
St. Luke 

Feast Day: October 18 

Patron Saint: Artists, Bachelors, 

Bookbinders, Brewers, Butchers, 

Doctors, Glass Makers, 

Glassworkers, Glaziers, Gold 

Workers, Goldsmiths, Lacemakers, 

Lace Workers, Notaries, Painters, 

Physicians, Sculptors, Stained Glass Workers, Surgeons, Unmarried 

Men, Worshipful Company of Painters 

Saint Luke was born at Antioch, Syria, according to the 
Church historian Eusebius.  He was a Gentile by birth and 
a physician by profession.  According to a legend of the 6th 
century he was also a painter. 

He was one of the earliest converts to the faith and later 
became the missionary companion of Saint Paul, whom he 
accompanied on part of his second and third missionary 
journeys, and attended during his Caesarean and Roman 
captivities.  Little is known with certainty of his 
subsequent life. 

Since Luke is mentioned in three 
letters, we can infer that he was a 
frequent companion of Saint Paul.  He 
also shared in Paul's labors, since he 
is referred to as one of Paul's "fellow 
workers."  The fact that Paul says, in 
his final letter, that "Luke alone is 
with me" suggests that he was a 
particularly intimate and faithful 
companion.  Finally, the reference to 
Luke as "the beloved physician" 
indicates that his "day job" (as 
opposed to his apostolic efforts) was 
a medical practitioner. 

The unanimous tradition of the 
Church ascribes the third Gospel to Saint Luke.  Allusions 
to and citations from the Gospel are most frequent in early 
Christian writings, and even heretics made diligent use of 
this inspired book.  The Gospel itself shows that its author 
was a person of literary powers, a physician, and a 
companion of Saint Paul.  Early Christian tradition ascribes 
the Gospel and its companions volume, The Acts of the 
Apostles, to approximately 75 A.D.  He also may have had a 
role in composing some of the letters attributed to Saint 
Paul.  Even if he only wrote Luke and Acts, though, he still 
wrote more of the New Testament than any other author!  
Luke and Acts together total almost 38,000 words, or 24%, 
of the whole New Testament. 

Luke's reference to narratives of the events in the Gospel 
that preceded his and his reference to having followed "all 
things," with those forming of his own account seem to 
indicate that he used written sources for some of his 
information.  Given the similarities that Luke has to 
Matthew and Mark (the other two Synoptic Gospels), it is 
likely that he used one or both of these.  He also says that 
he drew information from "eyewitnesses and ministers of 
the word."  One of the eyewitnesses he likely interviewed 
was the Virgin Mary herself.  Luke records the material in 
the infancy narrative in a way that implies Mary was the 
source of much or all of it (Luke 2:19, 51).  An individual 
who was both an eyewitness and a minister of the word 
that Luke likely interviewed is Saint Peter.  We have good 
reason to think that Saint Peter was one of the sources of 
Acts and if Luke interviewed him for that, he likely 
interviewed him for his Gospel as well. 

Little is known with certainty about the place of 
composition.  Some of the ancient authors suggest Achaia 
(Greece); some of the manuscripts mention Alexandria or 
Macedonia; while modern writers also defend Caesarea, 
Ephesus or Rome.  As an artist, Saint Luke shows his skill 
in portraying living characters, and he has remained an 
inspiration to painters for centuries.    The icon of Our Lady 

of Częstochowa has been intimately associated with 
Poland for the past 600 years. Its history prior to its arrival 
in Poland is shrouded in numerous legends which trace the 
icon's origin to St. Luke who painted it on a cedar table top 
from the house of the Holy Family.  As a historian, he is 
comparable with the great Greek and Latin writers.  In his 
Gospel there is a steady movement of events from Nazareth 
to Jerusalem, whereas in the Acts it is from Jerusalem to 
Rome. 
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Chaplet of St. Luke    A Niner 

Opening Prayer on the Medal: Almighty God, who didst 
inspire thy servant Luke the physician to set forth in the 
Gospel the love and healing power of thy Son, graciously 
continue in thy Church the love and power to heal, to the 
praise and glory of Thy name.  Through the same Thy Son 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

3 Sets of 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be 

Closing Prayer on the Crucifix: Saint Luke, in your 
Gospel, you show us the beauty of holiness.  Help us to 
reflect the image of Christ in the way we live our lives.  
Saint Luke, Pray for us! 
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