
Our Lady of Kibeho 

Feast Day: November 28 

Patroness: Our Lady of Sorrows, 
Mother of the Word 

 

Kibeho is a small site located in the 
southern part of Rwanda, in the 
administrative district of Nyaruguru.  

It is 36 km from the Bishop of Gikongoro’s residence and 30 
km from the Bishop of Butare’s residence. Kibeho is also the 
name given to one of the parishes of the diocese of 
Gikongoro, founded in 1934 and dedicated to Mary, Mother 
of God. 

Today, Kibeho is best known as a place of apparitions and 
pilgrimages. The first apparition of Mary was on November 
28, 1981, when Alphonsine Mumureke, a young 16 year old 
student of the Kibeho High School, founded in 1967 by a 
parish priest, Father Grégoire Kamugisha, saw a lady of 
incomparable beauty who presented herself under the 
name of “Nyina Wa Jambo,” which means “Mother of the 
Word.” Alphonsine immediately recognized her as the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Our Savior Jesus. The 
phenomenon occurred subsequently and several times in 
succession, at long or short intervals. The Virgin asked 
everybody to convert, to keep faith and to pray without 
hypocrisy. 

The first reactions caused by these unusual events within 
the community of the Kibeho High School as well as 
outside of the high school were not temperate. There were 
a lot of points of view that ranged from skepticism that 
feared trickery to unswaying belief and intolerance of any 
skepticism.  At the beginning, Alphonsine was viewed as a 
mad girl, or an unhappy girl possessed by evil; or, according 
to some, as a mediocre student wanting to play a prank to 
make her more accepted in the school conducted by the 
Congregation of Benebikira Sisters (i.e., Daughters of the 
Virgin Mary). 

Many people begged for signs of credibility. At the time of 
the ecstasies, students and teachers were free to apply tests 
on the body of Alphonsine in order to check and to verify 
her sincerity. It was even suggested that if it was really the 
Blessed Virgin Mary who had visited the school, they 
would take it seriously, if she at least appeared to other 
students instead of just that poor Alphonsine from Gisaka, 
a region which had a reputation for the practice of magic. 
Alphonsine asked the Virgin to respond to the challenge by 
appearing to others and exhorted her schoolmates also to 
ask her for themselves to receive necessary enlightenment.  
A short time later, two new alleged visionaries appeared in 

the high school, one after the other, and in close proximity 
to Alphonsine: notably 17 year old Nathalie 
Mukamazimpaka on January 12, 1982, and 21 year old Marie 
Claire Mukangango on March 2, 1982. 

As a visionary of the Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Nathalie 
is especially known for the message of redemptive 
suffering and unceasing prayer for a world that is very bad 
and at risk of falling into an abyss. 

Marie Claire Mukangango’s case was like a bomb 
exploding inside the high school community, because until 
then Marie Claire was characterized by her fierce 
opposition to the “so-called” apparitions claimed by 
Alphonsine. 

As a visionary, she is especially known for the message of 
the Rosary of the Seven Sorrows of the Virgin Mary, 
associated with an urgent call to repentance: “Repent, 
repent, repent!” the Virgin said to the world through the 
lips by Marie Claire. 

If, for some, the increased number of the visionaries 
complicated the disconcerting situation created by 
Alphonsine, for others, the two new cases, especially the 
one of Marie Claire, were interpreted as a good sign coming 
from heaven to show that the prayer of Alphonsine had 
been accepted and to sustain the faith of all those that were 
still hesitating to take her apparitions seriously. Different 
witnesses interrogated in the Kibeho High School in 1982, 
declared that they began to believe in the apparitions after 
the extraordinary experience of Marie Claire. In short, the 
public opinion tried to find a natural explanation for the 
phenomenon, but without success, considering a great 
number of astonishing facts that were confirmed as the 
days passed that defied simple human understanding. 

In spite of the critics and objections of all sorts against the 
apparitions, a movement of belief began to develop quickly 
enough inside and outside of Kibeho High School. Before 
the Christmas holidays of 1981, a group of “converted” 
students and teachers appeared at a regular prayer meeting 
with Alphonsine, where they recited the rosary 
accompanied by hymns in the honor of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

But, after May 1982, the phenomenon of the apparitions 
took on a new dimension when it was spreading like a 
brush fire outside the Kibeho High school to reach the 
primary school and the surrounding hills, and even the 
more remote locations. However, it is astonishing that the 
number of apparitions inside the high school spontaneously 
stopped for all three, without any outside intervention by 
human authority. On the other hand, the number of new 
alleged visionaries kept on increasing outside of the high 



school in a disturbing way. Later, after July 1982, there was 
even a question of alleged apparitions of Jesus; that was 
seven months after the first apparitions of the Virgin Mary. 
But, after some time, the alleged apparitions of Jesus who 
became well known to the pilgrims of Kibeho ended up 
developing in a troubling way that discredited them. 

The apparitions of Kibeho had very early on attracted 
crowds of people. On certain days, like May 30, 1982 for 
example, the crowd could be estimated at more than 10,000 
people of all ages and all social classes. However it is true 
that this public gathering stayed a long time; because there 
were not only pilgrims coming for reasons of faith and 
piety, but there were probably also a crowd of curious 
people who were merely in search of an easy miracle. The 
situation defused itself gradually. 

The time of significant apparitions ended practically with 
the year 1983, during which most of the alleged visionaries 

then known by the public, left 
the scene, one after the other, 
declaring that the apparitions 
were finished for them.  After 
1984, only some secondary 
alleged visionaries coming late 
on the scene had public 
apparitions on predicable dates 
and at very occasional intervals, 

but without original or new contribution to the message of 
Kibeho. 

The apparitions of Kibeho officially ended on November 28, 
1989, a date on which Alphonsine, who was at the 
beginning of these events, experienced the Virgin’s last 
apparition in public. She specified that she would not have 
any more apparitions publicly. This meaningful fact, which 
was introduced 8 years after the Virgin’s first apparition at 
Kibeho, is recognized as an important historical reference 
for anybody who would like to know what happened and 
form a judgment on it. This date of November 28, 1989, is 
kept by the ecclesiastical authority as the time-limit for the 
occurrence of these phenomena. 

The message that Mary delivered in Kibeho is an urgent 
appeal to the world, a call for repentance and the 
conversion of hearts, for sincere prayer, a call to love and to 
live the faith intensely. But it is above all a call for 
reconciliation: Mary requests that sin be renounced; she 
deplores all forms of idolatry, lack of respect, materialism, 
hypocrisy and sexual immorality.  Mary calls on the world 
to change while there is still time, advising it against the 
serious consequences of its current moral state.  

On October 15th, 1982, the visions were frightful: flowing 
blood, people killing each other, abandoned dead bodies 

with no one to attend to the burial. These visions proved to 
be prophetic in view of the human dramas that took place 
in Rwanda and the Great Lakes Region between 1994 and 
1995 during the civil and ethnic wars between the Hutus 
and Tutsis. Within only a few months, the genocide 
claimed 800,000 lives in Rwanda, among whom were 3 
bishops and more than 400 priests and religious. Marie-
Claire, one the visionaries, was also killed during the 
massacre.  On August 15th, 1988, Bishop Jean Baptiste 
Gahamanyi of the Diocese of Butare allowed public 
worship at the Marian Shrine of Kibeho, and named it “Our 
Lady of Sorrows”. On June 21st, 2001, the Holy See gave its 
approval. 

https://www.kibeho-cana.org/a-brief-history-of-the-apparitions-of-our-
lady-of-kibeho/  

https://www.rathkennyparish.ie/prayer-devotions/1322  

The Chaplet of Our Lady of 
Kibeho 

A Decade Rosary   

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix: Blessed 
Virgin Mary, mother of the Word, mother of 
all those who believe in him and welcome 
him into their lives, we have come here 
before you to contemplate you. We believe that you are 
among us, as a mother with her children, even if can not see 
you with our eyes.  You are a sure path, which leads us to 
Jesus the Savior. We bless you for all the good things that 
you continue to give us, especially, because you consented 
to appear in a miraculous way at Kibeho at the time when 
our world needed you so much.  Gives us always the light 
and the strength, we need to eagerly welcome your call to 
convert ourselves, to repent and to live according to the 
Gospel of your Son. Teach us to pray without hypocrisy 
and to love one another as He loved us, so that, as you have 
asked us, we might always be like beautiful flowers with 
beautiful perfume spreading everywhere.  Amen. 

1 Our Father, 10 Hail Mary’s, 1 Glory Be 

Closing Prayer on the Medal: Holy Mary, Mother of 
Sorrows, teach us to understand the value of the Cross in 
our lives, so that we may complete in our bodies that which 
is lacking in the Passion of Christ, in benefit of His 
Mystical Body, which is the Church.  And when our 
pilgrimage on this earth ends, allow us to live eternally 
with you in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Amen. 

Imprimatur: Gikongoro, 25th March 2006 +Augustin Misago, Bishop of 
Gikongoro 

http://www.diocesecyangugu.com/en/liturgy/prayer-to-our-lady-of-
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