
St. Joan of Arc 

Born: 1412 Died: 1431  

Feast Day: May 30 

Patron Saint: Soldiers, France 

Burned at the stake as a heretic after a 
politically-motivated trial, Joan was 
beatified in 1909 and canonized in 1920. 

Born of a fairly well-to-do peasant couple in Domremy-
Greux southeast of Paris, Joan was only 12 when she 
experienced a vision and heard voices that she later 
identified as Saints Michael the Archangel, Catherine of 
Alexandria, and Margaret of Antioch. 

During the Hundred Years War, Joan led French troops 
against the English and recaptured the cities of Orléans and 
Troyes. This enabled Charles VII to be crowned as king in 
Reims in 1429. Captured near Compiegne the following 
year, Joan was sold to the English and placed on trial for 
heresy and witchcraft. Professors at the University of Paris 
supported Bishop Pierre Cauchon of Beauvis, the judge at 
her trial; Cardinal Henry Beaufort of Winchester, England, 
participated in the questioning of Joan in prison. In the end, 
she was condemned for wearing men’s clothes. The English 
resented France’s military success–to which Joan 
contributed. 

On this day in 1431, Joan was burned at the stake in Rouen, 
and her ashes were scattered in the Seine River. A second 
Church trial 25 years later nullified the earlier verdict, 
which was reached under political pressure. 

Remembered by most people for her military exploits, Joan 
had a great love for the sacraments, which strengthened her 
compassion toward the poor. Popular devotion to her 
increased greatly in 19th-century France and later among 
French soldiers during World War I. Theologian George 
Tavard writes that her life “offers a perfect example of the 
conjunction of contemplation and action” because her 
spiritual insight is that there should be a “unity of heaven 
and earth.” 

Joan of Arc has been the subject of many books, plays, 
operas and movies. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-joan-of-arc  

 

 

 

The Chaplet of St. Joan of Arc 

The chaplet may be used as a novena (a prayer 

repeated once every day for nine days) or prayed at any 

time for any necessity throughout the year. A total 

number of nineteen beads on this chaplet 

commemorates each year of Joan's life. 

How to pray: 

On the medal, make the sign of the Cross, recite: "Incline 
unto my aid, Oh God! Oh Lord, make haste to help me! 
Amen." 

Follow this with a: Glory Be. 

On the first single bead on the strand, pray an: "Our 
Father". 

On the second single bead on the strand, pray an: "Our 
Father", and then continue by saying, "Saint Joan of Arc, 
immolated as a victim of the burning stake, pray that I may 
also become a victim by the faithful practice of all my duties 
as they pertain to me during my whole life." 

On the first group of five beads, say 5 Hail Mary’s 

On the next divisional bead, Pray an: "Our Father", and then 
recite, 

 "Saint Joan of Arc, with you, I only wish to find my delight 
in practicing humility, charity, and penance, and all the 
virtues necessary to gain entrance into Heaven. Saint Joan 
of Arc, pray for us!" 

On the second group of five beads, say 5 Hail Mary’s 

On the next divisional bead, pray an:"Our Father", and then 
recite, 

"Saint Joan of Arc, be with me in all my struggles. Like the 
strong men of Israel, experienced in warfare, who 
constantly carry the sword at their side, to guard against 
unforeseen attacks during the night, may I ever be prepared 
for the combat. Together with the protection of the angels 
and saints grant me also your own; inspire my endeavours; 
be my help and my light to guide me to Jesus, our Chief, 
and when my earthly mission is accomplished, may I expire 
like you, repeating with love, Jesus! Jesus! Jesus!' - Saint 
Joan of Arc, pray for us!" 

On the third group of five beads, pray 5 Hail Mary’s 

Conclude the chaplet on the medal, by reciting the 
following prayer:  "Pray for us, Saint Joan of Arc, that we 
may be made worthy of the promises of Christ." 

https://www.rosaryandchaplets.com/chaplets/st_joan_of_arc_prayer.html  

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-joan-of-arc
https://www.rosaryandchaplets.com/chaplets/st_joan_of_arc_prayer.html

