
“THE PEOPLE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS 
HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT;

ON THOSE DWELLING IN A LAND 
OVERSHADOWED BY DEATH,

LIGHT HAS ARISEN.”
MATTHEW 4:16
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Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are 
glad that you are here.  If you have any questions 
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please 
contact the Church office for information concern-
ing  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First       
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing 
of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be 
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance.  Mar-
riage Arrangements need to be made with the priest 
at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of any-
one in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Saturday Evening Masses: 
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday Morning Masses:  
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
Thursday, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 8:00 a.m.
Thursday, Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 6:00 p.m.

First Friday of Each Month, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 
8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Ferdinand (Blanco)
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., Good Shepherd (Johnson City)

Websites:

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, 
and other resources, please visit our websites:
www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

mass schedule

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
Please contact the parish office if you wish to contact 
Fr. Wade at this time.

Deacon Jessie Esquivel     
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour     
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and 
his knight will not serve him in any other way.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE



 In the synagogue in Capernaum those attending 
that day “were astounded at his teaching, for he taught 
them as one having authority.” There was real power in 
the way that Jesus read and commented on the sacred 
text. The Word of God in the scroll came alive in a way 
that they had never experienced before. Then suddenly 
that awful cry, a voice from beyond this world challenges 
Jesus as the Rabbi that day. The voice of that unclean 
spirit tries to control Jesus by using his name and fails. 
Jesus silences the outcry and calm is restored.
 The name of Jesus is powerful. The demon 
thought it could control Jesus by the use of his name. 
St. Paul knew better. He writes in Philippians 2:9-11 that 
God, “bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.”
 That unclean spirit did bend to Jesus. It cried out 
and left the man healed before them all. A moment of 
silent amazement must have followed. Close your eyes 
and take a moment to imagine yourself in that syna-
gogue that day. We still call on the name of Jesus. When 

we do we tap into the power that created the universe. 
Jesus was in control that day and he is in control now. 
Call on the name of Jesus and know his saving love.

ORATIO
 Verses in Psalm 119 capture the power of the 
Word of God. We can use them in our prayer response to 
this Gospel passage. “How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through your 
precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false 
way. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path” (Psalm 119:103–105 NRSV).

sunday ConneCtion: as one having authority

 En la sinagoga en Cafarnaúm la gente que 
asistía ese día «se admiraba de cómo enseñaba, 
porque lo hacía con plena autoridad» (Marcos 1:22). 
Había un poder real en la forma en que Jesús leía y 
comentaba sobre el texto sagrado. La Palabra de Dios 
en el rollo cobró vida de una manera que nunca antes 
hubiera experimentado. Pero, de pronto, un grito hor-
rible, una voz más allá de este mundo desafía a Jesús 
como Maestro ese día. La voz del espíritu impuro 
busca controlar a Jesús usando su nombre y fracasa. 
Jesús silencia la protesta y restaura la calma.
 El nombre de Jesús es poderoso. El demonio 
pensaba que podría controlar a Jesús por el uso de 
su nombre. San Pablo lo sabe muy bien. Él escribe en 
Filipenses 2:9–11 que Dios, «le dio el más alto hon-
or y el más excelente de todos los nombres, para que, 
ante ese nombre concedido a Jesús, doblen todos las 
rodillas en el cielo, en la tierra y debajo de la tierra, y 
todos reconozcan que Jesucristo es Señor, para gloria 
de Dios Padre».
 Ese espíritu impuro sí dobló la rodilla ante 

Jesús. Gritó y dejó al hombre sanado ante toda la gen-
te. Un momento de asombro silencioso debe haber se-
guido. Cierra los ojos y toma un momento para imag-
inarte en la sinagoga ese día.
 Todavía invocamos el nombre de Jesús. Cuan-
do lo hacemos aprovechamos el poder que creó todo 
el universo. Jesús tenía el control ese día y ahora él 
tiene el control. Invoca el nombre de Jesús y conoce 
su amor que salva.

ORACIÓN
Los versículos del Salmo 119 captan el poder de la Pa-
labra de Dios. Podemos usarlos en nuestro responso-
rio de oración después de meditar sobre este pasaje 
del Evangelio. «Tu promesa es más dulce a mi pala-
dar que la miel a mi boca. De tus preceptos he saca-
do entendimiento; por eso odio toda conducta falsa. 
Tu palabra es una lámpara a mis pies y una luz en mi 
camino» (Salmos 119:103–105).

este domingo: Con Plena autoridad



Parish ministries & information

Week of January 27, 2017 - February 3, 2018

Saturday, January 27th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of George Reininger offered by his family

Saturday, January 27th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania 

Sunday, January 28th (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Health of Fr. Wade offered by        
Dorothy Lowden

Sunday, January 28th (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Alfred & Lorena Taylor offered by 
their family

Thursday, February 1st (StF) 8:00 a.m.
St. Anne’s Altar Society

Thursday, February 1st (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Friday, February 2nd (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Dan Kubin offered by his family

Saturday, February 3rd (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Terry Lee Thoburn offered by                 
Jenny Donovan

Saturday, February 3rd (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania

For Mass intention inquiries, please stop by the St. 
Ferdinand Parish Office during regular business hours 
or call (830) 833-5227.

masses & intentions

Week of January 21, 2018
Thank you for your generosity!
  
St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $3,562.21
Building Fund $110.00

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection $1573.00

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental 
and physical needs. 

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey, 
Charles McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi 
Michalsky, Charles Reinert, Pam Woods, 
Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma,  Lu-
cille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben 
Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford Lane, 
Polo Zamora,  Liz Marchand, and Roselle                     
Wagner Fischler

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, 
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, 
please contact Warren Davis before or after Mass or 
by calling him directly at 713-569-9491.

Good shePherd Vocations chalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

StF  - Black Bag
GS - No Second Collection

January 28 second collections



St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the 
parish hall.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club 
Meeting times to be announced. 

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the St. 
Ferdinand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the St. 
Ferdinand parish hall.

ACTS Core Team:
Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p. m. in the 
St. Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m.  Call 830-833-4939 
for more information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the St. 
Ferdinand Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the    St. 
Ferdinand RE Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Good Shepherd 
RE Building. Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or 
kgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Parish orGanizations &
meetinG times

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

“my sheeP hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

Parish ministries & information, Cont’d

Attention RICH Parents: Last 
chance for DCYC! 
 
All high school age youth are encouraged 
to join RICH at DCYC 2018, February 2-4 
in Waco. Remaining spots are limited and 
late registration cost is $120. Please contact 
james@stferdinandblanco.org for more infor-
mation or to register. Registration forms may 
also be filled out in person at RICH tonight at 
6 pm in the parish hall. 

All participants must have consent forms 
turned in no later than sunday, 1/28. Consent 
forms can be found by visiting www.austindi-
ocese.org/dcyc

Prayers for fr. Wade

Please continue to pray for the healing of Fr. Wade 
Russell. We are encouraged by the progress Fr. 
Wade has made since his stay in the hospital end-
ed a couple of weeks ago. His family asks that we 
continue to support his recovery by praying the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet and asking for the interces-
sion of St. Peregrine along with your Patron Saint.

Many have asked if Fr. Wade can have visitors at 
this time. Under the advice of his doctors, visits 
will be kept to a minimum until further notice. We 
are hopeful that Fr. Wade will be able to receive 
more visitors shortly. 



High School Religious Education
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-
up for RICH Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm 
on Sundays. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/richy-
outh to register. 
For all Youth Ministry inquiries contact James at 
james@stferdinandblanco.org or (979) 492-4644

Tonight at RICH:
Come check out RICH for the latest on DCYC, and 
part 2 of a great lesson on prayer.
Teens: Prayer can happen anywhere at anytime and 
during any situation. What can you do to pray more 
often and more effectively. 
Parents: What if your teen’s prayer life expanded be-
yond their routine? What if talking to God became more 
of a habit instead of just an obligation for your teen?

faith formation & religious eduCation

st. ferdinand

Susan Moore, Director of RE
830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org

RE Office Hours:  Sun. 9:00-10:50, Wed. 10:00-6:00

PreK-8th grade:  Sundays 9:30-10:40
Please pick up your children promptly at 10:40 so that cat-
echists can arrive at 11:00 mass on time.

February 11th 9:30-10:40  First Communion Parent/Stu-
dent meeting (Reconciliation)
February 25th Called to Protect for Children (PreK-5th) 
during regular classtimes
March 4th 1:00-3:00 First Communion Parent/Student 
meeting  (The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass)
March 11th  Spring Break begins  No class
March 18th Classes resume
April 1st Easter Sunday  No class
May 6th First Holy Communion
May 13th Mother’s Day  No Class
May 20th Last Day of Class

Welcome New Families!!
If your family is new to the parish, or you just haven’t been sure 
when or how to enroll in faith formation classes, please know you 
are most welcome to stop by any Sunday morning 9:30-10:40 
to see our Religious Education program for PreK-8th grade, in 
the Religious Education Building directly across the parking lot 
from the church.  Registration is available year round.  

Called to Protect for Children is a sexual abuse education and 
prevention program that gives our youngest children practical tools, 
using simple activities, to help them understand a fundamental 
teaching of our faith: that every human being is created in the image 
and likeness of God and that this sacredness should be treated with 
respect. CTPC is developmentally appropriate and sequential for 
each age group K-5th.  The program instructors are the teachers/
catechists the students already know.  Information about Called to 
Protect for Children may be found at the Diocese of Austin website 
or at the RE office. Parishes in the Diocese of Austin are required to 
present  Called to Protect for Children annually for our K-5th stu-
dents. This program will be presented in regularly scheduled class-
es on February 25th.   Please be sure your child is in atten-
dance for this important class.  For more information contact 
Susan Moore, DRE at 833-0444 or Emily C Hurlimann, LCSW, 
Coordinator, Office of Ethics and Integrity in Ministry, Diocese of 
Austin, at 512-949-2447.  Preview materials are available to parents 
at anytime. If you prefer your child not attend the class, please stop 
by the RE Office to sign a waiver.
Called to Protect for Children PreK Parent Video
Parents of PreK students are invited to view a 10 minute video 
from the Called to Protect for Children sexual abuse education and 
prevention curriculum designed specifically for parents of young 
children.  The video is available in English or Spanish and will be 
available for viewing on Sunday, February 25th during regular 
classtime.  Parents may view the video during regular class times 
on most Sunday mornings, during RE office hours on Wednesdays 
(10-6), or by appointment.  Please call Susan at 833-0444 to ar-
range for a time to see the video.

reliGious education

youth ministry

RICH Youth Ministry 2017-2018

 SUNDAYS | 6-8 pm | food, games, TRUTH



faith formation & religious eduCation, Cont’d

Good shePherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Faith Formation Schedule:

Pre-K - 8th Grade
Sunday (After Mass) 10:15 - 11:30 a.m.

Sacrament Class (First Holy Communion)
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-
up for RICH Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm 
on Sundays. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/
richyouth to register.

Women’s Bible Study
When:  Thursday February 8, 1:00 PM
Where:  Good Shepherd RE Building

We will begin our 2018 studies with “Women in the Old 
Testament” Little Rock Scripture Study
God’s saving deeds often came through the mind and 
will of amazing women using limited resources. Irene 
Nowell, OSB

Let’s find out how!
The Study is a 10 week study that includes a book and a 
workbook for $16.00  If you are interested in the study 
and need a scholarship we have them available! 

Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or kge-
bhardt52@gmail.com if you have questions or are ready 
to order your study materials.

Contemplative Prayer Group
The 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM is set aside 
for a time to rest in God’s presence.  We will resume 
our contemplative prayer as a group beginning No-
vember 14.  Come give God 30 minutes just for Him.  
Come Behold the one Beholding you. The group will 
meet in the Church at Good Shepherd!

reliGious education

 John Bosco’s theory of education could well 
be used in today’s schools. It was a preventive sys-
tem, rejecting corporal punishment and placing stu-
dents in surroundings removed from 
the likelihood of committing sin. He 
advocated frequent reception of the 
sacraments of Penance and Holy Com-
munion. He combined catechetical 
training and fatherly guidance, seek-
ing to unite the spiritual life with one’s 
work, study and play.
 Encouraged during his youth 
to become a priest so he could work 
with young boys, John was ordained 
in 1841. His service to young people 
started when he met a poor orphan 
and instructed him in preparation for 
receiving Holy Communion. He then 
gathered young apprentices and taught them cate-
chism.
 After serving as chaplain in a hospice for work-
ing girls, John opened the Oratory of St. Francis de 

Sales for boys. Several wealthy and powerful patrons 
contributed money, enabling him to provide two 
workshops for the boys, shoemaking and tailoring.

 By 1856, the institution had 
grown to 150 boys and had added a 
printing press for publication of reli-
gious and catechetical pamphlets. His 
interest in vocational education and 
publishing justify him as patron of 
young apprentices and Catholic pub-
lishers.
 John’s preaching fame spread 
and by 1850 he had trained his own 
helpers because of difficulties in retain-
ing young priests. In 1854, he and his 
followers informally banded together, 
inspired by Saint Francis de Sales.
 With Pope Pius IX’s encourage-

ment, John gathered 17 men and founded the Sale-
sians in 1859. Their activity concentrated on educa-
tion and mission work. Later, he organized a group 
of Salesian Sisters to assist girls. 

saint of the week: John BosCo (January 31)



Community Candle Cross 

 All parishioners are encouraged to make an offering of prayer through 
the Candle cross currently set up in the front yard of the the rectory. The cross 
stands as a reminder of the Light of Christ which heals our brokenness, cures 
our illness, and helps us to grow in love. The candles represent our prayers and 
petitions before Jesus, our advocate and Savior. The cross is especially intend-
ed for anyone in our communities who needs the Light of Christ. If you would 
like to donate to the candle fund for the cross please do so at the parish office 
during normal business hours beginning Tuesday, January 16.  
 Se alienta a todos los feligreses a hacer una ofrenda de oración a través 
de la cruz de velas que actualmente se encuentra en el patio delantero de la rec-
toría. La cruz se erige como un recordatorio de la Luz de Cristo que sana nuestro 
quebrantamiento, cura nuestra enfermedad y nos ayuda a crecer en amor. Las 
velas representan nuestras oraciones y peticiones ante Jesús, nuestro defensor 
y Salvador. La cruz está especialmente dirigida a cualquier persona en nuestras 
comunidades que necesite la Luz de Cristo. Si desea donar al fondo de velas para 
la cruz, hágalo en la oficina de la parroquia durante el horario normal de trabajo 
a partir del martes 16 de enero.

In Memoriam

Guadalupe Barrera, a long-time parishioner of St. Ferdinand, born December 
12, 1959, passed away January 22, 2018. She is survived by her husband Jessie and 
five children, Angel, Carlos, Becky, Raquel, and Diana.

sPeCial events and announCements

Prayer & faith resourCes

Mass Preparation
February 4, 2018, Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle B

Job 7:1-4,6-7 
Job laments his sufferings and his life.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 147:1-6
A song of praise for the Lord’s goodness to the lowly.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23
Paul explains the conditions under which he preaches the gospel and the reasons why 
he will not accept financial help from the Corinthians.

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:29-39
Jesus cures Simon’s mother-in-law and many others as well.

Rev. Robert Becker, One of our favorite substitute priests, passed away Jan-
uary 25, 2018.  Services are pending at this time. We will update the parish with 
details as they become available.

Guadalupe Barrera



Community Devotion to Venerable Solanus Casey 
 Many in our families and community are in need of prayers due to illness, 
poverty and other hardships. We ask all of our parishioners and guests to pray for 
Fr. Wade as he faces cancer treatments. You can pray for this intention and your 
own through the intercession of Fr. Solanus Casey by reciting the prayer found 
below. On behalf of Fr. Wade and your parish family, thank you for your prayers.  
Prayer for the Beatification of Venerable Solanus Casey
Imprimatur: +Adam Cardinal Maida, Archbishop of Detroit. March 31, 2007  © F.S.G.  3/07 
 O God, I adore You. I give myself to You. May I be the person You want 
me to be, and may Your will be done in my life today. I thank You for the gifts You 
gave to Father Solanus. If it is Your Will, bless us with the beatification of Vener-
able Solanus so that others may imitate and carry on his love for all the poor and 
suffering of our world.
 As he joyfully accepted Your divine plans, I ask You, according to Your Will, to 
hear my prayer for (your intention) through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 +Blessed be God in all His designs.
 For more about the life of Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey, his spirituality, 
and his beatification, please visit www.solanuscasey.org.

Venerable
Fr. Solanus Casey

Prayer & faith resourCes, Cont’d

what’s going on

Mardi Gras Potluck
 All parishioners and community mem-
bers are invited to a pot-luck in celebration of 
Fat Tuesday or Mardi Gras on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 13 at 6 pm in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall. 
Parishioners are asked to bring a dish to share 
(Cajun and international foods are encouraged 
but not required). The parish will provide uten-
sils, plates, cups, beverages, and king cake for 
dessert! Parishioners are encouraged to bring 
beads and other decorations as well. We hope 
to see you there! 



FEBRUARY 2-4, 2018 | WACO CONVENTION CENTER

DCYC 2018 REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
All high school aged youth are encouraged to join RICH at DCYC 2018. The cost for DCYC is $60 per 
registrant. Parent chaperones are needed as well. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/dcyc for more in-
formation and to register! 

Please support 
our wonderful 

sponsors! Their 
generosity 
makes this 

bulletin 
possible!

Coffee House & Bakery
In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8am - 1pm

lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

Johnson City
405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX 

78620
(512) 858-5400

Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!

wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

advertise
with us.

(830) 833-5227 
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

don’t miss dCyC 2018!

Please suPPort our loCal sPonsors



IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade

(AKA Fr. Wade)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall 

for Private Events
318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227) lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

BlanCo
111 Blanco Rd.

(830) 833-4251

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship & 
prayer as we work in support of our church family! 

oscarsegura@txwinet.com

Rock Work • All Types of Fence Work
Chain Link • Privacy • No Climb

Barbwire

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 




