
SAINT FERDINAND & GOOD SHEPHERD

WEEKEND MASSES:

St. Ferdinand

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.

First full weekend of each month:

Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. (Bilingual Mass)

Good Shepherd

Sunday: 9 a.m.

For a complete weekday

Mass Schedule and Mass Intentions,

please see the next page

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

(CONFESSION):

St. Ferdinand

Wednesday: 7:15 a.m.-7:40 a.m. (Chapel)

Saturday: 3:45 p.m.-4:40 p.m. (Church)

Good Shepherd

Thursday: 5:15 p.m.-5:40 p.m.

Sunday: 8:15 a.m.-8:40 a.m.

(or by appointment)

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday through Friday

12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

CHAPEL HOURS:

Monday: 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Tuesday/Thursday/Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Wednesday: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

WEBSITES:

W W W.STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG 

W W W.GOODSHEPHERD-JCTX.ORG

PHYSICAL ADDRESSES:

St. Ferdinand 

25 MAIN STREET

BLANCO, TEXAS  78606

Good Shepherd

285 US 281 LOOP ROAD

JOHNSON CITY, TEXAS  78636

Good Shepherd

MAILING ADDRESS:

c/o ST. FERDINAND CATHOLIC CHURCH

25 MAIN ST.

BLANCO, TEXAS 78606

PHONE NUMBERS:

OFFICE PHONE: (830) 833-5227

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (830) 833-0444

GENERAL INFORMATION &

BULLETIN INQUIRIES:

ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N

Saint Mary  Help of Christians Chapel & Cemetery

Catholic Churches

Pastor

Rev. Fr. Kyle Nesrsta

pastor@stferdinandblanco.org 

Deacon Jessie Esquivel

dcn.jessie.esquivel@gmail.com 

Cathy Cudd, Parish Business Administrator

830-833-4890

cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Dora Alegria, Secretary/Receptionist

830-833-5227

dora@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand–DRE – Monica Villegas

830-833-0444 

DRE@stferdinandblanco.org 

Office hours/Horarios de Oficina: 

Mon.&Fri./Lunes&Viernes 3:00-7:30pm

Tues.&Wed./Martes&Miércoles 12:00-6:00pm

Sat. 8:00am-12:00pm; Sun. 8:00-11:00am

Sábado 8:00am-12:00pm; Domingo 8:00am-11:00am

Youth Ministers

Volunteers Needed!

830-833-5227

admin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Good Shepherd – Elissa Malinovsky

Coordinator of RE

830-833-5227

CRE@stferdinandblanco.org 

St. Ferdinand Pastoral Council:

Marilyn Bowman        Norberto Mendez

Tim Hayford               Maria Villegas

Mary Jane Hill            Darrel Wagner

PARISH BULLETIN |  July 19, 2026, Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor

Rev. Fr. Kyle Nesrsta

pastor@stferdinandblanco.org 

Deacon Jessie Esquivel

dcn.jessie.esquivel@gmail.com 

Cathy Cudd, Parish Business Administrator

830-833-4890

cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Dora Alegria, Secretary/Receptionist

830-833-5227

dora@stferdinandblanco.org

St. Ferdinand–DRE – Monica Villegas

830-833-0444 

DRE@stferdinandblanco.org 

Office hours/Horarios de Oficina: 

Mon.&Fri./Lunes&Viernes 3:00-7:30pm

Tues. &Wed./Martes&Miércoles 12:00-6:00pm

Sat. 8:00am-12:00pm; Sun. 8:00-11:00am

Sábado 8:00am-12:00pm; Domingo 8:00am-11:00am

Youth Ministers – Volunteers Needed!

830-833-5227

youth@stferdinandblanco.org 

Good Shepherd – Elissa Malinovsky, Coordinator of RE

830-833-5227

CRE@stferdinandblanco.org 

Good Shepherd Pastoral Council:

Phil Lietz                Michael Street

Rebecca Geier       Paul Malinovsky      

Cheryl Todd

Good Shepherd Finance Council:

Jim Araas      Nieves Rodriguez

Diane Burke      Rita Summy

St. Ferdinand Finance Council:

Nancy Biggs        Pete Powell

Paul Case   Dana Wagner
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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s & G u e s t s

Thank you for celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our parish or 

joining the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office. For information concerning reception of Baptism, First 

Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick, contact the Church office. Parent interviews 

for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance. Marriage and Quinceañera arrangements need to be 

made with the priest at least nine months in advance. Holy Communion can be brought to the sick on request. If you know of 

anyone in need, please call the office. Church Office: 830-833-5227.

(For other Mass and Confession Times in the area, visit masstimes.org.)

Masses for July 18 – July 26, 2026

Please continue to pray for comfort and healing for the sick 

in our parish community. In addition, please ask the Lord 

for wisdom for their doctors and nurses, rest for their 

caregivers, and peace and strength for their family and 

friends.

                   We are proud of all those in our parish 

                   who are serving and protecting our

country. Thank you and God bless all of you.

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,  please 

email: admin@stferdinandblanco.org. Unless you are an immediate 

family member, please obtain permission from the person whose 

name is being placed on the list prior to submission.

Esperanza Amezcua

Lucia Carbary

Maribel Chapa

Betty Deringer

Paul Deringer

Roselle Fischler

Pete Garcia

Rosa Garza

Sharon Glosson

Keito Gorum

Jim Gronke

Derek Haltom

Janice Hambright

Joe Hancock

Myles Harris

Levi James Hayford

Charles Jennings

Grant Jones

Randall Jones

Diane Kainer

Robbie Llanos

Jane Martin

Camila Martinez

Jonah Martinez

Juan Martinez

Tim Nance

Coleman Nelson

Devin Newsome

Maureen O’Hagan

Lacy Peterson

Tim Polster

Charles Reinert

Sid Reinert

Maria G. Rios

Buddy Roessler

Lupe Ruvalcaba

Josie Salazar

Geneva Sepeda

Santiago Sepeda

Josh Strodtbeck

Tracy Strube

Antonio Tapia

Barbara Turley

Jacob Umanzor

India Vance

Eva Vargas

Juan Vargas

Pedro Villegas

Aleigh Wessels

Daniel Zamora

Polo Zamora

Susie Zamora

Joyce Zarsky

We would like to welcome our new parishioner to 

Good Shepherd Church:

Cyril and Amy Keilers

Bulletin Archives

Are you looking for information from a past bulletin? Visit 

our website for a complete list of all past bulletins.

for St. Ferdinand: www.stferdinandblanco.org or 

for Good Shepherd: www.goodshepherd-jctx.org 

Vocations Chalice for St. Ferdinand

This is a great opportunity each week for a family 

to take home the Chalice and pray as a family for 

vocations! We will provide a binder of prayers, but 

of course, any prayers may be used. If any of you 

are interested in being in the rotation for taking 

home the Chalice, please contact the office and let 

us know! The more families, the better!

Saturday, July 18th (SF)      5:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Terri Hendon by Bob and Nancy Davis

Saturday, July 18th (SF)      7:00 p.m.

Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Sunday, July 19th (GS)      9:00 a.m.

Brendan Rozylowicz by Cheryl Todd

Sunday, July 19th    11:00 a.m.

†Holy Souls in Purgatory by Walter and Lupe Smith

Tuesday, July 21st (SF)      8:00 a.m.

Spiritual Well Being of Michael Serrano by Teresa Rosales

 

Wednesday, July 22nd (SF)      8:00 a.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Sandra Rodriguez by James and Anne Seymour

Thursday, July 23rd (SF)      8:00 a.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Jack Cudd by James and Anne Seymour

Thursday, July 23rd (GS)      6:00 p.m.

Megan Rozylowicz by Cheryl Todd

Friday, July 24th (SF)      8:00 a.m.

Spiritual Well Being of Michael Serrano by Teresa Rosales

Saturday, July 25th (SF)      5:00 p.m.

†Repose of the Soul of Tim Ivy by Debbie and Mason Pierce

Saturday, July 25th (SF)      7:00 p.m.

Spiritual Well Being of Michael Serrano by Teresa Rosales

Sunday, July 26th (GS)      9:00 a.m.

Birthday Blessings for Nieves Rodriguez by Maria Rodriguez

Sunday, July 26th    11:00 a.m.

Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Men’s RENEWAL Retreat

This year the Men’s RENEWAL Retreat will take 

place from the evening of Thursday, Sept. 24th 

through Sunday, Sept. 27th. Please use the  

QR code to register as soon as possible—spots 

are limited and will fill quickly. We look forward 

to seeing you there.

Masses at St. Mary Help of Christians Chapel

1051 RM 473, Twin Sisters

               Tuesday, September 8, 2026, 8:00 am

                 Monday, November 2, 2026, 8:00 am

       Cemetery Council: Miller Crawford, John Duran, 

            Carole George, Gina McKinney, Sara Sweeney

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST NEEDED!

A piano player or guitarist is needed to accompany 

the choir in providing music during our sacred 

liturgies. A stipend is available. Please contact 

Debbie for more information, (713) 562-0228.

     Blanco delivers weekly Meals on Wheels to elderly and disabled 

individuals and families every Tuesday throughout the year! If you know 

of anyone who is in need of meals, please contact Cathy at the Parish 

office or call Matt at 830-833-5745. To qualify, recipients need only be 

60 years of age or older and be on Medicare.

     St. Ferdinand delivers meals during the months of June and 

November. If you would like to volunteer, please also contact Cathy or 

Matt. 
                Please consider this excellent corporal work of mercy!
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Parish Organizations & Meeting Times

GS and SF Grief Support Ministry

If you have lost a loved one or are going through a sickness or ailment 

and are having a hard time processing or feeling supported through this 

difficult time, we have services and resources to help you both process 

and heal spiritually and mentally.  If you would like to attend, please 

contact the parish office or email Margie@stferdinandblanco.org. 

Good Shepherd Bible Study

Meets every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. If you’re interested in joining, please 

contact Cheryl Todd at 630-294-0230 or email at crozy@icloud.com.

Good Shepherd Contemplative Prayer

Every 1st Tuesday of the month for April through October at 6:00 p.m. 

in the Church, Contact: Katie Shafford at 512 925-4472.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Contact: Nieves Rodriguez 830-798-5502. 

Good Shepherd Rosary

The Holy Rosary is recited every Wednesday in the Church at 11:00 a.m. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ed Harry at 936-293-0064.

Good Shepherd Women’s Circle

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the RE Building. 

Contact: Cindy Wiggins, 830-290-3033. 

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)

If you are interested in becoming Catholic or helping out, please contact 

the parish office at 830-833-5227.

St. Anne’s Altar Society

Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month following the 8:00 a.m. Mass in 

the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall. The next meeting is September 2, 

2026.

St. Ferdinand Altar Server Training

Meets the third Sunday of the month at St. Ferdinand at 8:30 a.m. 

(following school schedule).

St. Ferdinand Men of Faith

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand 

Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand Parish Choir

Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m. Call 713-562-0228 for more 

information.

St. Ferdinand RENEWAL Retreats

If you would like information about our RENEWAL Retreats, please email 

Renewal.St.Ferd@gmail.com.

St. Ferdinand Women of Faith

Fall Faith Study on Tuesdays in September and October. Mornings 9:00 

- 11:00 AM OR Evenings 6:00 - 8:00 PM. St. Ferdinand RE Bldg. All 

women are welcome! Registration after 5:00 PM and 11:00 AM Masses in 

August. Email: we.are.women.of.faith@gmail.com for more information.

Estudio Biblico

Todos los martes de 6-8:30pm en el RICH house (trailer juvenil) de la 

iglesia de San Fernando. Llama al 512-563-3146 para mas informacion.

Santo Rosario

Primer lunes de cada mes a las 6pm en la Capilla. Llama al Rosa Vargas 

210-800-3453 para mas informacion.

Good Shepherd Altar Flowers this

weekend are in Honor of 

JoAnn and J.B. Verdina

by Diane and Geoff Perrin

If you would like to donate flowers for the Altar for someone, 

fill out the envelope provided at the entrance to the church.

St. Ferdinand:

Regular Collection

Peter’s Pence

Building Fund

Good Shepherd:

Regular Collection

Peter’s Pence

$5,689.32

$1,296.10

$550.00

$1,278.00

$352.00

Weekend of July 12
Thank you for your generosity!

T h e  S e c o n d  C o l l e c t i o n  t o d a y  i s  f o r

t h e  B l a c k  B a g  w h i c h  h e l p s  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  

n e e d y  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

Our condolences go out to Diane Perrin on the death of her 

husband, Geoffrey Perrin, who passed away Wednesday, 

June 3rd. Services were held at Good Shepherd Church with 

burial at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Twin Sisters on June 13th. 

Please pray for Diane, Geoffrey, and their family.

If you know of someone who is in need of Anointing 

of the Sick (Last Rites), call the parish office at 830-

833-5227. If you are out of the area, find the closest 

Catholic Church and ask for a Priest. Asking the 

hospital chaplain’s office is not recommended.

MassPreparation
July 26th, Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time

First Reading:  1 Kings 3:5,7-12
Solomon pleases God when he asks for a wise and understanding 
heart to better govern the people.

Psalm:  119:57,72,76-77,127-130
The law of the Lord is more precious than silver and gold.

Second Reading:  Romans 8:28-30
God chose us to be conformed to the image of his Son.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:44-52
Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of Heaven.

St. Ferdinand Men of Faith

Monthly Communal Rosary

Sunday, June 7

     The St. Ferdinand Men of Faith’s Monthly Communal Rosary will 

now take place in the main Church. They would like to invite all 

members of our parish to come recite the Rosary at 10:30am on Sunday 

before the 11am Mass, June 7. Our goal is to have enough families 

participating that each Hail Mary and Our Father would be led by a 

different member of the parish. 

Communion for the Homebound

If you know of someone who is unable to get to Mass 

but would like to receive Communion, call the parish 

office at 830-833-5227. We will contact an 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion who will 

bring Communion to the parishioner’s home.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday, July 3

8:30 am to 6:00 pm in the 

St. Ferdinand Chapel

(with Incense)

Confessions: 8:30-9:30am, 5:00-6:00pm

You are invited Friday, July 3rd, to come and receive the graces 

promised from the source of ultimate love, Jesus Christ.

Won’t you set aside time this Friday to go to Adoration?

Calendar of Events
St. Ferdinand

August 1 – First Saturday Mass, 9am, St. Ferdinand Chapel

August 2 – 11am Bilingual Mass, Pot Luck Meal in Parish Hall

August 7 – First Friday Adoration, 8:30am to 6pm w/Incense

August 7 – Movie Night in the Parish Hall, 6pm, “The Girl that Believes in

                 Miracles”

Calendar of Events
Good Shepherd

August 1 – First Saturday Mass, 9am, St. Ferdinand Chapel

August 6 – First Thursday Adoration, 10am to 5:30pm w/Incense

August 7 – Movie Night in the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall, 6pm, “The Girl 

                  that Believes in Miracles”

We would like to welcome our new parishioners to

St. Ferdinand Church: 

James and Lisa LaLonde

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, July 2nd

10:00am to 5:30pm at 

Good Shepherd (with Incense)

Confessions: 10:00am-11:00am; 4:30-5:30pm

You are invited Thursday, July 2nd, to come and receive the graces 

promised from the source of ultimate love, Jesus Christ.

Won’t you set aside time this Thursday to go to Adoration?

The Annual St. Ferdinand Gala is Coming!

   The upcoming annual St. Ferdinand fundraising Gala 

will be held on Saturday, September 12th, at 

6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. The theme is “Camo by 

Candlelight.” Don your favorite camo attire and join your 

friends for a star-filled evening of food and fellowship!

     We are requesting donations for the live auction and 

item raffle. We ask that all live auction items be valued 

over $400 and raffle items be valued at $50 or more.

     Additionally, we seek volunteers for committees, 

including beverage, decorating, item raffle, live auction, 

ticket sales, and more. Sign-up sheets will be available

in the narthex after all Masses.

     Please help St. Ferdinand thrive and continue to

serve the people of Blanco.

We joyfully announce that Barry Balser and Mary “Cyl” Mutchler 

intend to be united in holy Matrimony on July 25, 2026 at St. 

Ferdinand’s. If anyone knows of any reason why these two should 

not be married, please make it known to the Pastor, Fr. Kyle, or 

the Diocese as soon as possible.
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JOIN THE ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON WOMEN’S GIVING CIRCLE

     The Office of Stewardship and Development has launched the Diocese of Austin Women's Giving Circle — a new initiative 

uniting Catholic women in faith, generosity, and community impact. This initiative is inspired by our patron saint, St. Elizabeth 

Ann Seton, whose legacy of service and compassion continues to guide us. Our inaugural goal is to unite 200 women in faith, 

award five transformative grants, and distribute $100,000 to organizations and individuals whose work reflects the Gospel call 

to serve. Together, we are building a legacy of love, impact, and spiritual sisterhood.

     We will host three events throughout the year including:

• Mass and lunch - (February)

• Sip & Learn – Wine and appetizers where grant applicants present their need for the grant and members vote (April)

• Mass and lunch – check presentation to grant recipients (June)

     Join us and/or sponsor another woman so we can pass on the legacy of Catholic philanthropy. QUESTIONS? Email Lisa Rosenberger or call (512) 

940-7381 or Margaret Kappel at (512) 949-2444. 

Learn more at www.austindiocese.org/womens-giving-circle.

Support for Caregivers in Central Texas
Grant to increase Local Demetia Support

Caring for someone living with dementia? You are not alone!

Resources and referrals * Classes on dementia care * Support groups and services

Contact us for more information and support.

Email: infoadrd@capcog.org

512-916-6021

Website: www.aaacap.org

In his parables, Jesus often made use of familiar, everyday objects to capture his listeners’ imagination and help them see God’s 

work from a new perspective. In today’s Gospel, he uses a tiny mustard seed to illustrate the surprising nature of God’s kingdom. “It is 

the smallest of all the seeds, yet . . . . becomes a large bush, and the ‘birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches’” (Matthew 

13:32). Great things, Jesus is saying, can come from small beginnings.

     We see this principle play out in the history of the Church. From their hiding place in the upper room, Jesus’ disciples took the 

message of his resurrection to the whole world. Through the power of the Spirit and the preaching of those first apostles, the Church 

grew—and continues to grow—in phenomenal ways.

    Sometimes, though, God’s work may have such tiny, unimpressive beginnings and grow so slowly that we barely notice it. This 

tends to be true in our spiritual lives, too. That kind of growth is often hidden, like the yeast that the woman put into “three 

measures” of flour (Matthew 13:33). We may not see dramatic signs of Christian maturity in ourselves or our loved ones right away. 

On the contrary, it can be easy to spot the “weeds” in our lives and our world that seem to take root and grow so quickly. And that can 

be discouraging!

     That’s why Jesus encourages us to remember the mustard seed. He wants us to trust in the goodness of the seed of faith he has 

placed within us and in his Church. He wants us to keep looking for the green shoots of his kingdom. And he wants us to keep asking 

for the grace to nurture their growth in ourselves and the people around us.

     So don’t worry! God’s work often starts off small and slow. He is faithful, and his seed will bear fruit!

“Lord Jesus, thank you that your grace is always at work. Help me to see it.”

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed. (Matthew 13:31)

Time to renew our FORMED subscription

FORMED has been called a “Catholic Netflix,” and offers inspiring movies and video-based studies, audio talks, and e-books from the Church's 

most compelling speakers and authors, in English and in Spanish. Speakers like Vinny Flynn, Peter Kreeft, Fr Mike Schmitz, Mike Aquilina, 

Dr Brant Pitre and Dr Scott Hahn. A variety of programs on FORMED are featured in the bulletin and on our parish website.

   St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd have subscribed to FORMED for the past several years so that each of us might grow in our relationship with 

Jesus Christ and in our desire and ability to share that faith with others, especially those closest to us. Our current parish-wide subscription will 

expire on August 7th. The cost to renew the subscription is $1099. A parish-wide subscription can be shared with anyone within our parish 

boundaries, including our neighbors and guests from other faiths.

   If you would be willing to make a donation toward the cost of a parish-wide subscription available to all residents 

within both the St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd parish boundaries, please contact the parish office at 830-833-5227.



EIM COMPLIANCE INFORMATION

The mission of the Diocese of Austin’s Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) program is to help protect people from abuse and unethical behavior 

through education, action, and reporting, and to listen to and learn from those who have experienced abuse in order to provide healing. EIM com- 

pliance is required for persons active in most ministries in the diocese. Looking for resources and information about safeguarding children and other 

vulnerable people? Do you want to volunteer and are new to the EIM process? Are you returning to ministry and already have an EIM account? Visit 

austindiocese.org/eim to learn more about EIM policies and procedures and how they help keep our parishes and schools safer for everyone. Contact 

your parish or school’s EIM site administrator, or eim@austindiocese.org, for additional assistance. Please note that when your compliance is 60 days 

away from its expiration, you will receive an email from system@virtus.org prompting you to login and complete the required action per the email. 

REPORT ABUSE

Report abuse of a minor, elderly adult, or an adult with a disability to local law enforcement or the Texas Abuse Hotline at www.txabusehotline.org or 

(800) 252-5400 and the diocese at www.austindiocese.org/report-abuse or (512) 949-2447.

HAVE YOU, OR HAS SOMEONE YOU KNOW, EXPERIENCED ABUSE?

Bishop Joe S. Vásquez and the Diocese of Austin are committed to providing compassionate care to persons who have experienced abuse, particularly 

if committed by clergy or a church representative. If you or someone you know have experienced such abuse, contact the diocesan Coordinator of 

Victim Assistance and Pastoral Support at EIM-VAC@austindiocese.org.

REPORT UNETHICAL BEHAVIOR

Report unethical behavior by a person serving in ministry to the diocese at (512) 949-2447.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, June 4th

10:00am to 5:30pm at 

Good Shepherd (with Incense)

Confessions: 10:00am-11:00am; 4:30-5:30pm

You are invited Thursday, June 4th, to come and receive the graces 

promised from the source of ultimate love, Jesus Christ.

Won’t you set aside time this Thursday to go to Adoration?

ETHICS AND INTEGRITY IN MINISTRY (EIM) TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

An in person ENGLISH EIM workshop will be conducted on Saturday, June 20th, from 9am-12pm at St. Ferdinand in their Parish Hall. All 

attendees MUST REGISTER no later than the day prior to the workshop—i.e., WALK-INS ARE NOT PERMITTED. Please arrive promptly, as 

late arrivals will not be permitted entrance. You can register at https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/37767/reg_2.cfm?theme=0. For help signing 

up, please contact Dora Alegria in the Parish Office. 

     Reminder: if you plan on volunteering for church events or want to participate in a ministry you are required by the Austin Diocese to complete an 

EIM workshop either in person or a live virtual event.

Cedarbrake Retreats

Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Temple will host the Life-Giving Wounds Retreat July 31-Aug. 2. This three-day 

retreat for young adults and adults with divorced parents invites participants to move through the broken image of love in 

their parents’ relationship to their deepest identity found in God. The retreat gives participants a greater understanding of 

the wound of divorce and how it affects their lives, offers advice about the difficulties concerning love and trust of others, 

and explains how the Catholic faith, spiritual practices, and the sacraments are essential to self-knowledge and healing. 

Details: austindiocese.org/cedarbrake or call (254) 780-2436.

Living as His Beloved One: A Journey from Silence to Surrender to Boldness will be offered Aug. 1 at Cedarbrake Catholic 

Retreat Center in Temple. “See what love the Father has bestowed on us, that we may be called the children of God. Yet so 

we are.” (1 Jn 3:1) The spiritual life unfolds in seasons — and each season calls us to grow. What if, in the silence, God is 

forming something deeper in you? In this retreat, we will reflect on the lives of five women in Scripture who show us how to 

walk with God through silence, surrender, and bold faith. Their witness challenges us to step forward with courage as the 

beloved sons and daughters we are called to be. Join Mary Pomeroy, retreat leader and spiritual director, to walk this path 

together and learn to live more fully as his beloved. The cost is $50, lunch is included. Details: austindiocese.org/cedarbrake or call (254) 780-2436.

I found him whom my heart loves. (Song of Songs 3:4)

Dear sons & daughters,

     As I mentioned a few weeks ago, it is always good to take time to reflect on how we can share our gifts with others.

     Therefore, on to the next portion of the Pastor Wishlist! Here are a couple of things that I’ve wanted for a long while, but kept 

getting pushed back:

• Sports Fields – I would like to provide some more play areas and equipment for our kids and youth! At St. Ferdinand, this 

will be the field between the RICH House and Elm Street (which will need to be tilled – there is a lot of debris in the ground 

from the former buildings); at Good Shepherd, obviously it will be the only field we have (where we park on Sundays). For 

both locations, let’s do 2 soccer goals, a volleyball net, and a gaga pit (look it up if you like), with accompanying balls for 

each. If you would like to help build, purchase, or install these, please let us know!

• Gardening/Landscaping Crew – I would like some parishioners that are familiar with landscaping, gardening, etc. to help 

beautify our campuses! This is not easy to do in the Hill Country, but I’ve heard several people who agree that this should 

be revived. Let’s make beautiful spaces for parishioners and visitors alike! If you would like to help in the dirt or supply the plants, please let us 

know!

I am in hopes that some of you can help us with one or both of these projects. It is always ideal to recruit parishioners before going outside – that way, 

we contribute to our own home!

     Please e-mail me or call the office if any of you are interested (I will not remember if you simply mention it to me after Mass). I will also accept your 

suggestions of who I might contact – feel free to throw your neighbors “under the bus”!

Pax et bonum,

Uncle Father Kyle

St. Mary Magdalene, July 22

     If you were looking for a saint whose life is a story of humble, dedicated love for Jesus, you might find all you need in Mary 

Magdalene, whose feast we celebrate Wednesday, July 22nd. In Mary, we see someone who had found, like the bride in the 

Song of Songs, “him whom my heart loves” (3:4).

     But Mary hadn’t found a husband or her beloved in the physical sense. No, she found Jesus, the One whose love had set 

her free from sin and desperation and filled her deepest needs. Through him, the demons that once held her in bondage and 

torment had been cast away, and Mary never forgot what he had done. So she stayed close to him wherever he went. She 

heard him preach powerful sermons and rebuke religious leaders. She saw him heal and deliver countless people, just as he 

had done for her. She even stayed by his side as he gave up his life on the cross.

     After Jesus’ death, when most of the other disciples hid in fear, Mary went to the tomb as soon as she could. And while she 

may have been afraid, something compelled her to go find him. The love that had transformed her life propelled her to follow 

Jesus even into the most uncomfortable, dangerous places. As a result, she became the first witness to the risen Christ and 

the first one to proclaim, “I have seen the Lord” (John 20:18)!

     When we encounter Jesus, we meet the One whom our heart loves. And in him, those things that once bound us in fear or 

shame lose their grip. Even more, as we are set free, his love compels us to follow him.

     You may not have experienced anything quite as dramatic as having seven demons cast out of you, but perhaps you can 

think of some sin that used to keep you bound that you no longer struggle with. Or perhaps your life was headed in one direction and took a very 

different turn after you met Jesus. Praise God for all those miracles! And if there’s a part of you that needs more of his love and power, invite him in. Let 

him keep transforming you.

“Jesus, you are the One whom my heart loves.”

Project Stephen is an opportunity to walk with other men and their 

wives who are also discerning a deeper relationship with God and 

whether that includes answering God’s call through service as a deacon. 

Over the course of eight sessions, attendees will have the opportunity to 

learn about who the deacon is and how he serves in word, liturgy, and 

charity; the history and development of the diaconate; and, the four 

pillars of formation. In addition, one will discover how to discern well, 

with a focus on prayer as the way God communicates his life and makes 

his presence known in the soul. This fall, all Project Stephen meetings 

will occur on the following Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m.:

• Aug. 16: Diocese of Austin Pastoral Center in Austin

• Sept.13: St. Joseph Catholic Church (Bryan)

• Sept. 27: Christ the King Catholic Church Parish Hall (Belton)

• Oct. 18: Diocese of Austin Pastoral Center in Austin

• Nov. 8: St. Jerome Catholic Church Parish Hall (Waco)

• Nov. 15: St. Mary Catholic Center (College Station)

For more information, go to the Austin Diocese website at: 

https://www.austindiocese.org/project-Stephen. Or email

diaconateformation@austindiocese.org.

Graphic content: Image of St. Stephen the Protomartyr was one of the early 

Christians chosen to serve the community and recognized in the Acts of the Apostles 

as one of the first deacons.

Nicholas Pinkerton is currently volunteering 

                                   with the Travis Manion Foundation as part of a 

                                   book tour designed to help spread the message 

                                   that “Character Does Matter.” During the event, 

                                   he reads Things My Brother Used to Say, written 

                                   by Ryan Manion about her brother, Travis 

                                   Manion, and the values that 

                                   continue to inspire service 

                                   and leadership today.

     The program lasts approximately 45 minutes 

and begins with a brief introduction about the 

Character Does Matter initiative by a veteran or 

Gold Star family member. Nicholas then reads the 

book while the pages are projected behind him for 

the children to follow along. Following the reading, 

the children participate in a few simple character-

building  activities, such as identifying a personal 

promise they want to keep, drawing a picture, or writing about 

something they are grateful for.

     The event concludes with a patriotic presentation of the Air Force 

Band’s This Flag (pre-recorded), a free raffle for a hard copy of the book, 

and the presentation of WRRF dog tags to each child in attendance.

     While the primary audience is children ages 13 and under, families 

and children of all ages are welcome to participate. Please come join us 

in the Parish Hall on Friday, July 24th, at 6:00pm!



Good Shepherd
J o h nson C it y

PreK-5th Grade RE (including First Holy Communion) classes meet on 

Wednesday evenings during the school year from 6-7 pm. Classes begin 

September 2nd. Please register no later than July 27.

8th Grade Pre-Confirmation classes are held once a month on the third 

Sunday of each month from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. Students must attend 

Pre-Confirmation classes during their 8th grade year in order to register 

for Confirmation classes in 9th grade. Email cre@stferdinandblanco.org for 

more information.

2026-2027 Confirmation Preparation registration is now open! Please 

see RICH info in the bulletin for registration information. Students must 

also be registered in RICH and have completed one year of pre-

Confirmation or 8th grade classes to enroll. 

If you would like to register your child for Religious Education,

Please contact Elissa Malinovsky at 

cre@stferdinandblanco.org.

Looking to get involved?

  If you are interested in helping the religious education 

program in any way, please reach out to

Elissa Malinovsky at cre@stferdinandblanco.org. 

There are many ways to serve!

St. Ferdinand
B la n c o

Every Sunday: PreK - 8th Grade 9-10:30 AM classes at the RE 

building and the parish hall.

OCIA: classes on Wednesday evening starting at 6:00 PM

Are you interested in volunteering by being a sub or a class 

assistant in RE Sunday mornings? Please come help with special 

crafts and activities with RE. If this is something you would like to 

help in, please contact the DRE. Also, please sign up for an EIM 

workshop. All volunteers must participate in EIM. Information and 

instructions on how to sign up for an EIM workshop are below. 

*Those receiving the sacraments of 1st Holy Communion or 

Confirmation please sign in to track Mass attendance at the 

narthex. Ask the greeters for the sign in log.

If you have any questions on registration or sacrament preparation 

or would like to volunteer in RE please contact Monica Villegas at 

830-833-0444 or at dre@stferdinandblanco.org.

EIM COMPLIANCE INFORMATION
The mission of the Diocese of Austin’s Ethics and Integrity in 

Ministry (EIM) program is to help protect people from abuse and 

unethical behavior through education, action, and reporting, and to 

listen to and learn from those who have experienced abuse in order 

to provide healing. EIM compliance is required for persons active in 

most ministries in the diocese. Looking for resources and information 

about safeguarding children and other vulnerable people? Do you 

want to volunteer and are new to the EIM process? Are you returning 

to ministry and already have an EIM account? Visit 

austindiocese.org/eim to learn more about EIM policies and 

procedures and how they help keep our parishes and schools safer 

for everyone. Contact your parish or school’s EIM site administrator, 

or eim@austindiocese.org, for additional assistance. Please note that 

when your compliance is 60 days away from its expiration, you will 

receive an email from system@virtus.org prompting you to login and 

complete the required action per the email. 

mailto:cre@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:cre@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:cre@stferdinandblanco.org
mailto:dre@stferdinandblanco.org




P l e a s e s u p p o r t O u r s p o n s o r s

Kim & Ryan Bayless

P: 512.810.0010
Kim.bayless@sothebysrealty.com

Kimbayless.kuperrealty.com

Ryanbayless.kuperrealty.com

7792 E U.S. Hwy 290

Johnson City, TX  78636

830.225.4701

westhenlyboilshack.com

Thur—Sun: 11am - 8pm

ANDREW FORSBERG

830-385-0348


	Slide 1: SAINT FERDINAND & GOOD SHEPHERD
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Please support Our sponsors

