
St. Genesius 

Feast Day: August 25 

Patron Saint: Actors, 

Actresses, Comedians, 

Clowns, Dancers, and all who 

work in the theatrical arts, 

Cinema, Epilepsy, and 

Lawyers 

According to an ancient Roman tradition, St Genesius was 

an actor of some renown who was martyred for the 

Christian faith. A seventh century document claiming to be 

the Acts of his martyrdom, relates that Genesius lived in 

Rome at the turn of the 3rd/4th centuries, and died in the 

persecution of the Emperor Diocletian around the year 303 

AD. Diocletian’s persecution was the most severe in the 

Roman period and claimed the lives of Christians of all 

ages. 

According to the Acts, Genesius was a gifted actor, 

comedian and playwright and the leader of a troupe of 

actors. Despite his talents, his position within Roman 

society would not have been distinguished. Acting at that 

time was not considered to be a very respectable 

occupation and it is most likely that he was not a Roman 

citizen, even if he had been born in the city: at that time 

actors were classed as slaves or laborers at best. Theatre in 

this period had declined and those who worked in the 

profession would rarely have performed the great dramas 

of the Greek and Roman playwrights. 

When Diocletian initiated his great persecution, Genesius, 

who was a pagan, hatched a grand scheme to construct a 

play parodying the Christian faith. Diocletian was due in 

Rome in the summer of 303 to celebrate his twenty years as 

emperor and various civic and cultural events were being 

organized for the visit. Given the emperor’s hatred of 

Christians, a satire mocking Christianity performed during 

the jubilee celebrations would not only amuse the emperor 

but might also win Genesius favor at the Imperial court and 

could prove quite lucrative.  

First, he would need to do his “research.”  Approaching 

members of the Christian community Genesius managed to 

persuade them that he wanted to convert. It is a credit to his 

acting skills that he managed to convince the Christian 

leaders who at this time would have been very wary of 

infiltration by spies. Genesius was accepted, enrolled as a 

catechumen, and he began the period of instruction which 

would eventually lead to baptism. Given that Christians 

were now living in fear of their lives, Genesius’ scheme was 

risky – if caught in a raid his plan could cost him his life. He 

was particularly interested in baptism – the concept of 

water washing away sinfulness and the old way of life 

fascinated the Romans whose love of water and bathing led 

them to be open to its spiritual significance. Discussing the 

sacrament at great length with his teachers, Genesius 

decided that this would form the theme of his comedy. 

When he had done enough research, he abandoned the 

catechumenate. Gathering his troupe of actors he explained 

the scenario of his farce, and together they composed the 

comedy: Roman mimes and pantomimes were mostly 

improvised.  

As he had hoped, the emperor was present at the 

performance and Genesius himself led his troupe of actors 

in the farce: he was playing the role of a sick man confined 

to bed who was crying out for baptism. As the play grew 

more outrageous – to the delight of the emperor, an actor 

playing a priest came on stage to “baptize” the ailing 

catechumen. As the actor poured the water over his head, 

Genesius was suddenly struck by the grace of God: he saw 

the truth of Christianity and began to profess his faith in 

Jesus Christ. It soon became clear to the emperor and the 

audience that he was no longer acting. 

According to the Acts, Genesius addressed the emperor 

himself and called on him to embrace Christianity:  I came 

here today to please an earthly Emperor but what I have done is to 

please a heavenly King. I came here to give you laughter, but 

what I have done is to give joy to God and his angels. From this 

moment on, believe me, I will never mock these great mysteries 

again. I now know that the Lord Jesus 

Christ is the true God, the Light, the 

Truth and the Mercy of all who have 

received his gift of baptism. O great 

Emperor, believe in these mysteries! I 

will teach you, and you will know the 

Lord Jesus Christ is the true God.” 

The performance was stopped and 

Genesius and his troupe were 

arrested. While his colleagues were 

released having convinced the 

emperor they had nothing to do with Christianity, possibly 

offering sacrifices to the gods to convince the paranoid 

emperor, Genesius continued to profess the Christian faith. 

When persuasion failed, he was handed over to the prefect 



of the praetorium, He was tortured in an effort to make him 

recant and offer sacrifice to the Roman gods. This torture 

was horrific: he was beaten with rods, racked, lacerated 

with iron hooks and burned with torches – his insult to the 

emperor required a definitive recantation, yet Genesius 

remained steadfast. After much suffering he was finally 

condemned to death and was beheaded. According to the 

Acts, his last words are believed to have been: “Our Lord 

Jesus Christ is God and we shall have life in his name”.   

Hearing of his death, the Christians realized that Genesius 

had been converted and put to death for the faith. They 

managed to secure his body and buried him in the 

Cemetery of St Hippolytus on the 

Via Tiburtina with other 

Christian martyrs. When the 

persecution ended and following 

the Christianisation of Rome, his 

remains were exhumed and later 

solemnly enshrined in the 

Church of San Giovanni della 

Pigna near the Pantheon in 

Rome. Pope Gregory III honored 

him in 741 by beautifying his 

tomb and the Church. In 1591 his 

relics were transferred to a tomb 

in the Church of Santa Susanna 

where they lie to this day. 
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The Chaplet of St. Genesius 

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix (the Apostles Creed): 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 

son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell and on the third day He rose 

again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and from thence He shall 

come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

On the first bead: Our Father 

On each of the ten beads:  V. Through the 

intercession of St Genesius and the blood of the Holy 

Martyrs,  R. strengthen us with your grace, O Lord, 

and save us by the Blood of the Lamb.  Followed by 

Glory Be… 

On the single bead at the end:  Hail Mary 

V. Immaculate Heart of Mary, Queen of Martyrs, pray 

for us:  R. that we may be made worthy of the 

promises of Christ. 

On the medal:  Holy St Genesius, martyr for Christ, 

by the grace of the Holy Spirit through your acting 

you came to discover the truth of the Christian faith.  

In your first profession of that faith you were baptized 

through the shedding of your blood, offering your life 

for the praise and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pray for those who dedicate their lives to the 

theatrical and cinematic arts. Like you, may they find 

the presence of the Lord in their work and generously 

open their hearts to his teaching, living it in the midst 

of the challenges and demands of their calling.  In this 

prayer, I remember most especially …., commending 

him/her /them to your care. 

Let us pray  Eternal Father, in your love you call all 

men and women to come to know you and to share in 

your divine life. Through the intercession of your 

martyr, Genesius, who responded so generously to 

the grace of conversion, grant that the same grace may 

be given to those who as yet do not know you, and 

may be renewed in those who do. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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