
St. Hyacinth 

Feast Day: August 17 

Patron Saint: of Lithuania, UST- 
College of Tourism and Hospitality 
Management, invoked by those in 
danger of drowning; Basilica of St. 
Hyacinth, of Pierogis 

 

Born of noble parents in Poland around 1185, he was 
educated in Kracow. His early education was 
entrusted to the care of his uncle, a pious priest who 
later became Bishop of Krakow. Hyacinth manifested 
so much learning and piety that he was sent to 
complete his studies at the best universities in Europe. 

On a trip to Rome in 1218, he met St. Dominic, from 
whom both Hyacinth and his cousin, Ceslaus, received 
the habit of the Friars Preachers. A painting at the 
Dominican Church of Santa Sabina in Rome depicts 
this event with Ceslaus lying prostrate on the floor 
and Hyacinth being clothed by St. Dominic in the 
white robe of “the athletes of the faith.” Within a few 
months of his reception of the habit, Hyacinth 
embarked on his first mission, sent by St. Dominic to 
preach and establish the Order in Poland. 

For the next 35 years, this great disciple of Dominic 
devoted himself to preaching the Gospel, encouraging 
his followers to nurture the practice of study, and 
opening new Dominican monasteries. He was tireless 
in his efforts, soon establishing Dominican Friaries 
and Convents in all the major cities in Poland. These 
houses became known as centers of theological 
thought and missionary activity.  

He extended his missionary activity through Russia, 
Lithuania, present day Czech Republic and Slovakia, 
Austria, Bohemia, Greece, Turkey and northern China. 
After crossing the Baltic Sea, he preached in Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway and is also said to have visited 
Scotland. 

He inherited from St. Dominic a child-like and tender 
devotion to the Mother of God. To her he attributed 
his success, and to her aid he looked for his salvation. 
When Hyacinth was at Kiev, the fierce Tartars sacked 
the town, but it was only as he finished Mass that he 

heard of the danger. Without 
waiting to unvest, he took the 
ciborium in his hands, and was 
fleeing the church. It is recorded 
that as he passed by an image of 
Mary, he heard a voice say, 
“Hyacinth, my son, why dost 
thou leave me behind? Take me 
with thee and leave me not to 
mine enemies.” Although the 
statue was heavy alabaster, when 
Hyacinth took it in his arms, it 
was light as a reed. With the 
Blessed Sacrament and the image of Mary he came to 
the river Dnieper and walked over the surface of the 
waters. 

After unceasing labors and vast journeys, Hyacinth 
spent his last few months of life in a monastery he had 
founded in Kracow. He worked numerous miracles, 
even raising a dead youth to life.  He was also known 
for feeding the poor with Pierogis, a luxury food item 
at the time. 

Although worn out and weakened by illness and fever, 
he kept watch in the service of God until his death by 
celebrating Mass on the Feast of the Assumption. He 
was anointed at the foot of the altar on August 15, 1257 
and died the same day. Canonized over 300 years later, 
he was the seventh Dominican to be raised to 
sainthood. 

This Polish Dominican responded without hesitation 
to the personal call of Christ, re-echoed centuries later 

by St. John Paul II in the words, duc in altum (cast out 
into the deep). Hyacinth followed Christ with all the 
idealism and fervor of his youth. With trust, Hyacinth 
put the little he had into the hands of the Lord, who 
blessed and multiplied his offering, feeding the 
thousands who were converted, baptized, re-
evangelized or inspired to join the Order of Preachers. 

https://www.nashvilledominican.org/community/our-dominican-
heritage/our-saints-and-blesseds/st-hyacinth/  

https://sthyacinth.org/who-is-st-hyacinth  
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The Chaplet of St. Hyacinth 

Opening Prayer on the 
Crucifix:  O holy St. 
Hyacinth, we ask you to 
intercede for us and win 
God's blessings for us.  We 
come together as family to 
bring praise and worship to 
the Father. May we live lives 
that are holy.  Bless us with 
your devotion to Mary the 
Mother of God and with an 
ardent faith in Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament.  Win for us the graces to continue 
to live according to gospel values and the teachings of 
the church.  Intercede for us and protect us as we 
place ourselves under your patronage and care. 

3 Sets of 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be 

Closing Prayer on the Medal:  O almighty and eternal 
God, thanks to your grace, Saint Hyacinth renewed 
and strengthened numerous nations through 
persistent proclamation of the Gospel.  Through his 
intercession, multiply our faith so that we may be able 
to work for your glory and salvation of people.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Opening Prayer: 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.c

fm?id=1321  

Closing Prayer: 

https://www.catholicdoors.com/prayers/novenas/p03966.htm  
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