
SAINT FERDINAND & GOOD SHEPHERD

WEEKEND MASSES:

St. Ferdinand

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.

First full weekend of each month:

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. (Bilingual Mass)

Good Shepherd

Sunday: 9 a.m.

For a complete weekday

Mass Schedule and Mass Intentions,

please see the next page

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

(CONFESSION):

St. Ferdinand

Wednesday: 7:15 a.m.-7:40 a.m. (Chapel)

Saturday: 3:45 p.m.-4:40 p.m. (Church)

Good Shepherd

Thursday: 5:15 p.m.-5:40 p.m.

Sunday: 8:15 a.m.-8:40 a.m.

(or by appointment)

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday through Friday

12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

CHAPEL HOURS:

Monday: 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Tuesday/Thursday/Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Wednesday: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

WEBSITES:

W W W.STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG 

W W W.GOODSHEPHERD-JCTX.ORG

PHYSICAL ADDRESSES:

St. Ferdinand 

25 MAIN STREET

BLANCO, TEXAS  78606

Good Shepherd

285 US 281 LOOP ROAD

JOHNSON CITY, TEXAS  78636

St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

MAILING ADDRESS:

P.O. BOX 757

BLANCO, TEXAS 78606

PHONE NUMBERS:

OFFICE PHONE: (830) 833-5227

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (830) 833-0444

GENERAL INFORMATION &

BULLETIN INQUIRIES:

ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N

Saint Mary  Help of Christians Chapel & Cemetery

Catholic Churches

Pastor

Rev. Fr. Kyle Nesrsta

pastor@stferdinandblanco.org 

Deacon Jessie Esquivel

dcn.jessie.esquivel@gmail.com 

Cathy Cudd, Parish Business Administrator

830-833-4890

cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Dora Alegria, Secretary/Receptionist

830-833-5227

dora@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand–DRE – Monica Villegas

830-833-0444 

DRE@stferdinandblanco.org 

Office hours/Horarios de Oficina: 

Mon.&Fri./Lunes&Viernes 3:00-7:30pm

Tues.&Wed./Martes&Miércoles 12:00-6:00pm

Sat. 8:00am-12:00pm; Sun. 8:00-11:00am

Sábado 8:00am-12:00pm; Domingo 8:00am-11:00am

Youth Ministers – Andrew and Stephanie Micklitz

830-833-5227

youth@stferdinandblanco.org 

Good Shepherd – Elissa Malinovsky

Coordinator of RE

830-833-5227

CRE@stferdinandblanco.org 

St. Ferdinand Pastoral Council:

Marilyn Bowman        Norberto Mendez

Tim Hayford               Maria Villegas

Mary Jane Hill            Darrel Wagner
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Good Shepherd Pastoral Council:

Maria Cuellar      Phil Lietz                 Michael Street

Rebecca Geier       Paul Malinovsky      Cheryl Todd

Good Shepherd Finance Council:

Jim Araas      Geoffrey Perrin         Rita Summy

Diane Burke      Nieves Rodriguez

St. Ferdinand Finance Council:

Nancy Biggs        Pete Powell

Paul Case   Dana Wagner
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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s & G u e s t s

Thank you for celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our parish or 

joining the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office. For information concerning reception of Baptism, First 

Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick, contact the Church office. Parent interviews 

for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage and Quinceañera arrangements need to be 

made with the priest at least nine months in advance. Holy Communion can be brought to the sick on request. If you know of 

anyone in need, please call the office. Church Office: 830-833-5227.

(For other Mass and Confession Times in the area, visit masstimes.org.)

Masses for December 20, 2025 – December 28, 2025

Please continue to pray for comfort and healing for the sick 

in our parish community. In addition, please ask the Lord 

for wisdom for their doctors and nurses, rest for their 

caregivers, and peace and strength for their family and 

friends.

                   We are proud of all those in our parish 

                   who are serving and protecting our

country. Thank you and God bless all of you.

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,  

please email: admin@stferdinandblanco.org. Unless you 

are an immediate family member, please obtain per-

mission from the person whose name is being placed on 

the list prior to submission.

Esperanza Amezcua

Chris Berryhill

Brady Burch

Lucia Carbary

Jose Cardenas

Maribel Chapa

Paul Deringer

Roselle Fischler

Pete Garcia

Jim Gronke

Derek Haltom

Janice Hambright

Joe Hancock

Myles Harris

Tim Ivy

Charles Jennings

Grant Jones

Randall Jones

Robbie Llanos

Jane Martin

Camila Martinez

Jonah Martinez

Juan Martinez

Segunda Martinez

Tim Nance

Coleman Nelson 

Devin Newsome

Ruth Nieto

Lacy Peterson

Tim Polster

Charles Reinert

Sid Reinert

Buddy Roessler

Lupe Ruvalcaba

Josie Salazar

Darryl Seidel

Geneva Sepeda

Santiago Sepeda

Josh Strodtbeck

Tracy Strube

Antonio Tapia

Olivia Tapia

Barbara Turley

Jacob Umanzor

Juan Vargas

Pedro Villegas

Aleigh Wessels

Daniel Zamora

Polo Zamora

Susie Zamora

Saturday, December 20th (SF)      5:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Souls of Lillian and Chester Weber by Tim and Lisa Nance

Saturday, December 20th (SF)      7:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Francisco Guerrero by Catalina Alegria

Sunday, December 21st (GS)      9:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Sunday, December 21st (SF)    11:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

†Repose of the Soul of Donna Ethridge by Tim and Lisa Nance

Tuesday, December 23rd (SF)      8:00 a.m.

†Repose of the Souls of Lillian and Chester Weber by Tim and Lisa Nance

Wednesday, December 24th (GS) (Fr. Kyle) (w/Incense)      5:00 p.m.

Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Wednesday, December 24th (SF) (Fr. Jim)      5:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Sandi Immel by Tim and Lisa Nance

Wednesday, December 24th (SF) (Spanish w/Incense)      7:00 p.m.

†Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, December 24th (SF) (w/Incense)      Midnight

Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Thursday, December 25th (SF)      10:00 a.m. 

Christmas Day

†Repose of the Soul of John Geldorf by Geldorf Family

Thursday, December 25th (GS)      6:00 p.m.

No 6pm Mass

Friday, December 26th (SF)      8:00 a.m. 

†Repose of the Soul of Sandra Rodriguez

Saturday, December 27th (SF)      5:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Sandi Immel by Tim and Lisa Nance

Saturday, December 27th (SF)      7:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Francisco Guerrero by Catalina Alegria

Sunday, December 28th (GS)      9:00 a.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Tommy Tobolka by Patty Tobolka

Sunday, December 28th (SF)    11:00 a.m.

Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

If you know of someone who is in need of 

Anointing of the Sick (Last Rites), call the 

parish office at 830-833-5227. If you are out of 

the area, find the closest Catholic Church and 

ask for a Priest. Asking the hospital chaplain’s 

office is not recommended.

We joyfully announce that Carlos Antonio Bacillio and Ana 

Lili Arreguin intend to be united in holy Matrimony on 

September 13, 2025 at St. Ferdinand. If anyone knows of any 

reason why these two should not be married, please make it 

known to the Pastor, Fr. Kyle, or the Diocese as soon as 

possible.

We would like to welcome our new parishioners to

St. Ferdinand Church: 

Cesar Alvarez

We would like to welcome our new parishioner to 

Good Shepherd Church:

Ron Gay

Our condolences go out to the family of Tirso 

Barrera-Delgado. Tirso passed away on 

Saturday, December 13th. Services were held 

last week at St. Ferdinand with burial following 

at St. Mary’s Cemetery. Please keep Tirso and 

his family in your prayers.

Masses at St. Mary Help of Christians Chapel

              1051 RM 473, Twin Sisters

               Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 10:00 am

                  Saturday, May 23, 2026, 8:00 am

Cemetery Council: Miller Crawford, John Duran, Carole George, 

Gina McKinney, Sara Sweeney

May the coming of the infant Jesus fill your hearts 

and homes with joy and lasting peace.

mailto:bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org
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Parish Organizations & Meeting Times

Good Shepherd Contemplative Prayer

Every 2nd Tuesday of the month for April through October at 6:00 p.m. 

in the Church, Contact: Katie Shafford at 512 925-4472.

Good Shepherd Bible Study

Meets every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. If you’re interested in joining, please 

contact Cheryl Todd at 630-294-0230 or email at crozy@icloud.com.

GS and SF Grief Support Ministry

If you have lost a loved one or are going through a sickness or ailment 

and are having a hard time processing or feeling supported through this 

difficult time, we have services and resources to help you both process 

and heal spiritually and mentally.  If you would like to attend, please 

contact the parish office or email Margie@stferdinandblanco.org. 

Good Shepherd Altar Flowers this

weekend are in Honor of 

JoAnn and J.B. Verdina

by Diane and Geoff Perrin

If you would like to donate flowers for the Altar for someone, 

fill out the envelope provided at the entrance to the church.

Bulletin Archives

Are you looking for information from a past bulletin? Visit 

our website for a complete list of all past bulletins.

for St. Ferdinand: www.stferdinandblanco.org or 

for Good Shepherd: www.goodshepherdjctx.org 

St.  Ferdinand’s  Men’s  Club

Monthly Communal  Rosary

Sunday, January 4th

     The St. Ferdinand Men’s Club would like to 

invite all members of our parish to a communal 

reciting of the Holy Rosary after the 11am Mass 

on Sunday, January 4th. The Rosary will take 

place in the area between the Parish Hall and the 

Chapel. Our goal is to have enough families 

participating that each Hail Mary and Our Father 

would be led by a different member of the parish. 

     If you would like to volunteer to help lead a 

portion of the Rosary, or would like more 

information, contact John Duran at 830-431-8088.

Communion for the Homebound

If you know of someone who is unable to get to Mass 

but would like to receive Communion, call the parish 

office at 830-833-5227. We will contact an 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion who will 

bring Communion to the parishioner’s home.

St. Ferdinand:

Regular Collection

Retired Clergy

Good Shepherd:

Regular Collection

Retired Clergy

$5,404.50

$2,273.00

$1,482.50

$329.00

Weekend of December 14
Thank you for your generosity!

Calendar of Events
St. Ferdinand

Dec 21 – Posada at 5pm

Dec 24 – Carols at 4pm, Mass at 5pm (Fr. Jim); 7pm Mass (Spanish,

              Fr. Kyle, w/Incense); Midnight (Fr. Kyle w/Incense)

Dec 25 – 10am Mass (Fr. Kyle)

Dec 24-26 – Parish Office Closed

Dec 26 – 8am Mass in Chapel

Dec 31 – 11pm Holy Hour in Chapel w/Incense

Jan 1 – Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, Holy Day of 

           Obligation, Masses: 7am (English, no Incense); 

            6pm (Bilingual, w/Incense)

Jan 2 – No First Friday Adoration; 8am Mass followed by Holy Hour

Jan 3 – First Saturday, 8am Mass, Epiphany Water/Chalk Blessing

Jan 3 – No 7pm Mass

Jan 6-7– No 8am Masses (Fr. Kyle Out)

Calendar of Events
Good Shepherd

Dec 21 – Posada at 5pm at St. Ferdinand

Dec 24 – 5pm Mass (w/Incense) (Fr. Kyle)

Dec 24-26 – Parish Office Closed

Dec 25 – No 6pm Mass

Dec 31 – 11pm Holy Hour in St. Ferdinand Chapel w/Incense

Jan 1 – Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, Holy Day of 

           Obligation, Mass at 12noon (w/Incense)

Jan 1 – No First Thursday Adoration

Jan 3 – First Saturday, 8am Mass, Epiphany Water/Chalk Blessing

            at St. Ferdinand

T h e  S e c o n d  C o l l e c t i o n  t o d a y  i s  f o r  t h e  

B l a c k  B a g  w h i c h  i s  u s e d  f o r  p e o p l e  i n  

n e e d  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

St. Ferdinand Altar Server Training
Meets the third Sunday of the month at St. Ferdinand at 8:30 a.m.

(following school schedule).

Good Shepherd Men’s Club

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Contact: Nieves Rodriguez 830-798-5502. The next meeting will be on 

December 16th.

St. Ferdinand Men of Faith

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the St. 

Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand Parish Choir

Meets Wednesday nights at 4:00 p.m. Call 713-562-0228 for more 

information.

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)

If you are interested in becoming Catholic or helping out, please contact 

the parish office at 830-833-5227.

St. Anne’s Altar Society

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month following the 8:00 a.m. Mass in 

the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall. The next meeting will be on February 

4th (9am).

Estudio Biblico

Todos los martes de 6-8:30pm en el RICH house (trailer juvenil) de la 

iglesia de San Fernando. Llama al 512-563-3146 para mas informacion.

Good Shepherd Women’s Circle

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the RE Building. 

Contact: Cindy Wiggins, 830-290-3033. The next meeting will be on 

January 13th. 

Good Shepherd Rosary

The Holy Rosary is recited every Wednesday in the Church at 11:00 a.m. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ed Harry at 936-293-0064.

Santo Rosario

Primer lunes de cada mes a las 6pm en la Capilla. Llama al Rosa Vargas 

210-800-3453 para mas informacion.

St. Ferdinand RENEWAL Retreats

If you would like information about our RENEWAL Retreats, please

email Renewal.St.Ferd@gmail.com.

Mass Preparation
December 28, 2025, The Feast of the Holy Family

First Reading:  Sirach 3:2-7,12-14
Honor to one's parents will be rewarded.

Psalm:  128:1-5
Happy are those who follow the Lord's ways.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21
Do all things in the name of Jesus and give thanks to God.

Gospel Reading:   Matthew 2:13-15,19-23
In a dream, God tells Joseph to flee to Egypt to protect Jesus from King Herod.

http://www.stferdinandblanco.org/
http://www.goodshepherdjctx.org/


Give your child an education that forms both mind and soul

With the new School Choice program, the Texas Education Freedom Accounts (TEFA), 

families can receive funds to help pay for private education, bringing the dream of 

Catholic school within reach. Grounded in faith and guided by mission - let us help 

you learn about your options and prepare to apply. Visit csdatx.org/schoolchoice. 

Discover how TEFA can support your vocation as a parent and educator.

What an interesting thing to say about Joseph: he was “righteous” yet “unwilling to expose” Mary “to shame” (Matthew 1:19). It seemed as if there 

were two different impulses in Joseph as he struggled to decide how to respond to Mary’s pregnancy.

     Today’s Gospel tells us that Joseph was a righteous man and a devout observer of the Mosaic law. He was just in his intention to break his union 

with Mary—she seemed to have violated their betrothal, after all. But still, he didn’t want Mary to become an object of ridicule and shame. So he was 

merciful in his desire to find a quiet solution that avoided public scandal.

     Justice and mercy: these two noble instincts revealed the depth of Joseph’s holiness. And yet God had something better in mind. He wanted to 

bring Joseph even further along the path of righteousness.

     When the angel appeared to him in a dream, he reassured Joseph that he didn’t need to divorce Mary. The child she 

carried was part of God’s plan to redeem the world. He was Emmanuel, God-with-us, who would fulfill both justice and 

mercy in himself. Joseph accepted the angel’s words. He came to see that God’s plans were bigger and better than his own, 

righteous though they were. So Joseph let the Lord redirect his ideas and strategies.

     This is a lesson for us. God is always calling us into a deeper relationship with him. He might ask us to set aside our 

plans or take a step in a direction we don’t understand. But he leads the way for us. Joseph’s yes to the Lord not only protected Mary and Jesus, but it 

also transformed his own life. Even though Joseph didn’t understand, he was willing to obey. It made all the difference for Joseph, and it can do the 

same for you!

“Lord, help me to trust in the goodness of your plan so that I can grow closer to you!”

He was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame. (Matthew 1:19)

JOIN THE ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON WOMEN’S GIVING CIRCLE

     The Office of Stewardship and Development has launched the Diocese of Austin Women's Giving Circle — a new initiative 

uniting Catholic women in faith, generosity, and community impact. This initiative is inspired by our patron saint, St. Elizabeth 

Ann Seton, whose legacy of service and compassion continues to guide us. Our inaugural goal is to unite 200 women in faith, 

award five transformative grants, and distribute $100,000 to organizations and individuals whose work reflects the Gospel call 

to serve. Together, we are building a legacy of love, impact, and spiritual sisterhood.

     We will host three events throughout the year including:

• Mass and lunch - (February)

• Sip & Learn – Wine and appetizers where grant applicants present their need for the grant and members vote (April)

• Mass and lunch – check presentation to grant recipients (June)

     Join us and/or sponsor another woman so we can pass on the legacy of Catholic philanthropy. QUESTIONS? Email Lisa Rosenberger or call (512) 

940-7381 or Margaret Kappel at (512) 949-2444. 

Learn more at www.austindiocese.org/womens-giving-circle.

2025 Donation Acknowledgement Letters 

Available after January 1, 2026

The IRS requires that a tax-exempt organization send a formal acknowledgment letter for any donation that is more than $250 if 

a taxpayer wishes to claim their donation in order to receive a tax deduction. If you wish to receive a donation acknowledgement 

letter from St. Ferdinand or Good Shepherd detailing your contributions, please email dora@stferdinandblanco.org to request 

one. We can email the letter to you or if you prefer receiving a hard copy, please include a current mailing address with your 

request. Donation acknowledgement letters will be printed by request only. Letters may also be requested by phone at (830) 

833-5227, or in person during normal business hours.

The 2026 collection envelopes and English/Spanish calendars are available in the church 

at both Good Shepherd and  St. Ferdinand. If you don’t find your envelopes, please come 

by or call the office at 830-833-5227.

The St. Ferdinand Parish Posada will be held on Sunday, Dec. 

21, at 5:00 p.m. All parishioners are invited to join us in the 

search for lodging for the Holy Family. The procession will start 

near the Parish Hall and continue around the block singing songs 

and praying the Rosary. Lodging will be requested when we 

return to the hall with song and then a reception will follow. With 

surprises for all the children! Hope to see you there! 

Total Consecration to Jesus 

           through Mary

Prepare for Total Consecration, order 

your book today. Join thousands 

throughout the diocese for 33 days 

of preparation prayer for Total 

Consecration to Jesus through Mary. The prayers 

begin on Feb. 20 and are done privately using the 

preparation book. 

     Visit www.TexasToJesusThroughMary.org by Jan. 

18 to receive a free copy of the Montfort preparation 

prayer book in the mail.



EIM COMPLIANCE INFORMATION

The mission of the Diocese of Austin’s Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) program is to help protect people from abuse and 

unethical behavior through education, action, and reporting, and to listen to and learn from those who have experienced abuse in 

order to provide healing. EIM compliance is required for persons active in most ministries in the diocese. Looking for resources and 

information about safeguarding children and other vulnerable people? Do you want to volunteer and are new to the EIM process? Are 

you returning to ministry and already have an EIM account? Visit austindiocese.org/eim to learn more about EIM policies and 

procedures and how they help keep our parishes and schools safer for everyone. Contact your parish or school’s EIM site 

administrator, or eim@austindiocese.org, for additional assistance. Please note that when your compliance is 60 days away from its 

expiration, you will receive an email from system@virtus.org prompting you to login and complete the required action per the email. 

REPORT ABUSE

Report abuse of a minor, elderly adult, or an adult with a disability to local law enforcement or the Texas Abuse Hotline at 

www.txabusehotline.org or (800) 252-5400 and the diocese at www.austindiocese.org/report-abuse or (512) 949-2447.

HAVE YOU, OR HAS SOMEONE YOU KNOW, EXPERIENCED ABUSE?

Bishop Joe S. Vásquez and the Diocese of Austin are committed to providing compassionate care to persons who have experienced 

abuse, particularly if committed by clergy or a church representative. If you or someone you know have experienced such abuse, 

contact the diocesan Coordinator of Victim Assistance and Pastoral Support at EIM-VAC@austindiocese.org.

REPORT UNETHICAL BEHAVIOR

Report unethical behavior by a person serving in ministry to the diocese at (512) 949-2447.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, December 4th

10:00am to 5:30pm at 

Good Shepherd

(with Incense)

Confessions: (10:00am-11:00am; 4:30-5:30pm)

You are invited Thursday, December 4th, to come 

and receive the graces promised from the source of 

ultimate love, Jesus Christ.

Won’t you set aside time this Thursday to go to 

Adoration?

ETHICS AND INTEGRITY IN MINISTRY (EIM) TRAINING 

OPPORTUNITIES

An ENGLISH EIM workshop will be conducted on Saturday, 

November 1st, at 9am at Good Shepherd in their Parish Hall. 

All attendees must pre-register NLT 24 hours prior to the 

workshop—i.e., WALK-INS ARE NOT PERMITTED. Please arrive 

promptly, as late arrivals will not be permitted 

entrance. Anyone new to EIM must attend a workshop in order to 

serve in any parish ministry, including serving on teams for 

upcoming retreats, and assisting with RE classes or youth 

ministry. Please do not bring children to an EIM workshop. You 

can register for a class directly on the site below, after creating your 

own EIM account logon. https://www.eappsdb.com/Login.asp

    Contact the parish office at 830-833-5227 with any issues 

registering or with any questions about EIM training. Thank you 

for answering the call to serve!

Support for Caregivers in Central Texas
Grant to increase Local Demetia Support

Caring for someone living with dementia? You are not alone!

Resources and referrals * Classes on dementia care * Support groups and services

Contact us for more information and support.

Email: infoadrd@capcog.org

512-916-6021

Website: www.aaacap.org

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday, December 5th

8:30 am to 6:00 pm in the 

St. Ferdinand Chapel

(with Incense)

Confessions: (8:30-9:30am)

You are invited Friday, December 5th, to come and receive the 

graces promised from the source of ultimate love, Jesus Christ.

Won’t you set aside time this Friday to go to Adoration?

“A Cup of Hope”

Tea Party

Looking for a Special Christmas Gift for a special 

woman in your life?  Tickets for the St. Anne’s Altar Society “A 

Cup of Hope” Tea Party will be on sale next weekend, December 

13 & 14, 2025 in the St. Ferdinand foyer after the 5 pm Mass on 

Saturday and the 11 am Mass on Sunday. We will share Faith, 

Food, and Fellowship on Saturday, February 7, 2026, at 10 am.  

Cost is $30 per ticket.

Contact Vicki Guidry at guidryvicki@gmail.com 

or call 713-302-0860 for more information.

Young Catholic Professionals: Grow in Faith & Fellowship

Are you a Catholic young adult in your 20s or 30s striving to live out your faith while building 

your career? Young Catholic Professionals (YCP) Austin brings together young adults from 

across the city to grow in holiness, develop as leaders, and form authentic friendships and 

professional networks. Through speaker events, networking, mentorship, and spiritual forma-

tion, YCP equips members to integrate faith with work and daily life. Connect with YCP Austin 

today to see up-coming events and join a community of young professionals answering the call 

to holiness. Visit youngcatholicprofessionals.org for more information.

Retreat for men at Eagle’s Wings

                                                                   Eagle's Wings Retreat Center in Burnet will offer Renew, a retreat for men 18 and older, 

                                                                   on Jan. 10-11. In the modern era, our days are filled with tasks, stresses, distractions 

                                                                   and endless to-do lists. Men are invited to get away, to retreat from the daily grind and 

                                                                   spend some time with the Lord. With talks by Taylor Schroll of Forte Catholic, Renew is 

                                                                   an opportunity to slow down and spend time in prayer, the Sacraments, and fellowship 

                                                                   with other men from across the Diocese. Visit ewrc.org/renew for more information.

Have you ever taken the time to sit and enjoy an early-morning sunrise? It’s almost haunting the way the sky 

gradually shifts from pitch black to deep gold. Now imagine you were an astronaut on the International Space 

Station. First, you see the Earth’s horizon and, above it, the complete darkness of space. Then, in almost an 

instant, the brilliant light of the sun breaks over the horizon, blanketing the Earth in light.

     This shift from darkness to light is the analogy that Zechariah used to describe the birth of his son, John, and 

the coming Messiah whom John was called to announce. The “dawn from on high” was just about to break upon 

the people of God (Luke 1:78).

     What a beautiful image for where we are right now! Jesus is just about to appear! He’s just about to dispel the 

darkness of sin, division, and all that is opposed to his message of salvation. The dawning of his light, prefigured by the star of Bethlehem, contains 

the promise of everything that humanity had longed for from the moment our ancestors first sinned.

     Even today, God longs to shine the light of his love into every person’s heart. The need is so great! Millions around the world are still caught in 

darkness—and some don’t even know that they are looking for him!

     So on Christmas Eve, contemplate the light that will break upon the world tomorrow. It’s the light of joy, of peace, of tranquility, that came when 

God first entered the world as one of us. And it’s still shining today, as bright as ever.

     As you await the dawning of that light, keep praying for those lost in darkness. Pray that the men and women who have not yet encountered the 

light of the gospel will be touched by its good news during this Christmas season. Pray that those who have closed themselves off from the light will 

now be open to receiving it. May we all be set on fire with the light of Christ’s love!

“Come, Lord, and shine your light on the hearts of all your people this Christmas! May the radiance of your love dispel all darkness!”

The dawn from on high shall break upon us. (Luke 1:78)

Dear sons & daughters,

Here we are at my second Christmas with y’all! Let me tell you 

again, this has been the happiest time of my life, and we’re just 

getting started! Christmas is such a special time in many ways, but 

of course none higher than the birth of our salvation. Know of my 

continued prayers for all of you, and many blessings on any and all 

of your travels!

With a grateful heart,

Father Kyle



Good Shepherd
J o h nson C it y

Religious Education Classes:

PreK – 5th Grade: Wednesdays from 6:00 - 7:00 pm in the RE Building. 

First Communion Class (2nd Grade): Wednesdays from 6:00 - 7:00 pm 

in the RE Building. 

Middle School Youth Ministry (6th – 8th Grade): Middle School classes 

are held in the summer (2-week Summer Camp).

8th Grade (Pre-Confirmation): Classes are held once a month on the 

third Sunday of each month from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. 

OCIA and Sacrament Preparation Classes:  The Order of Christian 

Initiation for Adults and Adapted for Children is offered at Good Shepherd. 

If someone needs to discuss Sacrament preparation for adult or child 

classes, please schedule an appointment with Margie Vasquez to discuss 

the process and class times. Classes are offered in Spanish or English.

2025-2026 Confirmation Classes: 

Students interested in registering for Confirmation class for 2025-2026 

must be enrolled in RICH Youth Ministry Classes. Students must also 

have completed 1 year of pre-confirmation or 8th grade classes prior to 

enrolling. Students must be at least 14 years of age at the time class 

starts.

If you would like to register your child for Religious Education,

Please contact Elissa Malinovsky at 

cre@stferdinandblanco.org. 

Looking to get involved?

  If you are interested in helping the religious education program 

in any way, please reach out to

Elissa Malinovsky at cre@stferdinandblanco.org. 

There are many ways to serve!

St. Ferdinand
B la n c o

Every Sunday: PreK - 8th Grade 9-10:30 AM classes at the RE 

building and the parish hall.

Are you interested in volunteering by being a sub or a class 

assistant in RE Sunday mornings? Please come help with special 

crafts and activities with RE. If this is something you would like to 

help in, please contact the DRE. Also, please sign up for an EIM 

workshop. All volunteers must participate in EIM. Information and 

instructions on how to sign up for an EIM workshop are below. 

*Those receiving the sacraments of 1st Holy Communion or 

Confirmation please sign in to track mass attendance at the 

narthex. Ask the greeters for the sign in log.

If you have any questions on registration or sacrament preparation 

or would like to volunteer in RE please contact Monica Villegas at 

830-833-0444 or at dre@stferdinandblanco.org.

EIM COMPLIANCE INFORMATION
The mission of the Diocese of Austin’s Ethics and Integrity in 

Ministry (EIM) program is to help protect people from abuse and 

unethical behavior through education, action, and reporting, and to 

listen to and learn from those who have experienced abuse in order 

to provide healing. EIM compliance is required for persons active in 

most ministries in the diocese. Looking for resources and information 

about safeguarding children and other vulnerable people? Do you 

want to volunteer and are new to the EIM process? Are you returning 

to ministry and already have an EIM account? Visit 

austindiocese.org/eim to learn more about EIM policies and 

procedures and how they help keep our parishes and schools safer 

for everyone. Contact your parish or school’s EIM site administrator, 

or eim@austindiocese.org, for additional assistance. Please note that 

when your compliance is 60 days away from its expiration, you will 

receive an email from system@virtus.org prompting you to login and 

complete the required action per the email. 

Parent Reminders:

Dec 21st and 28th: No RE Sunday morning classes

Jan 4th 2026: RE Sunday morning classes resume

Parent Reminder:

The last class of 2025 will be on December 17. 

We will take a break for the holidays and resume class on 

January 14, 2026.

May the coming of the infant Jesus fill your hearts 

and homes with joy and lasting peace.

mailto:cre@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:cre@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:dre@stferdinandblanco.org




P l e a s e s u p p o r t O u r s p o n s o r s

Kim & Ryan Bayless

P: 512.810.0010
Kim.bayless@sothebysrealty.com

Kimbayless.kuperrealty.com

Ryanbayless.kuperrealty.com

7792 E U.S. Hwy 290

Johnson City, TX  78636

830.225.4701

westhenlyboilshack.com

Thur—Sun: 11am - 8pm

ANDREW FORSBERG

830-385-0348
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