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P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N

Saint Mary’s Help of Christians Cemetery

Catholic Churches

“. . . but she, from her poverty, has 
contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.”
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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s & G u e s t s

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our

parish or joining the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office. For information concerning reception of

Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick, contact the

Church office. Parent interviews for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage

Arrangements need to be made with the priest at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can be brought

to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need, please call the office.

Saturday, November 6th (SF) 5:00 p.m.

Repose of the Souls of Walter Heffner and Gary Medina by Helen 

Heffner

Saturday, November 6th (SF) 7:00 p.m.

Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Sunday, November 7th (GS) 9:00 a.m.

Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Sunday, November 7th (SF) 11:00 a.m.

Repose of the Soul of Lucille G. Rodriguez by Yolanda Davila

Tuesday, November 9th (SF) 9:00 a.m.

Healing of J. Michael Stauffer by Wendy Smith

Wednesday, November 10th (SF) 9:00 a.m.

Repose of the Soul of Gloria Bessan by Bill and Janie Cain

Thursday, November 11th (SF) 9:00 a.m.

Health of Sandra Rodriguez by Joe and Dora Alegria

Thursday, November 11th (GS) 6:00 p.m.

For all the Souls in Purgatory

Friday, November 12th (SF) 9:00 a.m.

Birthday Blessings for Lorraine Nemec by Helen Heffner

Saturday, November 13th (SF) 5:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Sally Lechow by family

Saturday, November 13th (SF) 7:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Trinidad Torres by Zenaida Cabrera Torres

Masses for November 6, 2021 – November 13, 2021

Please continue to pray for comfort and healing for the sick 

in our parish community. In addition, please ask the Lord 

for wisdom for their doctors and nurses, rest for their 

caregivers, and peace and strength for their family and 

friends.

We are proud of all those in our parish 

who are serving and protecting our

country. Thank you and God bless all of you.

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special 

way,  please email: admin@stferdinandblanco.org. Unless 

you are an immediate family member, please obtain per-

mission from the person whose name is being placed on 

the list prior to submission.

Patricia Althaus

Maggie Atkinson

Llano Baumgartner

Chris Berryhill

Don Blanton

Gaelynn Brown

Vanessa Castillo

Barbara Crowley

Jack Cudd

Roselle Fischler

Jane Foegelle

Pete Garcia

Jim Gronke

Myles Harris

Charles Jennings

Anna Lee Jones

Charles Michael Jones

Randall Jones

Virginia Kainer

Robert Kratky

Mike Kleiss

David Laumer

Jeanette Lavelle

Jane Martin

Segunda Martinez

Charles McKinney

Elsie Meurer

Jane Murrell

Tim Nance

Ivan Nelson

Devin Newsome

Gloria Preiss

Charles Reinert

Sid Reinert

Choppy Romero

Miguel Ruiz, Jr.

Lupe Ruvalcaba

Josie Salazar

Margareta Schaeffner

Josh Strodtbeck

Jacob Umanzor

Eva Vargas (Martinez)

Pedro Villegas

Connie West

Daniel Zamora

Polo Zamora

Susie Zamora
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Good Shepherd Men’s Club

Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in 
the parish hall.

St. Ferdinand Men’s Club

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in 
the St.  Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir

Meets Wednesday nights at 5:00 p.m. Call 830-833-3210
for more  information.
Practices are currently suspended due to COVID.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand RE Building.

Women’s Bible Study

Meets every Thursday at 1 p.m. If you’re interested in 
joining please contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-427-3060
or kgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Parish Organizations & Meeting Times

St. Ferdinand:

Regular Collection

Good Shepherd:

Regular Collection

$3,286.00

$716.00

Week of October 31, 2021

Thank you for your generosity!

Second C o l l e c t i o n  f o r  t o d a y

i s  f o r  t h e  B u i l d i ng  F u n d

Altar Server Training, St. Ferdinand

Meets every Sunday of the month at St. Ferdinand at

8:30 a.m. (following school schedule)

Good Shepherd Contemplative Prayer

Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Church, Contact George and Karen Gebhardt
(210-216-6771 or 210-427-3060)

St. Anne’s Altar Society

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month following the 9:00 
am Mass in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall.

Mass Preparation
November 14, 2021, The Thirty-Third Sunday 

of Ordinary Time

First Reading: Daniel 12:1-3
Daniel prophesies about the judgment of the last days.

Psalm 16:5,8-11
God protects us and shows us the path of life.

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:11-14,18
Jesus’ offering for sin has made all to be consecrated perfect 
forever.

Gospel Reading: Mark  13:24-32
Jesus teaches about the signs of the coming of the Son of Man.

Good Shepherd

Vocations Chalice

If your family feels called to pray with the Vocations Chalice,

please contact Warren Davis before or after Mass or by

calling him directly at 713-569-9491.

Calendar of Events
St. Ferdinand

November 13 – Confirmation, 5 pm Mass

November 23-26 – No 9am Masses

November 24-26 – Parish Office Closed

Calendar of Events
Good Shepherd

November 13 – Confirmation, 5 pm Mass at St. Ferdinand

November 24-26 – Parish Office Closed

November 25 – No 6pm Mass

If you know of someone who is unable to get to Mass 

but would like to receive Communion, call the parish 

office at 830-833-5227. We will contact an 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion who will 

bring Communion to the parishioner’s home.
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¿Significa esto que Dios espera que vacíemos nuestras 

cuentas bancarias o nuestras despensas? No necesariamente.

Pero sí quiere que derramemos nuestros corazones. Ya sea 

que estemos dando financieramente o sacrificando nuestro 

tiempo o atención, él quiere vernos ser tan generosos como él.

Hay momentos en los que, como las viudas en las lecturas 

de hoy, puedes sentir que no te queda mucho. Más allá de lo 

financiero, es posible que estés "raspando el fondo del barril" 

de tu paciencia o tu simpatía o tu tolerancia.

Pero sepan que cuando le pidan a Dios la gracia y la 

fuerza para dar de lo poco que tienen, Él los bendecirá. Él 

podría darte lo que te falta, o podría darte la fuerza para 

gastarte un poco más. Incluso cuando parece una gota en el 

cubo, tu decisión de dar agrada al Señor. Esto se debe a que 

cada vez que eliges dar de ti mismo, te vuelves más como él. 

¡Él está construyendo su propio carácter en ti!

“Señor, ayúdame a dar de mí mismo tan generosamente como 

tú lo hiciste.”

B e  g e n e r o u s  a n d  G o d  w i l l  b l e s s  y o u .

She, from her poverty, has contributed all she had. (Mark 

12:44)

What was it about this widow that drew Jesus’ attention 

and delighted him so much? Many others had given far more 

to the Temple treasury than she had. No, it wasn’t the size of 

her gift that touched him so deeply. It was her willingness to 

give all.

You can see a similar mindset in the widow in today’s first 

reading. She used the last of her provisions to feed the 

prophet Elijah. Notice how God blessed her generosity and 

provided for her—and Elijah—through the famine.

The willingness of these two widows to offer their meager 

gifts was pleasing to the Lord. That’s because sacrificial giving 

reflects the character of God himself. Just think of the way 

Jesus held nothing back when he gave himself to us. He gave 

every drop of blood, every ounce of mercy and love.

Does this mean that God expects us to empty our bank 

accounts or our pantries? Not necessarily. But he does want

Jesus, you are the Bread of Life, the food that nourishes, the presence that comforts, the truth that lights the way. 

Stay with us; live in us. Amen.

us to pour out our hearts. Whether we are giving financially 

or sacrificing our time or attention, he wants to see us 

become as generous as he is.

There are times when, like the widows in today’s 

readings, you might feel as if you don’t have much left. 

Beyond the financial, you might be “scraping the bottom of 

the barrel” of your patience or your sympathy or your 

forbearance.

But know that when you ask God for the grace and 

strength to give from what little you have, he will bless you. 

He might give you what you lack, or he might give you the 

strength to spend yourself a little more. Even when it seems 

like a drop in the bucket, your decision to give pleases the 

Lord. That’s because each time you choose to give of 

yourself, you become more like him. He is building his own 

character in you!

“Lord, help me give of myself as generously as you did.”

Ella, desde su pobreza, ha aportado todo lo que tenía. (Marcos 

12:44)

¿Qué fue lo que atrajo la atención de Jesús y lo deleitó 

tanto de esta viuda? Muchos otros habían dado mucho más 

al tesoro del Templo que ella. No, no fue el tamaño de su 

regalo lo que lo conmovió tan profundamente. Era su 

voluntad de darlo todo.

Puedes ver una mentalidad similar en la viuda en la 

primera lectura de hoy. Ella usó la última de sus provisiones 

para alimentar al profeta Elías. Observe cómo Dios bendijo su 

generosidad y proveyó para ella, y para Elías, a través de la 

hambruna.

La disposición de estas dos viudas de ofrecer sus escasos 

dones fue agradable al Señor. Esto se debe a que el dar con 

sacrificio refleja el carácter de Dios mismo. Solo piense en la 

forma en que Jesús no retuvo nada cuando se entregó a 

nosotros. Él dio cada gota de sangre, cada onza de 

misericordia y amor.

Drop off your Baby Banks today! Thank you for your 

commitment to Life! Your donation will help pro-life efforts 

in our parish and throughout the diocese. The Gabriel 

Project, Project Rachel, Sidewalk Ministry, Pro-Life Help Line, 

and much more will receive funds from this campaign. You 

can also donate online in our website page. If you forgot your 

Baby Bank, please drop it off at the parish office this coming 

week. For more information or to volunteer, please contact 

the parish office at 830-833-5227 or email 

admin@stferdinandblanco.org. 

¡Regrese sus alcancías hoy! ¡Gracias por su compromiso por 

la vida! Sus donativos ayudaran a los esfuerzos Pro-vida en 

nuestra parroquia y alrededor de la diócesis. El Proyecto 

Gabriel, el Proyecto Raquel, el Ministerio de banqueta, y la 

línea de ayuda entre otros recibirán fondos de esta campaña. 

Si olvido su Alcancía del Bebe, por favor tráigalo a las 

oficinas de la iglesia durante la semana. También pueden 

donar en línea yendo a nuestro sitio web. Para más 

información o para ser un voluntario, por favor contacte the

parish office at 830-833-5227 or email 

admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bring back your baby banks!

Jesús, tú eres el Pan de Vida, el alimento que nutre, la presencia que consuela, la verdad que ilumina el camino. 

Quédate con nosotros; vive en nosotros. Amén.



Attention Men

Do you feel a call to serve as a 

deacon?

Men between the ages of 30 and 59 sensing God’s call to the 

permanent diaconate and their wives are invited to attend 

one of the following Inquiry Sessions offered by the Office of 

Diaconal Formation.

Nov. 14: Pastoral Center, 6225 Highway 290 East, Austin

Dec. 12: St. Joseph Parish in Bryan, 507 E. 26th St., Bryan

Jan. 9: St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish in Pflugerville, 

1520 N. Railroad Ave, Pflugerville

Feb. 13: St. John the Evangelist Parish in Marble Falls, 

105 Highway 1431 East, Marble Falls

March 13: St. Joseph Parish in Killeen, 2903 E. Rancier

Ave, Killeen

April 10: Santa Cruz Parish in Buda, 1100 Main St, Buda

Applications for the Diaconal Formation Class of 2028 will 

be accepted starting Dec. 1, 2021. Additional information 

can be found at www.austindiocese.org/welcome.

Los hombres entre 30 y 59 años de edad que sientan el 

llamado de Dios al diaconado permanente y sus esposas

están invitados a asistir a una de las siguientes sesiones de 

información ofrecidas por la Oficina de Formación Diaconal.

14 de noviembre: Pastoral Center, 6225 Highway 290 East, 

Austin

12 de diciembre: St. Joseph en Bryan,507 E. 26th St., Bryan

9 de enero: St. Elizabeth of Hungary en Pflugerville, 1520 N. 

Railroad Ave, Pflugerville

13 de febrero: St. John the Evangelist en Marble Falls, 

105 Highway 1431 East, Marble Falls

13 de marzo: St. Joseph en Killeen, 2903 E. Rancier Ave, 

Killeen

10 de abril: Santa Cruz en Buda, 1100 Main St, Buda

Las solicitudes para la Clase de Formación Diaconal de 2028 

se aceptarán a partir del 1 de diciembre de 2021. Se puede

encontrar información adicional

en www.austindiocese.org/welcome.

Youth Fundraiser
November 26th – November 27th, 2021

We will have a booth at Light Spectacular 

in Johnson City to help us raise funds for 

DCYC 2022 (Diocesan Catholic Youth 

Conference) in Waco.

The Light Spectacular event is the 

weekend right after Thanksgiving. Our 

booth will have drinks (Sodas, Water, and

juice pouches), Hot Homemade Cider, and 

Fresh Popcorn.

This is a request for donations –

Can Sodas (any kind) or Juice Pouch 

drinks (Capri Suns, etc.) or Bottled 

water. We will also take cash donations 

to purchase the items needed.

Items or donations can be delivered to the church office.

For more information, please contact:

MaryJane Hill (Maryjane@stferdinandblanco.org) or Margie 

Vasquez (Margie@stferdinandblanco.org).

Thank you ahead of time for helping make this year’s 

youth fundraiser a success.

Blanco Tots Need Toys Angel Tree
Religious Education classes will be

participating in the Blanco Tots Need 

Toys Christmas gift program along 

with several area churches during the month of 

November. A tree with gift request ornaments will 

be available before and after Masses on the 14th, 

20th & 21st of November.  All parishioners are 

invited to select an angel ornament with an age 

and a wish list for an individual boy or girl. Gifts 

will be collected before Mass on November 27th and 

28th, or gifts may be delivered to the church office 

by Wednesday, December 1st. 

If you miss the deadline for Tots Need 

Toys applications at Blanco Elementary,

please contact Susan in the RE Office 

at 833-0444.

National Vocation Awareness Week

November 7-13, 2021

National Vocation Awareness Week 

(NVAW) is an annual week-long celebration of 

the Catholic Church in the United States 

dedicated to promote vocations to the 

priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life through prayer and 

education, and to renew our prayers and support for those who are 

considering one of these particular vocations.

NVAW began in 1976 when the U. S. bishops designated the 

28th Sunday of the year for NVAW. Beginning in 2014, NVAW was 

moved to the first full week of November.

Prayer for Vocations

God our Father, we thank you for calling 

men and women to serve in your Son’s 

Kingdom as priests, deacons, and 

consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit 

to help others to respond generously and 

courageously to your call. May our 

community of faith support vocations of 

sacrificial love in our youth and young 

adults. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen.

http://www.austindiocese.org/welcome
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Good Shepherd

Religious Education Classes:   

Registration Cost:

• Elementary Grades (Early Bird price through Oct 15th) -

$30. (After Oct. 15th) - $40 (5% discount for 2 or more 

children – max per family per year - $100)

• First Communion - $45 (2 books)

• Pre-Confirmation - $35 ($50 will include Summer Retreat 

and program)

• Middle School (6th-8th) - $45 (includes summer Retreat and 

program)

• RICH High School - $35

• Confirmation - $45 (includes registration for RICH YM)

PreK – 5th Grade: Classes will be on Wednesdays from 6:00 

pm – 7:00 pm.

1st Communion Class: Classes will be on Wednesdays from 

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm.

6th – 8th Grade: Classes will be a summer school program and 

Retreat from June 19th – July 1st, 2022.

8th Grade (or Pre-Confirmation):  Classes will be once a 

month on a Saturday from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm. Next Class 

will be Oct 26th. All young adults from 8th grade and up must 

complete one year of pre-confirmation formation before signing 

up for Confirmation classes.

High School RICH Youth Ministry: Classes for October will be 

on Oct. 10th & 24th from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm. Classes will be 

held every other Sunday at St. Ferdinand in Blanco. (see Youth 

Ministry Bulletin Information)

RCIA Classes: The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults and 

Adapted for Children is offered at Good Shepherd. Please 

schedule an appointment with Margie Vasquez to discuss the 

process and class times. Classes are offered in Spanish or 

English.

2021 Confirmation Classes

The Celebration of Confirmation will be held this year on 

November 13, 2021 at 5:00 pm in Blanco at St. Ferdinand 

Catholic Church.

2022 Confirmation Classes: Classes will begin in January of 

2022. Students must be enrolled in RICH Youth Ministry 

Classes. Students must have completed 1 year of pre-

confirmation or 8th grade classes. Students must be at least 14 

years of age at time class starts. We will be using the Call to 

Mercy Online Program by St. Mary’s Press. There will be a 

Confirmation Retreat offered in the summer of 2022. 

If you would like to register your child for Religious Education 

please contact Margie Vasquez at margie@stferdinandblanco.org

or the parish office at (830) 833-5227.

Volunteers/Catechist: If anyone is interested in helping in our 

RE program or would like to make donations of supplies for 

the classroom, please contact Margie Vasquez or call the 

parish office during regular business hours. Remember, to 

volunteer you must be EIM compliant. Pease refer to the 

bulletin or the Diocese Website for upcoming EIM workshops 

in our area.

Religious Education

St. Ferdinand

Director of Religious Education – Susan Moore

susan@stferdinandblanco.org or 830-833-0444

"Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the 

Easter people and hallelujah is our song." 

Pope John Paul II

Friday, November 12th 7:00 pm– Rehearsal for Rite of 

Confirmation

Saturday, November 13th - Rite of Confirmation   

Wednesday, November 24th & Sunday, November 28th –

Holidays Thanksgiving

All Saints Bake Sale 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 7th & 8th grade 

Bake Sale to benefit Afghan refugees on Sunday, October 

31st.  A check for $200 is being sent to Catholic Charities of 

Central Texas to help provide free legal support to refugees 

from Afghanistan so that they can enter and remain in the 

U.S.  Congratulations to the students for the affect you will 

have on another person’s life through your efforts, and a 

special thanks to their parents for their support   Please also 

keep the recipients of your efforts in your prayers.

Blanco Tots Need Toys Angel Tree

Religious Education classes will be participating 

in the Blanco Tots Need Toys Christmas gift program along 

with several area churches during the month of November.  

A tree with gift request ornaments will be available before 

and after masses on the 14th, 20th & 21st of November.  All 

parishioners are invited to select an angel ornament with an 

age and a wish list for an individual boy or girl.

Gifts will be collected before mass on 

November 27th and 28th, or gifts may be 

delivered to the church office by Wednesday, 

December 1st.

If you miss the deadline for Tots Need Toys 

applications at Blanco Elementary, please contact 

Susan in the RE Office at 833-0444.

FINDING JOY - SAN MARCOS DEANERY CATECHIST RETREAT,

inspired by the book Living Joy by Chris Stefanick, 

will be held at St Ferdinand on Saturday, March 5, 

2022. The retreat is designed with catechists in 

mind. Anyone is welcome to attend. Bring your 

spouses and friends. We hope to see everyone there!

Parishes in the deanery include:

Santa Cruz in Buda

St Anthony Marie de Claret in Kyle

St John the Evangelist in San Marcos

St Mary in Wimberley

Good Shepherd in Johnson City

St Martin de Porres in Dripping Springs

St Ferdinand in Blanco

The day will begin with mass celebrated by Father Brion, 

followed by breakfast, a keynote presentation, workshops, 

and vendor exhibits.  Sessions will be available in English 

and Spanish.  Lunch will be provided.  
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High School Religious Education: Summer 2018

RICH Classes for October are on October 10th and 24th

Class will be from 5:50 pm – 7:30 pm

Registration Cost:

RICH Youth Ministry (High School) - $35

Confirmation - $45 (includes registration for RICH YM)

High School RICH Youth Ministry: Classes will be held on every other Sunday in the St. Ferdinand

Parish Hall. All classes will include a meal from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm. RICH (Resting in Christ Hands)

Youth Ministry utilizes the Life Teen Program – High School Classes are combined with Blanco and Johnson 

City students.

Life Teen is an environment in which high school youth can come into a deeper relationship with God through spiritual, 

educational, emotional, and social experiences. Our Youth Ministry follows the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB) guidelines for comprehensive youth ministry programs.

Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry: There will be a Summer School program from June 19th – July 1st, 2022. There will be 

scheduled events for middle school throughout the school year – check bulletin for upcoming events.

Blanco and Johnson City middle school students participate in EDGE Youth Ministry, EDGE is part of the LIFE TEEN Middle 

School youth ministry. We focus on Leadership, Prayer, Service and Unity.

2021 Confirmation Classes:

The Celebration of Confirmation will be held this year on November 13, 2021 at 5:00 pm

in Blanco at St. Ferdinand Catholic Church.

2022 Confirmation Classes: Classes will begin in January of 2022. Students must be enrolled in RICH Youth Ministry 

Classes. Students must have completed 1 year of pre-confirmation or 8th grade classes. Students must be at least 14 years of 

age at the time class starts. We will be using the Call to Mercy Online Program by St. Mary’s Press. There will be a 

Confirmation Retreat offered in the summer of 2022. 

All Blessings come to us through our Lord. He will teach us, for in beholding His life we find that He is the best 

example. - Saint Teresa of Avila

If you would like to register your Student or need any information for any of the Youth Ministry events, classes or Confirmation, 

please contact Margie Vasquez at margie@stferdinandblanco.org, MaryJane@stferdinandblanco.org, or the parish office at (830) 

833-5227.

Youth Ministry Volunteers/Catechist: If anyone is interested in helping in our program donating supplies or to 

provide Meals for the RICH YM nights, please contact the parish office during regular business hours or email 

margie@stferdinandblanco.org. Remember, to volunteer you must be EIM compliant. Pease refer to the bulletin or the Diocese 

Website for upcoming EIM workshops in our area. 
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Member

FDIC

P l e a s e s u p p o r t O u r s p o n s o r s

Open Everyday

Dine in, Catering &  

Dance Hall for  Private 

Events

318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

BLANCO BANKING CENTER

401 Main
P.O. Box 1329
Blanco, TX 78606

(830) 833-0240
Cell: (830) 688-3686
Fax: (830) 833-0242

STORMY PRUITT MELISSA SEYMOUR

Regional President Operations Officer

stormyp@myhnb.com melissas@myhnb.com

NMLS #730040

Thank you for

25 years of business!

Call Us Now: 830-833-2558

[830] 302-9878

"On this Veterans Day, let us remember the service of our 

veterans, and let us renew our national promise to fulfill 

our sacred obligations to our veterans and their families 

who have sacrificed so much so that we can live free.“
Dan Lipinski
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