
Our Lady of China 

Feast Day: Second Saturday of 
May 

 

Our Lady of China appeared near 
Beijing. It stands in a village 
named Dong-Lu. A Poor Mission 
was started there by the 
Vincentian Fathers. It was a poor 

place, perhaps the poorest in the whole region, formerly 
called "the place of beggars." In 1900, there were some 
seven hundred to a thousand Christians gathered about 
the little hamlet.  

Suddenly, the famous and terrifying Boxer rebellion 
swept China and grew 
to such proportions, 
that even small places 
like Dong-Lu could not 
escape its fury. In April 
1900, a force of ten 
thousand rioters 
attacked Dong-Lu. The 

soldiers, in senseless rage, started to shoot into the sky.  

Then suddenly they fled, frightened, and 
never came back again. According to the 
legend, a woman in white appeared above 
the settlement, and the rioters' bullets 
were aimed at her. When the apparition 
did not fade, the attackers had not even 
time to reorganize because a strange 

horseman put them 
to flight. Soon after, they had 
disappeared beyond the horizon.  

Father Wu, a Chinese priest, 
confessed to his flock that he 
invoked the help of Mary. A new 
church was built on the site and 
Father Wu placed a picture of 
Our Lady on the main altar. He 
asked the painter to dress Our 
Lady in the royal robes of the 
dowager Empress Tzi-Hsi. The 
image of the Blessed Virgin in the 

royal robes of the pagan Empress, with the Christ Child 
on her knees, is a vivid expression of Chinese tradition. 
It is a shrine of the Mother and her Son. Though her 
robes be pagan, she belongs to every age, to all people 
and to every race. As was told and promised in the Old 

Testament: "I am the mother of fair love, and of fear, and 
of knowledge, and of holy hope." 

In 1924, the first national conference of bishops in the 
country, the Shanghai Synod of Bishops in China, chose 
this image to be denoted as “Our Lady of China” or “Our 
Lady Queen of China” and people began visiting the 
shrine.  Following the event, Archbishop Celso 
Costantini, Apostolic Delegate in China, along with all 
the bishops of China, declared the Chinese people 
dedicated to Our Lady of China, using the official image.  
An officially-sanctioned image of Our Lady of China was 
blessed, granted and promulgated by Pope Pius XI and 
the first official pilgrimage to Dong Lu occurred the 
following year in 1929.  In 1932, Pope Pius XI approved it 
as an official Marian Shrine and in 1941, Pope Pius XII 
designated the feast day as an official feast of the 
Catholic liturgical calendar.   

The Dong-Lu church was completely destroyed in 1941 
during the Second World War when it caught fire due 
to Japanese artillery bombardment.  In 1973, following 
the Second Vatican Council, the Chinese Bishops 
Conference, upon approval from the Holy See, placed 
the Feast Day on the Vigil of Mother’s Day (the second 
Sunday of May).  The Shrine was finally rebuilt as the 
largest church building in north China in 1992. 

On May 23, 1995, over 30,000 Catholics from the 
unofficial Church had gathered for Mass at the Dong Lu 
shrine on the vigil of the Feast of Our Lady, Mary Help 
of Christians. There were four bishops of the unofficial 
Church concelebrating the Mass and nearly 100 
unofficial priests standing in the open field. Suddenly, 
during the opening prayer and again during the 
consecration, the people observed the sun spinning from 
right to left. Light rays of various shades emanated from 
the sky. Participants saw Our Lady of China and the 
Child Jesus in the sky and also the Holy Family, the 
Heavenly Father, and the Holy Spirit. The phenomenon 
lasted approximately twenty minutes. 

Public Security then barred all pilgrims from joining 
anyone on the hill.  The police forced people back into 
buses and trains without offering any explanation.  Still, 
as many as 100,000 people successfully reached the area 
by finding alternative ways to get there to celebrate the 
Feast of Mary Help of Christians.  

In April of 1996, an official government announcement 
forbade anyone from going to the Dong Lu shrine. The 
Chinese government mobilized 5000 troops, supported 
by dozens of armored cars and helicopters, destroyed 
and leveled that Marian shrine, confiscated the statue of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and arrested many priests. 



The picture of Our Lady of China remains intact because 
only a copy of the picture was used in the church. The 
original was hidden in the wall behind the copy, and 
this was recovered and found intact. It is now in 
possession of Chinese priests who carry out their 
activities in disguise. 

https://udayton.edu/imri/mary/d/dong-lu-shrine.php  

http://www.divinemysteries.info/our-lady-of-china-dong-lu-
china-1900/  

http://miraclehunter.com/marian_apparitions/approved_appar
itions/donglu/index.html#:~:text=Our%20Lady%20of%20Chi
na%20Summary%20The%20Virgin%20Mary,a%20beautiful
%20church%20was%20built%20in%20her%20honor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chaplet of Our Lady of China  

A Decade Rosary 

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix:  Hail, Holy Mary, 
Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Mother of all 
nations and all people.  You are the special heavenly 
Mother of the Chinese people.  Teach us your way 
of total obedience to God’s will.  Help us to live our 
lives true to our faith.  Fill our hearts with burning 
love for God and each other.  Stir up in our youth an 
unconditional giving of self to the service of God.  
We call on your powerful intercession for peace, 
reconciliation, and unity among believers and the 
conversion of the unbelievers in China and 
throughout the world, for God’s mercy is our only 
hope.  Our Lady of China, Mother of Jesus, hear our 
petitions and pray for us.  Amen. 

Imprimatur: Bishop William E. Lori, Bishop of Bridgeport Connecticut 

One Our Father, 10 Hail Mary’s, 1 Glory Be 

Closing Prayer on the Medal: Our Lady of China, 
Help of Christians, interceded with your Son, the 
Redeemer of mankind, that those in pain may find 
relief and comfort and that so much suffering may 
not remain fruitless.  Obtain light for those who 
guide the destiny of the Chinese nation, that they 
may not lack the necessary wisdom, in searching for 
the good of all, which has at its basis, respect for 
truth, justice and freedom.  Amen. 

Closing Prayer: https://www.catholictothemax.com/catholic-

gifts/our-lady-of-china/  
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