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Parish Council Meeting Minutes
(11-28-2023) Meeting opened at 7:00 pm by Father Kien Nguyen with a prayer.  

Members & Guests Present:  Father Kien Nguyen, Ron French, Kim Fell (Business Manager), Paula Filiatreau, Jean Nalley, Danny Fogle, Laverne Williams, Renelle Stallings, Rose Ann Downs (virtual), Karie French (virtual), Tim Hutchins,  Jason Morgan, Fred Avis

Members Absent: Deidre Mackin

Financial Report (Kim Fell):
•Collections are up approximately $10000 over budget.
•PTO had very successful fundraisers with $7000 at the Yard Sale and $36000 at the Fall Festival.
•Large expenses so far this year were $22000 for new cafeteria A/C unit and $7000 to paint/seal shed.

Worship Committee (Jean Nalley): 
•Our Halloween event and Consolation event were both successful with high attendance. Had some trouble with sound system.
•Clara hosted a Confirmation retreat at the Family Center on Nov. 7th.
•Advent books have been placed in the gathering space for families to pick up.
•Choirs are set for Christmas masses.  More Eucharistic Ministers are needed.  Sign up sheets will be posted.
•Deep cleaning day had 12 volunteers. Everything completed except mopping, which will be done closer to Christmas.
•Dec. 6th will be First Reconciliation and Dec. 8th is a holy day with masses at 8:45 am and 7 pm.
•The Altar Society will host a bake sale at the Crafts Fair on Dec. 16th and will be accepting donated treats.

Formation Committee (Renelle Stallings):
•The PREP program has about 40 students and Children’s Church has 15-20 regular attendees. OCIA has 4 candidates.  Prep is still in need of volunteers.
•Important Dates: Welcome Rite for OCIA Candidates-Dec. 10th, First Communion-Apr. 28th, May Procession-May 5th, Confirmation-May 8th.
•Lenten Mission is still being planned-more information to come later.
•The National Eucharistic Congress will be held in Indianapolis July 17th-21st, 2024. The St. Juan Diego route will start in Brownsville, TX and pass through Bardstown on its way to Louisville before going on to Indy. St.Gregory will host a holy hour, talk, and meal here for the pilgrimage on Sunday, July 7th.
•The next Formation Committee meeting will be Feb. 13th.

Service Committee (Danny Fogle):
•We will host an event for Our Lady of Guadalupe on Dec. 9th. Doors will open at 5 pm and the meal will begin at 5:30 pm.  Help is needed to cut up chicken. Volunteers will begin at 10 am that day. Sign up sheets will be placed in the gathering space.
•Many people showed up to help with Feeding America for Thanksgiving and many people received food.
•The next Service Committee meeting is scheduled for Dec. 5th.







Youth Group (Karie French-virtual):
•Karie shared the group’s heartfelt thanks to the parish for the overwhelming support for their trip to NCYC. They had a wonderful experience and brought back many topics to discuss related to this year’s theme of being Fully Alive and True to Yourself.  They were very grateful to have Fr. Kien with them for almost all of the conference. In the coming weeks a couple of students will speak at mass to share their experiences with the parish.

School Board  (Jason Morgan):
•Athletics are having a very successful year.  The Archery team has doubled in size.
•The Fall Festival had a great turnout in spite of the weather and many stepped up to pull it together.
•The school will host Breakfast with Santa the morning of the Arts and Crafts Fair on Dec. 16th.

Administration (Tim Hutchins):
•Tim pointed out that Fr. Kien’s caring and participation are a large factor in the success of our Youth Group and our school growth.
•Meetings are still being held with the architect firm of Charles Keyes. Mr. Keyes has worked with many churches over the years and has given good input. It was discussed with the architects and with Tink Guthrie from the Archdiocese that we feel it is best to move forward with phase 1 of the project, the new school office addition, using funds we already have saved. This is a major need for the safety of students and faculty and too important to wait for the long process of a campaign fund drive.
•Estimates are still being collected for the proposed pavilion in the cemetery. We believe the funds received this year from the Mothershead investment will be enough to cover this project.

Pastor’s Report: (Father Kien):  
•We still need more Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors. Please encourage youth to get involved in these ministries.
•Volunteers are needed on Dec. 9th at 9 am to put up outdoor Christmas decorations for the Church.
•We are looking to set up a Faith Panel event only for students in the high school through college age range. Focus will be on making these students feel comfortable to ask questions of faith.
•Regional Reconciliation will be held at St. Joseph on Dec. 17th at 2 pm.
•During the Eucharistic Congress at Indianapolis in July, we would like to plan a day bus trip for parishioners to attend workshops. More information to come at a later date.
•It was agreed to have hand sanitizer placed back on the altar for those giving out communion.
•The by-laws were amended to adjust annual council elections to as-needed.  Next year we will hold elections for those who need to rotate off of the council.


Fr. Kien gave his thanks for all those on councils to guide the parish.  All  council members were invited to a Christmas dinner hosted by the parish at the Family Center on Dec. 14th at 6:30pm. The next meeting date was set for January 30, 2024. The meeting was closed with a prayer at 8:00 pm.  (Minutes by Kim Fell)
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