
SAINT FERDINAND & GOOD SHEPHERD

PARISH BULLETIN | July 23, Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

WEEKEND MASSES:

St. Ferdinand

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.

Last weekend of each month:

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. (Bilingual Mass)

Good Shepherd

Sunday: 9 a.m.

For a Complete weekday

Mass Schedule and Mass Intentions,

please see the next page

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):

St. Ferdinand

Saturday: 4 p.m.

Good Shepherd

Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

(or by appointment)

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday through Friday

1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

WEBSITES:

W W W.STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG 

W W W.GOODSHEPHERDJCTX.ORG

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:

25 MAIN STREET

BLANCO, TEXAS  78606

MAILING ADDRESS:

P.O. BOX 757

BLANCO, TEXAS 78606

PHONE NUMBERS:

OFFICE PHONE: (830) 833-5227

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (830) 833-0444

GENERAL INFORMATION:

ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

BULLETIN INQUIRIES:

ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N

Saint Mary’s  Help of Christians Cemetery

Catholic Churches

Pastor

Rev. Fr. Brion Zarsky

frbrion@stferdinandblanco.org 

Deacon Jessie Esquivel

dcn.jessie.esquivel@gmail.com

Cathy Cudd, Parish Secretary

cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand--DRE – Susan Moore 830-833-0444 

susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Office hours/Horarios de Oficina: 

Wednesdays/Miercoles 12:00-6:00 p.m.

Good Shepherd--Margie Vasquez 830-833-5227

Coordinator of RE & Youth Minister

margie@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand Pastoral Council:

Marilyn Bowman

Mary Jane Hill

Christopher Rothlis

Maria Villegas

Darrel Wagner

St. Ferdinand Finance Council:

Nancy Biggs

Lisa Nance

Pete Powell

Dana Wagner
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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s  & G u e s t s

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our parish or 

joining the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office. For information concerning reception of Baptism, First 

Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick, contact the Church office. Parent interviews 

for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest 

at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can be brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need, please 

call the office. Church Office: 830-833-5227.

Saturday, July 22nd (SF)  5:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Fr. Tom Hanus

Saturday, July 22nd (SF)  7:00 p.m.

Repose of the Souls of Maria and Jose Serrano by Vicky Gonzalez

Sunday, July 23rd (GS)  9:00 a.m.

Repose of the Soul of Dorothy Lowden by Patti Marx

Sunday, July 23rd (SF) 11:00 a.m.

Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Tuesday, July 25th (SF)  9:00 a.m.

Repose of the Soul of John Zarsky

Wednesday, July 26th (SF)  9:00 a.m.

St. Anne’s Altar Society

Thursday, July 27th (SF)  9:00 a.m.

Abundant Rain

Thursday, July 27th (GS)  6:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Dorothy Lowden by Patti Marx

Friday, July 28th (SF)  9:00 a.m. 

Health of Sandra Rodriguez by Dora Alegria

Saturday, July 29th (SF)  5:00 p.m.

Abundant Rain by John L. and Linda Dechert

Saturday, July 29th (SF)  7:00 p.m.

Souls in Purgatory

Sunday, July 30th (GS)  9:00 a.m.

Repose of the Soul of Fr. Tom Hanus

Sunday, July 30th (SF) 11:00 a.m.

Repose of the Soul of John Zarsky by Lloyd Smaystrla

Masses for July 22, 2023 – July 30, 2023 Please continue to pray for comfort and healing for the sick 

in our parish community. In addition, please ask the Lord 

for wisdom for their doctors and nurses, rest for their 

caregivers, and peace and strength for their family and 

friends.

                   We are proud of all those in our parish 

                   who are serving and protecting our

country. Thank you and God bless all of you.

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special 

way,  please email: admin@stferdinandblanco.org. Unless 

you are an immediate family member, please obtain per-

mission from the person whose name is being placed on 

the list prior to submission.

Maggie Atkinson

Chris Berryhill

Gene Beyer

Gaelynn Brown

Lucia Carbary

Jack Cudd

Julia Dechert

Gunner Deeds

Roselle Fischler

John Frazier

Guadalupe Rios Galvan

Pete Garcia

Jim Gronke

Joe Hancock

Myles Harris

Pete Hartley

Tim Ivy

Charles Jennings

Randall Jones

Jeanette Lavelle

Jane Martin

Segunda Martinez 

Elsie Meurer

Tim Nance

Coleman Nelson

Devin Newsome

Ruth Nieto

Tim Polster

Charles Reinert

Sid Reinert

Brenda Robinette

Buddy Roessler

Lupe Ruvalcaba

Sandra Rodriguez

Josie Salazar

Josh Strodtbeck

Antonio Tapia

Olivia Tapia

Barbara Turley

Jacob Umanzor

Kippi Versluis

Pedro Villegas

Tana Wheeler

Daniel Zamora

Polo Zamora

Susie Zamora
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Parish Organizations & Meeting Times

St. Ferdinand:

Regular Collection

Building Fund

Black Bag

Good Shepherd:

Regular Collection

Building Fund

Black Bag

$5,817.74

$33.00

$484.85

$846.00

$60.00

$95.00

Weekend of July 16

Thank you for your generosity!

There  i s  no  Second  Co l l ec t i on  f o r  

t oday .

Altar Server Training, St. Ferdinand

Meets every Sunday of the month at St. Ferdinand at

8:30 a.m. (following school schedule)

Good Shepherd Contemplative Prayer

Every 2nd Tuesday of the month for April through October 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Church, Contact: Katie Shafford at 
512 925-4472 .

Mass Preparation
July 30th, Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading:  1 Kings 3:5,7-12
Solomon pleases God when he asks for a wise and 
understanding heart to better govern the people.

Psalm: 119:57,72,76-77,127-130
The law of the Lord is more precious than silver and gold.

Second Reading: Romans 8:28-30
God chose us to be conformed to the image of his Son.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:44-52
Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of Heaven.

If you know of someone who is unable to get to Mass but 

would like to receive Communion, call the parish office at 

830-833-5227. We will contact an Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion who will bring Communion to the 

parishioner’s home.

Calendar of Events
St. Ferdinand

July 29 – No 7pm Mass

July 30 – Bilingual Mass

Good Shepherd Men’s Club

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in 
the parish hall. Contact: Gary Reeves, 281-387-9547.

St. Ferdinand Men’s Club

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir

Meets Wednesday nights at 4:00 p.m. Call 830-833-3210 
for more information.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

If you are interested in RCIA, please contact the parish 
office at 830-833-5227.

St. Anne’s Altar Society

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month following the 
9:00 a.m. Mass in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall. Next 
meeting will be September 6th.

Good Shepherd Women’s Bible Study

Meets every Thursday at 4:30 p.m. If you’re interested in 
joining, please contact Jan Harry at 936-293-0064 or 
edharry1946@gmail.com.

Estudio Biblico

Todos los martes de 6-8:30pm en el RICH house (trailer

Juvenil) de la iglesia de San Fernando. llama al 512-563-

3146 para mas informacion.

Good Shepherd Women’s Circle

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Education Center. Contact: Cindy Wiggins, 830-290-
3033. 



hundred years later, said that the “children of the evil one” were 

indeed sinners. These, Chrysostom said, would be “given over to 

punishment,” and a “severe” punishment at that. Meanwhile, 

the righteous would “depart into the kingdom of heaven” (On 

Matthew, Homily 47).

     You may favor Origen’s view or Chrysostom’s, but both men 

make one thing clear: sin is serious. It burdens us. It darkens 

our minds and poisons our hearts. It keeps us from loving each 

other and receiving God’s love. But they both also taught that 

Jesus offers us the only way to escape its grasp: his cross and 

resurrection.

     Jesus ended his parable with a warning: “Whoever has ears 

ought to hear” (Matthew 13:43). Let’s do just that. Let’s take his 

words to heart. Let’s believe that his grace is powerful enough to 

save us from sin. Let’s trust that he can make us “shine like the 

sun” (13:43).

Does Jesus’ explanation of today’s parable make you 

uncomfortable? Especially his image of God sending his angels 

to toss the “children of the evil one” into a “fiery furnace” 

(Matthew 13:38, 42)? If a loving human father would never 

treat his children that way, how could God, our heavenly 

Father, do such a thing?

     If you find this story troubling, it might help to know you’re 

in good company. Even the ancient Fathers of the Church 

were divided on how to interpret it. In the third century, 

Origen of Alexandria taught that these “children of the evil 

one” were not individual people (Matthew 13:38). Rather, they 

were the “evil opinions” that the devil sows in our souls 

(Commentary on Matthew, 10.2). He said that God wants to 

burn these sinful thoughts and attitudes out of all people so 

that they can enter eternal life.

      On the other hand, St. John Chrysostom, writing about a 

“Jesus, give me ears to hear you as you call me out of sin and into your kingdom.”

Whoever has ears ought to hear. (Matthew 13:43)

pecadores. Estos, dijo Crisóstomo, serían "entregados al 

castigo", y un castigo "severo" por eso. Mientras tanto, los justos 

"partirían al reino de los cielos" (Sobre Mateo, Homilía 47).

Usted puede favorecer el punto de vista de Orígenes o el de 

Crisóstomo, pero ambos hombres dejan una cosa clara: el 

pecado es grave. Nos agobia. Oscurece nuestras mentes y 

envenena nuestros corazones. Nos impide amarnos unos a otros 

y recibir el amor de Dios. Pero ambos también enseñaron que 

Jesús nos ofrece la única manera de escapar de su alcance: su 

cruz y resurrección.

Jesús terminó su parábola con una advertencia: “El que 

tiene oídos, que oiga” (Mateo 13:43). Hagamos precisamente 

eso. Tomemos en serio sus palabras. Creamos que su gracia es 

lo suficientemente poderosa como para salvarnos del pecado. 

Confiemos en que él puede hacernos "brillar como el sol" 

(13:43).

¿La explicación de Jesús de la parábola de hoy te hace 

sentir incómodo? ¿Especialmente su imagen de Dios enviando 

a sus ángeles para arrojar a los "hijos del maligno" a un 

"horno ardiente" (Mateo 13:38, 42)? Si un padre humano 

amoroso nunca trataría a sus hijos de esa manera, ¿cómo 

podría Dios, nuestro Padre celestial, hacer tal cosa?

Si encuentras esta historia alarmante, podría ser útil saber 

que estás en buena compañía. Incluso los antiguos Padres de 

la Iglesia estaban divididos sobre cómo interpretarla. En el 

siglo III, En los Orígenes de Alejandría, aprendemos que estos 

"hijos del maligno" no eran personas individuales (Mateo 

13:38). Más bien, eran las "malas opiniones" que el diablo 

siembra en nuestras almas (Comentario sobre Mateo, 10.2). 

Dijo que Dios quiere quemar estos pensamientos y actitudes 

pecaminosas de todas las personas para que puedan entrar 

en la vida eterna.

Por otro lado, San Juan Crisóstomo, escribiendo unos cien 

años después, dijo que los "hijos del maligno" eran realmente

“Jesús, dame oídos para oírte mientras me llamas del pecado a tu reino.”

Quien tiene oídos, que oiga. (Mateo 13:43)

Time to renew our FORMED subscription

FORMED has been called a “Catholic Netflix,” and offers inspiring movies and video-based studies, audio talks, and e-books 

from the Church's most compelling speakers and authors, in English and in Spanish. Speakers like Vinny Flynn, Peter Kreeft, 

Fr Mike Schmitz, Mike Aquilina, Dr Brant Pitre and Dr Scott Hahn.  A variety of programs on FORMED are featured

in the bulletin and on our parish website.

St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd have subscribed to FORMED for the past couple of years so that each of us might grow in our 

relationship with Jesus Christ and in our desire and ability to share that faith with others, 

especially those closest to us. Our current parish-wide subscription will expire on August 7th. 

The cost to renew the subscription is $899. A parish-wide subscription can be shared with 

anyone within our parish boundaries, including our neighbors and guests from other faiths.

If you would be willing to make a donation toward the cost of a parish-wide subscription available to all residents within both 

the St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd parish boundaries, please contact the parish office at 830-833-5227.



Together in Holiness Conference Series

     Married and engaged couples are invited to the second 

Together in Holiness marriage conference on August 5, 2023 

from 10:45 am - 6:00 pm at St. Albert the Great Catholic 

Church. This one-day conference will help you strengthen 

your relationship with your spouse and discover God’s plan 

for your family.

     Registration: $64/couple and $5/child for on-site 

childcare. An Early Bird discount is available through June 

19 as well as scholarships upon request. 

     This conference is presented by the St. John Paul II 

Foundation and St. Albert the Great Catholic Church. For 

more info, visit togetherinholiness.org or email 

cameron@forlifeandfamily.org.

The Gala is back!

We are bringing back our Annual Gala 

Fundraiser on Saturday, August 05, 2023.  

This year’s gala is Get Down Gala with a 

1970’s theme. Our Gala Celebration is our 

biggest single money raising event of the year, which assists 

in the renovation of our beloved church facilities. Our 

celebration will include an Old 300 fabulous prime rib 

dinner with wine and beer as well as a Live Auction and 

Raffle items.

                                       Tickets are $150 for two adult 

                                       meals with wine and beer included. 

                                       Plus you are eligible for seven cash 

                                       prizes of various amounts. We are 

                                       only selling 147 tickets so get yours 

early. They are available in the office during business hours 

or in the church following all Masses. 

     Please feel free to contact Debra DuPont, Gala Chair, at 

409.790.8317 if you have any questions.

Have you seen him whom my heart loves? (Song of Songs 3:3)

     Talk about head over heels! In Song of Songs 3:3 the woman searched for her beloved through the city streets and 

squares. She wouldn’t be satisfied until she found him—she even interrogated the watchmen for any information they 

might have!

     What an appropriate reading for today’s feast of St. Mary Magdalene! It echoes Mary’s search for Jesus in today’s 

Gospel. Seeing the empty tomb, she was desperate to find out what happened to “him whom my heart loves” (Song of 

Songs 3:3). Jesus wasn’t just a teacher or rabbi to her. He was the One who had delivered her from seven demons (Mark 

16:9), taught her a new way to live, and welcomed her as a disciple. Mary loved him deeply. She couldn’t bear to be 

without him.

     Do we seek Jesus with Mary’s intensity? The honest answer is probably not, at least not all the time. Yes, we love the 

Lord. But sometimes we get distracted by our busy schedules or worries, and the next thing you know, we’ve “lost” 

Jesus. We might not even think to look for him.

     You can keep the flame of love burning by imitating Mary Magdalene. Yes, Jesus is the Savior of the world, but he is 

also your own personal Savior, the One who brought you from death to life and who has healed and blessed you in so 

many specific ways. Let your heart dwell on these grace-filled experiences so that you can see the love and mercy he has 

always had for you.

     As you come to recognize the depth of Jesus’ mercy for you, your heart will be changed. Of course, you’ll respond with gratitude. But you’ll 

also experience a passionate loyalty and love for him—something that helps you notice that you’ve drifted from him and drives you to seek him 

again.

     So follow Mary Magdalene’s lead. Thank the Lord for all he has done in your life, and let the memory of his mercy fill you with love for him.

“Jesus, you are the One whom my heart loves. Let me find you today!”

Attention: Married Couples

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience 

is a weekend opportunity to focus on your 

marriage, improve your communication, 

deepen your intimacy, and spend quality time 

together, free of distractions. Every marriage 

deserves such tender, loving care – in a 

private setting where you share only with each other. Come 

and experience the beauty of your sacrament in a whole new 

way! Sign up today to attend the upcoming WWME 

Experience on September 8-10, 2023 at the Wingate hotel in 

Round Rock. Early registration is highly recommended. For 

more dates, information and to apply go to austinme.org or 

contact wwmeaustin@gmail.com or call 512-677-WWME 

(9963).



Good Shepherd
J o h nson C it y

PreK – 5th Grade:  Classes have ended for this school year; we will 

resume classes in Sept. 

6th – 8th Grade:  Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry:  Middle School 

classes are held in the summer for middle school. Curriculum includes 

Call to Protect for the Youth, RE Curriculum, Morality, Sacrament 

teachings, Praise and Worship, Bible Study, Fun and Games.

8th Grade (or Pre-Confirmation):  Classes are held once a month on 

the second Sunday of each month. Please call the parish office to register 

or get more information.

High School RICH Youth Ministry: Classes have ended for this school 

year; we will resume classes in Sept. 

RCIA Classes: The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults and Adapted for 

Children is offered at Good Shepherd. Please schedule an appointment 

with Margie Vasquez to discuss the process and class times. Classes are 

offered in Spanish or English.

2022-2023 Confirmation Classes: Classes have started, we 

will be doing some classes in person and some online 

through St. Mary’s Press. Students must be enrolled in RICH 

Youth Ministry Classes. Students must have completed 1 year of 

pre-confirmation or 8th grade classes. Students must be at least 

14 years of age at time class starts. 

Confirmation Retreat Aug. 13th, 2023

at Good Shepherd Catholic Church

If you would like to register your child for Religious Education, 

please contact Margie Vasquez at Margie@stferdinandblanco.org 

or the parish office at (830) 833-5227.

Volunteers/Catechist/Helpers: If anyone is interested in helping in our 

RE program or would like to make donations of supplies for the 

classroom – Please contact Margie Vasquez or call the parish office 

during regular business hours. Remember to volunteer you must be EIM 

compliant. Pease refer to the bulletin or the Diocese Website for 

upcoming EIM workshops in our area

.

St. Ferdinand
B l a n c o

Director of Religious Education

Susan Moore

susan@stferdinandblanco.org 

or 830-833-0444 (T-W)

Calendar:

Saturday, September 16th 5:00 Mass, Rite of Confirmation

Sunday, September 17th and Wednesday, September 20th – 

         Faith Formation classes begin.

                 Jerusalem Marketplace Vacation Bible School!

                     A huge THANK YOU to our Tribe and Activity Leaders, 

                     adult volunteers, BIGS, and donors, whose generosity, 

                     cheerful spirits, and hard work made Jerusalem 

                     Marketplace VBS possible!  The children had a 

                     wonderful week of faith filled fun.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Adapted for Children

         Do you have children over the age of seven who have not yet 

      received the sacrament of Baptism?  The Catholic Church 

welcomes you!  We look forward to helping your family walk through 

the process called the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

(commonly known by its acronym RCIA) Adapted for Children, the 

process used for the preparation of older children for the sacrament of 

Baptism.

     RCIA Adapted for Children Family Camps are currently forming. 

These are camps attended by children and at least one parent, to talk 

about what the Catholic church believes and how Catholics live out 

their faith.  Parents participate in activities with their children. 

Parents’ permission is required for children to participate in and 

receive any of the sacraments.

     Anyone is welcome to attend our ongoing classes.  For more 

information please contact the Director of Religious Education, at 

susan@stferdinandblanco.org or at 830-833-0444.

When the Word says This is My Body, be convinced of it and 

believe it.   St John Chrysostom

mailto:susan@stferdinandblanco.org


                           High School RICH Youth Ministry: Classes have ended for this school year; we will resume classes in 

                            Sept. RICH (Resting in Christ Hands) Youth Ministry utilizes the Life Teen Program – as well as

                            Diocesan approved curriculum. Curriculum includes Call to Protect the Youth, Morality, Sacramental

                            Prep, Liturgical Celebrations, Theology of the Body, Bible Study, Praise and Worship as well 

                           as lots of Fun/Games. High School Classes are combined with Blanco and Johnson City students. We meet 

at the St. Ferdinand Youth Building (Trailer). Life Teen is an environment in which high school youth can come into a deeper 

relationship with God through spiritual, educational, emotional, and social experiences. Our Youth Ministry follows the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) guidelines for comprehensive youth ministry programs.

  

Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry:  Middle School classes are held in the summer for middle school. Curriculum 

includes Call to Protect for Youth, Morality, Sacrament teachings, Praise and Worship, Bible Study, Fun & Games.  Blanco 

and Johnson City middle school students participate in EDGE Youth Ministry, EDGE is part of the LIFE TEEN Middle School 

youth ministry. We focus on Leadership, Prayer, Service and Unity. 

                2022-2023 Confirmation Classes: Classes have started, we will be doing some classes in person and some 

                online through St. Mary’s Press. Students must be enrolled in RICH Youth Ministry Classes. Students must have 

completed 1 year of pre-confirmation or 8th grade classes prior to enrolling. Students must be at least 14 years of age at time 

class starts. 

Confirmation Retreat Aug. 13th, 2023 – at Good Shepherd Catholic Church

If you need any information for any of the Youth Ministry events, classes or Confirmation - Please contact 

Margie Vasquez at Margie@stferdinandblanco.org, Mary Jane Hill at MaryJane@stferdinandblanco.org or the parish office at 

(830) 833-5227.

Youth Ministry Volunteers/Catechist/Helpers: If anyone is interested in helping in our program donating supplies or 

to provide Meals for the RICH YM nights – Please contact the parish office during regular business hours or email 

Margie@stferdinandblanco.org. Remember to volunteer you must be EIM compliant. Pease refer to the bulletin or the Diocese 

Website for upcoming EIM workshops in our area.

mailto:Margie@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:MaryJane@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:margie@stferdinandblanco.org


P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  O u r  s p o n s o r s

Cedarbrake Retreats

Angels Among Us will be offered September 14 at 

Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Temple. In 

our Creed, we pray, "I believe...all things visible 

and invisible." We are taught in the catechism of 

“the existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal 

beings” yet do we pay attention to these beings? Spend this retreat day from 9 

am to 2:30 pm to learn more about the angels among us and their presence 

in our lives. The retreat will be led by Mary Pomeroy, spiritual director, and 

retreat leader. The cost is $45. For more information or to register visit 

austindiocese.org/cedarbrake or call (254) 780-2436.

Kim & Ryan Bayless

P: 512.810.0010
Kim.bayless@sothebysrealty.com

Kimbayless.kuperrealty.com

Ryanbayless.kuperrealty.com
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