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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s & G u e s t s

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our parish or joining
the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office for information concerning reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eu-
charist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick. Parent interviews for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six
weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can be
brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need, please call the office.

S t a f f E m a ils

Rev. Fr. Brion Zarsky
frbrion@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Jessie Esquivel
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Penny Thomas, Bookkeeper
penny@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

o f f i c e H o u r s

Monday through Friday:
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

o f f i c e c o n t a c t I n f o r m a t i o n

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

“C h r i s t r e d e e m e d u s o n t h e h a r d a r m s o f t h e C r o s s , a n d

h i s k n i g h t w i l l n o t s e r v e h i m i n a n y o t h e r w a y .”
-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

P a r i s h M i n i s t r i e s & I n f o r m a t i o n

5:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 15th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Sunday, September 16th (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Repose of the Soul of Fr. Robert Becker

Sunday, September 16th (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Minta Torres by Mirea Martinez 

Tuesday, September 18th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Minta Torres by Mirea Martinez

Wednesday, September 19th (StF)                      8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Clifford Zarsky

Thursday, September 20th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Delman Barker on their 61st wedding 
anniversary by Anna Barker and family

Thursday, September 20th (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Alice Johnson by Carbary Family

Friday, September 21st (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Glenda Tunis by Vicki and Joe Guidry

Saturday, September 22nd (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Jim Klepac on his birthday by Rhonda 
Klepac-Uecker and family

Saturday, September 22nd (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

For Mass intention inquiries, please stop by the St. Ferdi-
nand Parish Office during regular business hours or call
(830) 833-5227.

mas s es  & I n t e n t i o n s

Week of September 15, 2018 – September 22, 2018

Saturday, September 15th (StF)
Repose of the Soul of Maria Smith
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In the presentation of the life and ministry of Jesus found in 

the Gospel of Mark, the deeds of Jesus have shown Jesus to be 

the Son of God. Yet many, including Jesus’ disciples, have not 

yet realized his identity. In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks the 

disciples for a field report by asking what others say about him. 

He then turns the question directly to the disciples and asks 

what they believe. Peter speaks for all of them when he 

announces that they believe Jesus to be the Christ.

The word Christ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word 

for Messiah, which means “the anointed one.” Jesus does not 

appear to have used this term for himself. As we see in today’s 

reading, Jesus refers to himself instead as the Son of Man, a 

term derived from the Jewish Scriptures, found in the Book of 

Daniel and in other apocryphal writings. Many scholars suggest 

that the phrase Son of Man is best understood to mean “human 

being.”

Now that the disciples have acknowledged Jesus as the 

Christ, Jesus confides in them the outcome of his ministry: he 

will be rejected, must suffer and die, and will rise after three 

days. Peter rejects this prediction, and Jesus rebukes him 

severely. Jesus teaches the crowd and the disciples about the 

path of discipleship: To be Christ’s disciple is to follow in the 

way of the cross.

We can easily miss the fear that Jesus’ words must have 

evoked in his disciples. Death by crucifixion was all too familiar 

as a method of execution in Roman-occupied territories. It was 

also an omnipresent danger to the Christian community for 

whom Mark wrote. The path that Jesus was inviting his 

disciples to share meant tremendous suffering and death. This 

is the kind of radical commitment and sacrifice that Jesus calls 

us to adopt for the sake of the Gospel.

J e s u s  i s  t h e  C h r i s t

En la presentación de la vida y Ministerio de Jesús en el 

Evangelio de Marcos, las obras de Jesús han demostrado que 

Jesús es el hijo de Dios. Sin embargo muchos, como los

discípulos de Jesús, no comprendian aún su identidad. En el 

Evangelio de hoy Jesús pide a los discípulos un informe

preguntando lo que otros dicen acerca de él. Luego da vuelta la 

pregunta directamente a los discípulos y le pregunta lo que ellos

creen. Pedro habla de todo ello cuando él anuncia que Jesús es

el Cristo.

La palabra Cristo en la traducción griega de la palabra 

hebrea para Mesías, significa "el ungido". Jesús no parecen

haber utilizado este término para sí mismo. Como vemos en la 

lectura de hoy, Jesús se refiere a sí mismo como el hijo del 

hombre, término derivado de las escrituras judías, que se 

encuentra en el libro de Daniel y en otros escritos apócrifos. 

Muchos estudiosos sugieren que la frase hijo del hombre se 

entiende mejor en el sentido de "ser humano".

Ahora que los discípulos han reconocido a Jesús como el 

Cristo, Jesús confía en ellos al resultado de su ministerio: él

será rechazado, debera sufrir y morir y se levantará después de 

tres días. Pedro rechaza esta predicción, y Jesús lo reprende

severamente. Jesús enseña a la gente y los discípulos sobre el 

camino del discipulado: ser discípulo de Cristo es seguir en el 

camino de la Cruz.

Fácilmente podemos perder el temor de las palabras de 

Jesús que  deben haber evocado en sus discípulos. La  Muerte

por crucifixión era demasiado conocida como método de 

ejecución en territorios ocupados por el romano. También era 

un peligro presente a la comunidad cristiana por lo  que Marcos 

escribió. El camino de  Jesús fue invitar a sus discípulos para 

compartir ,significaba muerte y sufrimiento . Este es un 

compromiso radical  de  sacrificio que Jesús nos llama adoptar

por medio del  Evangelio.

Joseph of Cupertino is most famous for levitating at 

prayer. Already as a child, Joseph showed a fondness for 

prayer. After a short career with the Capuchins, he joined the 

Conventual Franciscans. Following a brief assignment caring for 

the friary mule, Joseph began his studies for the priesthood. 

Though studies were very difficult for him, Joseph gained a 

great deal of knowledge from prayer. He was ordained in 1628.

Joseph’s tendency to levitate during prayer was sometimes a 

cross; some people came to see this much as they might have 

gone to a circus sideshow. Joseph’s gift led him to be humble, 

patient, and obedient, even though at times he was greatly 

tempted and felt forsaken by God. He fasted and wore iron 

chains for much of his life.

The friars transferred Joseph several times for his own good 

and for the good of the rest of the community. He was reported 

to and investigated by the Inquisition; the examiners exonerated 

him.

Joseph was canonized in 1767. In the investigation 

preceding the canonization, 70 incidents of levitation are 

recorded.

S t .  J o s e p h  o f  C u p e r t i n o

While levitation is an extraordinary sign of holiness, 

Joseph is also remembered for the ordinary signs he 

showed. He prayed even in times of inner darkness, and he 

lived out the Sermon on the Mount. He used his “unique 

possession,” his free will, to praise God and to serve God’s 

creation

J e s ú s e s e l  C r i s t o



St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $4,397.00

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection
Building Fund

$894.00
$122.00

Honor the LORD with your wealth,  
with first fruits of all your produce.

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,  
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall.

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the St.  
Ferdinand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand  
parish hall.

ACTS Core Team:
Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:00 p. m. in the St.  
Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m. Call 830-833-4939 for more  
information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand RE  
Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Thursday at 1 p.m. If you’re interested in joining please  
contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 orkgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Parish O r g a n i z a t i o n s & Meeting T i m e s

St. Anne’s Altar Society
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month immediately following 8 a.m.  
Mass in the parish hall.

P r a y e r L i s t

Pleaseprayforparishioners’ spiritual,mentalandphysicalneeds.

Clara Jo Bindseil, Joanne Bodine, Toni Burns, Lee

Durci, Roselle Wagner Fischler, Cynthia Ford,

John Geldorf, Dylan Gonzales, Ruben Gonzales,

Teresa Harris, Francis Hartmann, Clifford Lane,

Wyatt Ledesma, Charles McKinney, Naomi

Michalsky, Ralph Moss, Charles Reinert, Joe D.

Riba Sr., George Richey, Freddy Salazar, Lucille

Scharnhorst, Gay Schuler, Lydia Segura, Jacob

Umanzor, Nellie Upshaw, and Polo Zamora.

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication.

P a r i s h M i n i s t r i e s & In f o r m a t i o n , C o n t ’ d

Good Shepherd V o c a t i o n s C h a l i c e

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, please contact
Warren Davis before or after Mass or by calling him directly at
713-569-9491.

c o l l e c t i o n s s t a t e m e n t

Week of September 9, 2018
Thank you for your generosity!

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,  
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

S e p t e m b e r  1 6 s e c o n d c o l l e c t i o n s

StF: N/A
GS: N/A

We b s i t e s

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, and other resources,  
please visit our websites:

www.stferdinandblanco.org 
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

mailto:kgebhardt52@gmail.com
mailto:bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org
http://www.stferdinandblanco.org/
http://www.goodshepherdjctx.org/


s p e c i a l E v e n t s a n d A n n o u n c e m e n t s

Good Shepherd Mexican Dinner & Raffle

October 7, 2018,  11am – 2pm 

DONATIONS NEEDED! Good Shepherd’s Mexican Dinner and Raffle is scheduled for Sunday, October 7, 2018 from 11 am – 2 

pm in the church hall. We are in need of raffle items or financial donations to be used to purchase large items for the raffle. 

We also need volunteers on Saturday, October 6th, starting at 9 a.m. to set up the tables and chairs in the dining area, and to 

assist in the kitchen with food preparation. A volunteer sign-up poster with specific jobs and time slots for the day of the 

Mexican Dinner will soon be available in the Parish Hall. Every household is asked to bring baked goods for desserts at the 

dinner. You may bring your baked goods to the Parish Hall on Saturday morning October 6th or Sunday morning October 7th 

before 11a.m. 

If you have any questions you can contact Rita Summy at 830-385-5324 or 830-868-4536. Thank you all in advance for your 

support of Good Shepherd Catholic Church.

S t . F e r d i n a n d M e n ’ s A C T S
2018 Retreat: September 20-23

Calling all MEN: An ACTS retreat is a three-day and three-night retreat presented by

laymen like yourself, men who are committed to the idea that we can make our faith more a part

of our daily lives. An ACTS weekend provides an opportunity for you to put everyday worries aside

and concentrate on your spiritual needs. All men of the community are invited to attend!

The cost is $100 and a $50 deposit is required to save your spot. Scholarship opportunities

are available. Please don’t let cost keep you from joining us. Stop by the parish office for

information and registration forms.

In October, Respect Life Month, St. Ferdinand and Good 
Shepherd will host this campaign to foster a greater 
respect for the sanctity of human life. Your donation 
will help pro-life efforts in our parish and throughout 
the diocese. The Gabriel Project, Project Rachel, 
Sidewalk Ministry, Pro-Life Help Line and much more 
will receive funds from this campaign. For more 
information or to volunteer, please call the office at 830-
833-5227 or email admin@stferdinandblanco.org.

¡Ya vienen las alcanías del Bebé! En octubre, Mes de Respeto a la 
Vida, St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd participará en esta
campaña para promover un mayor respeto por la santidad de la 
vida humana. Su donación ayudará a los esfuerzos pro-vida en la 
parroquia y a lo largo de la diócesis. El Proyecto Gabriel, el 
Proyecto Raquel, el Ministerio de Banqueta, la Línea de Ayuda
Pro-Vida y muchos más recibirán fondos de esta campaña. Para 
mayor información o para ser un voluntario, por favor call the 
office at 830-833-5227 or email admin@stferdinandblanco.org.

ETHICS AND INTEGRITY IN MINISTRY (EIM) TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
Several EIM workshops are being held in the local area: English EIM workshops will be conducted on:

Monday, September 17th, 7:00-9:00pm in the St Ferdinand Parish Hall

Please arrive promptly, as late arrivals will not be permitted entrance. Anyone new to EIM (employees, newly-appointed 

ministers, etc.) and any parishioners due for a 3-year update must attend a workshop in order to serve in any parish ministry, 

including serving on teams for upcoming ACTS retreats and assisting with RE classes, youth ministry, or VBS 

volunteers. You can register for a class directly on the site below after creating your own EIM account logon. Please do not 

bring children to an EIM workshop. Contact Liza or Carl Struck at castruck@aol.com with any issues registering or with any 

questions about EIM training. Thank you for answering the call to serve!

https://www.eappsdb.com/Login.asp?ORGZ_KEY=4

Women’s Bible Study at Good Shepherd

Our Fall study is a Little Rock Scripture Study “Women In the Old Testament” by Sr. Irene Nowell, O.S.B. We will begin 

on Thursday September 20 at 1:00 PM in the RE Building.  Sr. Irene shares stories of many but not all of the women in the 

Old Testament. “Biblical stories help us imagine the relationship of God with human beings. They give us words to describe 

our own relationship with God.”

If you would like to know some of these women and what part they played in God’s plan, come and join us. No prior 

knowledge is needed. We all come with hearts eager to know our God and how we can serve His Kingdom.

Please contact Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301 (kgebhardt52@gmail.com) if you have any questions or would like to join 

us. Prior contact will allow a book to be ready for you at our September 20th meeting.

Baby Banks are coming!

mailto:castruck@aol.com
https://www.eappsdb.com/Login.asp?ORGZ_KEY=4
mailto:kgebhardt52@gmail.com


St. F e r d i n a n d

Susan Moore, Director of RE

830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Office Hours/Horarios de Oficina de Educacion

Religiosa: Wednesday/Miercoles 12:00-6:00

Calendar: 

Sunday, September 16 - Catechetical Sunday - 9:00-

10:40 a.m. - PreK-6th grade Breakfast and God with Us—

The Coming of a Savior animated film!

Wednesday, September 19, 6:00-7:15 p.m. – 7th & 8th

grade RE classes begin

Sunday, October 28, 3:00-4:00 p.m. - Rehearsal for Rite of 

Confirmation

Tuesday, October 30, 6:30 p.m. – Rite of Confirmation

First Day of Sunday Classes – September 16th Breakfast, 

door prizes, and a movie!

Primer dia de clases de domingo – 16 de septiembre –

Desayuno, premios, y pelicula!

Parents are invited to join your PreK-6th grade children for 

the first day of Sunday classes on September 16th for 

breakfast and a movie – God With Us - The Coming of the 

Savior, in the parish hall. Doors will open at 9:00 a.m. 

Parents and children will have a chance to meet their 

teacher and visit their classroom briefly after the movie. 

Sunday class hours after Sept 16th will be 9:30-10:40.

Registration for RE classes is available Sundays after Mass 
in the RE building or on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from noon to 
6:00 p.m. in the RE Building. 
Classes begin on September 16th (PreK-6th) and September 19th (7th&8th)  
Materials Fees - Early Bird Price through October 15th:  PreK-8th grade 
$30     First Communion  $45;  5% discount for 2 or more children ;                                                                                                           
Maximum per family in one year:  $100      
Materials Fees After October 15th:   PreK-8th grade $40, First 
Communion $55     
Catechist Discount:  $25 total for entire family (flat fee)

First Holy Communion

Classes in preparation for First Holy Communion begin 

in September.   Students in the Diocese of Austin usually 

attend an initial year in First Grade and prepare for First 

Holy Communion in Second Grade, with the sacrament 

celebrated in the Spring of Second Grade.   If your child is 

in First Grade or older and you would like to register them 

for classes, please call the Office of Religious Education at 

830-833-0444 to make an appointment.  Plan to bring a 

sealed copy of your child’s baptismal certificate to the 

appointment, if it is not already on file at St Ferdinand.     

You will be given materials to help you to prepare as a 

family, and will be advised of important dates to mark on 

your calendar.  

Good Shepherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

RE CLASSES TO START WEDNESDAY SEPT. 19!!!

Religious Education Classes:

Registration starts September 2nd.

Cost: Early Bird Price through October 15th, $30

First Communion, $45 (2 books)

5% Discount for 2 or more children

Max per family per year, $100

After October 15th, $40, First Communion $55

Catechist Discount: $25 for entire family

Pre-K thru 5th Grade: Wednesday's 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. (Classes 

to start Sept. 19th)

Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry: (Calendar Schedule 

Pending)

High School RICH Youth Ministry: Sunday's 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 

p.m. (Classes to start Sept. 30th)

Volunteers/Teachers needed: If you are interested in helping out this 

year in RE, you must be EIM compliant. Please refer to bulletin for 

upcoming workshops in our area.

Religious Education

Confirmation Preparation for St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Sunday's 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (During RICH Youth Nights). Current class for Confirmation in 2018 is closed. Confirmation for 2018 will be 

celebrated on October 30th, 2018 (6:30 p.m.) at St. Ferdinand Catholic Church. Confirmation Class for 2019 will begin registration on Sept. 

2nd, with Parent Meeting on Dec. 9th. All Teens seeking Confirmation in 2019 must sign-up and be attending RICH Youth Ministry 

Classes on Sunday nights. If you would prefer to register online, please visit stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth to register. If you have any 

questions or need more information, please contact Margie Vasquez.

mailto:susan@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:margie@stferdinandblanco.org
http://stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth


High School Religious Education: Summer 2018

Mass Preparation
September 23, 2018, The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, CycleB

First Reading: Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
The just one is put to the test.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 54:3-4,5,6 & 8
A prayer for God’s protection.

Second Reading: James 3:16–4:3
James teaches about the wisdom from above.

Gospel Reading: Mark 9:30-37
Jesus teaches his disciples that the greatest are those who serve all.

P r a y e r & F a i t h R e s o u r c e s

B a s i c Te a c h i n g s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h

Do you want to know more about our Catholic Faith? Come to these very informative summer sessions at St John the 

Evangelist in San Marcos! The sessions are highly recommended for people active in parish ministries, and also serve toward Level 

I certification for catechists.   

If you attended Basic Teachings at St Ferdinand in 2015-16, this is an ideal opportunity to make up any classes you may have 

missed so that you can complete the series and receive your certificate.   You do not need to pay a second fee. Registration forms are 

available in the narthex or through the church office or RE Office.   Please pre-register so that they can have materials for you!

Classes will take place on Mondays 6:00-9:00 p.m. in Claretian Hall at St John the Evangelist in San Marcos on these dates:

September 17                                                Liturgy & Sacraments

September 24 & October 1    Christian Morality

October 8 & 15                      Prayer and Spirituality

If you can’t make any particular class check the diocesan website for other locations.

High School Religious Education:

JOIN US FOR A BACK TO SCHOOL FUN NIGHT! SEPT. 20 STARTING AT 5:30 PM

Sunday Evening 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. (classes to start Sept. 30th) Registration starts Sept. 2nd. The RICH Youth Group will 

be utilizing the LIFETEEN program.

Confirmation Class / Parent Meeting:

Sunday Night Sept. 23 rd at 6:00 p.m., St. Ferdinand Parish Hall - Parents and candidates are required to attend. Topics will 

include completed forms, Baptismal Certificates, Confirmation Rehearsal Schedule and Sponsor Forms.

Middle School Religious Education:

Middle School Youth Ministry will utilize the EDGE program for classes, Registration for EDGE (6th – 8th grades) has started. 

Please contact Margie Vasquez for Calendar schedule.

Volunteer Opportunities:

We are currently looking for volunteers to help in all youth ministry committees. If you are interested in volunteering you must 

be EIM compliance, please refer to bulletin for upcoming workshops in our area.

For all Youth Ministry inquiries contact Margie at margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Young Adult Preparation for Confirmation

Young adults who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to attend Confirmation Preparation

classes specifically designed for them. Classes meet every other Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the RE Building. Next class will

be September 19th.



(your ad here)
Your Parish. Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business  
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial  

Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Member

FDIC

401 Main
P.O. Box 1329
Blanco, TX 78606

(830) 833-0240
Cell: (830) 688-3686
Fax: (830) 833-0242

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey WayneRussell
- Uncle Wade  

(AKA Fr. Wade)

oscarsegura@txwinet.com

Rock Work • All Types of Fence Work  

Chain Link • Privacy • No Climb  

BarbwireOpen Everyday

Dine in, Catering &  

Dance Hall for  

Private Events

318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

P l e a s e s u p p o r t O u r s p o n s o r s

St. Anne, Pray forUs!

St. Anne’s Altar Society
Join us the first Thursday of each month after  8:00 

a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship &  

prayer as we work in support of our church family!

BLANCO BANKING CENTER

STORMY PRUITT MELISSA SEYMOUR

Regional President Operations Officer

stormyp@myhnb.com melissas@myhnb.com

NMLS #730040
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