
 

Born: 1603 Death: 1663 Canonized: 1767 

Patron Saint: Aviators, Pilots, Studying, Exams, 
Astronauts, Air Travelers, Those Suffering Mental 

Handicaps & Learning Disabilities 

St. Joseph was born in 1603 at Cupertino, in the 
diocese of Nardo in the Kingdom of Naples. After 
spending his childhood and adolescence in simplicity 
and innocence, he finally joined the Franciscan Friars 
Minor Conventual. After his ordination to the holy 
priesthood, he gave himself up entirely to a life of 
devotion to the Lord and his church. His deep 
devotional life led him to the kind of holiness which is 
forged through humility, voluntary mortification, and 
obedience. He was consecrated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and promoted devotion to her among all classes 
of people as wonderful path to a deeper Christian life 
and love for Jesus Christ. 

It is said that his mother often considered him a 
nuisance and treated him harshly. Joseph was 
purported to be slow to learn and absent-minded. He 
was said to frequently wander aimlessly, with his 
mouth gaping open. And, he had a bad temper, so, he 
was not at all popular. He tried to learn the trade of 
shoemaking, but failed. He asked to become a 
Franciscan, but they initially would not accept him. 
Finally he did join the Capuchins. However, for a very 
short period of time. Eight months later, they sent him 
away. Sources say it was because he could not seem to 
do anything right. 

He dropped piles of dishes and kept forgetting to do 
what he was told. His mother was not at all pleased to 
have the eighteen-year-old Joseph back home again, so 
she finally got him accepted as a servant at the 
Franciscan monastery. He was given the friars habit 
and put to hard work taking care of the horses. 

About this time, Joseph began to change. He grew in 
humility and gentleness, fruits of the Holy Spirit at 
work in a person. He became more careful and 
successful at his work. He also began to pray more do 
more voluntary acts of penance. Finally, he was able to 
enter the Franciscan order and, eventually, study for 
the priesthood. Although he was a good and holy friar, 
he had a very hard time with studies. During his 
seminary exams, the examiner happened to ask him to 
explain the only thing from Scripture that he knew 
well, and so he was ordained a deacon, and later a 
priest. 

After this, the Holy Spirit began to work many 
amazing miracles through St. 
Joseph. Over seventy times, 
people say they saw him rise from 
the ground while offering mass or 
praying. Often he went into 
ecstasy and would be caught up in 
talking with God. He fell so deeply 
in love with God that everything 
he saw only drew him into a 
deeper union. He said that all the 
troubles of this world were 
nothing but the "play" battles children have with 
popguns.  

The friars in the house in which he was staying took a 
keen interest in his holiness and supernatural powers, 
but not always for the right motives. The superior 
would reprimand Joseph for not accepting money and 
many other gifts, which were offered to him for curing 
people, particularly members of the nobility. But for 
Joseph, money and grace did not mix. He would often 
find himself in trouble when he returned to the friary 
with his habit torn as the people tried to get what they 
could as a relic. 

His fame spread to many places and when he was 
traveling people came from near and far to see him and 
to seek his prayers. Joseph had many flights in front of 
thousand of people and he healed many of the sick 
instantly. He was greeted as a prophet and venerated 
as a saint. This happened to such an extent that the 
religious authorities became alarmed. Amongst these 
were certain wary individuals who did not understand 
Joseph’s sanctity. One such person was Monsignor 
Joseph Palamolla, the Vicar Apostolic of a vacant 
diocese, who on May 26, 1636, sent a formal letter of 



accusation to the Inquisition at Naples. He accused 
Joseph of going about attracting people to himself as if 
was another Messiah and performing works which the 
gullible people believed to be miracles. 

He received a letter from Rome commanding him to be 
present for his Inquisition and two friars accompanied 
him for the hundreds of miles of walking. Many of his 
brothers were very upset for the negative scandal this 
could bring to the Order. At one point a friar he didn’t 
recognize joined him as he walked along giving him 
great strength and comfort, and when that friar 
disappeared, the other men had never seen him. Joseph 
believed that it had been St. Anthony of Padua.  He 
was detained for several weeks and yet they could find 
no fault, only a life worthy of admiration and imitation. 
Even the Pope was in attendance when his innocence 
was declared.   

St. Joseph became so famous for the miracles that he 
was finally kept hidden from the public, but he was 
happy for the chance to be alone with his beloved 
Lord. On His part, Jesus never left him alone and one 
day came to bring him to Heaven.  

The life of this saint was continued to be marked by 
many ecstasies and levitations. The mere mention of 
God or a spiritual matter was enough to take him out 
of his senses; at Mass he is said to have frequently 
floated in the air in rapture. Once as Christmas carols 
were being sung, he soared to the high altar and knelt 
in the air, in ecstatic prayer. The people flocked to him 
in droves seeking help and advice in the confessional, 
and he assisted many in living a truly devout Christian 
life. However, this humble man had to endure many 
severe trials and terrible temptations throughout his 
life. He died on September 18, 1663. Pope Clement XIII 
canonized him in 1767. He is the patron saint of air 
travelers, pilots and learning disabled. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=72  

https://www.kwl.com.au/blog/theology/the-life-of-saint-joseph-
of-cupertino/  

 

Chaplet Opening Prayer: https://stjosephcupertino.org/prayers-to-st-
joseph-of-cupertino 

Chaplet Closing Prayer: 
https://www.blessedbeadsrosaries.com/joseph-cupertino 

 

The Chaplet of St. Joseph of 
Cupertino 

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix: St. 
Joseph of Cupertino, patron saint of 
students, saint of joy, master of 
prayer, enchanted by the gospel and 
the Eucharist, accept my prayer with 
kindness. You who always faced the 
difficulties of life, without ever straying from the 
divine will, to which you adhered with constant faith 
and commitment; now understand the special state of 
mind in which I find myself and intercede with Our 
Lord so that he may grant me the grace I so need, let 
me feel the divine presence, and help me, with your 
example, to follow his will. Trusting in your 
protection, I renew with much faith my intention of 
gratitude and good will and I confide in your support. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

3 Sets of 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be 

Closing Prayer on the Medal: O glorious Saint Joseph 
of Cupertino, who in this life spoke constantly to the 
hearts of the faithful through heroic virtues and 
marvelous wonders worked by the hand of God, turn 
to us who implore your blessing. 

Arouse in our hearts some spark of that divine love 
which so inflamed your soul so that we may desire 
nothing more than to please God all the days of our 
lives.  And just as you were lifted up from the Earth in 
ecstasy on hearing the sweet names of Jesus and Mary, 
pray that we, too, may detach ourselves from the 
things of Earth, realize the vanity of the world, detest 
our sins and obtain pardon for them. 

Strengthen our faith, O good Saint Joseph, revive our 
hope and inflame our love so that we may have Jesus 
always in our minds and hearts, and after a good 
Christian death, may merit to enjoy His glory with you 
in Paradise.  Amen 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH OF CUPERTINO 
FOR SUCCESS IN EXAMINATIONS 

 
O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on earth did 
obtain from God the grace to be asked at your examination 
only the questions you knew, obtain for me a like favor in 
the examinations for which I am now preparing. In return I 
promise to make you known and cause you to be invoked. 
Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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