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Joseph Benedict Marcellin Champagnat was born in 
Marlhes, France in 1789. At the end of the French 
Revolution, he entered the seminary and was ordained a 
priest for the Archdiocese of Lyon. Marcellin's concern for 
the education of children and young people was rooted in 
his own educational experience. Because of the French 
Revolution, Marcellin did not attend school until age 11, 
and that experience lasted only one day! Marcellin 
watched in horror as the school teacher beat a student 
who tried to answer a question that had been posed to 
Marcellin. He left school that day and did not return to 
formal education until he entered the seminary at age 16. 
Although gifted with natural intelligence, Marcellin's lack 
of formal education caused him to struggle as a student. 
With determination and perseverance, Marcellin managed 
to meet all his academic requirements. His memories of 
the school teacher who beat the student, and his own 
recollections of his academic struggles were the basis of 
his educational philosophy: "Keep loving them as long as 
they are with you, since this is the only way to work with 
any success at reforming them. Love them all equally—no 

outcasts, no favorites" 

On October 28, 1816, three months 
after his ordination, Marcellin was 
called to the Montagne home where 
16 year old Jean-Baptiste Montagne 
was dying. As Marcellin prepared to 
hear the confession of Jean-Baptiste, 
he realized that the young man had 
little religious or academic education. 
It occurred to Marcellin that Jean-

Baptiste was one of many young people victimized by lack 
of education during and after the French Revolution. 

Marcellin's own difficult school experience and his 
encounter with Jean-Baptiste Montagne convinced him 
that he had to do something to combat the illiteracy and 
spiritual poverty of the young people in rural France. 

Six months after his ordination, Marcellin founded the 
religious community, "The Marist Brothers of the Schools" 
(also known as "The Little Brothers of Mary") to make 
known, through their lives and service, the love of Jesus 
and Mary - especially where access to love and support, 
education and catechism was remote. 

For himself and his Brothers, 
Marcellin wished "goods which 
are more solid and real" than 
material possessions. He said of 
his community's mission that 
they were to "serve God with 
fervor, to fulfill faithfully all the 
duties of our state, to work every 
day to detach our heart from 
creatures in order to give it to 
Jesus and Mary, to open it to all 
the movements of grace." The 
Brothers would find their glory, Marcellin said, in their 
efforts "to imitate and follow Jesus Christ," guided and 
strengthened by the Spirit. In all their being and work 
among the young, they were "to make Jesus Christ known 
and loved." 

A man of deep prayer, Marcellin was grounded in a loving 
community. His devotion to the love of God, Mary, and his 
Brothers inspired him to a universal mission. The Marist 
Brothers were known for their family spirit and simple 
Gospel way of being fully present to each other and all 
people. Their schools multiplied at a fast pace - almost a 
dozen a year. 

Marcellin often proclaimed, "This is all God's work...this is 
all Mary's work." That remains true to the spirit of today's 
Marist Brothers and their lay colleagues as they respond in 
fresh, bold and creative ways to meet the needs of youth. 
Today his passionate spirit, daring vision and persistent 
work are embodied in the mission of Marist Brothers 
living on five continents. 

After a long-term illness, Champagnat died of cancer on 6 
June 1840, age 51.  He left this message in his Spiritual 
Testament of 18 May 1840: "Let there be among you just 
one heart and one mind. Let it always be said of the Little 
Brothers of Mary as it was of the early Christians: See how 
they love one another!" At his death, there were 280 Marist 
Brothers in the South of France – the number grew to 1500 
in 1856. Today there are 5000 in 74 countries (and tens of 
thousands of lay people!).  

In 1955 Marcellin Champagnat was declared Blessed by 
Pope Pius XII. He was canonized by Pope John Paul II on 
April 18, 1999. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5612  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5612


Chaplet of St. Marcellin Champagnat 

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix:  Mary, my Good 
Mother, I am called here to do good: I can achieve 
nothing without the assistance of your divine Son, 
and yours as well. This is why I ask you to help me.  I 
ask you to be with me, directing my hands, my words, 
my heart, my whole person.  And when I am faced 
with some difficulties, Good Mother, I will entrust 
them to you though I myself will do all that depends 
on me.  I offer and commend to you, all that will be 

entrusted to me. Amen. (Prayer of St. Marcellin) 

3 sets of 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be. 

Closing Prayer on the Medal:  Saint Marcellin, 
through faith you accomplished what many thought 
was impossible.  Help me to deepen my own faith so 
that my relationship with the Lord will always be an 
essential part of my life.  Help me to listen for God’s 
voice in my own life so that I will have the confidence 
to share my faith and my love of the Lord with those 
making the Encounter.  Like you, St. Marcellin, I 
place my trust in the Lord and in Mary, our Good 
Mother.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Prayers 

Lord, God, You raise up saints from age to age to 
speak anew Your Word to us, to guide us in Your 
ways.  And so in days when the vision faded You 
inspired Marcellin Champagnat with a vision that 
leads toward You; in days when we can lose courage, 
You give us a man of strength to walk before us with 
conviction; in days when our faith is assailed by 
winds of change You present us with a prophet 
whose faith remained firm.  May Champagnat’s 
vision, strength and faith, so firmly fixed on those 
same virtues of Mary, our Good Mother, continue to 
inspire us as we reach towards You in our daily lives.  
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Find more here:   

https://www.champagnat.org/e_maristas/livros_recebidos/
Marist_Illuminations_Prayer_Book_Vol_I.pdf#:~:text=With
%20Love%2C%20Fraternity%2Candy%20Gratitude%2C
Caramele%20Prayer%20to%20St.%20Marcellin,always%
20be%20an%20essential%20part%20of%20my%20life.  
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