before your Son Jesus Christ, 
intercede for us with your maternal heart, filled with the 
Spirit's charity. Increase our faith, enliven our hope, 
augment and strengthen love in us. Shelter our families, 
protect young people and little children, comfort the 
suffering. Be the Mother of the faithful and of the 
Shepherds of the Church, the model and star of the new 

evangelization. Mother of reconciliation! Gather together 
your people scattered throughout the world. Make the 
Cuban nation a home of brothers and sisters so that this 
people will open wide its mind, its heart and its life to 
Christ, the sole Saviour and Redeemer, who lives and reigns 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 

Amen. (Pope Saint John Paul II’s prayer when he visited Our Lady of 

Charity in Cobre, Cuba) 

 
Opening Prayer: https://www.nationalshrine.org/blog/the-guidance-of-our-lady-of-

charity/#:~:text=Prayer%20to%20Our%20Lady%20of%20Charity%20Inscribed%20in,your%
20feet%2C%20I%20entrust%20myself%20entirely%20to%20you.  

 
Closing Prayer: https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-

ii/en/homilies/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19980124_santiago.html  
 

Prayers in Spanish 
 

Our Father: 
 

Padre nuestro, 
que estás en el cielo. 

Santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino. 

Hágase tu voluntad en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 

Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
como también nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden. 

No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos del mal. 
Amén. 

 

Hail Mary 
 

Dios te salve, María, llena eres de gracia, el Seńor es contigo. 
Bendita tú eres entre todas las mujeres, y bendito es el fruto 

de tu vientre, Jesús. 
 

Santa María, Madre de Dios, 
ruega por nosotros, pecadores, 

ahora y en la hora de nuestra muerte.   
Amén 

 

Glory Be 
 

Gloria al Padre, al Hijo y al Espíritu Santo. 
Como era en el principio, ahora y siempre, 

por los siglos de los siglos. 
Amén. 

https://www.nationalshrine.org/blog/the-guidance-of-our-lady-of-charity/#:~:text=Prayer%20to%20Our%20Lady%20of%20Charity%20Inscribed%20in,your%20feet%2C%20I%20entrust%20myself%20entirely%20to%20you
https://www.nationalshrine.org/blog/the-guidance-of-our-lady-of-charity/#:~:text=Prayer%20to%20Our%20Lady%20of%20Charity%20Inscribed%20in,your%20feet%2C%20I%20entrust%20myself%20entirely%20to%20you
https://www.nationalshrine.org/blog/the-guidance-of-our-lady-of-charity/#:~:text=Prayer%20to%20Our%20Lady%20of%20Charity%20Inscribed%20in,your%20feet%2C%20I%20entrust%20myself%20entirely%20to%20you
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19980124_santiago.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19980124_santiago.html

