
SAINT FERDINAND & GOOD SHEPHERD

PARISH BULLETIN |  January 5, 2025, Feast of the Epiphany

WEEKEND MASSES:

St. Ferdinand

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.

Last full weekend of each month:

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. (Bilingual Mass)

Good Shepherd

Sunday: 9 a.m.

For a complete weekday

Mass Schedule and Mass Intentions,

please see the next page

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):

St. Ferdinand

Wednesday: 8:15 a.m.-8:40 a.m.

Saturday: 3:45 p.m.-4:40 p.m.

Good Shepherd

Thursday: 5:15 p.m.-5:40 p.m.

Sunday: 8:15 a.m.-8:40 a.m.

(or by appointment)

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday through Friday

12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

WEBSITES:

W W W.STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG 

W W W.GOODSHEPHERDJCTX.ORG

PHYSICAL ADDRESSES:

St. Ferdinand 

25 MAIN STREET

BLANCO, TEXAS  78606

Good Shepherd

285 US 281 LOOP ROAD

JOHNSON CITY, TEXAS  78636

St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd 

MAILING ADDRESS:

P.O. BOX 757

BLANCO, TEXAS 78606

PHONE NUMBERS:

OFFICE PHONE: (830) 833-5227

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (830) 833-0444

GENERAL INFORMATION &

BULLETIN INQUIRIES:

ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N

Saint Mary  Help of Christians Chapel & Cemetery

Catholic Churches

Pastor

Rev. Fr. Kyle Nesrsta

pastor@stferdinandblanco.org 

Deacon Jessie Esquivel

dcn.jessie.esquivel@gmail.com

Cathy Cudd, Parish Secretary 

830-833-4890

cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Dora Alegria, Receptionist

830-833-5227

dora@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand--DRE – Susan Moore 

830-833-0444 

susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Office hours/Horarios de Oficina: 

Wednesdays/Miercoles 12:00-6:00 p.m.

Good Shepherd--Margie Vasquez

Coordinator of RE & Youth Minister

830-833-5227 

margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Good Shepherd--Margie Vasquez 830-833-5227

Coordinator of RE & Youth Minister

margie@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand Pastoral Council:

Marilyn Bowman

Mary Jane Hill

Christopher Rothlis

Maria Villegas

Darrel Wagner

St. Ferdinand Finance Council:

Nancy Biggs             Pete Powell

Lisa Nance               Dana Wagner
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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s & G u e s t s

Thank you for celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our parish or

joining the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office. For information concerning reception of Baptism, First

Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick, contact the Church office. Parent interviews

for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest

at least nine months in advance. Holy Communion can be brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need, please

call the office. Church Office: 830-833-5227.

Saturday, January 4th (SF)  5:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Belinda Delgado by M.J. Hill

Saturday, January 4th (SF)  7:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Esperanza Sanchez by Napiola Sanchez

Sunday, January 5th (GS)  9:00 a.m.

Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Sunday, January 5th (SF) 11:00 a.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Grayson McDaid by Bernie McDaid

Tuesday, January 7th (SF)  9:00 a.m.

No 9am Mass

Wednesday, January 8th (SF)  9:00 a.m.

No 9am Mass

Thursday, January 9th (SF)  9:00 a.m. 

No 9am Mass

Thursday, January 9th  (GS)  6:00 p.m. 

No 6pm Mass

Friday, January 10th (SF)  9:00 a.m. 

No 9am Mass

Saturday, January 11th (SF)  5:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Marie Ilena Justice by Ayala Family

Saturday, January 11th (SF)  7:00 p.m.

†Souls in Purgatory

Sunday, January 12th (GS)  9:00 a.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Javier Perez by Perez Family

Sunday, January 12th (SF) 11:00 a.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Kay Binz by Binz Family

(For other Mass and Confession Times in the area, visit masstimes.org.)

Masses for January 4, 2025 – January 12, 2025

Please continue to pray for comfort and healing for the sick 

in our parish community. In addition, please ask the Lord 

for wisdom for their doctors and nurses, rest for their 

caregivers, and peace and strength for their family and 

friends.

                   We are proud of all those in our parish 

                   who are serving and protecting our

country. Thank you and God bless all of you.

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,  

please email: admin@stferdinandblanco.org. Unless you 

are an immediate family member, please obtain per-

mission from the person whose name is being placed on 

the list prior to submission.

Maggie Atkinson

Chris Berryhill

Gene Beyer

Lucia Carbary

Gloria C. Cardenas

Maribel Chapa

Jack Cudd

Roselle Fischler

Pete Garcia

Jim Gronke

Derek Haltom

Joe Hancock

Vernon Hancock

Myles Harris

Tim Ivy

Charles Jennings

Randall Jones

Jeanette Lavelle

Homer Lowden

Jane Martin

Camila Martinez

Segunda Martinez

Elsie Meurer

Tim Nance

Coleman Nelson

Devin Newsome

Ruth Nieto

Tim Polster

Charles Reinert

Sid Reinert

Brenda Robinette

Buddy Roessler

Lupe Ruvalcaba

Sandra Rodriguez

Josie Salazar

Geneva Sepeda

Josh Strodtbeck

Antonio Tapia

Olivia Tapia

Barbara Turley

Jacob Umanzor

Juan Vargas

Kippi Versluis

Pedro Villegas

Daniel Zamora

Polo Zamora

Susie Zamora
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Parish Organizations & Meeting Times

St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection
Holy Family
Solemnity of Mary

Good Shepherd:
Regular Collection
Holy Family
Solemnity of Mary
Christmas

St. Ferdinand:

$6,463.00

$2,548.00

$1,232.00

$1,098.00

$245.00

$376.00

$230.00

Weekend of December 29-January 1

Thank you for your generosity!

St. Ferdinand Altar Server Training
Meets the third Sunday of the month at St. Ferdinand at 

8:30 a.m. (following school schedule)

Good Shepherd Contemplative Prayer

Every 2nd Tuesday of the month for April through October at 6:00 p.m. 

in the Church, Contact: Katie Shafford at 512 925-4472.

Mass Preparation
January 12, The Baptism of the Lord

First Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11
Isaiah tells the people to prepare a way for the Lord.

Psalm:  104:1b-4,24-25,27-30

A prayer praising God's greatness

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Jesus Christ saved us and renewed us with his Holy Spirit.

Gospel Reading:   Luke 3:15-16,21-22
Jesus is baptized by John.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club

Meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Contact: Gary Reeves, 281-387-9547.

St. Ferdinand Men’s Club

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the St. 

Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir

Meets Wednesday nights at 4:00 p.m. Call 713-562-0228 for more 

information.

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)

If you are interested in OCIA, please contact the parish office at 830-

833-5227.

St. Anne’s Altar Society

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month following the 

9:00 a.m. Mass in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall. Next meeting will be 

on February 5th, 2025.

Good Shepherd Women’s Bible Study

Meets every Thursday at 4:30 p.m. If you’re interested in joining, please 

contact Jan Harry at 936-293-0064 or edharry1946@gmail.com.

Estudio Biblico

Todos los martes de 6-8:30pm en el RICH house (trailer juvenil) de la 

iglesia de San Fernando. Llama al 512-563-3146 para mas informacion.

Good Shepherd Women’s Circle

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the Education 

Center. Contact: Cindy Wiggins, 830-290-3033. 

With Heartfelt Sympathy
Our condolences go out to Jenny Donovan 

on the death of her husband, Gene. Gene 

passed away December 28, 2024. Funeral 

Services were held at St. Ferdinand 

Saturday, January 4th. Please pray for 

Gene and for his family. Burial will be on

Thursday, January 9th at 10:15 am at Ft. Sam Houston 

National Cemetery.

Calendar of Events

St. Ferdinand

January 6-10 – No 9am Masses or Confessions

January 25 – No 7pm Mass

January 26 – Bilingual Mass followed by Pot Luck Dinner in the 

                      Parish Hall

GS and SF Grief Support Ministry

If you have lost a loved one or are going through a sickness or ailment 

and are having a hard time processing or feeling supported through this 

difficult time, we have services and resources to help you both process 

and heal spiritually and mentally. Please contact the parish office or 

through email at margie@stferdinandblanco.org. 

If you know of someone who is unable to get to Mass but 

would like to receive Communion, call the parish office at 

830-833-5227. We will contact an Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion who will bring Communion to the 

parishioner’s home.

Good Shepherd Rosary

The Holy Rosary is recited every Wednesday in the Church at 11:00 a.m. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ed Harry at 936-293-0064.

Calendar of Events

Good Shepherd

January 9 – No 6pm Mass or Confessions

T h e  S e c o n d  C o l l e c t i o n  t o d a y  i s  f o r  

t h e  B u i l d i n g  F u n d .



The 2025 collection envelopes 

and English and Spanish 

calendars are available in the 

church at both Good Shepherd 

and  St. Ferdinand. If you don’t 

find your envelopes, please come 

by or call the office at 830-833-

5227.

St. Anne’s Altar Society

“A Cup of Blessings” Tea Party

Tickets for the St. Anne’s Altar Society “A Cup of Blessings” 

Tea Party” are on sale. Cost is $25 per ticket. Please join us 

on Saturday, February 8, 2025, at 10 am for a reflection on 

“Blessings” and to meet other ladies in our 

community. We will be selling tickets after Mass 

in January. You may also contact Vicki Guidry 

at guidryvicki@gmail.com or call 713-302-0860 to 

get your ticket now.

“We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar.” This popular Christmas carol is appropriate for today’s feast of 

the Epiphany. But were they “three”? Were they “kings”? Matthew only tells us that “magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem” 

(2:1). He doesn’t say how many they were, and he definitely doesn’t say anything about them being kings.

     The reason we may think they were kings is because of today’s first reading, which tells the people of Jerusalem, “Nations 

shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance” (Isaiah 60:3). And we usually think there were three of them 

because they offered Jesus three gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. So although we don’t know their names, how many they 

were, or their countries of origin, we do know the most important thing: when they found the child Jesus, they “prostrated 

themselves and . . . offered him gifts” (Matthew 2:11).

     Let’s ponder the gifts that we might offer our King today:

• Gold is a precious metal that represents wealth. What is your gold? Maybe it’s the time you offer to serve him, or it’s your money that you can 

share with the poor.

• Frankincense was a gift of worship. You can offer him the frankincense of the prayers and praises that rise from your heart to the throne of the 

Lord Almighty.

• The myrrh is a perfume that foreshadowed Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. The myrrh you can offer are the times you sacrifice yourself to care for 

your family or those closest to you.

On this feast day, bring your precious gifts to the Lord. Offer him everything you have. Pour out your life before him and pay him homage. Jesus 

is pleased with every gift that you have for him.

“Jesus, I want to praise you and offer all I am to you!”

They . . . offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:11)

St.  Ferdinand’s  Men’s  Club

Monthly Communal  Rosary

Sunday, January 5

     The St. Ferdinand Men’s Club would like to 

invite all members of our parish to a communal 

reciting of the Holy Rosary after the 11am Mass on 

Sunday, January 5th. The Rosary will take place in 

the area between the Parish Hall and the Chapel. 

Our goal is to have enough families participating 

that each Hail Mary and Our Father would be led 

by a different member of the parish. 

     If you would like to volunteer to help lead a 

portion of the Rosary, or would like more 

information, contact John Duran at 830-431-8088.

2024 Donation Acknowledgement Letters 

Available after January 1, 2025

The IRS requires that a tax-exempt organization send a formal acknowledgment letter for any donation that is more than $250 

if a taxpayer wishes to claim their donation in order to receive a tax deduction. If you wish to receive a donation 

acknowledgement letter from St. Ferdinand or Good Shepherd detailing your contributions, please email 

admin@stferdinandblanco.org to request one. We can email the letter to you or if you prefer receiving a hard copy, please 

include a current mailing address with your request. Donation acknowledgement letters will be printed off by request only. 

Letters may also be requested by phone at (830) 833-5227, or in person during normal business hours.



The people who sit in darkness have seen a great light. (Matthew 4:16)

     The dim glow of a nightlight can be so comforting. Not only does it dispel the pitch-black darkness of night, but it 

also illuminates obstacles that might get in the way if we want to leave a room. Light enables us to see the reality 

of the world around us.

     Matthew quotes the prophet Isaiah, who promises that the people “who sit in darkness” will see “a great light” (Matthew 4:16). In Isaiah’s 

time, the northern kingdom of Israel was under brutal Assyrian rule. Though they lived in darkness, Isaiah prophesied that one day a light 

would arise—a child who would become “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:5; Matthew 4:16). By citing Isaiah, Matthew is pointing to Jesus as the 

fulfillment of this prophecy.

     Of course, Jesus didn’t come to liberate us from foreign rulers; he came to set us free from sin and death. He is “the light of the world” (John 

8:12) because only he can show us a way out of spiritual darkness. Only he can liberate us from the pain and confusion that have plagued our 

world throughout history.

     Think about all the ways that Jesus is the light of your life. He reveals the truths of the gospel and shows you the paths you should walk in. 

He opens your eyes so that you can understand how greatly you are loved and how you can share that love with the people around you. He 

helps you perceive the obstacles that stand in the way of your relationship with him. And he expands your vision to include not only worldly 

concerns but the promise of eternal life.

     If you are facing some kind of “darkness” in your life right now—something confusing or something you can’t see your way out of—fix your 

eyes on Jesus. Even if you feel as if you are still in the dark, cling to him in trust and believe that he will lead and guide you. Jesus is truly the 

light of the world. As you follow him step-by-step, he will give you the eyes to see!

“Lead, Kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom. . . . I do not ask to see the distant scene; one step enough for me” (St. John Henry Newman).

Texas Rally for Life - Saturday  January 25, 2025 – 1-4PM
The Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade returning the power to legislate abortion to the people and their elected 

representatives. It is as important now as ever before for YOU to attend the Texas Rally for Life!

Join thousands of Texans from across the state at the 2025 Texas Rally for Life. Show our elected officials, the media, and the 

Supreme Court that Texas is pro-life! 

This event commemorates the Supreme Court’s tragic Roe v. Wade decision that imposed legal abortion on Texas and the entire 

nation throughout all nine months of pregnancy and celebrates the overturning of the terrible precedent set in 1973… let’s 

continue the work of turning the tide against this injustice. All parishioners are invited to attend Saturday January 25. 

Gary Reeves from Good Shepherd is working on transportation and will provide more information when it is finalized. Watch 

the bulletin for more details.

Prayer for Epiphany Sunday

Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless our parish 

and the whole Church. Fill us with the light of Christ. That our concern for others may reflect your love. The magi followed the 

star, and found Christ who is light from light. Help us also, find the Lord when our pilgrimage is ended. May Christ Jesus dwell 

with us, keep us from all harm, and make us one in mind and heart, now and forever. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.



St. Ferdinand
B l a n c o

Director of Religious Education

Susan Moore

susan@stferdinandblanco.org 

or 830-833-0444 (T-W)

Calendar

Calendar

Sundays 9:30 am        PreK-7th grade

Wednesdays 6:30 pm  8th grade 

Sun Jan 12th & Wed Jan 15th       Classes resume

May the coming of the infant Jesus fill your hearts and homes with joy 

and lasting peace.

When the Word says This is My Body, be convinced of it and 

believe it.   St John Chrysostom

Good Shepherd
J o h nson C it y

Religious Education Classes:

PreK – 5th Grade:  Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the RE 

Building.

First Communion Class:  Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the 

RE Building. Jan. 8th, Jan. 15th, Jan. 22nd, Jan. 29th.

6th – 8th Grade:  Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry:  Middle 

School classes are held in the summer for middle school. Curriculum 

includes Call to Protect for the Youth, RE Curriculum, Catholic Social 

Teachings, Morality, Sacrament teachings, Praise and Worship, Bible 

Study, Fun and Games.  Classes to start July 8th -18th, 2025.

8th Grade (or Pre-Confirmation/OCIA):  Classes are held once a month 

on the second Sunday of each month from 10:00am to 11:30am. Please 

Call the parish office to register or get more information. Jan. 26th 

Youth Ministry Classes :  Jan. 12th and Jan. 26th

High School RICH Youth Ministry: Classes are held every other Sunday 

from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm at the St. Ferdinand/Good Shepherd Youth 

Building (Trailer). Curriculum includes Call to Protect for Youth, 

Morality, Sacramental Prep, Liturgical Celebrations, Theology of the 

Body, Bible Study, and Praise and Worship as well as lots of Fun and 

Games. 

OCIA Classes: The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults and Adapted 

for Children is offered at Good Shepherd. If someone is needing to 

discuss Sacrament preparation for adult or child, please schedule an 

appointment with Margie Vasquez to discuss the process and class 

times. Classes are offered in Spanish or English. Jan. 8th, Jan. 15th, 

Jan. 22nd, Jan. 29th (7:15 pm - 8:15 pm)

2024-2024 Confirmation Classes: Students interested in registering 

for Confirmation class must be enrolled in RICH Youth Ministry Classes. 

Students must have completed 1 year of pre-confirmation or 8th grade 

classes prior to enrolling. Students must be at least 14 years of age at 

time class starts.

Confirmation Parent Meeting: Jan. 26th (4:00 pm – 5:00 pm)

If you would like to register your child for Religious Education, please 

contact Margie Vasquez at Margie@stferdinandblanco.org or the parish 

office at (830) 833-5227.

Volunteers/Catechist/Helpers: If anyone is interested in helping in our 

RE program or would like to make donations of supplies for the 

classroom – Please contact Margie Vasquez or call the parish office 

during regular business hours. Remember to volunteer you must be EIM 

compliant. Pease refer to the bulletin or the Diocese Website for 

upcoming EIM workshops in our area.

mailto:susan@stferdinandblanco.org


Youth Ministry Classes: Jan. 12th and Jan. 26th

                              High School RICH Youth Ministry: Classes are held on every other Sunday from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. All 

                              classes will include a meal from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm. RICH (Resting in Christ’s Hands) Youth Ministry 

                              utilizes the Life Teen Program – as well as Diocesan approved curriculum. Curriculum includes Call to 

                              Protect the Youth, Morality, Sacramental Prep, Liturgical Celebrations, Theology of the Body, Bible Study, 

Praise and Worship as well as lots of Fun/Games. High School Classes are combined with Blanco and Johnson City students. 

We meet at the St. Ferdinand Youth Building (Trailer). Life Teen is an environment in which high school youth can come into a 

deeper relationship with God through spiritual, educational, emotional, and social experiences. Our Youth Ministry follows the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) guidelines for comprehensive youth ministry programs.

Middle School EDGE Youth Ministry:  Middle School classes are held in the summer for middle school. Curriculum 

includes Call to Protect for Youth, Catholic Social Teachings, Morality, Sacrament teachings, Praise and Worship, Bible 

Study, Fun & Games.  Blanco and Johnson City middle school students participate in EDGE Youth Ministry, EDGE is part of the 

LIFE TEEN Middle School youth ministry. We focus on Leadership, Prayer, Service and Unity. Classes will be held July 8th – 

18th, 2025

           2024-2025 Confirmation Classes: Students interested in registering for Confirmation class must be enrolled in 

           RICH Youth Ministry Classes. Students must have completed 1 year of pre-confirmation or 8th grade classes prior to 

           enrolling. Students must be at least 14 years of age at time class starts.

Confirmation Parent Meeting: Jan. 26th (4:00 pm – 5:00 pm)

Meeting to be held at the Blanco Youth Trailer before scheduled RICH class. Parents to 

pick up packets for on-line registration and other important information. 

If you need any information for any of the Youth Ministry events, classes or Confirmation - Please contact 

Margie Vasquez at Margie@stferdinandblanco.org, Mary Jane Hill at MaryJane@stferdinandblanco.org

or the parish office at (830) 833-5227.

Youth Ministry Volunteers/Catechist/Helpers:  If anyone is interested in helping in our program donating supplies or 

to provide Meals for the RICH YM nights – please contact the parish office during regular business hours or email 

Margie@stferdinandblanco.org. Remember to volunteer you must be EIM compliant. Pease refer to the bulletin or the Diocese 

Website (austindiocese.org) for upcoming EIM workshops in our area.

We hope you join us for this amazing DCYC event!  If you are interested, please contact Margie Vasquez for 

registration information and cost. Information can also be found on social media sites. Deadline for 

registration is Dec. 20th. If you are interested in sponsoring one of our teens, please contact Margie at 

Margie@stferdinandblanco.org.

mailto:MaryJane@stferdinandblanco.org


P l e a s e s u p p o r t O u r s p o n s o r s

Kim & Ryan Bayless

P: 512.810.0010
Kim.bayless@sothebysrealty.com

Kimbayless.kuperrealty.com

Ryanbayless.kuperrealty.com

7792 E U.S. Hwy 290

Johnson City, TX  78636

830.225.4701

westhenlyboilshack.com

Thur—Sun: 11am - 8pm
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