
  St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 
We are a Stewardship Parish 

 
Liturgy Schedule: Mon.—Sat. 8 am;  Mass of Anticipation, Saturday, 5 pm; Sunday 7 am, 8:30 am, 

10 am, 11:30 am, 6:15pm, and Polish at 1 pm                                
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:45—9:30 am 



Sacraments 

Stewardship: Time, Talent, and Treasure 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of St. 

Stephen.  Please visit our website to find other opportunities for 

generosity through planned giving by remembering St. Stephen in 

your will or living trust. 

 

In addition to printing the collection, we are printing the 

Sunday and Holy Day collections from the previous month and 

for the fiscal year to date as well as  budgeted amount needed 

for us to meet both our expenses and  mortgage 

payments.  Mortgage payments are $41,500 per month (interest 

and principal). 

 

The Archdiocese loaned us the money to start our parish and build 

our facilities on the basis of a commitment to Stewardship by the 

parish.  We thank everyone whose support enables us to do the 

work of our parish.   

Bulletin Submission 

Bulletin articles need to be submitted to the parish office by noon 

on Friday for the following week’s bulletin. 

E-mail: Ron@ststephentinley.com  

 Our School 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School                                            

9300 167th Street                                                                                 

Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525                                                             

School Fax:  708.403.8621 

Ms. Mary Iannucilli,  Principal 

Website: www.cjbschool.org 

Parish Registration 

Registration of new parishioners is held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 

every month after the 10am Mass. New parishioners unable to 

register at Sunday registration may register at the parish office on 
Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, Wednesdays  at 8:30am, or 

Thursdays at 6:45pm.  Please phone the parish office at 708.342.2400 

to make an appointment. 

We warmly welcome new parishioners  and cordially invite you to 

join us on our life-long journey to the Lord. 

 Our Staff 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                           

Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                      

William Engler, Deacon                                                   

Chuck McFarland, Deacon                                           

William Schultz, Deacon                                                

Joseph Stalcup, Deacon                                                      

Pete Van  Merkestyn, Deacon                                           

Kenneth Zawadzki, Deacon                                            

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Sandi Morgan, Director of Religious Education        

Leslie Krauledis, Assoc. Director of Religious Education                                

Joann Buryj, Admin. Assistant for Religious Education  

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                          

Karen Dillon, Youth Minister                        

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                           

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

 Our Church 

Parish Office                                                                                                                                                                         

17500 South 84th Avenue                                                                                                                                                              

Tinley Park, IL 60487  

                                                                                                                                                           

Office Hours:                                                           

8:30am-8pm Mon-Th; 8:30am-6pm Fri; Noon-5pm Sat                         

Office Closed:  

12:30-1pm Mon-Fri  

                                                                                                                                                             

Office Phone: 708.342.2400                                                                                                                                                

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                

Religious Ed. Phone: 708.342.1544                            

Website:  www.ststephentinley.com                          

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com                                

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm 

in Polish.  Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the 

necessary preparations at 708-342-2400 ext. 136. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 

8:45—9:30am  in the church or by  appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the 

weddings of both registered parishioners and the children of 

registered parishioners. Information is available from one of the 

priests or deacons. 

Pastoral Care of the Sick can be arranged for the sick, elderly, and 

handicapped desiring Communion by calling the parish office. 

  Actual Budget 

Last Month February $111,945 $117,500 

Year-to-Date July 1 - February 29 $997,804 $1,024,000 

Collections                                      

For 03-13-2016 

Regular $18,623.00  

Kids $47.23  

Sharing  $165.00  

Easter $160.00  

Good Friday $30.00  

Flowers $280.00  



   From Our PastorFrom Our PastorFrom Our Pastor 

Dear People of St. Stephen, 

Happy Easter! Today we join 

together to celebrate the new life 

that the risen Lord gives to us. It is 

the year’s happiest day for us as 

Christians. We celebrate the life that 

not even death can overcome. In the 

gospel readings for Easter, the 

disciples of Jesus find an empty 

tomb. Disciples who had been 

overcome with grief at His death 

now gradually begin to realize the 

life-giving reality that Jesus is risen. 

The powers of darkness had tried to 

destroy His message of life on the 

Cross, but Jesus lives! Easter 

celebrates the triumph of life over 

all the forces of death in our world. 

It is the feast of hope that proclaims 

to every person who feels the pain 

and hurt of life to believe in the 

power of love. May all of you know 

the joy and hope of the risen Lord in 

a special way this Easter. 

As we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection 

and the eternal life that the Lord 

brings to us, our joy is even greater 

because many more people are here 

than on an ordinary Sunday. If you 

are not among those who regularly 

worship with us, welcome! Today, 

the part of the Body of Christ that is 

the St. Stephen community is more 

what it should be. Many of you 

have had your children baptized 

here, celebrated your marriages 

here, prayed in times of illness here, 

have mourned your deceased loved 

ones here. We are glad that you are 

with us to share the joy of Easter. 

We invite you to share the life-

giving strength of the Eucharist 

often. I often marvel at the strength 

and hope of the people who live 

with faith and hope through far 

more difficult circumstances than I 

have faced in life. Every one of us 

needs hope, both in everyday life 

and in life’s painful moments. 

Today we celebrate our greatest 

reason for hope - in Christ, always 

there is life. We nourish that hope at 

the Eucharist throughout the year. 

The hope of Easter is reflected in 

the call by Pope Francis to make 

this a Year of Mercy, a year to 

reflect in a special way on God’s 

merciful love that reaches out to all 

of us. When we don’t believe in our 

own value or when we doubt that 

wounds that separate us from the 

Lord or from family or from friends 

or from the church can be healed, 

we need to hear the message of 

God’s mercy and open our hearts to 

the hope of Easter. We pray today 

that we will always have hearts 

open to the Lord’s merciful love and 

that we can all become bearers of 

that mercy to one another. Next 

Sunday we celebrate Divine Mercy 

Sunday, another special day to open 

our hearts to the forgiving and 

merciful love of our God. More 

information on Divine Mercy 

Sunday is elsewhere in the bulletin. 

One special joy at Easter is to 

welcome the adults who are new 

members of our church. Today we 

congratulate Dan Kleinow and 

Stephanie Arroyo who are receiving 

the sacraments of initiation at the 

Easter Vigil this year. We pray that 

the life of Christ begun in them may 

continually grow stronger. 

Easter is always a day of hope for 

Catholics. This year I am happy to 

share a hopeful report on progress in 

our efforts to build a parish life 

center. This effort has been ongoing 

in the past couple years and was the 

focus of our fund drive that began 

last fall. Recently we received 

permission from the Archdiocese to 

commission architectural drawings 

for a parish life center. The center 

will help us to grow in the ways in 

which we serve the Lord and our 

community. A report on the 

progress toward building a parish 

life center is elsewhere in the 

bulletin. I encourage you to look it 

over. I ask everyone to pray for 

God’s blessing on these efforts to 

enhance the ministries of our parish. 

May God bless each of you with all 

the joy, the hope, and the life of the 

risen Lord this Easter and always. 

 

Fr. Jay 

Blessed Easter   

May the Risen Christ fill your hearts with Joy and Peace at Easter! 

- From the Staff of St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 

The Parish and Religious Ed Offices will be closed on Monday, March 28. 

 We will re-open on Tuesday, March 29.                            



 Archdiocese of Chicago  
                                ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO                                                            
                 ARCHBISHOP QUIGLEY CENTER                                                                                                                                                                                                               

          835 NORTH RUSH STREET * CHICAGO, IL 60611-2030  

  

 

 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                         Easter Sunday                                                                                           
                    Jubilee of Mercy  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Risen Lord,   

     When we celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord at Easter, we affirm the center of our faith and we renew our hope. Jesus’ 
Resurrection signals His victory over sin and death. He has conquered whatever would diminish us and separate us from God and the 
fullness of life.   

    We all need this celebration of Easter which can be like an infusion of air and light in our lives which are often weighed down by 
sickness, anxiety, broken relationships, and personal struggles with sin and temptation. As we continue our life journey, we can count 
on the Resurrection of Jesus as a sure compass of hope that helps us navigate our turbulent world.   

    In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we clearly recognize that the Resurrection of Jesus is the triumph of God’s mercy. The new life and 
hope that the Resurrection brings us is not the result of our works or merits. It is pure grace, a sheer gift of love that comes to us 
because of God’s mercy. When we stand before that mercy, we know that we are both indebted and responsible. We are indebted to 
the Lord for His gift, and all we can do is give Him thanks and sing His praise. We are also responsible, for if mercy has touched us we 
must then be the hands and instruments of God’s mercy in the world. When we carry on the spiritual and corporal works of mercy, 
we give living witness to our faith in His most merciful Resurrection.   

   Let us pray for one another. Let us renew our faith in the power of Christ’s Resurrection to bring God’s mercy and renewal to a 
world in need.  

                                                                                                       Sincerely yours in Christ,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                         Most Reverend Blase J. Cupich                                                                                                                                                                             
                                   Archbishop of Chicago 

                                   ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO                                                                             
                                 Parishioner Survey             

Archbishop Cupich wants your input. 

When Archbishop Cupich announced the “Renew My Church” initiative in January, he invited everyone in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago to participate in the process of revitalizing our parish communities. Just as Pope Francis 
asked Catholics across the globe for their input prior to the Synod of Bishops meetings in 2014 and 2015, 
Archbishop Cupich is asking for your help as the Archdiocese begins a new listening phase of this important effort. 

 

 

The survey will be available beginning on Easter Sunday at: www.archchicago.org./renew 

We encourage you to complete the survey online. Paper copies will be available.                                      

Please take time to respond to a survey designed to help Archbishop Cupich and the Archdiocese                                                   
better understand the perspectives of Catholics across Cook and Lake Counties.  



Spiritual Life 

Marriage 

Marriages Kenneth  &  Peggy  Howard Jr. 

Scripture Study 

We meet on Friday mornings in 

Room 126 from 8:45  AM until 10 

AM. You can join Scripture Study 

any time. We are a very welcoming 

group, we learn from each other and 

from our facilitator, and have 

meaningful, interesting, and at times fun discussions. 

This class is for you whether you are new to Scripture or 

not. If you would like more information please contact, 

Tom Mitus at 708-479-6980, or e-mail: 

tomsfo@comcast.net.  

The Good Life - A Dynamic Catholic Presentation 

Saturday, April 2 

Join Dr. Allen Hunt, Dynamic Catholic best–selling 

author and speaker, for The Good Life: How to Build 

Your Life on God’s Three Bold Promises. At this 

inspiring half-day event, you’ll discover practical, 

profound, and specific ways to experience God’s 

immense love, constant presence, and unique plan for 

your life. This event also features special musical guest 

George Lower. 

St. Stephen will host this event on Saturday, April 2, 

2016 from 7pm-10:45pm. Parishioners and guests are 

invited to attend. Tickets are $25 each and can be ordered 

online at www.dynamiccatholic.com or by phone at 859-

980-7900. Tickets will also be sold in the parish office 

and in the Narthex. Please make checks payable to 

Dynamic Catholic.   

 

 

 

Happy Easter to you and your loved ones!  

Eggs have long been a symbol of new life at Easter. 

While most of us live a suburban lifestyle rather than an 

agricultural one, it’s not hard for us to grasp the 

symbolism of the egg. But perhaps there is more here 

than meets the eye. I once came across the following 

meditation: 

With the egg, a small chick begins its long journey to 

birth. The not-yet-a-bird weighs little more than air. Its 

tiny beak and claws are little more than pin pricks. The 

bird-to-be is in its own little world – protected by the 

rigid shell, warmed by the mother hen’s body, nourished 

by the nutrients within the egg’s membrane. 

But then one day the chick begins the work of life. Over 

several days the chick keeps pecking and pecking until it 

can break out from its narrow world – and into an 

incomparably wider one. But for this to happen, the egg 

has to go to pieces. New life requires the shattering of the 

old.  

This is the real Easter egg. Not a complete egg dyed and 

painted with so many designs and colors. Not an egg that 

has been hardboiled, impossible to shatter. Not an egg 

made of chocolate. 

The real Easter egg is shattered and destroyed. The real 

Easter egg exists in broken pieces. The real Easter egg is 

cracked open, yielding new life that has taken flight. 

The promise of the Risen Christ on this Easter morning is 

that through God’s generous grace we can break out of 

our self-contained little worlds and emerge into a new and 

greater world beyond: a world filled with peace and 

justice, a world illuminated by hope and warmed by love, 

a world that extends beyond the limits of time and space 

into the infinite forever of God’s dwelling place. The 

Easter egg reminds us that God has shattered the shell 

that encases us. If you wish to contact me, please leave a 

note in the Parish Office or send an email to 

dcnken@ststephentinley.com 

Easter Blessings, 

Deacon Ken Zawadzki  

Respect Life Ministry 

St. Stephen’s Respect Life Ministry gathers 

for prayer and planning on the 3rd Thursday 

each month in room 125 of the parish office. 

The Respect Life Ministry focus is upon 

dignity of life issues. Our goal is to make 

concerns known, educate our faith 

community on the particulars, and provide 

support and assistance for Catholic life 

concerns through prayer and action. If you have any        

questions please contact Deacon Bill Schultz at the parish office.   

http://dynamiccatholic.com/
mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com


Elizabeth Ministry 

The Elizabeth Ministry has been providing meals to new 

Mothers and families in difficult situations since St. 

Stephen became a parish over 15 years ago. During most 

of this time, we have given about 200 pillows a year as a 

keepsake or to provide comfort to the babies.  

Now these young people are making their First 

Communion, Confirmation and are in high school! 

However, we are still having Baptisms, so our work is 

not yet finished. If you are an expectant or new mother, 

or if we can help you in a trying time, please contact the 

parish office and we will be in touch. 

 God bless you and your little 

ones. 

Spiritual Life 

Divine Mercy Sunday—April 3 

Next Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday. The first Sunday 

after Easter was proclaimed by Pope John Paul II as Divine 

Mercy Sunday on April 20, 2000, during a Mass for the 

canonization of St. Faustina, a Polish nun who died in 

Krakow, Poland in 1938. During her lifetime, St. Faustina 

devoted herself to spreading the message of God’s divine 

mercy, a mission entrusted to her through a series of private 

revelations. The revelations were not new; in fact they 

complement the message presented throughout the 

Scriptures. An image of the Divine Mercy as Jesus appeared 

to St. Faustina is now in the southeast corner of our church. 

Two rays of light emanate from Jesus’ heart in the image, 

one red and one white, representing the blood and water that 

flowed from Jesus’ pierced side on the Cross. The message 

of the Divine Mercy is simple: trust completely in the 

benevolent mercy of Jesus. Repent and ask for His mercy 

and it will be granted to you. Then pass it forward. Be 

merciful to others; forgive them as Jesus forgives you. This 

message is very consistent with the Year of Mercy 

proclaimed by Pope Francis last December. 

Next Sunday we will have a special bilingual celebration of 

Divine Mercy Sunday at 4:30 PM in church. It will include 

exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the 

chaplet of Divine Mercy, and Benediction. We invite you to 

join us to celebrate the Lord’s merciful love for us. 

Praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy, a prayer originating in the 

revelations to St. Faustina, is prayed using a rosary and is prayed in 

the following way: 

Optional Opening Prayer:  You expired, Jesus, but the source of 

life gushed forth for souls and the ocean of mercy opened up to the 

whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 

envelope the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 

(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the 

Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You ! 

Pray one Our Father, one Hail Mary, and the Apostle’s Creed. 

For each of the five decades: ( On each “Our Father” bead of the 

rosary, pray) Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul 

and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. (On each of 

the 10 Hail Mary Beads, pray) For the sake of His sorrowful 

Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 

Concluding Prayer: (Repeat 3 times) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on 

us and on the whole world. 

Optional Closing Prayer:  

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of 

compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your 

mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor 

become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to 

Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. 

Eucharistic Ministers Needed 

Are you are new parishioner? Were you a Eucharistic 

Minister at your former parish? If so, please consider 

continuing your ministry here at St. Stephen as a 

Eucharistic Minister. Our parish is growing weekly and 

we have a need for more liturgical ministers to help with 

Mass assignments.  

We have a new scheduling system that uses email and a 

WEB Terminal for communicating with one another. No 

more phone calls. If you are fearful about being put on a 

schedule, no problem. You can come on as a substitute 

and volunteer when there is an opening through emails. 

You won’t be scheduled if you choose not to be.  

This is an appeal also for those who have suspended their 

ministry for one reason or another and would like to get 

back to helping out your parish.  A short refresher session 

to familiarize you with our system is all that is needed.   

Please call me or email me to get started.  

Blessings, Deacon Ken Zawadzki                   

 Phone: 708-342-2400 ext.136  

Email: dcnken@ststephentinley.com 

mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com


Parish Life Center—Update 
In the past week we have received approval from the Archdiocese to proceed with architectural drawings 

for a new parish life center. Completing these drawings will put us in a position to begin the construction 

process once we have raised adequate funds to meet the Archdiocesan requirements for a construction 

loan. This approval is motivating us to renew our efforts to raise funds for the project.  

The theme of our renewed efforts is So Important .... So Close. So Important reflects the positive impact a 

parish life center will have on many of our parish ministries. Four goals emerged from the Parish 

Transformation Process, a long-range planning process for the parish done in the fall of 2014. These goals 

are:  

 To help people to keep Christ at the center of their lives;  

 To draw people, through service or social activities, into a deeper faith life;  

 To nurture the prayer life of our people;  

 To offer faith formation programs that engage youth and young adults.  

These goals are all directed toward building a Catholic identity as individuals and as a parish. A parish life 

center would be a focus for reaching out to and inspiring faith in children, teens, young adults, families, 

seniors, and all parishioners. The center would provide facilities for growing ministries. While the original 

discussions of a parish life center a few years ago did not include plans for a hall that could also serve as a 

gym, the emphasis on young people and the ideas generated from the Parish Transformation Process 

refocused our plans to meet the needs identified. The proposed center, including a hall that could be used 

as a gym, kitchen facilities, a youth room, and some meeting room space, would enable us:  

 To provide faith enrichment experiences - days of retreat, family enrichment days, parent and 

child experiences;  

 To build up our youth ministry by providing a place for teen drop-in and faith formation 

activities, for athletic programs like open gyms for basketball and volleyball, intramural 

programs, and space for religious education and Cardinal Bernardin School activities;  

 To provide space for an enhanced program of service activities (one idea is to designate 

Thursday as a day when the center would be used primarily for service activities, for example, 

programs to assist seniors, activities in cooperation with Catholic Charities, a health fair, and 

other outreach activities to serve our community;  

 To build up young adult ministry by providing a setting for social, athletic (volleyball and 

basketball), and formational activities for young adults;  

 To build up our parish community through social gatherings - Parish dinners and breakfasts, 

trivia night, viewing events (e.g., Bears’ games, Hawk games, NCAA tournament, etc.). These 

types of events could help raise needed funds for the parish.  

The planned parish life center will best meet the immediate, diverse needs of the parish while also 

providing for anticipated, long-term, and multipurpose usage goals.  

We invite those who have not yet contributed to the parish life center to consider a contribution that would 

help us to reach our goal. While everyone is not able to contribute the same amount, all can make an equal 

sacrifice. For example, donating four dollars a week would contribute $200 a year to the project; two 

dollars a week would contribute $100 a year to the project. More specific ideas on further fundraising will 

be presented in the next month.  

Please pray for God’s blessing on this important project for the future ministry of our parish.  



Join The Team of Ushers 

The mission of the ushers of St. Stephen Parish is that of 

hospitality. Our service is to make parishioners and guests 

feel welcome. Ushers serve the congregation by assisting 

during the celebration of the Eucharist on weekends and 

holy days. They greet people upon arrival at the church 

and see that they are comfortably seated and tend to any 

special needs. The ushers collect the offering, assure the 

orderly movement of worshipers during Communion and 

distribute the bulletins at the end of the Liturgy. The 

ministry is open to all parishioners—men, women, senior 

citizens, parents, and teenagers.  We have a special need 

at all masses, especially 8:30am, 11:30am and 6:15pm on 

Sundays. Ushers can serve every 

other weekend or on an alternate 

basis.   

If you would like to join our team or 

have any questions, please contact 

Rich Frain at 708-532-1696. 

St. Stephen Movie Night 

When: Wednesday, April 06 at 7 PM                           

Where: Marcus Theater, Orland Park             

Cost: $7 per person (details below)                               

Featured Film: God's Not Dead 2   

Movie Synopsis: In God's Not Dead 2, the faith of history 

teacher Grace Wesley comes under attack when a student 

asks about the similarities between Jesus’ teachings and 

those of Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Her answer—that what Jesus taught was an inspiration for 

King’s nonviolent activism—leads school district officials 

to enlist a zealous civil liberties group to find her guilty of 

violating the “separation of church and state.” 

For tickets, please make check payable to St. Stephen 

Men's Club and mail to: St. Stephen Church 17500 South 

84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487. Attn: Deacon 

Chuck. (Advance sales only.)  If you have any questions, 

please call Deacon Chuck  at 815-464-4760. 

Parish Life 

Saturday and Sunday, April 2/3, will be our monthly 

food collection for the St. Vincent De Paul Ministry. 

This food drive helps support the Tinley Park food 

pantry and parishioners in need. 

Non-perishable items such as breakfast cereal, pasta, 

pancake mixes, and canned goods should be bagged 

and left in the Church Narthex. Paper towels, toiletry 

paper, laundry detergent, and cleaning supplies are 

always welcomed. St. Stephen has created a section of 

the food pantry for gluten free foods. Please mark your 

bag “gluten free items” if you 

include those in your donations.   

Please help our parishioners in need 

and those in the community. Thank 

you so much for your continued 

generosity and support.                 

St. Vincent De Paul  Food Collection 

God’s “Big Hug” Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Our next meeting will be April 7 at 10am. We meet 

on the 1st Thursday of each month at 10am in room 

125 of the parish offices. The Prayer Shawl Ministry 

creates hand knit or crocheted shawls and chemo caps 

for the sick, homebound, those who are grieving, or to 

celebrate a very special occasion. Some of our 

members recently participated in the American Heart 

Assoc.“Little Hats Big Hearts” Campaign.  18,000 red 

baby caps were hand made by various donors and were 

given out to every baby born in February in 30 

Chicago area hospitals. We were honored to contribute 

to this worthy cause. If you know of someone in need 

of a shawl, please request one.   

Our ministry is open to everyone—even if you don't 

have the time to attend the meetings. Shawls can be 

created at home, on your own time, and at your own 

speed. We ask that you make the shawls no smaller 

than 25”x 60”. This size is a perfect fit for those 

receiving shawls. Bring your latest project and join us 

for friendly conversation or instruction from one of our 

members. Donations of yarn 

as well as monetary donations 

are always welcome. For 

more information about our 

ministry, please contact 

Dorothy at 708-614-2588. 

Vacation Bible School 2016 

June 20th—June 24th from 9 am to 12 pm 

Camp cost: $15 per child 

Registration forms are available on our website  

at www.ststephentinley.com 

and will be in the bulletin after Easter.  



Kingdom Support Help Needed  

Saturday April 9 and Sunday April 10 

2016  Kingdom Weekend is quickly approaching and we are in need of 

a few good hands to help with support. If you have attended a Kingdom 

retreat, this is a perfect "give-back/stewardship" opportunity with very 

little effort. If you are looking for something "extra" to do during the 

Jubilee of Mercy -- we can use your help!  

 Time slots for helping: 

 Saturday, April 9 

Three Time Slots—5 Helpers per slot 

 7:00-10:00 am; Noon-4:00 pm; and 4:30 -8:00 pm 

Sunday, April 10 

Two Time Slots—5 Helpers per slot    

  7:00-11:00 am; 1:00 -4:00 pm 

**If someone is especially an “early bird” – we need someone to 

volunteer to pick up bags of ice both Saturday and Sunday morning 

before arrival. 

If you can help, please respond by April 1st.  You may call Karen Opyd 

in the parish office at 708-342-2400 or email her at 

karen@ststephentinley.com with your requested volunteer time, contact 

number and email address.  

Parish Life 

Looking for an 

opportunity after 

Easter to 

continue the post

-Easter feeling of 

Spiritual 

Renewal? 

Give yourself a gift and attend a Kingdom Weekend.  

The Kingdom Weekend is presented by St. Stephen Parishioners and provides time for 

prayer, reflection, conversation, and plenty of food. It’s a great way to meet other  

parishioners who have similar interests in continuing one’s faith  journey.  

Kingdom Weekend will take place at St. Stephen Parish on Saturday, April 9                          

(7:30 am – 9pm) and Sunday, April 10  (7:45 am to 4pm). NO overnight stay. 

All Adults (18 years and older; any marital status) are invited to attend. 

Complete the registration form below along with a $10 Registration fee, and  return to 

the Parish Office by Wednesday, April 6.  

The Kingdom Team will be in the Church Narthex on the Weekend April 2 and 3 to 

answer any questions.  

St. Stephen Parish Kingdom Weekend 

April 9 and 10, 2016 at St. Stephen Parish 

Name: 

Contact Info - Phone: 

Contact Info – Email address: 

Emergency Contact Name and Phone (not living with you): 

Any dietary restrictions or allergies? If yes, please indicate. 

I will need a ride to/from the event. Please circle.  Saturday   Sunday   Both days; To Event From Event 

St. Stephen’s Ladies Social Club Bake Sale 

Saturday, April 16 & Sunday, April 17 

 

St. Stephen’s Ladies Social Club is having a bake sale during 

the weekend of April 16/17. We are asking everyone to help 

us make this event a success by baking for us. This includes 

the gentlemen and kids! 

   

We appreciate anything you would like to bake. Please label 

what the item is and if it contains any nuts or peanut butter. 

Also, if you make any baked goods for special dietary needs 

(e.g. sugar free, gluten free, etc.), please label those items as 

well. No refrigerated items please. 

 

Bake sale items (clearly marked, please) should be dropped 

off Saturday morning, April 16. They can be left in the 

kitchen or on the table in front of the Daily Chapel. 

Questions? Please contact Toni Rafferty at 708- 478-6937 

All proceeds will be donated to the St. Stephen’s building 

fund. 

 

Thank you for your help in making the 

bake sale a success. 



Youth Education and 

Formation 

For more  information about the Youth Ministry, please 

contact  Karen Dillon at: 708-342-2400 or  at    

youthminister@ststephentinley.com 

Teens Growing In Faith (TGIF) 

Our High School Youth Ministry invites all 

incoming high school freshmen to young adults 

to join us on a mission trip to 

HARLAN, KENTUCKY 

JUNE 26-JULY 2, 2016 

The volunteers come to Harlan to offer their labor, 

enthusiasm, and to live out their convictions. Volunteers 

lower the cost of our housing and help provide a match 

for other sources of funding. In addition, volunteers are 

able to witness the natural beauty of the mountains and 

warmth of the people who call Harlan their home. Trip 

capacity: 30 teens and 10 chaperones (first-come, first-

serve basis). For registration information or questions, 

please contact Kyle Groves by phone at 219-928-8386 or 

by email at kgroves@steseton.com. 

COUNSELOR AVAILABLE 
Michele L. Nowak, LCPC, is available to provide 

counseling to individuals and couples right here at St. 

Stephen parish. Michele is a staff member of The Holbrook 

Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. Blue Cross / Blue 

Shield accepted. Those without insurance are eligible for 

sliding scale fees based on income & number of 

dependents. Appointments can  be made by calling (312) 

655-7725. The first session is free for all who are members 

of St. Stephen. 

Human Concerns 

Donating to  St. Vincent de Paul has become 

easier through our new ONLINE GIVING. 

Go to www.ststephentinley.com and click on 

the ONLINE GIVING logo to the left of the 

screen to register and make your donation. 

Thank you from our St. Vincent de Paul Society.                                                                                                                                                                                                

In the Gospel today, Jesus stands in the midst of us and says: 
“Peace be with you!” During Mass we turn to each other and say 
“Peace be with you!” As you put your gift into the St. Vincent de 
Paul box you say “Peace be with you!” to those who are poor and 
hungry.  

Chicago Catholic Men's Conference   

Saturday, April 02—9am to Noon   

St. Ailbee Church 9015 South Harper Chicago, IL  
 

Theme: Rebuild My Church. Celebrant and Homilist: Bishop 

Joseph Perry Keynote Speaker: Fr. Bob Lombardo Master of 

Ceremonies: Peter Palanca, Executive VP & COO of TASC, 

Inc.  

Cost $20 per person or $15 per person if you bring someone with 

you. If you wish to attend this event, please send $15 check per 

person payable to CMCS and mail to Deacon Chuck McFarland 

7248 Blackhawk Drive, Tinley Park, IL 60487. I will send in our 

checks together so we get the $15 rate.  Checks must be received 

by March 26.  

No tickets will be available day of event. Please also include 

names of men attending, contact phone number and email 

address. Also, advise if you would like to ride as group to this 

event. Hot breakfast will be served. 

St. Vincent de Paul                                                    

8th Annual Friends of the Poor Benefit. 

You are invited on Sunday, April 17 from 11am to 3pm 

to the Drury Lane at the Oakbrook Terrace. Cost of the 

tickets are $75 per person, which includes a champagne 

brunch. Please make checks payable to St. Vincent de 

Paul Chicago, 10525 Delta Parkway, Schiller Park, IL 

60176. RSVP by April 1st. A raffle will be held for a 

2016 Buick Encore or a $25,000 credit to Ray Buick to 

purchase a car of your choice. Raffle tickets are $25 each.  

 

 

 

 

The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 

community extends wishes for a Blessed Easter to our 

sponsoring parishes and parish families. During this 

season of rebirth and renewal, may God’s Blessings 

awaken you with hope, comfort you with peace, and 

refresh you with joy.  He IS risen! 

 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School                     

is a Nationally-Recognized                                          
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.   

  
WE ARE YOUR PARISH SCHOOL! 

The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School             
is currently accepting  applications for enrollment 

Grades 3PK- 8 
Contact our Enrollment Director, Cynthia Devlin,  

at 708-403-6525 extension 127 or  
 cdevlin@cjbschool.org 

mailto:cdevlin@cjbschool.org


 

Military Corner 

Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana 

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 1PM 

           -Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of 7-8pm Msza o 8pm 

           -Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm 

            -Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30am 

             -Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 

Polish Ministry 

Radość i nadzieja 

 Wielkanoc to Święto świąt chrześcijańskich, a zarazem największe wydarzenie w całej historii zbawienia. W ten jakże 

radosny dzień śpiewamy w Sekwencji: „Zmartwychwstał już Chrystus, Pan mój i nadzieja”. Najpierw kobiety, później 

uczniowie, a na końcu i Piotr odkrywają radosną prawdę: „Tego właśnie Jezusa wskrzesił Bóg, a my wszyscy jesteśmy 

tego świadkami”. 

 Tajemnica Zmartwychwstania budzi przede wszystkim wielkie zdumienie, które jest początkiem wiary. To pierwsze i 

podstawowe doświadczenie stało się udziałem uczniów Jezusa „[owego] pierwszego dnia po szabacie, wczesnym 

rankiem”. Odczucie zdumienia, zdziwienia, zachwytu nad tajemnicą paschalną towarzyszy później wszystkim 

wyznawcom zmartwychwstałego Pana. „Pierwsze zdziwienie: kamień grobowy odwalony. Drugie zdziwienie jeszcze 

większe: grób pusty. A dopowiedzenie już nie słowem ludzkim, bo słowo ludzkie by tego nie potrafiło wypowiedzieć. 

Mówi istota nadludzka: nie ma Go tu, zmartwychwstał. Te niewiasty biegną do apostołów i apostołowie nie wierzą. Nie 

wierzą! I wtedy ja – mówił św. Jan Paweł II – należący do następców apostołów, zrozumiałem moich wielkich 

poprzedników (...). Zmartwychwstanie i zdumienie”(Warszawa, 8.06.1991). Pod wpływem świadectwa Papieża 

możemy przekonać się, że to właśnie zdumienie stoi u początków wiary w tajemnicę Zmartwychwstania. Kto bowiem 

nie potrafi się zdziwić, zdumieć i zachwycić porankiem „pierwszego dnia”, ten nigdy nie uwierzy w 

Zmartwychwstałego! 

  Wielkie zdumienie prowadzi do duchowego przebudzenia. Święta pozwalają nam wejść w inny świat, świat myśli i 

refleksji, na co zazwyczaj nie mamy czasu. To prawda, że dla wielu z nas dni świąteczne to czas wolny od obowiązków 

zawodowych, dlatego tak cieszy odpoczynek, błogie lenistwo, bycie razem z bliskimi. Nie ma w tym nic złego, ten czas 

jest nam i po to dany. Niedobrze jeśli na tym poprzestajemy... 

  Tak wielu świadków oddało życie za wiarę, i tak wielu czeka jeszcze na świadectwo nas, współczesnych chrześcijan. 

Na świadectwo o Jezusie, a nie o kolorowym zajączku czy wiosennych baziach, którymi próbuje zastąpić się baranka 

paschalnego. Zmartwychwstanie dla mnie i dla ciebie, którzy kroczymy drogą chrześcijańskiego powołania, to głoszenie 

potęgi Boga, który za sprawą stwórczej mocy słowa i miłości pokonuje władzę śmierci. 

  Potęga Boga jest nadzieją i radością. Potrzeba więc, byśmy powierzyli Zmartwychwstałemu nasze lęki, problemy, 

niepewności. I byśmy w poranek wielkanocny wybrali się do grobu – jak Piotr i Jan – by schylić się i zobaczyć, „ujrzeć i 

uwierzyć”. Chrystus, który jest fundamentem naszej wiary i gwarantem szczęścia wiecznego, zmartwychwstał! 

Dlatego radujmy się w Nim i weselmy, Alleluja! 

Please pray for our Military men and women on a daily basis for their safe return. 

Lcpl Nicholas Cascone Lt. Dan Kniaz Lt. Cmdr. John Pierczynski 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Tsgt. Laura Langley Ssgt.Brian Scannell 

Major Vincent Cesaro Ssgt. Carl Langley Tsgt. Stephen Vlaming 

1st Lt. Michael Chimienti Sgt. Joseph Malone Lcdr. Marilyn Walsh 

Lt. Amanda Griffith Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

Sgt. Evan Grober Sgt. Dominic Messina  

Capt. Michael Gryczka Cpl Matthew O'Boyle  



Parish Calendar 

Minister’s Schedule 
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers. Log on to the Web Terminal for the latest updated minister 

postings. We have a New Scheduling Process. If you are not signed onto our New Scheduling Process, 

please email Deacon Ken Zawadzki at dcnken@ststephentinley.com for an information form to fill out. 

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM 
Sun 1 PM 

Polish 

4/3 Celebrant            Fr. Greg 

  Deacons            

  Greeters Flo Simosky   Mary Ellen Kut Barb Ridge Judy Kluchins  

    Joan Beck   Michael Kut Bob Ridge Julie Gilligan  

    Dave Newquist   Mike Tyrrell Dorothy Meyrick Seana Gilligan  

    Shirley Newquist   Eileen Tyrrell Bob Meyrick Natalie Sims   

7th Grade Service Opportunity: BABYSITTING AT 10AM MASS 

Confirmation Candidates: Get an early start on your service hours for next year. We are presently scheduling babysitting for April and 

May, so sign up now for your first choice of dates by contacting Babysitting Coordinator Pat Mullin at smmullin@aol.com. 

Sun  03-27 Baby nursing #153 |  Easter Sunday 

 

Easter Sunday Masses 5am (Polish), 7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, 6:15pm (English)        

1pm (Polish)  

Mon  03-28 NO RE |  Parish & RE Offices Closed 

 7:00 PM Polish Mass Church  

Tues  03-29 NO RE |  7:30 PM Highlanders #170/171/172/173 

 7:30 PM Rosary Daily Chapel  

Wed  03-30 NO RE |  9:30 AM - 11:00 AM Moms & Tots #161 

 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Adult Choir Church and/or Music Room  

Thurs  03-31 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM Adoration of Blessed Sac Daily Chapel with Rosary @ 8:30am 

 4:30 PM Children's Choir Church 

 6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Benediction Daily Chapel followed by Divine Mercy Prayers  

 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Praise Band Church 

Fri  04-01 8:45 AM - 10:00 AM Bible/Scripture Study #126  |  6:30 PM 1st Fri Mass (Polish) Church  

Sat  04-02 Baby nursing #153  |  Narthex...Kingdom Signup  

 Narthex...St. Vincent dePaul Food Drive  |  8:45 AM - 10:15 AM Book Study #126  

 6:30 PM - 10:00 PM Allen Hunt Church   

  7:00 PM 1st Sat Mass (Polish) Benedictine Srs. in Oak Forest  

Sun   04-03 Baby nursing #153 |  Divine Mercy Sunday 

 Narthex...St. Vincent dePaul Food Drive 

 Narthex...Kingdom Signup  

 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM Growing With God #162-167 |  10:00 AM Babysitting #161 

 10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of the Word #154-156 |  3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism 

Counting teams:        Sun 3/27 Team #3                 Sun 4/3 Team #4 

mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com
mailto:smmullin@aol.com


To help keep the list of names read at Mass and placed in the 

bulletin accurate and current, we will keep the name of a non-

parishioner who is an immediate family member of our parishioner 

on the list at Mass for two weeks and in the bulletin for two weeks. 

For a parishioner, we will keep the name on the list at Mass for 

four weeks and in the bulletin for 60 days. We ask that an 

immediate family member call after 4 weeks if you wish to have 

the name continued to be read at Mass.  

 Pray for Our Deceased                                                                                             

 Weekly Readings                                                                                           

Welcome to Our Newly Baptized 

Mass  

Sun Acts 10: 34a. 37-43/ Ps 118: 1-2  

Mon Acts 2: 14. 22-33/ Ps 16: 1-2a  

Tues Acts 2: 36-41/ Ps 33: 4-5  

Wed Acts 3: 1-10/ Ps 105: 1-2. 3-4  

Thur Acts 3: 11-26/ Ps 8: 2ab  

Fri Acts 4: 1-12/ Ps 118: 1-2 and 4  

Sat Acts 4: 13-21/ Ps 118: 1   

Victoria  Rose Byrd 

3/27 Sunday - Easter Sunday Requested By 

5:00am For the People of the Parish  

7:00am For the People of the Parish  

8:30am For the People of the Parish  

10:00am For the People of the Parish  

11:30am For the People of the Parish  

1:00pm For the People of the Parish  

6:15pm For the People of the Parish  

3/28 Monday   

8:00am Marian Schimick Terrie Lloyd 

 Stanley Mitus Tom Mitus 

3/29 Tuesday     

8:00am Marian Schimick Bern Daley 

 Stella Wsol Frank Wsol 

3/30 Wednesday    

8:00am Joseph Persin Barbara Black 

 Robert Black Barbara Black 

3/31 Thursday    

8:00am Joseph Gentile Wife & Family 

 Purgatorial Society   

4/1 Friday   

8:30am Carol DeJoris Pat Panici 

  Brendan Ward Mike & Mary Moran 

4/2 Saturday 

8:00am Joyce Martin John Martin 

  Ed Burns J. Czochara 

5:00pm Mary Ellen Dunford The Family 

 Michael Mulcahy The Bird Family 

 Jean & Richard 

Gladziszewski  

Theresa & John      

Manikowski 

 Karen Krenz The Yeowofski Family 

 Janice Kuliga Emily Johnson 

4/3 Sunday    

7:00am For the People   

 Peter Destito Mary Destito & Gia 

Mallet 

8:30am Thomas Rogan The Family 

 Loretta Werr The Family 

10:00am Henry Dobersztyn Grace & Joe Dobersztyn 

 Eileen Mirabella St. Stephen R.E. 

11:30am Debra Cannon Diane Sauerbrer 

 Pamela D. Conrad The Graziano Family 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Wladyslaw Sawicki Wife & Family 

6:15pm Stephanie Musielak Dianne Przybylski 

 Kevin & Shelia Mooney The Gatto Family 

Helen Agresti Lillian Kurzawski 

Kristen Baldyga Matthew Moran 

Gerry Barnes Joey Moylan 

Julie Barth Geri Mulhall 

Arlene  Beavan Dave & Tim Newquist 

Bill Beavan Barb Onak 

Kathie Brosius Nathan Parry 

Tammy   Burns Robert Rasmussen 

Billy Callaghan Gerri Rasmussen 

Joanne Chess Joan Reid 

Thomas Conners Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

John Cornwall Baby Marek Rudzki 

John Czerniak Betty  Ruzich 

Ida DeJohn Matt Shanahan 

Joe  Dorff Nicole Siedschlag 

Janice Dorff Danny Sullivan 

Janet Freimuth Rachel  Swallow 

Bill Galvin Joseph Tierney 

Caroline  Grady Michael Vasek 

Carita Grojean MaryBeth Vasquez 

Fran Grousnick Father Jim Waztzke 

Larry Hersh Kelly  Weiss 

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray 

None 

Pray for our Sick 



Thank You Advertisers 
Earn  $$$$  for  St .  Stephen’s  Parish!  

Have lunch or dinner at Gatto's on the 2nd or 4th 

Wednesday of the month and help in raising funds for 

St. Stephen’s parish. The parish will receive 15% of the 

before tax cost of your meal.  Please present this coupon 

to your server or ask your server to write                       

St. Stephen's Men's Club on your bill. 

 

 St. Stephen Men’s Club 

Dine-In or Carryout 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

of the month 

15% Donation (before 

tax) 

Present this coupon to 

your server 

Nancy’s Pizza and St. Stephen Pizza Coupon  

20% of the pre-tax amount 

(10% if a discount coupon is used)  to be 

donated to the 

St. Stephen Parish Center Fund. 

Coupon good on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays!   

Nancy’s Pizza at 171st Street and 80th Avenue (in the 

Family Dollar Plaza) is making an offer to St. Stephen 

Parishioners.  On any Monday through Wednesday, 

present this coupon and 20% of the pre-tax amount 

(10% if a discount coupon is used) will be donated to 

the St. Stephen Parish Center Fund.  You can enjoy a 

pizza and support our parish.  Nancy’s Pizza’s number 

is 708-614-6100. 

 


