
 

Born: 1245 Died: 1310 Canonized: 1446 

Patron Saint: Souls in Purgatory, Epidemics, Against Fires 

Nicholas of Tolentino (1245-1305) was a simple priest and 
Augustinian friar who touched the lives of many. His sprit 
of prayer, penance, austerity of life and devotion to the 
Holy Souls were notable. His preaching brought many to 
Christ. 

Nicholas Gurutti was born in 1245 in Sant'Angelo, 
Pontano, Macerata, Italy. His family was rather poor. His 
parents, after many years of marriage, were childless. His 
mother, Amada Gaidani, who was very devoted to St. 
Nicholas of Mira, promised that if she were freed of 
sterility, she would give the child that she conceived to the 
religious life, be it a boy or a girl. 

The Saint himself, later told a friend – the notary Berardo 
Apillaterra, what happened: “Having made the vow, they 
went to visit the Shrine of St. Nicholas, in Bari. Upon their 
return, I have been told that my mother conceived me.”3 
Thus the miracle boy was born in 1242, in the small 
Castelo Sant’Angelo, modern-day Sant’Angelo in Pontano, 
and was given the name of his patron. 

From a tender age, Nicholas fled from all that was worldly 
and frivolous and prayed with such recollection that he 
awakened admiration. At only seven, he started to fast 
three times a week and to eagerly welcome the poor into 
the family home. He would also retire to a nearby cave to 
devote himself to solitary prayer. 

As he grew older, he attended Mass and served as an 
acolyte. Many years later, he revealed a childhood vision to 
a religious who cared for him during one of his many 
illnesses: “My son, it is a grievous thing that one loses 
childhood innocence and thus reaches old age. Even 
though I am the sinner that you see, when I was enjoying 
that innocent age, attending Mass in the church as usual, 
at the moment when the celebrant raised the Lord’s Body, 
according to the ritual, I clearly saw with my own eyes a 
handsome boy, marvellously attired, with a luminous face 
and a joyful gaze, who said to me: ‘The innocent and the 
just are united with Me.’”4 

He joined the Augustinian Order while a young man (only 
14!), after hearing the inspired preaching of Reginaldo da 
Monterubbiano, Prior (local superior) of the Augustinian 
monastery in Sant'Angelo. He was extremely devoted and 
made his solemn perpetual profession before turning 18. 

As a priest and religious, he was full of charity towards his 
brother Augustinians as well as towards the people to 
whom he ministered. He visited the sick and cared for the 
needy. He was a noted preacher of the Gospel. He gave 
special attention to those who had fallen away from the 
Church. People considered him a miracle worker. He often 
fasted and performed other works of penance. He spent 
long hours in prayer. 

The story is told that, one day, having fasted for a long 
time, Nicholas was physically weak. While at prayer, 
Jesus told him to eat some bread marked with a cross and 
soaked in water in order to regain his strength. Thus arose 
the Augustinian custom of blessing and distributing Saint 
Nicholas Bread in his memory. 

Another story relates that 
Nicholas, while asleep in bed, 
heard the voice of a deceased 
friar he had known. This friar 
told Nicholas that he was in 
Purgatory, and urged him to 
celebrate the Eucharist for him 
and other souls there, so that 
they would be set free by the 
power of Christ. Nicholas did 
so for seven days. The friar 
again spoke to Nicholas, 
thanking him and assuring him 
that a large number of souls 
were now with God. Because of 
this Nicholas was proclaimed 
patron of the souls in Purgatory. 

During most of his adult life, Nicholas lived in Tolentino, 
Italy. There he remained for 30 years, excelling, according 
to one of his biographers, “in four important points: Mass, 
Confessions, preaching, and visiting the poor and sick.” 
His person, his actions and his miracles marked the city by 
whose name he would be known across the centuries, 
converting and encouraging souls to grow in fervour to 
these days.  

One year before departing for eternity, he saw, in a dream, 
a star of extraordinary brilliance rise in the sky of 
Saint’Angelo, his birthplace, and move toward Tolentino, 
coming to rest over the altar of the oratory where he 
celebrated daily Mass and said his prayers. 



Intrigued, Fr. Nicholas consulted a brother of good 
reputation and learning about the significance of the 
occurrence, and received this reply: “Father, this star is 
undoubtedly a sign of your sanctity, and I am sure that it 
will finish its course where your body shall be buried.”13 
The Saint protested this interpretation, but the facts prove 
how true it was: until his death, a luminous star 
accompanied him in plain sight of all. 

In addition, during his last six months of earthly life, “the 
Angels descended every night to his cell to regale him with 
their melodies and to give him a foretaste of eternal 
glory.”14 Toward the end of his life, he underwent 
prolonged illness. Despite this, he kept up his intense 
mortifications, including foregoing the eating of flesh. His 
Augustinian brothers, though, out of concern for his 
health and wanting to restore him, brought to him roasted 
birds to eat. But instead of dining on them, St. Nicholas  
made the sign of the Cross over them -- and they 
resurrected and flew away. 

 

Feeling that the moment of his departure was 
approaching, St. Nicholas received Viaticum and Extreme 
Unction with deep fervour and then gave himself over to 
lofty contemplation. On the day of his death, he embraced 
the relic of the Holy Cross and surrendered his innocent 
soul to God as he said: “In manus tuas, Domine, comendo 
spiritum meum – Father, into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit” (Lk 23:46). He died September 10, 1305. Canonized 
in 1446 by Pope Eugene IV, Nicholas is the first 
Augustinian friar to be canonized after the Grand Union 
of the Order of St. Augustine in 1256. 

Fulfilling the forecast of the star, at the tomb where the 
incorrupt body of St. Nicholas of Tolentino lies, grace 
opens souls to Christ through his intercession, to this day, 
operating conversions and miracles with its heavenly light. 
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The Chaplet of St. Nicholas of Tolentino 

A Niner 

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix: 
O God, source of strength and 
courage, you gave your beloved 
preacher, Saint Nicholas of 
Tolentino, the conviction of faith to 
the very end. Grace us with the 
ability to translate your teaching 
into action, remain patient amid 
hardship, serve the poor and those who suffer, and 
live as your true and faithful servants. Saint Nicholas 
of Tolentino, pray for us. 

3 Sets of 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be 

Closing Prayer on the Medal: Lord, you worked 
miracles of healing and comfort at the hands of St. 
Nicholas: hear all who cry to you in distress, in 
sickness and in every danger of soul and body, and 
save them in your mercy. 

Almighty God, your glory shone upon the Church 
through the holiness and miracles of St. Nicholas of 
Tolentino. In answer to his prayers, keep your holy 
people in peace and unity. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

~ ~ ~ 

Special Prayer for the Deceased: Lord, God of 
holiness and light. You do not allow any shadow of 
darkness or evil in your sight, and so in your mercy 
you grant to those who have left this world burdened 
with sin, a time of purification, applying to them the 
spiritual treasurers of your holy Church. Hear my 
prayer and through the merits of Christ, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the saints, and all your faithful people, 
bring to an end this time of waiting for our beloved 
dead, especially_______________________.  In your 
providence, you have chosen Saint Nicholas of 
Tolentino as a special intercessor on behalf of the 
departed. Hear also his fervent prayer for those whom 
I recommend to you through his intercession. Amen. 
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