
 

Patron Saint: Lepers, Outcasts, Those with 
HIV/AIDS, Hawaii 

Saint Marianne Cope, O.S.F. is also known as Saint 
Marianne of Moloka'i. She was born in Germany on 
January 23, 1838 and spent much of her life working in 
Hawai'i working with lepers on the island of Moloka'i. 

Cope was born on January 23, 1838 in Heppenheim, in 
what was then the Grand Duchy of Hesse. Today, that 
region is part of Germany. She was baptized Maria Anna 
Barbara Koob, which was later changed to Cope. 

Just a year after her birth, her family emigrated to the 
United States, settling in Utica, New York. Cope attended 
a parish school until she reached the eighth grade. By that 
time, her father had become an invalid and she went to 
work in a factory to support the family. 

Her father died in 1862, and this along with her siblings 
maturity, permitted her to leave the factory to pursue a 
religious life. She became a novitiate of the Sisters of the 
Third Order Regular of Saint Francis based in Syracuse, 
New York. She took the name Marianne when she 
completed her formation. 

German-speaking immigrants settled in large numbers in 
her area of New York state, so she became a teacher and 
later a principal at a school for immigrant children. 

Cope also helped direct the opening of the first two 
Catholic hospitals in 
central New York. She 
arranged for students 
from the Geneva 
Medical College in 
New York to work at 
the hospital, but also 
stipulated that patients 
should be able to refuse 
treatment by them. It 
was one of the first 
times in history that 

the right of a patient to refuse treatment was recognized. 

By 1883, Cope had become the Superior General of her 
congregation. It was at this time she received a plea for 
help from leprosy sufferers in Hawaii. King Kalakaua 
himself sent the letter asking for aid in treating patients 
who were isolated on the island of Moloka'i. The King had 
already been declined by more than 50 other religious 
institutes. 

Mother Marianne, as she was then known, left Syracuse 
with six sisters to attend to the sick, and arrived on 
November 8, 1883.  Once arrived, Mother Marianne 
managed a hospital on the island of O'ahu, where victims 
of leprosy were sent for triage. The most severe patients 
were sent to the island of Moloka'i. The next year, Mother 
Marianne helped establish the Malulani hospital on the 
island of Maui. 

In 1888, Mother Marianne 
and two sisters went to 
Molokai to open a home for 
“unprotected women and 
girls” there. The Hawaiian 
government was quite 
hesitant to send women for 
this difficult assignment; 
they need not have worried 
about Mother Marianne! On Molokai she took charge of 
the home that Saint Damien de Veuster (Damein of 
Molokai) had established for men and boys. Mother 
Marianne changed life on Molokai by introducing 
cleanliness, pride, and fun to the colony. Bright scarves 
and pretty dresses for the women were part of her 
approach. 

Her tenure at Malulani hospital did not last as she was 
soon called back to O'ahu to deal with claims of abuse 
from the government-appointed administrator there. 
Upon arrival and following an initial investigation, 
Mother Marianne demanded that he resign or she would 
leave. The government dismissed the administrator and 
gave her full management of the hospital there.  

Although Mother Marianne was getting older, her 
workload only seemed to increase. Soon, she was 
responsible for orphans of women who had contracted the 
disease as well as clergy who had contracted the disease 
while working with lepers (she had cared for St. Damien 
of Molokai until his passing). Awarded the Royal Order of 
Kapiolani by the Hawaiian government and celebrated in a 
poem by Robert Louis Stevenson, Mother Marianne 
continued her work faithfully. Her sisters have attracted 
vocations among the Hawaiian people and still work on 
Molokai. 



Eventually, Mother Marianne's work became a burden on 
her frail body and she was confined to a wheelchair. 
Despite this limitation, she continued to work tirelessly. 
Many noticed that despite all her years of work she never 
contracted leprosy herself, which many regarded as a 
miracle in itself. Mother Marianne’s invaluable example of 
never-failing optimism, serenity and trust in God inspired 
hope in those around her and allayed the Sisters’ fear of 
catching leprosy. She taught her Sisters that their primary 
duty was “to make life as pleasant and as comfortable as 
possible for those of our fellow creatures whom God has 
chosen to afflict with this terrible disease…”. 

Mother Marianne passed away of natural causes on 
August 9, 1918 and was buried at Bishop Home. 

In the years following her death, several miracles were 
reported in her name. In 1993, a woman was miraculously 
cured after multiple organ failure following prayers to 
Mother Marianne. The woman's subsequent recovery was 
certified by the Church and Mother Marianne was 
beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on May 14, 2005. She was 
a woman who spoke “the language of truth and love” to 
the world, said Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, prefect of 
the Congregation for Saints’ Causes. Cardinal Martins, 
who presided at the beatification Mass in St. Peter’s 
Basilica, called her life “a wonderful work of divine grace.” 
Speaking of her special love for persons suffering from 
leprosy, he said, “She saw in them the suffering face of 
Jesus. Like the Good Samaritan, she became their mother.” 

After her beatification, Mother Marianne's remains were 
moved to Syracuse, New York and placed in a shrine. On 
December 6, 2011, an additional miracle was credited to 
her and approved by Benedict. On October 21, 2012, she 
was officially canonized by Benedict. 
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The Chaplet of St. Marianne Cope 

A Decade Rosary 

Opening Prayer on the Crucifix: Lord Jesus, you who 
gave us your commandment of love of God and neighbor, 
and identified yourself in a special way with the most 
needy of your people, hear our prayer. 

Faithful to your teaching, St. Marianne Cope loved and 
served her neighbor, especially the most desolate outcast, 
giving herself generously and heroically for those afflicted 
by leprosy. She alleviated their physical and spiritual 
sufferings, thus helping them to accept their afflictions 
with patience. 

Her care and concern for others manifested the great love 
you have for us. Through her merits and intercession, 
grant us the favor which we confidently ask of you so that 
the people of God, following the inspiration of her life and 
apostolate, may practice charity towards all according to 
your word and example. Amen. 

1 Our Father, 10 Hail Mary’s 

Closing Prayer on the Medal: Saint Marianne, you were a 
martyr in spirit, laying down your life for those in need of 
your love and affection. You embraced the outcast 
wholeheartedly with joy and gratitude. Please pray for me, 
that I may also seek out the outcasts in our world and help 
them come to know the love and mercy of our glorious 
God. Saint Marianne, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Prayer: https://www.saintmarianne.org/prayer---novena2.html  

Closing Prayer: https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-

year/january-23-saint-marianne-cope-virgin-usa-optional-memorial/  
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