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Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are 
glad that you are here.  If you have any questions 
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please 
contact the Church office for information concern-
ing  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First       
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing 
of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be 
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance.  Mar-
riage Arrangements need to be made with the priest 
at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of any-
one in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Saturday Evening Mass: 
5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday Morning Mass:  
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand: 11:00 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
Tuesday, 12:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Thursday and Friday, 8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession
Wednesday, 5:00 p.m., Saturday, 4:00 p.m.

Adoration: 
Wednesday 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

First Wednesday Healing Mass:
6:00 p.m. with Anointing of the Sick 
immediately following

First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart
After 8:00 a.m. Mass

mass schedule

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833.5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
fr.wade@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Margie Vasquez, Secretary & Bookkeeper
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, 
and other resources, please visit:
www.stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“CHRIST REDEEMED US ON THE HARD ARMS OF THE CROSS, AND 
HIS KNIGHT WILL NOT SERVE HIM IN ANY OTHER WAY.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE



 The Knights of Columbus was founded in 1882 by the Venerable Fr             
Michael J. McGivney with a group of men from St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven, 
Connecticut. Since that time, the Knights have  become the world’s largest Roman 
Catholic fraternal service organization. There are more than 1.9 million members 
in more than 15,000 Councils and 20 countries worldwide.  In the 2010 fraternal 
year, the Order gave directly more than $155 million to various charities.  In the 
last 10 years, the Order contributed more than $1.4 billion to charities, and more 
than 650 million man hours in various projects. Its motto is  “In Service to One, 
In Service to All”.
 Here at St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd, local Knights host fundrais-
ers, work on service projects. Through fellowship and cooperation they seek to 
preserve the Knights’ core principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patrio-
tism while promoting the Roman Catholic Church’s positions on public policy, 
social, educational, and vocational issues.
 The Knights of Columbus Council 14844 of St. Ferdinand and Good 
Shepherd invite and encourage any practicing Catholic man of good standing, 
18 years of age and older, who wants to become more involved with his Catho-
lic Faith, Church, and Community to apply for membership. For more informa-
tion about the Knights of Columbus contact our local Grand Knight via email at 
kofc@stferdinandblanco.org. Council meetings are on the 3rd Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in the parish hall.

f
You are 

invited to join 
The Knights of 

Columbus!

Joseph, foster father of Jesus 
and husband of Mary, was a modest 
man who descended from a royal lin-
eage. In Scripture, Joseph is greeted as 
a “Son of David,” a royal title also used 
for Jesus.

Despite many apocryphal writ-
ings that describe him in legendary 
fashion, very little is known about      
Joseph. Scripture makes it clear that      
Joseph was a compassionate man who 
loved Jesus and Mary deeply. We also 

know that Joseph loved God and was 
obedient to His commands. The Gospel 
of Matthew describes him as a carpen-
ter (13:55) and “a righteous man” (1:18) 
 We celebrate two feast days for 
Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Hus-
band of Mary and May 1 for Joseph the 
Worker. Joseph is also patron saint of 
the Universal Church, families, fathers, 
expectant mothers, and workers, among 
others. For more information about St. 
Joseph visit www.catholic.org.

SAINT OF THE WEEK: JOSEPH, PATRON OF FATHERS

 “On entering the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and 
did him homage (Mt 1:11).”
 Today’s feast of the Epiphany is a remind-
er that Jesus is Lord of not only the Jews, but of all 
peoples! Jesus’ Lordship occurs through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. The Church formally teaches that the 
light of the Holy Spirit shines not only in Jewish and 
Christian hearts but in all people of good will. In The 
Church in the Modern World, Vatican Council II put 
this truth simply and elegantly:

“All this hold true not only for Christians, but 
for all men of good will in whose heart grace works 
in an unseen way.  For, since Christ died for all men...
we ought to believe that the Holy Spirit, in a manner 
known only to God offers to every man the possibility 
of being associated with the paschal mystery (#22).”

Yes, authentic Christianity acknowledges the 
immanence of the divine in all people of good will in 
every culture. Let us celebrate God’s epiphany to our 
troubled world! The responsorial psalm catches our 
joy: “Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.”

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 14844

GOSPEL REFLECTION: THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD



PARISH MINISTRIES & INFORMATION

Week of January 7 - January 14, 2017

Saturday, January 7th 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Tomas Garcia offered by          
Marlene Hagesfeld & Garcia Family

Saturday, January 7th 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Bendiciones para la Comunidad Hispania

Sunday, January 8th 11:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Dan Kubin offered by family

Tuesday, January 10th 12:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Lillian Weber offered by family

Wednesday, January 11th 8:00 a.m. 
Souls in Purgatory 

Wednesday, January 11th 6:00 p.m.
Health of Joyce Franklin offered by Helen Heffner

Thursday, January 12th 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of David Walker offered by              
Carolyn Walker

Friday, January 13th 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Casey Russell

Saturday, January 14th 5:00 p.m.
Health of Joyce Franklin offered by Helen Heffner

masses & intentions

Week of January 1, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!
  
Regular Collection $3,836.40
Building Fund $772.00

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
in the parish hall

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
in the parish hall

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the parish hall 

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
Call 830-833-4939 for more information.

Parish orGanizations &
meetinG times

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental and 
physical needs. Joyce Franklin, Pam Woods, 
Bob & Clara Jo Bindseil, Carolyn Gieringer, 
Wyatt Ledesma, Lucille Scharnhorst, and 
Elizabeth Dechert Sorrel. Please join your 
community in praying for a blessed 2017. 
If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, please 
email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer intentions will be 
listed here for two weeks at a time unless extenuating circum-
stances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

Week of December 31,2016

Tuesday, January 10th 7:00 p.m.
Catholic Daughters of the Americas Meeting

uPcominG eVents



FAITH FORMATION & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Faith Formation Schedule
Please note new class times and holiday schedule!) 

Pre-K - 5th Grade
Sunday Morning 9:30-10:45 a.m.

6th-8th Grade
Wednesday Evening 6:00-7:15 p.m. 

Primary grades (Sunday classes) will be on Christ-
mas break December 18th  and  25th, January 1st 
and 8th. Classes resume January 15th. Middle School 
(Wednesday classes) will be on Christmas break De-
cember 21st and 28th, January 4th and 11th. Classes 
resume January 18th.

reliGious education

RICH Youth Ministry
High School Religious Education
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

High School grades (Sunday classes) will be on 
Christmas break December 18th - January 1st. Class-
es resume January 8th

CHOSEN
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation
Wednesday Evening 6:45 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org to reg-
ister or for any questions concerning High School age 
Religious Education classes and activities. 

Youth Musicians Needed
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are in need of 
youth and  young adults to help lead worship at 
one Mass per month in the upcoming year. No pri-
or  liturgical music experience is necessary. Please 
contact  james@stferdinandblanco.org if you 
are interested in joining.

PULSE Teen Leadership Group
Are you looking for ways to grow in your faith? Do 
you want to put all of those graces you received in 
Confirmation to work for you and your communi-
ty? PULSE is hoping to develop effective, holistically 
Catholic, peer-led ministry leaders among teenag-
ers from ages 14-19 in our community. We need you! 
Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.
org if you are interested in joining.

youth ministry

“The parish community must 
continue to be the prime mover and 
pre-eminent place for catechesis.”

-SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II

callinG all Pulse teens!
PULSE will have its first meeting of 

the new semester on January 11 at 7pm at Good 
Shepherd. Rides will be available from St. Fer-
dinand at 6:45.  We will meet in the RE building. 
Snacks will                 be provided. 

The Diocese of Austin has asked PULSE to 
organize, plan, and facilitate the Diocesan Confir-
mation Retreat on February 11 & 12. We need YOU 
to help lead small groups, give talks, and serve     
your peers. 

For more information on PULSE please     
visit: www.stferdinandblanco.org/pulse.

Catechist Inservice
Wednesday, January 11th

Methodology for Grades 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, or 7-8 from 
the Echoes of Faith Catechetical Formation Se-
ries will be offered Wednesday, January 11, from 
6:00-9:00 p.m. in the RE Building. There will be 
no regularly scheduled classes this day so that 
catechists may have the opportunity to attend. 
Certificates will be awarded for full participa-
tion. Please rsvp by phone (830) 833-0444 or by 
email at susan@stferdinandblanco.org , so that 
adequate materials will be on hand.

If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the 
world will teach them not to.
Si no enseñamos a nuestros niños a seguir a Cris-
to, el mundo les enseñara a no seguirlo.

Please contact Susan in the Religious Educa-
tion office at (830) 833-0444 if you have any 
questions about RE. RE Office Hours:  Sundays 
9:00-10:45 a.m., Wednesdays 2:00-6:30 p.m., or                                                         
by appointment.



SPECIAL EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Celebrating the Eucharist
Well Springs Retreat Center

Fr. Jim Harnan’s annual retreat at Well 
Springs Retreat Center in Blanco will be January 13-
15, 2017.  The subject for this year’s retreat is “Cele-
brating the Eucharist”.  We will speak on the Eucha-
rist and Scripture, explain the Mass and speak on 

how not to assist 
at Mass,view movies on miracles of the Eucharist, 
discussion groups, Adoration, Reconciliation, etc.  

Fee is $100 per person.  Some Scholarships 
available. Registration forms are available from the 
ushers. For  information call Fr. Jim at (830) 833-
4243 or email him at jharnan@yahoo.com.

What is TEC?
Together Encounter Christ (TEC) is a Catholic sponsored pro-
gram that provides an experience in Christian Living. TEC 
calls forth one’s goodness for service in the Church and world. 
TEC is specifically designed for youth who are at least juniors 
in high school through young adults in their 20s, however 
anyone over 17 is welcomed and encouraged to attend. 

What happens at TEC?
TEC of Central Texas is a 3-day retreat hosted at Eagles Wings 
Retreat Center. Retreatants experience a fresh, faith-filled at-
mosphere away from home, school, and work. Those on the 
retreat meet, reflect, and share how they see themselves, their 
ideals, and their hopes/dreams while finding God’s presence 
in their life.

Who leads the weekend?
TEC of Central Texas weekends are conducted by a team of 
adults and students that may include people from all voca-
tions, who have experienced at least one TEC weekend them-
selves as a retreatant. The team meets several times before the 
weekend begins to plan the activities and build a sense of com-
munity among team members. They are eager to share this 
wonderful experience with anyone able to attend.

WHO: Anyone in their Junior Year of 
High School and older
WHAT: 3-day retreat focusing on the 
Paschal Mystery 
WHEN: January 14-16, 2017
WHERE: Eagle’s Wings  Retreat Cen-
ter in Burnet
WHY (YOU SHOULD GO): TEC is 
a great way to deepen your relationship 
with the living Christ in a friendly and 
dynamic Catholic community. 
COST: $100 (Scholarships Available)

Register by visiting: 
tecofctx.wordpress.com

DCYC 2017 PRAYER APPEAL

Please pray for our teens, volun-
teers, and parents as they prepare to at-
tend DCYC 2017 in Waco on January 
27-29. Teens and chaperons from RICH
youth ministry will be praying for you, our

parish, as we meet with over 3,000 oth-
er youth from throughout the Diocese of 
Austin. 

Please pray for our safe travels and 
spiritual growth at this exciting event! 



(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall 

for Private Events
318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

Coffee House & Bakery
In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8am - 1pm

LOWE’S MARKET
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nutrena 

Ace Hardware

Johnson City
405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX 

78620
(512) 858-5400

Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!

wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

advertise
with us.

(830) 833-5227
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 
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GOOD SHEPHERD

JANUARY 8, 2017
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

IN THIS ISSUE:  MAMA MARY | CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS

Saturday Evening Masses (Blanco): 
5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday Morning Masses:  
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand: 11:00 a.m.

Weekday Mass:
Thursday 6:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession
Thursday, 5:00 p.m

Adoration: 
Thursday 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

First Thursday Healing Mass:
6:00 p.m. with Anointing of the Sick 
immediately following mass

mass schedule

Thursday
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

office hours

Mailing Address:
PO Box 1608, 
Johnson City, Texas 78636

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 868-0370

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, 
and other resources, please visit:
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

office contact information

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
fr.wade@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon George Lillard   (512) 667-7255
dcn.george@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Jessie Esquivel  (806) 773-5706
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour (210) 914-3760
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

Margie Vasquez, Parish Secretary
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org



“MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE; I KNOW THEM, AND THEY FOLLOW ME.”
-JOHN 10:27

PARISH MINISTRIES & INFORMATION

Week of January 8, 2017 - January 15, 2017

Sunday, January 8th 
For the Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good   
Shepherd

Thursday, January 12th 
For the Souls in Purgatory

Friday, January 15th 
For the Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good   
Shepherd

masses & intentions

Week of January 1, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!
  
Regular Collection $0.00
(Collection amount not available at this time.)

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

Our Parish Community offers the gift of prayer. Please 
pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental and physical 
needs. Currently, the list is being reset for the new 
year. If you or someone you know needs prayer in a 
special way, please email: bulletin@stferdinandblan-
co.org. Prayer intentions will be listed here for two 
weeks at a time unless extenuating circumstances war-
rant further publication. Please join your community 
in praying for a blessed 2017. 

Prayer list

Men’s Club 
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month after 9:00 a.m. mass.

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
in the parish hall (Blanco)

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the parish hall (Blanco)

Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm (RE Building)

Parish orGanizations &
meetinG times

Good Shepherd is happy to continue its tradition of 
a prayer chalice for vocations. It is given to the re-
ceiving family after Mass in a private ceremony with 
Fr. Wade. If your family feels called to pray with the 
Chalice, please contact Warren Davis before or after 
Mass or by contacting him directly at 713-569-9491.

Vocations chalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3



FAITH FORMATION & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Faith Formation Schedule
Spring Semester Classes begin January 11

Pre-K - 8th Grade
Wednesday Evening 6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

CHOSEN
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation
Sunday Morning 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Women’s Bible Study
“If you feel torn between the competing demands 
of this world and our faith”, plan on attending our 
Women’s Bible Study. Jeff Cavins will lead our video 
instruction on James. “Pearls for Wise Living”. We 
meet every Thursday at 1:00 pm in the RE Building. 
If you plan to attend this study please contact Karen 
Gebhardt, (210) 414-7301 or kgebhardt52@gmail.
com. 

Contemplative Prayer Group
For those interested in Contemplative Prayer in a 
group setting, we will meet in the church on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month,  at 7 p.m. 

reliGious education

RICH Youth Ministry
High School Religious Education
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. (Blanco)

High School grades (Sunday classes) will be on 
Christmas break December 18th - January 1st. Class-
es resume January 8th

PULSE Teen Leadership Group
Are you looking for ways to grow in your faith? Do 
you want to put all of those graces you received in 
Confirmation to work for you and your communi-
ty? PULSE is hoping to develop effective, holistically 
Catholic, peer-led ministry leaders among teenag-
ers from ages 14-19 in our community. We need you! 
Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.
org if you are interested in joining.

youth ministry

“To one who has faith, no explanation 
is necessary. To one without faith,     

no explanation is possible.”

-SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS

callinG all Pulse teens!
 PULSE will have its first meeting of the 
new semester on January 11 at 7pm at Good Shep-
herd. Rides will be available from St. Ferdinand at 
6:45.  We will meet in the RE building. Snacks will                 
be provided. 
 The Diocese of Austin has asked PULSE to 
organize, plan, and facilitate the Diocesan Confir-
mation Retreat on February 11 & 12. We need YOU 
to help lead small groups, give talks, and serve     
your peers. 
 For more information on PULSE please     
visit: www.stferdinandblanco.org/pulse.

 What are we seeking? Power, honor, plea-
sure? Security, happiness, love?  How success-
ful have we been in our search? Are we left still 
searching for more? Enlightened by the star, the 
magi journeyed in search of the newborn King of 
the Jews. Once they found him they worshipped 
Jesus and offered their gifts. Is our journey to 
find the fullness of Christ in our lives? What star 
are we following?

 ¿Qué buscamos? ¿Poder, honor, placer? 
¿Seguridad, felicidad, amor? Qué tan exitosos 
hemos sido en nuestra búsqueda? ¿Todavía esta-
mos buscando más? Iluminados por la estrella, 
los magos viajaron en búsqueda del Rey de los 
Judíos recién nacido. Una vez que encontraron 
a Jesús lo adoraron y le ofrecieron sus regalos, 
¿es nuestro viaje para encontrar la totalidad de 
Cristo en nuestras vidas? ¿Qué estrella estamos 
siguiendo?

GOSPEL MEDITATION FOR THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 



“To Love is to Serve”- Saint Mother Teresa.  These 
words remind us that authentic faith moves us to ac-
tion. Serving at our local Food Pantry is one way to 
serve in our local community. Help is needed for an 
hour or less the first and third Tuesday of each month. 
If you can help only one day each month, the first 

Tuesday when we fill 60-80 boxes with food is the day 
of greatest need. For December, those Tuesday’s are 
the 6th and 20th. We gather at 8 a.m. at the pantry 
located in the old County Annex building on Pecan 
Street. Contact Deacon George for further details. 

food Pantry

SPECIAL EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

What is TEC?
Together Encounter Christ (TEC) is a Catholic sponsored pro-
gram that provides an experience in Christian Living. TEC 
calls forth one’s goodness for service in the Church and world. 
TEC is specifically designed for youth who are at least juniors 
in high school through young adults in their 20s, however 
anyone over 17 is welcomed and encouraged to attend. 

What happens at TEC?
TEC of Central Texas is a 3-day retreat hosted at Eagles Wings 
Retreat Center. Retreatants experience a fresh, faith-filled at-
mosphere away from home, school, and work. Those on the 
retreat meet, reflect, and share how they see themselves, their 
ideals, and their hopes/dreams while finding God’s presence 
in their life.

Who leads the weekend?
TEC of Central Texas weekends are conducted by a team of 
adults and students that may include people from all voca-
tions, who have experienced at least one TEC weekend them-
selves as a retreatant. The team meets several times before the 
weekend begins to plan the activities and build a sense of com-
munity among team members. They are eager to share this 
wonderful experience with anyone able to attend.

WHO: Anyone in their Junior Year of 
High School and older
WHAT: 3-day retreat focusing on the 
Paschal Mystery 
WHEN: January 14-16, 2017
WHERE: Eagle’s Wings  Retreat Cen-
ter in Burnet
WHY (YOU SHOULD GO): TEC is 
a great way to deepen your relationship 
with the living Christ in a friendly and 
dynamic Catholic community. 
COST: $100 (Scholarships Available)

Register by visiting: 
tecofctx.wordpress.com

DCYC 2017 PRAYER APPEAL

Please pray for our teens, volun-
teers, and parents as they prepare to at-
tend DCYC 2017 in Waco on January 
27-29. Teens and chaperons from RICH
youth ministry will be praying for you, our

parish, as we meet with over 3,000 oth-
er youth from throughout the Diocese of 
Austin. 

Please pray for our safe travels and 
spiritual growth at this exciting event! 




