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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s & G u e s t s

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our parish or joining
the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office for information concerning reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eu-
charist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick. Parent interviews for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six
weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can be
brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need, please call the office.

S t a f f E m a ils

Rev. Fr. Brion Zarsky
frbrion@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Jessie Esquivel
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

o f f i c e H o u r s

Monday through Friday:
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

o f f i c e c o n t a c t I n f o r m a t i o n

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

“C h r i s t r e d e e m e d u s o n t h e h a r d a r m s o f t h e C r o s s , a n d

h i s k n i g h t w i l l n o t s e r v e h i m i n a n y o t h e r w a y .”
-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

P a r i s h M i n i s t r i e s & I n f o r m a t i o n

5:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 1st (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Sunday, September 2nd (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Parishioners of Good Shepherd
and St. Ferdinand

Sunday, September 2nd (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Tuesday, September 4th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
No Mass

Wednesday, September 5th (StF)                        8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Phyllis Mondisini by Paulette Stepp

Thursday, September 6th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Members of St. Anne’s Altar Society

Thursday, September 6th (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Alvaro Castanada by Carbary Family

Friday, September 7th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Dan Kubin by Family

Saturday, September 8th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Delman Barker by Lucille Scharnhorst

Saturday, September 8th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

For Mass intention inquiries, please stop by the St. Ferdi-
nand Parish Office during regular business hours or call
(830) 833-5227.

mas s es  & I n t e n t i o n s

Week of September 1, 2018 – September 8, 2018

Saturday, September 1st (StF)
Repose of the Soul of Delman Barker by Lucille 
Scharnhorst and Family

mailto:frbrion@stferdinandblanco.org
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In today’s second reading, James compares the Scriptures to 

a mirror. When we read the word of God, or when we hear it 

proclaimed at Mass, we often see ourselves in the stories and 

teachings it contains. Scripture helps us “discern reflections 

and thoughts of the heart,” both the good thoughts and the not 

so good ones. Scripture can expose our pride, confront our 

resentments, or uncover our deception, greed, or lust. However, 

at the same time, Scripture assures us that God made us in his 

image. It convinces us that God loves us and that his grace is 

more than enough to change our lives.

Nevertheless, no matter how much grace God has for us, 

James tells us that it is not enough just to hear the word of 

God—not if we want to see any significant changes in the sinful 

areas of our lives. Similarly, just hearing the word of God will 

not result in a growth in our gifts and virtues. We have to be 

“doers of the word” as well as “hearers.”

James gives us a wonderful image to help make this point: 

someone who hears the word but does not put it into action “is 

like a man who looks at his own face in a mirror. He sees 

himself, then goes off and promptly forgets what he looked like.”

James is not speaking about a poor memory here. He is 

speaking about poor priorities. People “forget” Scripture because 

they have placed other priorities ahead of following the Lord.

The word of God does have the power to help us—but only 

to the degree that we cooperate with it. So be sure to read 

Scripture each day. Also, be sure to write down one action step 

you can take based on what you have read. Then, dedicate your 

day to taking that one step at every opportunity. Let it help you 

say no to sin and yes to God today. If you do, you will be 

“blessed” beyond your expectations!

s u n d a y C o n n e c t i o n :  R e a d i n g  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s

En la actualidad la segunda lectura, Santiago compara las 

Escrituras a un espejo. Cuando leemos la palabra de Dios, o 

cuando escuchamos proclamar en la Misa, nosotros a menudo 

vemos en las historias y las enseñanzas que contiene. Las 

escrituras nos ayuda a "discerner las reflexiones y 

pensamientos del corazón," los buenos pensamientos y los no 

tan buenos. Las escrituras pueden exponer nuestro orgullo, 

confrontar nuestros resentimientos o descubrir nuestro engaño, 

avaricia o lujuria. Sin embargo, al mismo tiempo, la escritura

nos asegura que Dios nos hizo a su imagen. Nos convence que 

Dios nos ama y que su gracia es más que suficiente para 

cambiar nuestras vidas.

Sin embargo, no importa la  gracia que Dios tiene para 

nosotros, Santiago nos dice que no es suficiente sólo el oír la 

palabra de Dios, si queremos ver cambios significativos en las 

áreas pecaminosas de nuestra vida. Del mismo modo, sólo

escuchando la palabra de Dios no dará lugar a un crecimiento

en nuestros dones y virtudes. Tenemos que ser "hacedores de la 

palabra" así como "oyentes".

Santiago nos da una imagen maravillosa para llegar a este

punto: una persona que oye la palabra pero no la pone en

acción "es como un hombre que mira su propio rostro en un 

espejo. Parece a sí mismo, entonces se apaga y rápidamente

olvida lo que parecía."

Santiago no está hablando acerca de una mala memoria .

Él está hablando acerca de las Personas que «olvidan» las 

escrituras porque han puesto otras prioridades por delante en

vez seguir al Señor.

La palabra de Dios tiene el poder de ayudarnos, pero sólo

en la medida en que cooperamos con él. Así que asegúrese de 

leer las escrituras cada día. También, asegúrese de anotar el 

paso de una acción que puede tomar en base a lo que ha leído. 

Entonces, dedicar el día para  tomar un paso en cada

oportunidad. Para decir a decir no al pecado y sí a Dios . Si lo 

hace hoy, usted será "Bienaventurado" más allá de sus

expectativas!

e s t e d o m i n g o : leyendo las Escrituras

Gregory was the prefect of Rome before he was 30. After five 

years in office he resigned, founded six monasteries on his 

Sicilian estate, and became a Benedictine monk in his own 

home at Rome.

Ordained a priest, Gregory became one of the pope’s seven 

deacons, and also served six years in the East as papal 

representative in Constantinople. He was recalled to become 

abbot, but at the age of 50 was elected pope by the clergy and 

people of Rome.

Gregory was direct and firm. He removed unworthy priests 

from office, forbade taking money for many services, emptied 

the papal treasury to ransom prisoners of the Lombards and to 

care for persecuted Jews and the victims of plague and famine. 

He was very concerned about the conversion of England, 

sending 40 monks from his own monastery. He is known for his 

reform of the liturgy, and for strengthening respect for doctrine. 

Whether he was largely responsible for the revision of 

“Gregorian” chant is disputed.

Gregory lived in a time of perpetual strife with invading 

Lombards and difficult relations with the East. When Rome 

itself was under attack, he interviewed the Lombard king.

His book, Pastoral Care, on the duties and qualities of a bishop, 

was read for centuries after his death. He described bishops

S t .  G r e g o r y  t h e  G r e a t
mainly as physicians whose main duties were 

preaching and the enforcement of discipline. In his 

own down-to-earth preaching, Gregory was skilled at 

applying the daily Gospel to the needs of his listeners. 

Called “the Great,” Gregory has been given a place 

with Augustine, Ambrose, and Jerome, as one of the 

four key doctors of the Western Church.

An Anglican historian has written: “It is impossible 

to conceive what would have been the confusion, the 

lawlessness, the chaotic state of the Middle Ages 

without the medieval papacy; and of the medieval 

papacy, the real father is Gregory the Great.”



St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection
Black Bag

$4,589.06
$290.18

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection $1,081.00

Honor the LORD with your wealth,  
with first fruits of all your produce.

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,  
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall.

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the St.  
Ferdinand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand  
parish hall.

ACTS Core Team:
Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:00 p. m. in the St.  
Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m. Call 830-833-4939 for more  
information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand RE  
Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Thursday at 1 p.m. If you’re interested in joining please  
contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 orkgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Parish O r g a n i z a t i o n s & Meeting T i m e s

St. Anne’s Altar Society
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month immediately following 8 a.m.  
Mass in the parish hall.

P r a y e r L i s t

Pleaseprayforparishioners’ spiritual,mentalandphysicalneeds.

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey, Charles

McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi Michalsky,

Charles Reinert, Joanne Bodine, Clara Jo

Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma, Lucille Scharnhorst,

Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben Gonzales, Clifford Lane,

Polo Zamora, Roselle Wagner Fischler, Dylan

Gonzales, Freddy Salazar, Francis Hartmann,

Toni Burns, Jacob Umanzor, Lydia Segura,

Teresa Harris, and Lee Durci.

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication.

P a r i s h M i n i s t r i e s & In f o r m a t i o n , C o n t ’ d

Good Shepherd V o c a t i o n s C h a l i c e

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, please contact
Warren Davis before or after Mass or by calling him directly at
713-569-9491.

c o l l e c t i o n s s t a t e m e n t

Week of August 26, 2018
Thank you for your generosity!

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,  
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

S e p t e m b e r  2 s e c o n d c o l l e c t i o n s

StF:   Building Fund
GS:   Black Bag

We b s i t e s

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, and other resources,  
please visit our websites:

www.stferdinandblanco.org 
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

Parish Office will be closed
Monday, September 3

mailto:kgebhardt52@gmail.com
mailto:bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org
http://www.stferdinandblanco.org/
http://www.goodshepherdjctx.org/


“My s h e e p h e a r m y v o i c e ; I k n o w t h e m , a n d t h e y f o l l o w me.”
-JOHN 10:27

s p e c i a l E v e n t s a n d A n n o u n c e m e n t s

S t . F e r d i n a n d M e n ’ s A C T S
2018 Retreat: September 20-23

Calling all MEN: An ACTS retreat is a three-day and three-night retreat presented by

laymen like yourself, men who are committed to the idea that we can make our faith more a part

of our daily lives. An ACTS weekend provides an opportunity for you to put everyday worries aside

and concentrate on your spiritual needs. All men of the community are invited to attend!

The cost is $100 and a $50 deposit is required to save your spot. Scholarship opportunities

are available. Please don’t let cost keep you from joining us. Stop by the parish office for

information and registration forms.

ETHICS AND INTEGRITY IN MINISTRY (EIM) TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Several EIM workshops are being held in the local area: English EIM workshops will be conducted on:

Monday, September 17th, 7:00-9:00pm in the St Ferdinand Parish Hall

Please arrive promptly, as late arrivals will not be permitted entrance. Anyone new to EIM (employees, newly-appointed 

ministers, etc.) and any parishioners due for a 3-year update must attend a workshop in order to serve in any parish ministry, 

including serving on teams for upcoming ACTS retreats and assisting with RE classes or youth ministry. You can register for 

a class directly on the site below after creating your own EIM account logon. Please do not bring children to an EIM 

workshop. Contact Liza or Carl Struck at castruck@aol.com with any issues registering or with any questions about EIM 

training. Thank you for answering the call to serve!

https://www.eappsdb.com/Login.asp?ORGZ_KEY=4

B a s i c Te a c h i n g s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h

Do you want to know more about our Catholic Faith? Come to these very informative summer sessions at St John the 

Evangelist in San Marcos! The sessions are highly recommended for people active in parish ministries, and also serve toward Level 

I certification for catechists.   

If you attended Basic Teachings at St Ferdinand in 2015-16, this is an ideal opportunity to make up any classes you may have 

missed so that you can complete the series and receive your certificate.   You do not need to pay a second fee. Registration forms are 

available in the narthex or through the church office or RE Office.   Please pre-register so that they can have materials for you!

Classes will take place on Mondays 6:00-9:00 p.m. in Claretian Hall at St John the Evangelist in San Marcos on these dates:

September 10 & 17                Liturgy & Sacraments

September 24 & October 1    Christian Morality

October 8 & 15                      Prayer and Spirtuality

If you can’t make any particular class check the diocesan website for other locations.

Young Adult Preparation for Confirmation

Young adults who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to attend Confirmation Preparation

classes specifically designed for them. Classes meet every other Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the RE Building. Next class will

be September 5th.

mailto:castruck@aol.com
https://www.eappsdb.com/Login.asp?ORGZ_KEY=4


F a i t h F o r m a t i o n & R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n

St. F e r d i n a n d

Susan Moore, Director of RE

830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org
RE Office Hours: Wed. 12:00-6:00
Calendar: 
Sunday, September 16 - Catechetical Sunday - 9:00-10:40 a.m. - PreK-
6th grade Religious Education classes begin
Wednesday, September 19, 6:00-7:15 p.m. – 7th & 8th grade Religious 
Education classes begin
Sunday, October 28, 3:00-4:00 p.m. - Rehearsal for Rite of Confirmation
Tuesday, October 30, 6:30 p.m. – Rite of Confirmation

First Day of Sunday Classes – September 16th Breakfast 

and a movie!

Primer dia de clases de domingo – 16 de septiembre –

Desayuno y pelicula

Parents are invited to join your PreK-6th grade children for 

the first day of Sunday classes on September 16th for 

breakfast and a movie – God With Us - The Coming of the 

Savior, in the parish hall. Doors will open at 9:00 a.m. 

Parents and children will have a chance to meet their 

teacher and visit their classroom briefly after the movie. 

Sunday class hours after Sept 16th will be 9:30-10:40.

Registration for Religious Education classes is currently 
available on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from noon to 6:00 p.m. 
in the Religious Education Building. 
Classes begin on September 16th (PreK-6th) and September 19th (7th&8th)  
Materials Fees - Early Bird Price through October 15th:  PreK-8th grade 
$30     First Communion  $45;  5% discount for 2 or more children ;                                                                                                           
Maximum per family in one year:  $100      
After October 15th:   PreK-8th grade $40, First Communion $55     
Catechist Discount:  $25 total for entire family (flat fee)

First Holy Communion

Classes in preparation for First Holy Communion begin 

in September.   Students in the Diocese of Austin usually 

attend an initial year in First Grade and prepare for First 

Holy Communion in Second Grade, with the sacrament 

celebrated in the Spring of Second Grade.   If your child is 

in First Grade or older and you would like to register them 

for classes, please call the Office of Religious Education at 

830-833-0444 to make an appointment.  Plan to bring a 

sealed copy of your child’s baptismal certificate to the 

appointment, if it is not already on file at St Ferdinand.     

You will be given materials to help you to prepare as a 

family, and will be advised of important dates to mark on 

your calendar.  

Good Shepherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Religious Education Classes:

Registration starts September 2nd.

Cost: Early Bird Price through October 15th, $30

First Communion, $45 (2 books)

5% Discount for 2 or more children

Max per family per year, $100

After October 15th, $40, First Communion $55

Catechist Discount: $25 for entire family

Pre-K thru 5th Grade: Wednesday's 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. (Classes 

to start Sept. 19th)

Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry: (Calendar Schedule 

Pending)

High School RICH Youth Ministry: Sunday's 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 

p.m. (Classes to start Sept. 30th)

Confirmation Preparation:

Sunday's 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (During RICH Youth Nights). Current 

class for Confirmation in 2018 is closed. Confirmation for 2018 will 

be celebrated on October 30th, 2018 (6:30 p.m.) at St. Ferdinand 

Catholic church. Confirmation Class for 2019 will begin registration 

on Sept. 2nd, with Parent Meeting on Dec. 9th. All Teens seeking 

Confirmation in 2019 must sign-up and be attending RICH Youth 

Ministry Classes on Sunday nights. If you would prefer to register 

online, please visit stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth to register. If you 

have any questions or need more information, please contact Margie 

Vasquez.

Religious Education

Women’s Bible Study at Good Shepherd

Our Fall study is a Little Rock Scripture Study “Women In the Old Testament” by Sr. Irene Nowell, 

O.S.B. We will begin on Thursday September 20 at 1:00 PM in the RE Building.  Sr. Irene shares stories of 

many but not all of the women in the Old Testament. “Biblical stories help us imagine the relationship of 

God with human beings. They give us words to describe our own relationship with God.”

If you would like to know some of these women and what part they played in God’s plan, come and join 

us. No prior knowledge is needed. We all come with hearts eager to know our God and how we can serve 

His Kingdom.

Please contact Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301 (kgebhardt52@gmail.com) if you have any questions or 

would like to join us. Prior contact will allow a book to be ready for you at our September 20th meeting.

Men’s Club Meeting

Wednesday, September 5 at 7:00 PM

This is a reminder that the Good Shepherd Men’s Club will have 

their monthly meeting on Wednesday, September 5. The meeting 

will begin at 7:00 PM and be held in the Parish Social Hall. All men 

of the parish ages 16 and over are invited to attend.

mailto:susan@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:margie@stferdinandblanco.org
http://stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth
mailto:kgebhardt52@gmail.com


High School Religious Education: Summer 2018

F a i t h F o r m a t i o n & R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n , C o n t ’ d

Mass Preparation
September 9, 2018, The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, CycleB

First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a
Isaiah prophesies about God’s vindication.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 146:7,8-9,9-10
A Song of Praise to God

Second Reading: James 2:1-5
James teaches that there is to be no partiality within the Christian 
community.

Gospel Reading: Mark 7:31-37
Jesus restores a man’s hearing and speech

P r a y e r & F a i t h R e s o u r c e s

Estamos Buscando Servidores Del Altar!

Esta Su Hijo (Hija) Interesado En Servir Como 

Monaguillo?

Si tu eres un estudiante joven , has recibido la Primera 

Comunion y recibes la Eucaristia cuando tu participas en la 

Liturgia (MISA), entonces esta invitacion es para ti! Cuarto o 

quinto grado es el tiempo recomendado para servidores que 

quieran empezar en este ministerio. Estudiantes en la escuela 

intermedia (Middle School) y Escuela secundaria (High 

School) son animados a servir en el Altar. Les pedimos a los 

Servidores del Altar que esten dispuestos a ser preparados y 

formados correctamente para poder ayudar al Sacerdote y 

Diacono durante la Liturgia. Servidores del Altar deberian ser 

suficiente maduros para entender sus responsabilidades y 

llevarlas a cabo con la apropiada reverencia. Les pedimos a 

los estudiantes y a sus padres dar a este ministerio y sus 

responsabilidades una consideracion en oracion. Gracias!

Por favor llame a Nieves Rodriguez si esta interesado o si 

tiene alguna pregunta.

Telefono Celular 830-798-5502

Telefono de Casa 830-868-5230

Looking for Altar Servers!

Is your child interested in serving as an Altar 

Server?

If you are a young student who has received First 

Communion and normally receive Eucharist whenever 

you participate in the liturgy, this invitation is for you! 

Fourth or fifth grade is the recommended time for 

servers to begin this ministry. Middle school and high 

school students are also encouraged to serve at the 

altar. We ask that altar servers be willing to be properly 

prepared and formed to assist the priest and deacon at 

liturgies. Altar servers should be mature enough to 

understand their responsibilities and to carry them out 

well and with appropriate reverence. Students and their 

parents are asked to give this ministry and 

responsibility prayerful consideration.

Please contact Nieves Rodriguez, if you are interested or 

have any questions.

Cell Phone Number (830-798-5502)

Home Phone Number (830-868-5230)

Servus Dei – Middle School Retreat

On August 9-11, middle school teens from St. 

Ferdinand and St. Mary’s (in Wimberley) attended a 

Servus Dei Retreat. They participated in workshop talks 

about Catholic Social Teachings, working on a pro-life 

activity, as well as going out into the community to do 

service projects each day. They worked very hard but 

they had lots of fun and made some new friends. A big 

THANK YOU to the St. Ferdinand’s Catholic Daughters 

for coming out to cook each day. 



(your ad here)
Your Parish. Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business  
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial  

Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Member

FDIC

401 Main
P.O. Box 1329
Blanco, TX 78606

(830) 833-0240
Cell: (830) 688-3686
Fax: (830) 833-0242

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey WayneRussell
- Uncle Wade  

(AKA Fr. Wade)

oscarsegura@txwinet.com

Rock Work • All Types of Fence Work  

Chain Link • Privacy • No Climb  

BarbwireOpen Everyday

Dine in, Catering &  

Dance Hall for  

Private Events

318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

P l e a s e s u p p o r t O u r s p o n s o r s

St. Anne, Pray forUs!

St. Anne’s Altar Society
Join us the first Thursday of each month after  8:00 

a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship &  

prayer as we work in support of our church family!

BLANCO BANKING CENTER

STORMY PRUITT MELISSA SEYMOUR

Regional President Operations Officer

stormyp@myhnb.com melissas@myhnb.com

NMLS #730040
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