
SAINT FERDINAND& GOOD SHEPHERD

PARISH BULLETIN |  January 28, 2024, Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time

WEEKEND MASSES:

St. Ferdinand

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.

Last weekend of each month:

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. (Bilingual Mass)

Good Shepherd

Sunday: 9 a.m.

For a Complete weekday

Mass Schedule and Mass Intentions,

please see the next page

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):

St. Ferdinand

Saturday: 4 p.m.

Good Shepherd

Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

(or by appointment)

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday through Friday

1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

WEBSITES:

W W W.STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG 

W W W.GOODSHEPHERDJCTX.ORG

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:

25 MAIN STREET

BLANCO, TEXAS  78606

MAILING ADDRESS:

P.O. BOX 757

BLANCO, TEXAS 78606

PHONE NUMBERS:

OFFICE PHONE: (830) 833-5227

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (830) 833-0444

GENERAL INFORMATION:

ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

BULLETIN INQUIRIES:

ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N

Saint Mary’s  Help of Christians Cemetery

Catholic Churches

Pastor

Rev. Fr. Brion Zarsky

frbrion@stferdinandblanco.org 

Deacon Jessie Esquivel

dcn.jessie.esquivel@gmail.com

Cathy Cudd, Parish Secretary

cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Dora Alegria, Receptionist

dora@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand--DRE – Susan Moore 830-833-0444 

susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Office hours/Horarios de Oficina: 

Wednesdays/Miercoles 12:00-6:00 p.m.

Good Shepherd--Margie Vasquez 830-833-5227

Coordinator of RE & Youth Minister

margie@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand Pastoral Council:

Marilyn Bowman

Mary Jane Hill

Christopher Rothlis

Maria Villegas

Darrel Wagner

St. Ferdinand Finance Council:

Nancy Biggs

Lisa Nance

Pete Powell

Dana Wagner
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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s & G u e s t s

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our parish or

joining the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office. For information concerning reception of Baptism, First

Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick, contact the Church office. Parent interviews

for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest

at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can be brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need, please

call the office. Church Office: 830-833-5227.

Saturday, January 27th (SF)  5:00 p.m.

Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Saturday, January 27th (SF)  7:00 p.m.

No 7pm Mass

Sunday, January 28th (GS)  9:00 a.m.

Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Sunday, January 28th (SF) 11:00 a.m.

Health of Peggy Duran by St. Anne’s Altar Society

Tuesday, January 30th (SF)  9:00 a.m.

Spiritual Well Being of Jurgin Joseph and Regino Alexander 

Hutzler by Melvin Hutzler

Wednesday, January 31st (SF)  9:00 a.m.

Repose of the Souls of John and Wilma Ulcak

Thursday, February 1st (SF)  9:00 a.m.

Souls in Purgatory

Thursday, February 1st (GS)  6:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Tommy Tobolka by Vern and Sherry Metzger

Friday, February 2nd (SF)  9:00 a.m. 

Repose of the Soul of Frank Richard Kelly by Bill and Carol 

Spurgin

Saturday, February 3rd (SF)  5:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Kathleen Willett by Tim and Frances Willett

Saturday, February 3rd (SF)  7:00 p.m.

Repose of the Soul of Albino Pescador by Elizabeth Lopez

Sunday, February 4th (GS)  9:00 a.m.

Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Sunday, February 4th (SF) 11:00 a.m.

Repose of the Soul of Jose Antonio Gonzalez and Margarita 

Monrroy by Vicky Gonzalez

Masses for January 27, 2024 – February 4, 2024
Please continue to pray for comfort and healing for the sick 

in our parish community. In addition, please ask the Lord 

for wisdom for their doctors and nurses, rest for their 

caregivers, and peace and strength for their family and 

friends.

                   We are proud of all those in our parish 

                   who are serving and protecting our

country. Thank you and God bless all of you.

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special 

way,  please email: admin@stferdinandblanco.org. Unless 

you are an immediate family member, please obtain per-

mission from the person whose name is being placed on 

the list prior to submission.

Maggie Atkinson

Chris Berryhill

Gene Beyer

Gaelynn Brown

Lucia Carbary

Jack Cudd

Julia Dechert

Gunner Deeds

Roselle Fischler

John Frazier

Guadalupe Rios Galvan

Pete Garcia

Jim Gronke

Joe Hancock

Vernon Hancock

Myles Harris

Pete Hartley

Kristina Yochum Hurst

Tim Ivy

Charles Jennings

Randall Jones

Jeanette Lavelle

Homer Lowden

Jane Martin

Segunda Martinez 

Keith McClellan

Elsie Meurer

Tim Nance

Coleman Nelson

Devin Newsome

Ruth Nieto

Tim Polster

Charles Reinert

Sid Reinert

Brenda Robinette

Buddy Roessler

Lupe Ruvalcaba

Sandra Rodriguez

Josie Salazar

Josh Strodtbeck

Antonio Tapia

Olivia Tapia

Barbara Turley

Jacob Umanzor

Kippi Versluis

Pedro Villegas

Daniel Zamora

Polo Zamora

Susie Zamora
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Parish Organizations & Meeting Times

St. Ferdinand:

Regular Collection

Building Fund

Good Shepherd:

Regular Collection

$4,259.50

$2,112.00

$575.00

Weekend of January 21

Thank you for your generosity!

There  i s  no  Second  Co l l ec t i on  

today .

Altar Server Training, St. Ferdinand

Meets the last Sunday of the month at St. Ferdinand at

8:30 a.m. (following school schedule)

Good Shepherd Contemplative Prayer

Every 2nd Tuesday of the month for April through October 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Church, Contact: Katie Shafford at 
512 925-4472 .

Mass Preparation
February 4, Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time

First Reading:  Job 7:1-4,6-7
Job laments his sufferings and his life.

Psalm:  147:1-6

A song of praise for the Lord’s goodness to the lowly.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23
Paul explains the conditions under which he preaches the 
gospel and the reasons why he will not accept financial help 
from the Corinthians.

Gospel Reading:  Mark 1:29-39
Jesus cures Simon’s mother-in-law and many others as 
well.

Calendar of Events
St. Ferdinand

January 27 – No 7pm Mass

January 28 – Bilingual Mass

February 2 – Adoration

February 10 – St. Anne’s Altar Society Tea Party

February 14 – Ash Wednesday:

                       7am Distribution of Ashes

                       9am Mass & Distribution of Ashes

                       6pm Distribution of Ashes

February 16 – Stations of the Cross, Men’s Club, 7:00 pm

February 20 – No 9am Mass

February 21-24 – Photos for 2024 Parish Directory

February 23 – Stations of the Cross, St. Anne’s Alar Society

                       7:00 pm

February 23 – Men’s Club Fish Fry, 5:00-7:00 pm

February 24 – No 7pm Mass

February 25 – Bilingual Mass

February 27-March 1 – No 9am Masses

Calendar of Events
Good Shepherd

February 10 – St. Anne’s Altar Society Tea Party at SF

February 14 – Ash Wednesday, 12 noon Mass and

                      Distribution of Ashes

February 21-24 – Photos for 2024 Parish Directory

February 29 – No 6pm Mass

Good Shepherd Men’s Club

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in 
the parish hall. Contact: Gary Reeves, 281-387-9547.

St. Ferdinand Men’s Club

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir

Meets Wednesday nights at 4:00 p.m. Call 713-562-0228
for more information.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

If you are interested in RCIA, please contact the parish 
office at 830-833-5227.

St. Anne’s Altar Society

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month following the 
9:00 a.m. Mass in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall. Next 
meeting will be on February 7th.

Good Shepherd Women’s Bible Study

Meets every Thursday at 4:30 p.m. If you’re interested in 
joining, please contact Jan Harry at 936-293-0064 or 
edharry1946@gmail.com.

Estudio Biblico

Todos los martes de 6-8:30pm en el RICH house (trailer

Juvenil) de la iglesia de San Fernando. llama al 512-563-

3146 para mas informacion.

Good Shepherd Women’s Circle

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Education Center. Contact: Cindy Wiggins, 830-290-
3033. 



But now, through Jesus, the living “Word” of God, everything 

has changed. By destroying sin and death, he has opened the 

pathway for us sinners to come before the all-holy God. Now, 

every single person can know God personally. Every single 

person can hear his voice—in Scripture, through the Church, 

and most important, in the depths of their hearts.

     You don’t ever have to be afraid of coming into God’s 

presence! In fact, he is already present in you! Through his 

Spirit, he is urging you to call out to him, “Abba, Father!” 

(Romans 8:15). He is waiting to receive you with open arms, to 

wash you clean in his mercy, and to fill your heart with his joy 

and consolation.

     Your heavenly Father has a message that he wants to speak 

to you today—a message meant only for you. So quiet your heart, 

calm your fears, and listen.

Addressing the Israelites as they are about to enter the 

Promised Land, Moses recalls what happened when God was 

about to give them the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. 

God announced his presence with lightning, thunder, a 

deafening shofar blast, and menacing dark smoke (Exodus 

20:18-19). Terrified, the people backed away, saying, “Let us 

not again hear the voice of the Lord!” (Deuteronomy 18:16). 

They begged Moses to go and bring God’s word back to them!

     Now, knowing he was not going to be with them much 

longer, Moses promises that God will send them someone to 

take his place, “a prophet like me . . . to whom you shall 

listen” (Deuteronomy 18:15). What a relief! God promises they 

will never have to endure the trauma of hearing him directly.

     And so it was. In every generation, God raised up prophets 

for the people. Deborah, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah: these and 

others heard God directly and proclaimed what they heard.

“Here I am, Lord! I long to hear your voice today!”

Dirigiéndose a los israelitas cuando estaban a punto de entrar 

en la Tierra Prometida, Moisés recuerda lo que sucedió cuando Dios 

estaba a punto de darles los Diez Mandamientos en el Monte Sinaí. 

Dios anunció su presencia con relámpagos, truenos, un 

ensordecedor toque  del cuerno y un humo oscuro amenazante 

(Éxodo 20:18-19). Aterrorizados, el pueblo retrocedió, diciendo: «¡No 

volvamos a oír la voz del Señor!» (Deuteronomio 18:16). ¡Le rogaron 

a Moisés que fuera y les trajera la palabra de Dios!

Ahora, sabiendo que no iba a estar con ellos por mucho tiempo 

más, Moisés promete que Dios les enviará a alguien para que ocupe 

su lugar, "un profeta como yo [...] a quien escuches" (Deuteronomio 

18:15). ¡Qué alivio! Dios promete que nunca tendrán que soportar el 

trauma de escucharlo directamente.

Y así fue. En cada generación, Dios levantó profetas para el 

pueblo. Débora, Elías, Isaías, Jeremías: estos y otros escucharon a 

Dios directamente y proclamaron lo que oyeron.

“¡Aquí estoy, Señor! ¡Anhelo hoy escuchar tu voz!” 

Pero ahora, a través de Jesús, la "Palabra" viva de Dios, todo ha 

cambiado. Al destruir el pecado y la muerte, ha abierto el camino 

para que nosotros, pecadores, nos presentemos ante el Dios 

santísimo. Ahora, cada persona puede conocer a Dios 

personalmente. Cada persona puede escuchar su voz, en las 

Escrituras, a través de la Iglesia y, lo que es más importante, en lo 

más profundo de sus corazones.

¡     Nunca tienes que tener miedo de venir a la presencia de Dios! 

De hecho, ¡él ya está presente en ti! A través de su Espíritu, te está 

invitando  a que le clames: "¡Abba, Padre!" (Romanos 8:15). Él te 

espera para recibirte con los brazos abiertos, para limpiarte en su 

misericordia y para llenar tu corazón con su alegría y consuelo.

Tu Padre celestial tiene un mensaje que quiere hablarte hoy, un 

mensaje destinado solo para ti. Así que aquieta tu corazón, calma 

tus miedos y escucha.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

                              Friday, February 2, 2024

                 9:30 am to 6:00 pm, St. Ferdinand Chapel

There is nothing like the atmosphere of a quiet chapel or church or the splendor of the 

monstrance to help you understand the truth of what is happening in Adoration. We 

are truly before Jesus Christ, His Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. The more you sink into that silence in front of the Host, the more 

you’ll realize that the only response is awe and wonder at the greatness of our God.

You are invited Friday, February 2, to come and receive the graces promised from the source of ultimate love,Jesus Christ.

Let us not again hear the voice of the Lord. (Deuteronomy 18:16)

“No puedo seguir mas oyendo la voz del Señor” (Deuteronomio 18:16.)



The Presentation of the Lord, February 2
Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. (Luke 2:22)

     Imagine the generosity of spirit it took for Mary and Joseph to do what they did that day in the 

Temple. They loved their son, Jesus, and cherished him deeply. They experienced every parental 

attachment and instinct that all other parents feel. And yet they chose not to follow the Jewish 

custom of “redeeming” him and claiming him as their own (Numbers 18:15-16). Instead, they 

offered him back to the Lord.

     Joseph and Mary knew that Jesus had been conceived by the Holy Spirit. They knew that he 

belonged to the Lord more than he belonged to them. They even knew that he belonged to the world 

more than to them. And so, selflessly, they promised to share him with everyone.

     Look at the reading in the Gospel of Luke (2:22-40) as an example. When Simeon, a complete 

stranger, came up to them, Mary and Joseph let him take their child in his arms. They heard him 

say that, if they made good on their promise, Jesus’ life would be filled with conflict and that a 

“sword” would pierce Mary’s heart (Luke 2:34-35). But they didn’t shrink back. Raising him accord-

ing to the “wisdom” and “favor of God” (2:40), they continued to prepare him for his mission.

• Even after Joseph died, Mary kept offering her son to the Lord and his people.

• She freely gave him to Peter, John, and the other disciples as he began his ministry. She shared 

him with the crowds who constantly gathered around him, even when he said that they were 

now his family (Mark 3:35).

• At the cross, as a “sword” of grief did pierce her heart, Mary made her most painful offering yet. Joining in Jesus’ prayer, 

“Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34), she offered him not only to God but to the very people who had crucified him.

On the feast of the Presentation, imagine Mary and Joseph freely placing the child Jesus in your arms. Then marvel at their 

generosity—and the generosity of God!

“Thank you, Mary and Joseph, for sharing your son with me!”

St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

New Church Directory

It’s time for a new church directory. Our church 

directory would not be complete without you! Pictures 

will be taken February 21-24 at St. Ferdinand Parish 

Hall. Everyone who is photographed will receive a 

complimentary 8x10 portrait and a directory. Set 

your appointment today! See the flyer inserted in the 

bulletin. If you have any questions, please call the 

parish office at 830-833-5227.

Have you signed up yet? 

Don’t delay, sign up now!

St. Anne's Altar Society Tea Party!

     St. Anne's Altar Society cordially 

invites the ladies of St. Ferdinand 

and Good Shepherd to our tea 

party on Saturday, February 10th.

"A Cup of Love" tea party will begin 

at 10:00 am in the St. Ferdinand 

Parish Hall. This social and fund-

raising event will include a short 

reflection, tea (other drinks will be 

available), finger food, fellow-

ship, and opportunities for door 

prizes! Attendees are invited to 

bring a tea cup for the activity (tea 

cups will also be provided for use). 

St. Anne's Altar Society provides 

and cares for the Parish altar fur-

nishings and linens, in addition to 

serving other parish needs. Pro-

ceeds will support their mission. 

Tickets are $25. 

     Please contact Vicki Guidry at 

guidryvicki@gmail.com or call 

713-302-0860 to RSVP. Tickets are available for purchase this 

weekend at St. Ferdinand at the entrance of church.

Live the Liturgy

Inspiration for the week

Most of us are not trail blazers. Throughout history though, there have been many folks who tirelessly and persistently pursued 

the promptings of their hearts without giving any care to what others thought or trends dictated. Jesus is one of them. St. 

Teresa of Calcutta and St. Francis of Assisi are examples of others. The rest of us are people who take a more measured look at 

things, want to test the waters, and take our time choosing what path or person to follow. We need credible witnesses of faith. 

We need the Moses people in our lives to show us by word and deed who God is and what integrity and a purpose-driven life 

looks like. They are the pointers to truth, who even though they struggle themselves, seem to embody an unspoken timeless 

wisdom that just sounds and feels right. Jesus taught with this same type of authority and caught the attention of the greatest 

of skeptics. They were astonished. Even though we need our human prophets we can also be somewhat prophetic ourselves by 

putting integrity and conviction behind our embrace of the Gospel. Perhaps, much to our surprise, we all have the power to be a 

credible witness. Are you willing to give it a try?



Good Shepherd
J o h nson C it y

Religious Education Classes: 

PreK – 5th Grade:  Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the RE 

Building.  Class Jan 24th

6th – 8th Grade:  Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry:  Middle School 

classes are held in the summer for middle school. Curriculum includes 

Call to Protect for the Youth, RE Curriculum, Catholic Social Teachings, 

Morality, Sacrament teachings, Praise and Worship, Bible Study, Fun 

and Games. Classes have ended for this school year; we will resume 

classes in June 2024. 

8th Grade (or Pre-Confirmation):  Classes are held once a month on 

the second Sunday of each month from 10:00am to 11:30am. Please Call 

the parish office to register or get more information.

High School RICH Youth Ministry: Classes are held every other Sunday 

from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm at the St. Ferdinand/Good Shepherd Youth 

Building (Trailer). Curriculum includes Call to Protect for Youth, 

Morality, Sacramental Prep, Liturgical Celebrations, Theology of the 

Body, Bible Study, and Praise and Worship as well as lots of Fun and 

Games. Classes Jan 28, Feb 11, and Feb 25

RCIA Classes: The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults and Adapted for 

Children is offered at Good Shepherd. If someone is needing to discuss 

Sacrament preparation for adult or child, please schedule an 

appointment with Margie Vasquez to discuss the process and class 

times. Classes are offered in Spanish or English.

2023 Confirmation Classes: Students interested in registering for next 

years Confirmation class must be enrolled in RICH Youth Ministry 

Classes. Students must have completed 1 year of pre-confirmation or 8th 

grade classes prior to enrolling. Students must be at least 14 years of age 

at time class starts. 

Confirmation Parent Meeting – Jan 28th, at 4:00 pm (St. Ferdinand 

Youth Trailer)

If you would like to register your child for Religious Education, please 

contact Margie Vasquez at Margie@stferdinandblanco.org or the parish 

office at (830) 833-5227.

Volunteers/Catechist/Helpers: If anyone is interested in helping in our 

RE program or would like to make donations of supplies for the 

classroom – Please contact Margie Vasquez or call the parish office 

during regular business hours. Remember to volunteer you must be EIM 

compliant. Pease refer to the bulletin or the Diocese Website for 

upcoming EIM workshops in our area.

St. Ferdinand
B l a n c o

Director of Religious Education

Susan Moore

susan@stferdinandblanco.org 

or 830-833-0444 (T-W)

Calendar

Calendar:

Sundays, March 10th  & 17th, Wednesday March 13th  

        Spring Break – no class

Sunday, March 31 Easter Sunday – no class. 

When the Word says This is My Body, be convinced of it and 

believe it.   St John Chrysostom

mailto:margie@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:susan@stferdinandblanco.org


Classes Jan 28, Feb 11, Feb 25

                           High School RICH Youth Ministry: Classes are held on every other Sunday from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. All

                            classes will include a meal from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm. RICH (Resting in Christ Hands) Youth Ministry 

                             utilizes the Life Teen Program – as well as Diocesan approved curriculum. Curriculum includes Call to 

                            Protect the Youth, Morality, Sacramental Prep, Liturgical Celebrations, Theology of the Body, Bible Study, 

Praise and Worship as well as lots of Fun/Games. High School Classes are combined with Blanco and Johnson City students. 

We meet at the St. Ferdinand Youth Building (Trailer). Life Teen is an environment in which high school youth can come into a 

deeper relationship with God through spiritual, educational, emotional, and social experiences. Our Youth Ministry follows the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) guidelines for comprehensive youth ministry programs.

Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry:  Middle School classes are held in the summer for middle school. Curriculum 

includes Call to Protect for Youth, Catholic Social Teachings, Morality, Sacrament teachings, Praise and Worship, Bible 

Study, Fun & Games.  Blanco and Johnson City middle school students participate in EDGE Youth Ministry, EDGE is part of the 

LIFE TEEN Middle School youth ministry. We focus on Leadership, Prayer, Service and Unity. 

          2023 Confirmation Classes: Students interested in registering for next year’s Confirmation class must be enrolled in 

          RICH Youth Ministry Classes. Students must have completed 1 year of pre-confirmation or 8th grade classes prior to 

          enrolling. Students must be at least 14 years of age at time class starts. 

Confirmation Parent Meeting: Jan 28th at 4:00 pm 

(Before RICH YM class) at the St. Ferdinand Youth Trailer.

This meeting is for parents and students to finalize paperwork, handout information and register students for the 

online program (Called to Mercy).

If you need any information for any of the Youth Ministry events, classes or Confirmation - Please contact 

Margie Vasquez at Margie@stferdinandblanco.org, Mary Jane Hill at MaryJane@stferdinandblanco.org or the parish office at 

(830) 833-5227.

Youth Ministry Volunteers/Catechist/Helpers: If anyone is interested in helping in our program donating supplies or 

to provide Meals for the RICH YM nights – Please contact the parish office during regular business hours or email 

Margie@stferdinandblanco.org. Remember to volunteer you must be EIM compliant. Pease refer to the bulletin or the Diocese 

Website for upcoming EIM workshops in our area. 

mailto:Margie@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:MaryJane@stferdinandblanco.org
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P l e a s e s u p p o r t O u r s p o n s o r s

Kim & Ryan Bayless

P: 512.810.0010
Kim.bayless@sothebysrealty.com

Kimbayless.kuperrealty.com

Ryanbayless.kuperrealty.com

God chooses ordinary people to speak his message. Can you 

perceive the voice of God in those around you? If you hear 

God’s voice, harden not your heart. (Deuteronomy 18: 15-

20). If you think God is calling you to be a priest, brother, 

or sister, visit www.godiscalling.me, or phone 

512-949-2430. 

“Dirijamos nuestras vidas según la vocación 

a la que el Señor nos ha llamado” Si estás 

considerando la vocación a la vida consagrada 

o al sacerdocio, visita www.godiscalling.me, o llama 

512-949-2430. 

Fr. Greg Gerhart, Vocations Director

Diocese of Austin—Vocations Office
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