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"HAVE YOU COME TO BELIEVE BECAUSE YOU HAVE SEEN ME?
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND HAVE BELIEVED."

JOHN 20:29

ST. FERDINAND, BLANCO MASS TIMES: 
MONDAY, 8:00 A.M.
TUESDAY, 8:00 A.M.

THURSDAY, 8:00 A.M.
FRIDAY,  8:00 A.M.

SATURDAY, 5:00 P.M.
SATURDAY (ESPAÑOL) 7:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, 11:00 A.M.

GOOD SHEPHERD, JOHNSON CITY MASS TIMES: 
THURSDAY, 6:00 P.M.
SUNDAY, 9:00 A.M.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  
SATURDAY, 4:00 P.M., ST. FERDINAND
SUNDAY, 8:30 A.M., GOOD SHEPHERD

OR BY APPOINTMENT

MAILING ADDRESS:
25 MAIN STREET | BLANCO, TEXAS | 78606

PHONE NUMBERS: 
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OFFICE FAX: (830) 833-9978
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ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG
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VISIT US ONLINE:  
WWW.STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG
WWW.GOODSHEPHERDJCTX.ORG

IN THIS ISSUE:  HEARING & BELIEVING | DIVINE MERCY | TEEN ACTS 



Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are glad that you are here.  If you have any questions about our parish or joining the 
Catholic faith, please contact the Church office for information concerning  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First       Eu-
charist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six 
weeks in advance.  Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of anyone in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office Hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Richard Tijerina
frictij@gmail.com

Deacon Jessie Esquivel      
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour     
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and 
his knight will not serve him in any other way.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

Parish ministries & information

Week of April 7, 2018 - April 14, 2018

Saturday, April 7th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Jim Meurer offered by Rhonda Kle-
pac-Uecker

Saturday, April 7th (StF) 8:30 p.m.
(Español) Bendiciones para la Comunidad Hispania

Sunday, April 8th (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Parishioners of Good Shepherd and      
St. Ferdinand

Sunday, April 8th (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Fr. Wade Russell

Monday, April 9th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Benefactors of Lonnie H., May God Bless Them

Tuesday, April 10th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
For all souls in Purgatory

Thursday, April 12th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Spanish ACTS Retreat

Thursday, April 12th (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Friday, April 13th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Continued Recovery of Jim Matheny

Saturday, April 14th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Wade Russell offered by Rhonda Kle-
pac-Uecker

Saturday, April 14th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
The Benefactors of Raphael’s Refuge 

For Mass intention inquiries, please stop by the St. Ferdi-
nand Parish Office during regular business hours or call 
(830) 833-5227.

masses & intentions



MEDITATIO
 On what Sunday would you have preferred to encounter 
the risen Jesus? On that first day of the week you would be offered 
an opportunity to attest to the physical presence of Jesus as you 
examine his body and probe the depth of the wounds presented to 
you in his hands and side. You see, you examine closely, and you 
come to faith.
 One week later you could find yourself in the same situa-
tion. This time you would be present with Thomas and any other 
among the core group of disciples who had not yet seen Jesus. Je-
sus greets you and offers you the opportunity to touch and probe 
in just the same way that the others had before. On this Sunday 
evening you see and believe.
 In both encounters with the risen Jesus men and women 
come to faith. Thomas becomes an example for us of those who 
believe without the need of physical proof. He is the bridge from 

Jesus to you and me. Unlike Thomas we believe based not on what 
we have seen but rather on what we have heard, and we are called 
blessed by the Lord.
ORATIO
 I am reminded of a Gospel account of a healing afforded 
a father for his son. The father begs Jesus for compassion and 
help in setting his son free from an evil spirit. Jesus responds 
by saying that “everything is possible to one who has faith,” to 
which the man then exclaims, “I do believe, help my unbelief!” 
(Mark 9:23-24).
 As we take the Gospel to prayer this week let’s recall 
that sometimes authentic belief comes in stages and by degrees. 
Whatever level of faith we know today can grow into a deeper re-
ality over time. “I do believe, help my unbelief!” for you are “My 
Lord and my God!”

sunday ConneCtion: hearing & Believing

MEDITACIÓN
 ¿En qué domingo hubieras preferido encontrarte con el 
Jesús resucitado? En ese primer día de la semana te habría ofrecido 
la oportunidad de ser testigo de la presencia física de Jesús al exam-
inar su cuerpo y probar la profundidad de sus heridas presentadas 
en sus manos y su costado. Tú ves, examinas de cerca y crees.
 Una semana después te podrías encontrar en la misma 
situación. Esta vez estarías presente con Tomás y cualquier otro dis-
cípulo del grupo principal que todavía no había visto a Jesús. Jesús 
te saluda y te ofrece la oportunidad de tocar y probar de la misma 
manera que habían hecho los otros anteriormente. En este domin-
go de la noche tú ves y crees.
 En ambos encuentros con el Jesús resucitado los hombres 
y las mujeres ponen su fe en él. Tomás se convierte en un ejemplo 
para nosotros que creemos sin la necesidad de la prueba física. Él 

es un puente de Jesús a ti y a mí. A diferencia de Tomás, creemos 
basados no en lo que hemos visto, más bien en lo que hemos oído y 
el Señor nos llama bendecidos.
ORACIÓN
 Me hace recordar el relato del Evangelio de una curación 
concedida a un padre por su hijo. El padre le pide a Jesús que le ten-
ga compasión y que le libere a su hijo de un espíritu maligno. Jesús 
le responde diciendo «¡todo es posible para el que cree!», así el hom-
bre exclama, «Yo creo. ¡Ayúdame a creer más!» (Marcos 9:23–24).
 Al orar con el Evangelio esta semana recordemos que a vec-
es la fe auténtica viene por etapas y por grados. Cualquiera que sea 
el nivel de fe que conocemos hoy, el mismo puede crecer a una reali-
dad más profunda con el tiempo. «Yo creo. ¡Ayúdame a creer más!» 
porque tú eres «¡Mi Señor y mi Dios!».

este domingo: esCuChar y Creer

From www.divinemercy.org
 The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God loves us – all of us. And, 
he wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him 
with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to others. Thus, all will come to share 
His joy. The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind simply by remembering ABC: 

A - Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in prayer constantly, repenting 
of our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon the whole world. 
B - Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow through us to others. 
He wants us to extend love and forgiveness to others just as He does to us. 
C - Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that the graces of His mercy are 
dependent upon our trust. The more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive. 

 This message and devotion to Jesus as The Divine Mercy is based on the writings of 
Saint Faustina Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual direc-
tor, wrote a diary of about 600 pages recording the revelations she received about God’s mer-
cy. Even before her death in 1938, the devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun to spread. 
 The message and devotional practices proposed in the Diary of Saint Faustina are 
completely in accordance with the teachings of Church and are firmly rooted in the Gospel 
message of our Merciful Savior. Properly understood and implemented, they will help us grow 
as genuine followers of Christ. 
 Please join us TODAY at 3 p.m. for a community Divine Mercy Prayer 
service at St. Ferdinand! More information can be found on page 6. 

what is divine merCy?



Week of March 18, 2018
Thank you for your generosity!
  
St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $6,630.92
Building Fund $1,688.48

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection N/A
Black Bag N/A

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the parish hall.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the St. Ferdi-
nand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand 
parish hall.

ACTS Core Team:
Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p. m. in the St. Ferdi-
nand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m.  Call 830-833-4939 for more 
information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the St. Ferdinand 
Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand RE 
Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Good Shepherd RE Build-
ing. Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@
gmail.com.

ParisH orGanizations & meetinG times

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental and physical 
needs. 

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey, Charles 
McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi Michalsky, 
Charles Reinert, Pam Woods, Clara Jo Bindseil, 
Wyatt Ledesma,  Lucille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba 
Sr., Ruben Gonzales, Clifford Lane, Polo Zamora,  
Liz Marchand, Roselle Wagner Fischler, Dylan 
Gonzales, Virginia Duerr, and Freddy Salazar

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, 
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

Parish ministries & information, Cont’d

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, please contact 
Warren Davis before or after Mass or by calling him directly at 
713-569-9491.

Good sHePHerd Vocations cHalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

StF - Seminarian & Priestly Formation
GS - Black Bag

aPril 8 second collections

Websites

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, and other resources, 
please visit our websites:

www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org



“my sheeP hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

El Retiro de ACTS para Mujeres (Español)
Abril 12-15, 2018 en El Centro de Retiro Wellspring

El retiro de ACTS comienza el Jueves 12 de Abril y termina con una misa a las 11:00 y luego un convivio acabo durante un fin de semana. 
Esta organizado por un grupo de mujeres cristianas y patrocinado por la Iglesia Católica, pero esta abierto a toda mujer Cristiana sin im-
portar su denominación. El propósito de este retiro de tres días es colaborar con el crecimiento spiritual de cada individuo y construir una 
mejor comunidad parroquial. Lo mas importante de un retiro de ACTS es que le ayudara a profundizar su relación personal con Dios y 
otros miembros de la comunidad a través de los temas: Adoración, Comunidad, Teología y Servicio, Los objetivos de retro son: Brindar la 
oportunidad a que cada participante se enfoque en su fe y la aplicación de esta en la vida diaria; encontrar propósito en su vida de oración, 
aumentar su presencia en la liturgia y cultivar amistades entre los miembros de la comunidad de la iglesia. 

Registraciones en la Parroquia St. Ferdinand se proporcionara transporte hacia y desde el centro del retiro para las participantes. El costo 
por participante es $100.00. Deposito de $50.00 debe de presentarse con esta solicitud para reservar su lugar en el retiro. El resto se paga 
al momento de registrarse antes del comienzo del retiro. Comuníquese con Rosa Vargas 210-800-3453 

sPeCial events and announCements

In Memoriam

Mr. Filomeno Plaza, went home to be with Our Lord on March 31.  
Mr. Plaza is the Father of our Acts sister Maria Manriquez and Fa-
ther-in-law of our brother Ruben Manriquez. Please pray for his eter-
nal rest and for strength, peace and comfort to the family. May Jesus 
wrap his loving arms around them and give them peace.

Ashes to Easter Boxes Due!

Please return your Ashes to Easter boxes to 
the parish office or with an usher before any 
Mass. Ashes to Easter boxes benefit local 
missionary efforts in and outside of the Di-
ocese of Austin. 

Teen ACTS Meeting Today at 4 p.m.!

Our first Teen ACTS 2018 team meeting will be today, Sunday, April 8, 4-6 PM in the Parish Hall.  We’ll 
review the schedule and other details.  Be thinking of what teams (Adoration, Community, Theology, Ser-
vice) and ministries (Reconciliation, Agape, Foot Washing, Stations of the Cross, Music) you’d like to par-
ticipate in this year, so you can fill out a preference sheet.  As a reminder, retreat dates are June 28-July 1, 
for those who need to coordinate with employers, school, etc.
https://jgschurch.org/pictures/2016/6/Teen%20ACTS%20Logo.jpg

Additionally, any team members who turn 18 on or before June 28th, must undergo a background check 
and receive training on Ethics and  Integrity in Ministry (EIM) within the Austin Diocese BEFORE be-
ing allowed to serve on Team (or any church ministry). Please visit https://www.eappsdb.com/Login.as-
p?ORGZ_KEY=4 if you haven’t already completed a background check and EIM training. 

TEC (Together Encounter  Christ) Retreat Registration Open
TEC #19 – June 22-24, 2018

TEC starts as a three day retreat centered on the Paschal Mystery of Jesus, and then welcomes you into a greater community 
focused on living our Catholic-Christian faith daily. Sponsored by the Diocese of Austin, TEC of Central Texas is a weekend of 
prayer, reflections/talks, group discussions, personal study, recreation, live music and activities. TEC of Central Texas weekends 
are held at the beautiful Eagle’s Wings Retreat Center which is in the hill country just outside Burnet, Texas. Retreatants are 
required to attend all three days and retreats begin at 10:00 AM on your day of arrival and concludes at 5:30 PM on your day of 
departure. There are only two TEC of Central Texas retreats each year and availability is limited. Registration for TEC 19 is cur-
rently open. The standard cost to attend TEC is $125, but you can register for TEC 19 (June 22-24,) for just $100 through May 24. 
You may register by visiting www.tecofctx.wordpress.com



faith formation & religious eduCation

st. ferdinand

Susan Moore, Director of RE
830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org

RE Office Hours:  Sun. 9:00-10:50, Wed. 10:00-6:00

PreK-8th grade:  Sundays 9:30-10:40
Please pick up your children promptly at 10:40 so that cate-
chists can arrive at 11:00 mass on time.

April 28th 12:00 - 1:30 (Saturday) Rehearsal for First                                         
Holy Communion
May 6th First Holy Communion
May 13th Mother’s Day  No Class
May 20th Last Day of Class
July 16-20th 9:00-Noon Rome: Paul and the Underground 
Church Vacation Bible School

You will show me the path to life, abounding joy in 
your presence, the delights at your right hand forever. 

Psalm 16:11 (NAB)

Me mostraras la senda de la vida, la abundancia de 
goces que en ti moran, las delicias eternas a tu diestra. 

Salmos 15:11

Welcome New Families!!
If your family is new to the parish, or you just haven’t been 
sure when or how to enroll in faith formation classes, please 
know you are most welcome to stop by any Sunday morn-
ing 9:30-10:40 to see our Religious Education program for 
PreK-8th grade, in the Religious Education Building direct-
ly across the parking lot from the church.  Registration is 
available year round. 

First Communion Families
 Please note a slight change in time for the rehearsal for First 
Holy Communion.  The time has been changed to 12:00-1:30 
on the same day originally scheduled:  Saturday, April 28th.

reliGious education
Good sHePHerd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Faith Formation Schedule:
Pre-K - 8th Grade: Sundays 10:15-11:30 a.m. 
Sacrament Class: (1st Communion): Wed. 6:00-7:00 p.m.

April 4 - May 2: 1st Communion Classes Resume
April 8 - April 29: RE Classes Resume
May 6: No Classes - First Communion Mass Celebration
May 9: 1st Communion Mystagogy - Reflection Class (Last 
Class)
May 13: No Classes - Mother’s Day
May 20: No Classes - Graduation Mass / End of the Year RE Party

Confirmation Preparation: 
Sunday 6:00-8:00 p.m. (During RICH Youth Ministry) All 
Teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-up and attend 
RICH Youth Ministry on Sunday nights. Please visit stferdi-
nandblanco.org/richyouth to register. There will be a confirma-
tion retreat set for August, and Confirmation Celebration Mass 
is set for October 30, 2018. Please contact James Longoria or 
Margie Vasquez for specific Confirmation Schedule.

Women’s Bible Study
When:  Each Thursday beginning February 8 at 10 a.m.
Where:  Good Shepherd RE Building

Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@
gmail.com if you have questions or are ready to order your 
study materials.

“The parish community must 
continue to be the prime mover and 
pre-eminent place for catechesis.”

-SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II

divine merCy Community Prayer

Divine Mercy Prayer Service

The St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd RE departments invite all parish-
ioners and the surrounding community to a Prayer Service on Divine 
Mercy Sunday, April 8 at 3pm in the Main Church at St. Ferdinand. We 
will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet together followed by some time of 
silent reflection in front of the Divine Mercy image. 



Healing Through the Heart of Jesus
Saturday, April 14, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Cedarbrake Retreat Center

Healing through the Heart of Jesus will be held Saturday, April 14 from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The focus will be on our identity as God’s loved ones and on the wounds 
that prevent us from living that identity. Father Charlie Garza, pastor of St. Martin de 
Porres will be the presenter. Cost is $40

High School Religious Education
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-up for RICH 
Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm on Sundays. Please visit 
stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth to register. 
For all Youth Ministry inquiries contact James at james@stfer-
dinandblanco.org or (979) 492-4644

Godstock 2018
Godstock 2018 will take place on April 21! If you have already 

registered, please turn in your $45 registration fee to the parish 
office or James ASAP. Registration spots are still available, but 
do not include a t-shirt. 

TONIGHT AT RICH: SURFER JESUS - We’ve talked 
about Jesus’ miracles, the things He said, and the time 
in which He lived, but did Jesus really believe he was 
the Son of God? How does our personal relationship 
with Him reveal His true nature? 
 

faith formation & religious eduCation, Cont’d

youtH ministry

RICH Youth Ministry 2017-2018

 SUNDAYS | 6-8 pm | food, games, TRUTH

Prayer & faith resourCes

Mass Preparation
April 15, 2018, Third Sunday of Easter, Cycle B

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 3:13-15,17-19 
Peter preaches that Jesus has been raised from the dead and calls upon the people                        
to repent.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 4:2,4,7-8,9
A prayer seeking God’s favor.

Second Reading: 1 John 2:1-5a
Those who know God keep his commandments.

Gospel Reading: Luke 24:35-48
Jesus appears again to his disciples and shares a meal with them.

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5



St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship & 
prayer as we work in support of our church family! 

Coffee House & Bakery
In the Blanco Square

(830) 833-3129
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8am - 1pm

Lowe’s Market

Lowe’s Farm & Feed
Nutrena • Ace Hardware

Johnson City
405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX 78620

(512) 858-5400

Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!

wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade

(AKA Fr. Wade)

BLanCo
111 Blanco Rd.

(830) 833-4251

oscarsegura@txwinet.com

Rock Work • All Types of Fence Work
Chain Link • Privacy • No Climb

Barbwire

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & 

Dance Hall for 
Private Events

318 4th Street
1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

Please suPPort our sPonsors

For MeMoriaL sponsorship and advertising opportunities, pLease eMaiL Cathy@stFerdinandBLanCo.org


