
             
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish 

September 25, 2016 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Liturgy Schedule: Mon.—Sat. 8 am; Mass of Anticipation, Saturday, 5 pm;                                                                          
Sunday 7 am, 8:30 am, 10 am, 11:30 am, 6:15 pm, and Polish at 1 pm                                

Reconciliation: Saturday 8:45 am—9:30 am           
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A Catechist’s Prayer 

Father of all families, you have 

called me to serve the family        

in truth and love as a catechist.                                                          

May I be faithful to this call, 

rooted in your Word, and open     

to the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

May I use these gifts, especially 

the gifts of faith, hope, and love,  

to serve the family as a witness to 

you, who are love and life and the 

source and destiny of all families. 

Let your Spirit enlighten my mind 

and strengthen my heart so that      

I can be a path of Christ’s love to 

families, especially those in need, 

the homebound and aged, the 

disabled and disheartened.  

Through the intercession of Mary 

and Joseph, I pray for the Church, 

the Bride of Christ, whose mission 

to build a civilization of love 

passes through the family. 

Amen.                                                              

 



Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School                                            

9300 167th Street  Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525     School Fax:  708.403.8621                                                             

Ms. Mary Iannucilli,  Principal 

Website: cjbschool.org            Email: info@cjbschool.org 

Parish Registration 
Registration of new parishioners is held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays every month 

after the 10am Mass. New parishioners unable to register at Sunday registration, 

may register at the parish office on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, 

Wednesdays  at 8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm.  Please phone the parish office at 

708.342.2400 to make an appointment. 

We warmly welcome new parishioners  and cordially invite you to join us on our 

life-long journey to the Lord. 

 Our Staff 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm in Polish.  

Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the necessary preparations 

at 708-342-2400 ext. 136. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 8:45am—9:30am  

in the church or by  appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the weddings of 

both registered parishioners and the children of registered parishioners. 

Information is available from one of the priests or deacons. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound parishioners can 

be arranged by calling Fr. Greg at the parish office or Barbara Black at 708-

466-9962. 

Stewardship: Time, Talent, and Treasure 

St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the 

Gospel. Our Baptism and Confirmation calls us to bring Christ’s Love to 

our families, our work places, and our community. Grateful for God’s 

gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts and to give back to the Lord by shar-

ing our time, talent, and material treasure. In all of our parish activi-
ties we seek to develop a personal relationship with the Lord who directs 

our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that 

leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that 

leads us to be an open and welcoming people and a sense of joy in being 

graced by the gifts of God’s Love. 

Parish Office                                                                                                                                                                         

17500 South 84th Avenue                                                                                                                                                              

Tinley Park, IL 60487                                                                                                                                                             

Office Hours:                                                           

8:30am-8pm Mon-Th; 8:30am-6pm Fri; Noon-5pm Sat                        

Office Closed: 12:30-1pm Mon-Fri                                                                                                                                               

Office Phone: 708.342.2400                                                                                                                                                

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                

Religious Ed. Phone: 708.342.1544                             

Website: ststephentinley.com                                   

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com 

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by noon 

on Wednesday for the following week’s bulletin. 

 Our School 

 Our Church Our Parish Mission 

Sacraments 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                                

Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                         

Robert Conlin, Deacon                                                      

William Engler, Deacon                                                  

Chuck McFarland, Deacon                                                

William Schultz, Deacon                                                   

Joseph Stalcup, Deacon                                                     

Pete Van  Merkestyn, Deacon                                          

Kenneth Zawadzki, Deacon                                               

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Sandi Morgan, Director of Religious Education             

Leslie Krauledis, Assoc. Director of Religious Education                                

Joann Buryj, Admin. Assistant for Religious Education          

Patti Parker, Religious Education Secretary                      

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                            

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                          

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

  Actual Budget 

Last Month August 2016 $106,814 $117,875 

Year-to-

Date 

July 1, 2016 - 

June 30, 2017 $236,251 $254,750 

Collections                                      

For 09-18-2016 

Regular $19,537.00  

Kids $33.24  

Sharing  $135.00  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of  St. Stephen.   

 

In addition to printing the collection, we are printing the Sunday and 

Holy Day collections from the previous month and for the fiscal year 

to date as well as  budgeted amount needed for us to meet both our 

expenses and  mortgage payments.  Mortgage payments are $41,500 

per month (interest and principal). 

 

The Archdiocese loaned us the money to start our parish and build our 

facilities on the basis of a commitment to Stewardship by the parish. 

We thank everyone whose support enables us to do the work of our 

parish.   



From Our Pastor 

of us all, brothers and sisters of Christ. 

Everything we do to build bridges 

among peoples, to build unity among all 

God’s children, or to care for those in 

need is indeed the work of the Lord. 

Let’s pray for God’s grace to help us in 

some small way to overcome the chasms 

that divide people. 

On a personal note, as many of you 

know, a week ago Friday I celebrated 

my 70th birthday. I want to thank 

everyone for the warm wishes and 

generosity to me on my birthday. I feel 

very blessed to be part of this 

community. Birthdays that end in 0 are 

often milestones that cause us to think, 

and 70 is one of them for me. I am 

blessed with good health, but I do 

recognize that I have slowed down in the 

last year or two. The standard retirement 

date from active assignment for Chicago 

archdiocesan priests is July 1 of the year 

in which he turns 70. My retirement date 

would have been this past July 1. A year 

ago I asked for and received a one-year 

extension, so my term as a pastor 

currently runs until July 1, 2017. After 

much prayer and reflection, I have 

spoken to the Priests’ Placement Board 

and have asked to retire from the 

pastorate next year. I did this for a 

variety of reasons. I’ve always told 

myself that I should retire six months too 

early rather than six months too late. The 

key reason though is that I do not feel 

that I have the energy to give the work 

as pastor all that it deserves. I am finding 

it more and more difficult to function 

well at evening meetings. I feel that our 

active and large parish needs someone 

with the energy and enthusiasm to 

address the challenges we face. I do not 

see myself as retiring from the 

priesthood, but rather from the active 

assignment as a pastor. My hope is to 

continue living in this area (I will be 

looking to buy or rent a condominium or 

D ear People of St. Stephen, 

Thanks to Francisco Camacho,  

Paul Yedwofski, Ron Lynn, Mike 

Cooke, Deacon Chuck McFarland, and 

all the Men’s Club and other volunteers 

who organized a successful 5K Run/

Walk to Help Those In Need last 

Saturday. 95 participants from grade 

school age to seniors participated. Their 

efforts help to support programs that 

assist the needy like PADS, the Catholic 

Charities Meals Program, and our St. 

Vincent de Paul Society. Thanks to all 

the participants and volunteers. 

The 5K supports activities that respond 

to the very challenge we hear in the 

gospel this weekend – Jesus’ parable of 

Lazarus and the rich man. The Lord 

challenges us to avoid setting up a 

chasm between us and any person in 

need. We live in a world where very real 

fears are present. It is easy to want to 

isolate ourselves and to see ourselves as 

separate from others who may be in very 

different situations from us and may be 

seen as a threat in some way. Jesus’ 

parable challenges us to see others as 

God sees them, to recognize that they 

too are children of the Lord. It is the 

same challenge that St. Teresa of 

Calcutta poses to us as she saw Christ in 

the poorest of the poor. The Bible is full 

of references to the poor and to the 

forgotten and of the responsibility of 

God’s people to care for them. The most 

famous of these is perhaps in Matthew 

25, in which Jesus lays out what we call 

the corporal works of mercy and 

concludes with Jesus’ challenging 

words: “Whatever you do for the least of 

my brothers, you do for me.” It is not 

always easy to see how best to address 

people who are very needy or in very 

difficult situations. The gospel challenge 

is always to recognize the tie that we 

have with them. We are indeed sons and 

daughters of the same Creator and Father 

apartment in the area) and to help out in 

parishes - here and elsewhere - as the 

pastors see the need. I admit I am getting 

a bit nervous wondering what it will be 

like when I make this change. I pray for 

the Holy Spirit’s guidance to lead me to 

discern what it means to give of myself 

as a priest in the later years of my life. I 

hope to continue to help out in 

sacramental and educational activities 

and to perhaps assist part-time at a 

hospital. I pray that I will be open to 

what the Lord might have in store for me 

as I continue to try to serve as a priest. 

What is next for the parish? The process 

begins with the Priests’ Placement Board 

developing a profile of the parish as they 

seek to identify a new pastor. That 

process will begin with meetings here on 

Tuesday, October 25. Bishop Wypych 

and two priests from the Placement 

Board will meet with the staff and 

parishioners that day, with the general 

meeting being at 7 PM in the church. 

The Board will identify a priest to 

recommend to Archbishop Cupich to be 

appointed as pastor. The Archbishop 

makes the appointment. The general date 

for new assignments is July 1. However, 

if the priest who the Board identifies is 

on sabbatical or won’t be available for 

some reason on July 1, I will continue 

here until the time the new pastor 

arrives. It was important for me to make 

this decision at this time to allow the 

Placement Board plenty of time to 

identify a new pastor. Until my actual 

retirement date, I intend to be as active 

as I am now. The work of this parish is 

too important for anything less. I look 

forward to continuing serving here as 

pastor and to continue serving as a priest 

when the time comes for a new phase in 

my life. 

May God bless you and your loved ones. 

Fr. Jay 



Spiritual Life 

 The Road to Emmaus Day of Renewal 

Next Saturday, October 1, 2016 

Please join us in walking on the Road to Emmaus—a 

renewal day promising to take you on the same journey 

the disciples experienced on the Road To Emmaus. This 

one-day event will be thought provoking and spiritually 

enriching. Fellow parishioners will share their stories of 

the awareness of Jesus in their lives and their personal 

relationships with Him. Come join us for this faith-filled 

day, put aside your daily routines, and deepen your 

relationship with Jesus.  

 

Date: Saturday, October 1, 2016 

Time: 9 AM—4:45 PM followed by Mass  

Where: St. Stephen Church, RE Side     

Registration Fee: $10—includes lunch   

Transportation: Available, if needed. 

Registration forms: Located under the “News and 

Events” tab at www.ststephentinley.com or at the back 

of church.  

Questions: Please contact Barbara Black by email at 

Barbara@ststephentinley.com or call her at                      

708-466-9962. 

2016 Life Chain—Next Sunday, October 2 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 2  from 2:00 to 

3:30 PM. Life Chains will again form along local streets 

across the United States and Canada. Standing publicly, 

Christians will witness to the value of life and pray 

silently for an end to abortion. Please join St. Stephen as 

we attend this life-saving event on 159th Street between 

Harlem Avenue and 80th Avenue on the south side of the 

street across from Harbor Freight. To allow time for 

distribution of signs, please plan to arrive by 2 PM.  

Pray for a Cure... 
Cancer Awareness Mass—October 8 at 5 PM 

Survivors of cancer and their families are asked to join us 

for a special Mass to pray together in community for all 

those who suffer from cancer, all those who are survivors 

of cancer, and for those who have lost the battle to cancer.  

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry will be at this Cancer 

Awareness Mass to provide a comfort shawl for your 

loved one. A memorial book will be available in the 

narthex to sign for all those who have died from cancer.   

A balloon launch will take place after Mass for loved ones 

lost to cancer. 

For more information or anyone wishing to help at the 

Mass, please contact Maureen Patula at 708-614-5728. A Walk Through Our Church 

and 

The Mass: A Step by Step Experience 

 
St. Stephen is offering a unique two-night experience     

for parishioners and friends. Be sure to mark your 

calendars for these not-to-be missed opportunities. All are 

welcome! 

 

Tuesday, October 11 at 7 PM—Fr. Jay will conduct a 

tour of the church building beginning in the narthex. He 

will highlight interesting details about the crucifix and 

striking stained glass window behind it. He will point out 

many focal points in our church and discuss their history 

and/or the artistry behind them.  

 

Wednesday, October 12 at 7 PM—Fr. Jay will celebrate 

a step by step Mass, stopping to highlight the different 

parts of the Liturgy and to explain what they mean. After 

the celebration there will be a question and answer 

session where participants’ questions about the Mass will 

be answered. 

Faith Series Book Discussions 

 
Our next book in the Faith Series is 

The Spirit of Faith.  We will begin our 

sessions on Saturday, October 15 at 

8:45 AM in the parish offices and will meet for seven 

sessions. The sessions will consist of Scripture readings, 

essays, discussions, sharing, and times of prayer.  All the 

sessions are focused on the gifts and the work of the Holy 

Spirit in our lives. The books will be on sale for $5 each in 

the large meeting room after all Masses the weekend of 

October 8 and October 9 .  

 

If you would like to start a group in your home, please 

contact Barbara Black at Barbara@ststephentinley.com 

or 708-466-9962 so we can have signup sheets available 

for participants. 

mailto:Barbara@ststephentinley.com


Marriage 
Marriages: Daniel T.  &  Sharon L.  Blackburn 

Banns III: Nicholas Wisniewski & Danielle Diggs 

Over the last two weekends our parish celebrated the  

Spirituality of Stewardship, which included a ministry   

signup fair in the narthex. During our fair, over 100 

people joined various ministries in our parish. This is a 

record number of parishioners joining ministries at the 

signup fairs. Thank you for sharing your talents and your 

time with our parish! 

For those who did not get a chance to join and may still 

want to get involved, our ministries always welcome new 

members at anytime. Everyone is most cordially invited to 

join the ministry of their interest and choice. Thank you 

again and if you have questions, please phone me.              

-Deacon Joe 708-342-2400 

Parish Life 

Parish Life Events and Reminders:  

 Welcome Sunday—This Sunday, September 25 

Everyone is invited to our parish fellowship event after the 

10 AM Mass in the education wing. Please join us in the 

large meeting room. New parishioner registration will be 

held in rooms 158 and 159 at this same time.  

Seniors Young @ Heart—Monday, September 26 

Please join us this Monday at 10 AM in the large meeting 

room for the opening meeting of St. Stephen's Seniors 

Young @ Heart. Refreshments will be provided by the 

board. Please remember to bring your completed 

registration form and your $15 annual dues.  

 Annual Blessing of Pets—Saturday, October 8 

Our parish’s annual pet blessing will be celebrated in 

honor of St. Francis on Saturday, October 8 at 1 PM on the 

southwest part of the parking lot near the St. Francis 

statue. All pets and their owners and friends are invited to 

attend. Please phone Deacon Joe at 708-342-2400 with 

any questions.  

 2017 Golden Opportunities Coupon Books  

Golden Opportunities Coupon Books are available for $25 

in the parish office. If you have any questions, please call 

Connie Lambke at 708-263-0441. 

 Attention All Mass Greeters 

The Greeter’s schedule for October, November, and 

December 2016 are available in the narthex. If you are a 

current greeter and would like to make changes to your 

schedule, please let Deacon Joe Stalcup know by Monday, 

September 26. He can be reached at 708-342-2400. 

Thank you to all our                                                 

Business, Ministry, and Family Sponsors  

Business sponsors include: Thomas Sonneveld DDS, 

Sheehy Funeral Home, Patrick Murphy State Farm, 

McCauley Mechanical Construction, Carol's Travel, Lawn 

Funeral Home, J Grady Construction, Animal Wellness 

Center of Monee, Brady Gill Funeral Home, Bettenhausen 

Dodge Jeep,. The following companies donated product 

or gift certificates: Aurelio's Pizza, Culvers, Lumes 

Restaurant, Merlin Muffler, Nancy’s Pizza, Tin Fish.  

Ministry sponsors include: Knights of Columbus, Men's 

Club, PADS Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul, Respect Life 

Ministry, Seniors Young at Heart, Teens Growing in 

Faith, Religious Education and Cardinal Bernadin School. 

Family sponsors include: The Allbee Family, Barbara 

Black, John & Susan Bogumil, The Bugos 

Family, Ronald Centanni, The Cullina Family, Dave & 

Eugenie Darling, Loren & Jackie Davidson, Fr. Jay Finno, 

Jane Flanagan, Ray & Mary Garbaciak, James & Roberta 

Grady, Keith & Sharon Grill, Jack & Pat Heniff, The 

Hughes Family, Dick & Elaine Lindenmeyer, Mark & 

Chris Losey, Scott & Lynlee Marhanka, Ron & Debbie 

Markham, Deacon Chuck & Terese McFarland, Paul & 

Beth Mikula. 

St. Stephen’s Men’s Club                                         

Thanks Our 5K Participants and Sponsors 
 

The Men's Club thanks those who participated in our 16th 

Annual 5K, renamed 5K To Help Those In Need. We also 

want to thank the many volunteers who contributed to the 

success of this event.  Race results can be found online at 

www.racetimeinfo.com. Click on results, then click on 

September 2016 and scroll down to St. Stephen 

5K. Results are posted in both age group and overall 

categories. Again, thank you for your participation. 

http://www.racetimeinfo.com/


Disclaimer—Prize amounts are subject to change in proportion to squares sold if less than 200 squares are purchased.                                            

Of course, our goal is to sell out all 500 squares so that we can make a significant donation to the Parish Life Center building fund! 

Office use only: 

   Cash prizes will be awarded for an entire year!  

St. Stephen Parish 500 Club Raffle—Please return no later than October 28, 2016. 

Name(s) As It Will Appear on the Square:  

Address:  

City:                  Zip: 

Phone #:  

 Cash 

 Check #________ 

1st square: First choice________Second choice:________Third choice:________                     Assigned: _________ 

2nd square: First choice________Second choice:________Third choice:________                     Assigned:_________ 

Please remit $50 for each square purchased. Note: Only 500 squares will be sold. Squares are assigned on a first come, first 
serve basis. A random number will be assigned if your square choice number is taken. If less than 200 squares are sold, prizes 
awarded will be proportionate to the amount of squares sold.   

Square Number Choice—1 to 500: 

Make checks payable to St. Stephen Parish. Mail to St. Stephen, 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487 Attn: 500 Club  

Dear Friends of St. Stephen Parish, 

Let’s have fun raising funds for our Parish Life Center! St. Stephen is introducing our new Parish 

500 Club Raffle—a year-long raffle featuring weekly drawings, bonus drawings, and a grand 

prize. Buy one $50 square and you have a chance at winning multiple times. All numbers are 

included in each drawing. If more than 200 tickets are sold, we plan to give away $9,125 in cash prizes! 

Here’s how it works: 

 Only 500 squares are available—so get your order for a square in early!  

 The cost of a square is $50. (The cost to participate is similar to buying a $1 lottery ticket each week.) 

 You have the chance of winning multiple times—your assigned number is your raffle number all year. Numbers are put 
back into the raffle drum after each weekly or bonus drawing.  

 Winners names will be announced in the bulletin and the winners’ checks will be mailed out each week.  

There are 51 weekly drawings, three Bonus drawings, and one Grand Prize drawing: 

 For the 51 weekly drawings—two lucky numbers will be drawn each week. 1st Prize is $100; 2nd Prize  is $25. 

 Three Bonus drawings will be drawn during the year: 

 On November 4, 2016 at the Spaghetti Dinner—one $500 winner 

 On December 26, 2016 in honor of the Feast of St. Stephen—one $500 winner 

 In August 2017 at the Parish Picnic—one $500 winner 

 On Monday, October 30, 2017 (the last drawing) a $1,000 Grand Prize & a $250 2nd Prize  will be awarded.  

To purchase a Parish 500 Club square, complete the form below and return it to the parish office along with your payment. 

Get your order in early because we only have 500 squares to sell! How many squares you buy is up to you. Number square 

charts will be posted in the narthex once the drawing starts. Your participation in this raffle will help us to close the gap on 

the funds needed to build our Parish Life Center.  

Good luck everyone! 

Father Jay Finno  

Parish 500 

Club Raffle 

 



This unique shopping experience          

will be one weekend only: 

October 8th and October 9th 

Saturday 8 AM—Noon and 4:30 PM—6 PM 

Sunday 7:30 AM—1 PM and 5 PM—7 PM 

In the Large Meeting Room 

All Proceeds Benefit the Parish Life Center! 

 Over 100 Professional quality masks—Bela Lugosi 

Dracula, Lon Chaney Wolfman, Boris Karloff Frankenstein, 

and lots more! 

 Silent Auctions 

 Collectible Items 

 Accessories, Props, Decorations, Model Kits, and so much 

more! 

 There’s something for everyone! 

New and Display Items from a Closed Entertainment Agency: 

Cash or check only, please. 

Questions? Email Barbara Black at Barbara@ststephentinley.com 

Visit our Halloween Pop Up Shop!  

Parish Life Center Fundraising 



St. Stephen Parish would like to extend a warm welcome to our new parishioners 

who registered in  the month of August 2016. We are so glad you are here! 

Walter and Jennifer Bartusiewicz Natalie Lazarz Marcin and Anna Rychtarczyk 

Mark and Angela Fergus Kevin and Mary List Grace Schnell 

Brian and Lisa Fiene Ken and Sue Murray Kevin and Amanda Shewmaker 

Michael and Sheryl Guilfyle Jacob Nagan and Shara Svaybaguio Marek and Katoryna Szczech 

Elizabeth Hauser and Michael Mellody Stanley and Geraldine Pajkos Todd Triller and Christine Melant 

Delores Kapanowski Bryan and Molly Phillips Jose and Niki Valdivia 

Mark and Maureen Kapanowski Jonathan and Jessica Ryan James and Kara Vodicka 

 Shop at Ted’s Greenhouse from 9/12/16 through 10/15/16 and St. Stephen will receive 20% 

of the net proceeds. Just bring in this flier and present it at the checkout. 

 This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.  This promotion 

cannot be used to purchase gift certificates.  

 Ted’s Nursery has 1,200 plus varieties of annuals, 800 varieties of perennials, grasses and ferns, 200 varieties of 

herbs and vegetables (including heirloom varieties), hundreds of varieties of cacti and succulents, many unusual 

and hard to find houseplants, and specialty hanging baskets. Over 4 acres of plants to choose from! 
 

Questions? Please contact the parish office at 708-342-2400. 

Name of organization: St. Stephen Parish Life Center Customer Name:  

Date of purchase:  Address:  

Net amount of purchase:  Email:  

 

We gratefully acknowledge the following donors who have recently made a financial pledge or donation                                 

to our future Parish Life Center. Thank you for your generosity!  

Please note that the donor names listed in this bulletin are based on donations made to the Parish Life Center from July 27 through August 31, 
2016. Names of those who made a new pledge or donation after August 31, 2016 to the Parish Life Center will be published in a future bulletin.  
We welcome your support for this effort.  

Parish Life Center Donors 

Joseph and Diane Colletta Ann Hussain Barbara A. Pavlik-Pall Andrew Szymusiak 

James and Dena Concannon Arline Legerski Richard and Lisa Roach Ruth Terry  

William and Kathleen Gallegos Mary Ellen McNulty Timothy and Marianne Spratl  Dianne Woods 

Roy Haynes Ken and Sue Murray Gary and Mary Szafranski  

 Parish Life Center Fundraising 

St. Stephen Parish Life Center 
Fall Flower Fundraiser at Ted’s Greenhouse 

16930 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL     
MON-FRI 9-5   SAT 9-3  SUN 10-3 

www.tedsgreenhouse.com 

New Parishioners 



Youth Education and  Formation 

2016/17 Religious Education Schedule Dates 

This Week: 

 September 26 or 27 from 6:15pm—7pm                  
Parents/Guardians meeting in the church for First 
Reconciliation/First Holy Communion. Please pick one 

meeting to attend. Children do not attend. 

Upcoming: 

 October 01 or 02—Grade 2 Rite of Welcome Mass       

5pm Saturday and 10am Sunday Masses 

 October 17 or 18—Parents/Guardians meeting for 
Confirmation candidates in the Church from 6:15pm-
7pm. Please pick one meeting to attend. Children do not 

attend. 

 October 22 or 23—Grade 8 Confirmation candidate 

Mass 5pm Saturday & Sunday 10am 

For information about our Religious Education program, 

please visit our parish website www.ststephentinley.com 
and click on the “Rel. Ed” tab at the top of the page. 

Current information regarding Religious Education is listed 

here.  

 

2016/17 Growing with God Program  

Begins Sunday, October 2 during 10 AM Mass 

 

Program Information 
Growing With God (GWG) is a Sunday School program 

for registered children ages 3, 4 and 5/6 

(Kindergarten).  Ages for 2016/2017 are based on the 

child's age on October 1, 2016.  We meet in the Religious 

Education classrooms during the entire 10 AM Mass. 

Children will color, do a craft, sing and have a snack all 

while learning the meaning of the Gospel. They hear 

God's messages at their level while their parents and older 

siblings attend Mass. Classes are typically held on the 1st 

and 3rd Sunday of the month from October until 

April. We also sing a song at Mass during Advent, 

perform an Easter Program, and have a Graduation for 

our Kindergarten students. 
  

 

2016/17 Registration Information 

There is still space in our GWG program for 2016-17. 

GWG registration will remain open until the 

program reaches the 72 student maximum. 

 

Registration forms can be found online or picked up from 

the RE or Parish Offices.  To find the form online, go to 

www.ststephentinley.com  then select the Rel. Ed tab; 

then GWG; then the 2016/2017 registration packet). To 

register, return the completed forms along with a $30 fee 

per child, checks make payable to St. Stephen.  Turn in 

your registration to the Parish Office, the RE Office or 

put it in our GWG clear mailbox in the small hallway 

across from the Parish Office on the left.  

  

 

Volunteer Information 

TEENS -  If you are between the ages of 12-18 (entering 

7th grade through high school), enjoy working with little 

kids, and are willing to commit to volunteering for an 

hour and a half twice a month from October to April 

during the 10 AM Mass, you can be an aide in a 

classroom.  There are only a couple of teen aide openings 

left.  This is a school year commitment. 

 

If you have any questions and/or are interested in 

volunteering, please send an email to Laura Laird at 

Laura@ststephentinley.com or call her in the RE Office 

at 342-1544 x145.  

St. Stephen Pumpkin Patch 

October 2—October 31  

This year purchase your pumpkins from the 

St. Stephen Teen Group! Proceeds will go 

toward our 2017 Summer Mission Trip to 

Harlan, Kentucky. Pumpkins are from a farm 

on Native American land which also benefits that underserved 

area of the U.S. Population. Watch for the sea of orange on 

the west side of the church.   

Service Opportunities: 

October 1: Our load of pumpkins will arrive on Sat. 10/1 

at 4 PM. Help needed to unload and set up the patch.  

October 2—31: Daily help is needed. Seeking teens and 

VIRTUS trained parents to help sell the pumpkins daily 

outside of the church. This is a great way to share your time 

with our parish or earn service hours for junior high, high 

school, scouts, or confirmation.  

To sign up for one of these service opportunities:   

 Go online to www.signupgenius.com 

 Click on “Find a sign up” in the upper right corner 

 Type in Kyle@ststephentinley.com in the “Search by 

Email” box, then the random text code. You’ll then be 

directed to the online signup forms for the service 

opportunities mentioned above.   

Questions? Call Kyle Groves at 219-928-8386. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated egg 
cartons to our Religious Ed ministry. We have met 

our need for this project. We appreciated your help! 

http://www.ststephentinley.com
http://www.ststephentinley.com
mailto:Kyle@ststephentinley.com


Human Concerns 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Confidentiality & compassion are the                               

cornerstones of our ministry.  
 

Are you struggling and in need of help?  

Please contact our parish office at 708-342-2400, ask for the 

SVdP hotline, and leave a message when you are connected to 

the voicemail box. (Be sure to leave your name and a phone 

number where you can be reached.) Someone from our ministry 

group will contact you.           

 

Food Collection Next Weekend —

October 1 and October 2 

 Next Saturday and Sunday will be our 

monthly food collection for the St. Vincent de Paul 

Ministry to help support the Tinley Park food pantry. 

Non-perishable items such as breakfast cereal, pasta, 

pancake mixes, canned goods should be bagged and left 

in the church Narthex. Paper towels, toiletry paper, 

laundry detergent and cleaning supplies are always 

welcomed. St. Stephen Parish has created a section of 

the food pantry for gluten free foods. Please mark your 

bag “gluten free items” if you include those in your 

donations.  Please help our parishioners in need and 

thank you so much for your continued generosity and 

support .  

On September 27, the Church celebrates the feast of St. Vincent            

de Paul, who knew that “God had sent him to bring good news to the 

poor.” Together with your gifts, the members of the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul continue his work and mission in our parish. In the 

month of September, through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul was able to “bring good news to the poor,” by assisting families, 

providing in food, for utility and rent bills, etc.             

Save the Date! Free Admission! 

Friday, October 7
th

 at 7:30 PM 

Respect Life Ministry                                                    

In Memory of 60,000,000 Babies 

 
 

During October, National Respect Life Month, our parish and 

our community will see 60 white crosses at both entrances to our 

parking lot to honor and remember 60,000,000 babies lives lost 

to abortion since the 1973 Roe v Wade decision. Each cross 

represents 1,000,000 babies, a vivid way to touch our hearts. We 

pray for an end to abortion and we thank God for the precious 

gift of life.  Human life is sacred from the moment of conception 

to natural death. Saint John Paul II said, “Give us the grace when 

the sacredness of life before birth is attacked, to stand up and 

proclaim that no one ever has the authority to destroy unborn 

life.” 

God’s “Big Hug” Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Next Meeting—Thursday, October 6      

We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 10 AM in 

room 125 of the parish offices. The Prayer Shawl Ministry 

creates hand knit or crocheted shawls and chemo caps for 

the sick, homebound, those who are grieving, or to 

celebrate a very special occasion! If you know of 

someone in need of a shawl, please request one. Our 

ministry is open to everyone—even if you cannot attend 

the meetings. Shawls can be created at home, on your own 

time and own speed. We ask that you make the shawls no 

smaller than 25”x 60”.  This size is a perfect fit for those 

receiving shawls. We welcome everyone to bring your 

latest project and join us for friendly conversation or 

instruction from one of our members.  Currently, we are 

making plans for the Cancer 

Awareness Mass on October 8th. 

Donations of yarn as well as 

monetary donations are always 

welcome. For more information 

about our ministry, please contact 

Dorothy at 708-614-2588. 



Polish Ministry 

Military Corner 

Please pray for our Military men and women on a daily basis for their safe return. 

CPL Nicholas Cascone Lt. Amanda Griffith Tsgt. Laura Langley Sgt. Dominic Messina 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Sgt. Evan Grober Ssgt. Carl Langley PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Major Vincent Cesaro Capt. Michael Gryczka Sgt. Joseph Malone LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Lt. Dan Kniaz  Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

Ewangelia pracy 

  Pewne przemówienie 30 lat temu zyskało sobie nazwę »Ewangelia pracy«. Ktoś zapyta, czy praca może być ewangelizowana? 

Widocznie tak, skoro sam Papież Jan Paweł II Błogosławiony kilkakrotnie użył tego określenia w swoim przemówieniu do 

dwumilionowej rzeszy mieszkańców Górnego Śląska zgromadzonej na katowickim lotnisku w  dniu 20 czerwca 1983 r. 

  I tak sobie myślę, że w dzisiejszych czytaniach znajdujemy teksty kwalifikujące się do  Ewangelii pracy. Przecież 

niejednokrotnie spotykamy osoby, które bezskutecznie poszukują pracy zarówno w kraju, jak i za granicą, błąkają się od zakładu 

do zakładu, nie mogą się zrealizować w pracy, nawet, jeśli mają właściwe wykształcenie. Istnieją zakłady, w których otrzymanie 

pracy wiąże się z wyrzeczeniami, rezygnacją z życia rodzinnego lub rozłąką z rodziną. 

  I w tym momencie Amos, jakby pisząc do nas, mówi: „Słuchajcie tego wy, którzy gnębicie ubogiego i bezrolnego 

pozostawiacie bez pracy,” (Am 8,4). Z jednej strony wymaga się ślepego wykonywania zadań zleconych pracownikowi, a z 

drugiej strony nie daje się mu wolności, nie respektuje się świąt i niedziel, poniża się go. I znowu pasuje tu cytat z tej księgi: 

„Będziemy kupować biednego za srebro, a ubogiego za parę sandałów i plewy pszeniczne będziemy sprzedawać.” (Am 8,6). 

  Nieustannie aktualne są słowa świętego Pawła do Tymoteusza. Paweł prosi, wręcz zaleca, by „prośby, modlitwy, wspólne 

błagania, dziękczynienia odprawiane były za wszystkich ludzi: za królów i za wszystkich sprawujących władzę, abyśmy mogli 

prowadzić życie ciche i spokojne z całą pobożnością i godnością.” (1Tm 2,1b-2). 

  Kulminacją dzisiejszych czytań jest Ewangelia, która wzbudza w nas pytanie: dlaczego pan chwali nieuczciwego rządcę, który 

trwonił jego dobra i uciekał się do nieuczciwych podstępów? Czego ta przypowieść ma nas uczyć? Dbamy o pieniądze, a nie 

dbamy o życie duchowe. Można komuś oddać połowę długu, np. połowę korca, jak w przypowieści, ale nie można dać Panu 

Bogu tylko połowy duszy, bo nie można tylko w połowie służyć Bogu, a w połowie należeć do świata. Tak jak rządca trwonił 

dobra swego pana, tak my trwonimy dobra Pana Jezusa. Trwonimy czas – wielki Boży majątek dany nam do zarządzania. 

Ograniczamy naszą zdolność kochania, łamiąc przykazania miłości. Natomiast nie naśladujemy rządcy w najważniejszym: nie 

liczymy się z tym, co będzie potem. 

  „Zdaj sprawę z twego zarządu”. Co wtedy odpowiemy? Postępowanie zarządcy przełożone na język nam współczesny to 

pokazanie zasady, którą i dzisiaj kierują się mali ludzie, gdy dochodzą do władzy. Nieuczciwymi środkami chcą zabezpieczyć 

sobie przyszłość, jak rządca z przypowieści. Posługując się bogactwami powinniśmy mieć na uwadze swój cel – wieczność. Jeśli 

pokładamy naszą nadzieję w dobrach doczesnych, znieczulamy nasze serca i oddalamy się od Boga – naszego Ojca w niebie.  

MATKO BOŻA i nasza MATKO, prosimy, jednocz nas z Jezusem, abyśmy nie ulegali pokusom tego świata i służyli Bogu, a 

nie mamonie. 

 

Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana                                                                                                                                                   

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 1PM                                                                                                                                     

-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of 6:30-7:30pm Msza o 7:30pm                                                                                                                                             

-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm                                                                                                                                                                                             

-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30am                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 



Parish Calendar 

Celebrants, Deacons, Greeters, and Counters 

 Minister’s Schedule                                                                                            
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers. Log on to the Web Terminal for the latest updated minister postings. To 

become part of our New Scheduling Process, please email Deacon Ken Zawadzki at dcnken@ststephentinley.com for 

more information. 

 Counselor Available                                                                                                                                                                                     

Michele L. Nowak, LCPC, is available to provide counseling to individuals and couples right here at St. Stephen parish! 

She is a staff member of The Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. Blue Cross / Blue Shield accepted. 

Those without insurance are eligible for sliding scale fees  based on income & number of dependents.   Appointments 

can  be made by calling 312- 655-7725. The first session is free for all who are members of St. Stephen.   

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM 
Sun 1 PM 

Polish 

10/2 Celebrant           Fr Greg 

  Deacons             

  Greeters Flo Simosky   Mary Ellen Kut Barb Ridge Judy Kluchins   

    Joan Beck   Michael Kut Bob Ridge Julie Gilligan   

    Jean Coughlin   Mike Tyrrell Dorothy Meyrick Seana Gilligan   

    Mary Tafoya   Eileen Tyrrell Bob Meyrick Natalie Sims   

  Counters 9/25 Team #1 10/2 Team #2     

Save the Date: Kingdom Weekend – April 1 and 2, 2017  

Mon  09-26 RE 4:15-5:30pm #125; 6pm-7:15pm 125/126  |  RE 4:15-5:30pm; 6pm-7:15pm  

 10:00 AM Seniors Young @ Heart Mtg. LMR    

 6:15 PM - 7:00 PM Parent Mtg 1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion Church  

 7:30 PM Emmaus Meeting #126   

Tues  09-27 RE 4:15-5:30pm; 6pm-7:15pm  |  1:00 PM Pastoral Staff #126  

 6:15 PM - 7:00 PM Parent Mtg 1st Reconciliation & 1st Communion Church    

 7:30 PM Highlanders #170/171/172/173  

 7:30 PM Kingdom Meeting #126  |  7:30 PM Rosary Daily Chapel  

Wed  09-28 Men's Club Fundraiser Gatto's Restaurant  |  RE 4:15-5:30pm; 6pm-7:15pm  

 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM Moms and Tots #161  |  1:30 PM Parish Worship Team Sub-Committee #126  

 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Laura Laird #126  |  7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Choir Church/Music Room  

Thurs  09-29 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM Adoration of Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel with Rosary @ 8:30am    

 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Children's Choir Church  

 6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Benediction Daily Chapel followed by Divine Mercy Prayers    

 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Praise Band Church  

Fri  09-30 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM Scripture Study #126  

Sat  10-01 Narthex...St. Vincent dePaul Food Drive  |  9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Emmaus Retreat Education Wing  

 5:00 PM Rite of Welcoming Gr. 2 Church  

 7:00 PM 1st Sat Mass (Polish) Church  

Sun 10-2 Narthex...St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive | 9:30 AM RCIA #125  

 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Growing With God, #162/163/164/165/166/167  

 10:00 AM Rite of Welcoming Gr. 2 Church | 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism  

mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com


 Pray for Our Deceased 

 Weekly Readings 

Welcome to Our Newly Baptized 

Mass Pray for our Sick 

To help keep the list of names read at Mass and placed in the bulletin  

accurate  and  current,  we  will  keep  the name of a non-parishioner 

who is an immediate family member of our parishioner on the list at 

Mass for two weeks and in the bulletin for two weeks. For a 

parishioner, we will keep the name on the list at Mass for four weeks 

and in the bulletin for 60 days. We ask that an immediate family 

member call after 4 weeks if you wish to have the name continued to 

be read at Mass.  

Sun Am 6: 1a. 4-7/ Ps 146: 7. 8-9. 9-10   

Mon Jb 1: 6-22/ Ps 17: 1bcd. 2-3. 6-7  

Tues Jb 3: 1-3. 11-17. 20-23  

Wed Jb 9: 1-12. 14-16  

Thur Dn 7: 9-10. 13-14   

Fri Jb 38: 1. 12-21; 40: 3-5  

Sat Jb 42: 1-3. 5-6. 12-17  

9/25 Sunday  Requested by : 

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace  

 Tom Ceska Barb Scherer 

8:30am Joseph Spedale The Family 

 Raymond Norbot The Family 

10:00am Robert Wasak Jeff & Alisa Wasak 

 Sablick & Vasek Families          The Family 

11:30am Charlotte Mann The Family 

  Ed Burns David & Chris Prete 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

6:15pm Mary Henry The Tesher Family 

  Tom Ceska M/M J. DeAmbrose 

9/26 Monday    

8:00am Albert Dalto Adult Altar Servers 

 Purgatorial Society   

9/27 Tuesday     

8:00am Connie Sobieski Dorothy Spiczak 

 John Carroll Frank & Marie Murray 

9/28 Wednesday   

8:00am Henry Michalski Dolores Michalski 

 Josephine & Frank Kwiatt Anna Plecki 

9/29 Thursday    

8:00am Gilbert & Eileen Young The Young Family 

 Phyllis Kabat The Family 

9/30 Friday   

8:00am Christine Hession Noreen Galvin 

  Jerome J. Brasky Dolores Michalski 

10/1 Saturday  

8:00am Tom Ceska Sr. Altar Servers 

  Mary Cranny Carol Fornek 

5:00pm Joyce Martin The Martin Family 

 Ed Burns Jackie Cimino 

  Jim Dwyer Marilyn 

 Tom Cole RE Staff 

 James Courtney Rosemary LaManna 

10/2 Sunday   

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Justine Janasek The Family 

8:30am Thomas Rogan The Family 

 Lorraine Pudelek The Family 

10:00am Dorothy O'Connell Barb Aherns 

 Gibbons & McLean Families The McLean Family 

11:30am Dorothy Zak Joan Halper 

 JoAnn Moy Ho 
Bob & Katherine Dietz 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

6:15pm Tom Ceska Amy Fry 

 Irene Beck Welcoming Team #3 

Benjamin Paul Balchunas Skylar Lynn Fenton 

Austin Robert D'Andrea Olivia Rose Fergus 

Jaxon Anthony Fenton Mila Rae Mihalovich 

Beverly Brady Tim Newquist 

Jim Brady Roberta Paulauskis 

Helen Conners Henry Preston 

Roman Faltenberg  

Gerry Barnes Anna Kelly 

Julie Barth Joey Moylan 

Arlene  Beavan Geri Mulhall 

Bill Beavan Dave Newquist 

Kathie Brosius Dana Nosek 

Patricia Brychek Barb & Joe Onak 

Tammy  Burns Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

Joanne Chess Dennis Rioran 

Thomas Conners Marek Rudzki 

John Cornwall Betty  Ruzich 

John Czerniak Nicole Siedschlag 

Ida DeJohn Debra Spedale-Lang 

Janice Dorff Betty Staniszewski 

Joe  Dorff Rachel  Swallow 

Bill Dunlap Joseph Tierney 

Bill Galvin Michael Vasek 

Mike Gleason MaryBeth Vasquez 

Caroline Grady Kelly  Weiss 

Larry Hersh Ken & Patricia Weissman 

Bill Keating Bill Yardon 

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray 



Thank You Advertisers 
Earn  $$$$  for  St .  Stephen’s  Parish!  

Have lunch or dinner at Gatto's on the 2nd or 4th Wednesday of 

the month and help in raising funds for St. Stephen’s parish. 

The parish will receive 15% of the before tax cost of 

your meal.  Please present this coupon to your server or ask 

your server to write   St. Stephen's Men's Club on your bill. 

 

Nancy’s Pizza and St. Stephen Pizza Coupon  

20% of the pre-tax amount 

(10% if a discount coupon is used)  to be 

donated to the 

St. Stephen Parish Center Fund. 

Coupon good on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays!   

Nancy’s Pizza at 171st Street and 80th Avenue (in the Family 

Dollar Plaza) is making an offer to St. Stephen Parishioners.  

On any Monday through Wednesday, present this coupon and 

20% of the pre-tax amount (10% if a discount coupon is used) 

will be donated to the St. Stephen Parish Center Fund.  You 

can enjoy a pizza and support our parish.  Nancy’s Pizza’s 

number is 708-614-6100. 

 

St. Stephen Men’s Club 

Dine-In or Carryout 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

of the month 

15% Donation (before tax) 

Present this coupon to your 

server 

 


