
Liturgy Schedule: Mon.—Sat. 8 am; Mass of Anticipation, Saturday, 5 pm;                                                                          
Sunday 7 am, 8:30 am, 10 am, 11:30 am, 6:15 pm, and Polish at 1 pm                                

Reconciliation: Saturday 8:45 am—9:30 am           

  St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish      
November 20, 2016     Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 



 Our Parish School—Cardinal Bernardin 
Principal—Ms. Mary Iannucilli  

Address:  9250 W. 167th Street  Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525  School Fax:  708.403.8621                                                              

Website: cjbschool.org            Email: info@cjbschool.org 

New Parishioner Registration 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 

1pm in Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office 

for the necessary preparations. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 

8:45—9:30am  in the church or by  appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the 

weddings of both registered parishioners and the children of 

registered parishioners. Information is available from one of 

the priests or deacons. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound 

parishioners can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg at the parish 

office or Barbara Black at 708-466-9962. 

Stewardship: Sharing Our Treasure 

Sacraments 

St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel. 

Our Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, 

our work places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to 

nurture those gifts and to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, 

and material treasure. In all of our parish activities we seek to develop a 

personal relationship with the Lord who directs our lives and a vision that 

sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that leads to a commitment to 

justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open and 

welcoming people and a sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of God’s 

love. 

 Parish Office 

Our Parish Mission 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                                
Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                                                                

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                            

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                          

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of St. 

Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage payment to 

the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our monthly collections.  

Also, please consider making electronic donations through Give 

Central. Go to our website ststephentinley.com and click on 

Online Giving to sign up. Online donations can be scheduled at 

the frequency you choose through either your band or credit card. 

Religious Education Office 
Director of Religious Education—Sandi Morgan              

Assoc. Director of Religious Education—Leslie Krauledis 

Admin. Assistant for Religious Education—Joann Buryj          

Religious Education Secretary—Patti Parker                      

Phone: 708.342.1544                             

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every 

month  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, 

Wednesdays  at 8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please 

contact the parish office.  

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through     

the Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. 

Appointments with our parish counselor Michele L. 

Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact 

Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of help, please 

contact St. Stephen’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry through 

the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program,       

St. Stephen offers English and Polish support groups. 

Please contact the parish office for more information.  

For those in need... 

 September  2016 Year to Date 

Actual $108,893 $343,307 

Budget $116,375 $371,125 

Surplus / (Shortfall) ($7,482) ($27,818) 

Please consider remembering your parish when preparing your will.  

Robert Conlin Joseph Stalcup Deacons: 

William Engler Pete Van Merkestyn  

Chuck McFarland Kenneth Zawadzki  

William Schultz   

Collections                                      

For 11-06-2016 

Regular $23,522.00  

Kids $52.65  

Sharing  $111.00  

All Saints $679.00  

All Souls $562.00  

Address: 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487                                                                                                                                                             

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-6pm; 

Sat Noon-5pm; Closed Mon-Friday from 12:30-1pm.                        

Office Phone: 708.342.2400  

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Website: www.ststephentinley.com                                              

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com 

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by 

noon on Wednesday eleven days prior to publication. 

Our Staff 



From Our Pastor 

 D ear People of St. Stephen, 

During this Year of Mercy, the 

readings from St. Luke’s gospel have 

been teaching us how to live our life 

in Christ with hope. It is the hope 

found in the stories of those who are 

lost and abandoned, who Christ 

searched out and brought home to 

safety. It is the story of the prodigal 

son, the man rescued by the Good 

Samaritan, the beggar Lazarus, and 

today the Good Thief. We all receive 

the hope that comes from the Lord 

who seeks us out and loves us; we are 

called to share the life and hope and 

love Jesus gives with others. This is 

our mission as the Church. 

On this weekend when Cardinal 

Cupich becomes a member of the 

College of Cardinals, he is asking us 

all to take up that mission as disciples 

with fresh enthusiasm through the 

effort called “Renew My Church”. 

This weekend he is asking all pastors 

to communicate about this effort that 

will involve clusters of parishes 

planning together. The title “Renew 

My Church” is inspired by the 

encounter St. Francis had with Jesus 

as he prayed before the famous San 

Damiano Cross. It is at that moment 

that St. Francis heard Jesus say to him: 

“Rebuild My Church.”  

Cardinal Cupich has asked us to notice 

three things about the San Damiano 

Cross as a way to keep our focus as 

the “Renew My Church” process 

continues. First, on the San Damiano 

Cross, unlike most crucifixes, Jesus, 

while near death, is still alive and 

speaking. It is a reminder that taking 

up the mission in every age is Christ’s 

work, not ours, and discipleship will 

therefore always involve a dying, a 

leaving behind old patterns and 

pathways that may have made us 

comfortable and even complacent. 

There will be dying in the process of 

“Renew My Church”, as we live as 

Church with fewer priests and 

religious, at least for the immediate 

future, and seek to work with other 

parishes for the good of our mission. 

Christ calls us to become more 

intentional as disciples and to take up 

the work of the Church. Jesus, the one 

who conquered death, will be with us 

as we face the uncertainties of our 

future. 

Secondly, in the scene on the San 

Damiano Cross, Jesus has united 

around himself not only Mary and the 

apostle John, but also people of all 

backgrounds and people from the time 

of St. Francis. It is a reminder that one 

outcome that will help us to measure 

the success of “Renew My Church” is 

how it leaves us more united as a 

Church - united across racial, political, 

ethnic, and social lines. Similarly, it is 

a challenge to make sure that no one 

feels left behind but all are included. 

Finally, in the San Damiano Cross we 

see that above the dying Christ is a 

scene of the Resurrection. This is the 

promise held out to us, which will 

encourage us and prompt the spirit of 

sacrifice that will be needed for our 

working together. Yes, there is a cost 

for discipleship. Yes, there will be 

dying, but death will not have the last 

word. “Renew My Church” calls us   

to transform each of our lives and     

the entire Church—the kind of 

transformation that the Resurrection of 

Jesus brought to the entire world. 

Much like the Good Thief pleading to 

the dying Christ for new life, we are, 

in all our living as individual 

Catholics and as a community, invited 

to trust that Jesus is at our side and on 

our side. Just like the Good Thief who 

seemed to be destined to be with 

Christ at that particular moment, we 

too are living in a graced moment in 

history, invited to take up the mission 

of Christ with greater vigor as 

intentional disciples who can make a 

difference for the future. 

Pope Francis said these words in a 

homily last year in Philadelphia: 

“One of the great challenges facing 

the Church in this generation is to 

foster in the faithful a sense of 

personal responsibility for the 

Church’s mission and to enable them 

to fulfill that responsibility as 

missionary disciples, as a leaven for 

the Gospel in our world. This will 

require creativity in adapting to 

changed situations, caring for the 

legacy of the past not primarily by 

maintaining our structures and 

institutions, which have served us 

well, but above all by being open to 

the possibilities that the Holy Spirit 

opens up to us and by communicating 

the joy of the Gospel daily in our 

lives.” 

In the “Renew My Church” process, 

St. Stephen will be working with a 

group including six other parishes in 

the Tinley Park, Orland Park, and 

Orland Hills area: St. Elizabeth Seton, 

St. Francis of Assisi, St. Julie,          

St. George, St. Michael, and Our Lady 

of the Woods. The planning for this 

grouping of parishes will likely focus 

on how we can better cooperate in the 

Church’s mission and how we can 

best work together given the likely 

smaller number of priests available in 

coming years. The beginning of the 

actual planning process will likely 

come sometime in the next year. I ask 

your prayers for the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance for all the parishes in the 

Archdiocese as we begin this effort to 

invigorate our Church in the Chicago 

Archdiocese.    

May God bless you and your loved 

ones. 

-Fr. Jay 

The Priests, Deacons, and Staff of St. Stephen wish you and your families a Blessed Thanksgiving. We are truly grateful for all 
you do for our parish and community.  You have been a blessing to us for your giving spirit                                                              

and we are proud to call you our parish family. God bless and keep you and your families close to him. 

  



Spiritual Life 

The Holy Family Flowers  

were donated in memory of  

Steve Yanko  

for the week of November 20, 2016. 

Sponsored by The Yanko Family. 

The Sanctuary Candle  

burns in memory of  

Robert Przybylski 

for the week of November 20, 2016. 

Sponsored by Dianne Przybylski. 

 

Come and spend some quiet time with Jesus,          
who is truly present in the Holy Eucharist and 

allow Him to transform your life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday from 9:30 AM until 3:30 PM 

Thursdays from 8:30 AM until 6:30 PM 

  With Rosary at 8:30 AM 

 And Benediction at 6:30 PM 

Fridays from 9:30 AM until 3:30 PM 

 
St. Stephen Chapel 

Advent Candle Lighting 

Parishioners of St. Stephen are invited to 

help light the advent candles at Mass 

during Advent. A sign up form with 

available Mass times is available at the 

back of church on the ushers’ table. The 

Advent Intentions will also be brought up to the altar by 

those who sign up to light the candles. For those who do 

sign up—please check in with an usher no later than 10 

minutes before Mass starts. Otherwise, the ushers will 

look for someone to take your place. Please remember to 

honor your commitment.   

Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program 

Please consider signing up for the Parish Vocation Prayer 

Cross Program. Sign ups are at the back of church on the 

ushers’ table. The program works like this: At each Mass 

on Saturday evening or Sunday, a family, couple, or 

individual will be invited to come forward after 

communion to receive the Vocation Prayer Cross and a 

special prayer written to accompany it. In taking the 

cross, they commit themselves to pray during the week, in 

the name of our parish, the vocation prayer in 

thanksgiving for all those generously sharing in Church 

ministry and in asking God for an increase in vocations to 

the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, and lay Church 

ministries. Everyone is invited to participate in this 

program.  

Best Advent Ever with Dynamic Catholic  
 

This Advent, you are invited to participate in Best 

Advent Ever: Rediscover Christmas, a free email 

program from Dynamic Catholic that will help you slow 

down and focus on what really matters during the busy 

season. Each day, you’ll receive an email with practical 

tips, free Christmas music, or an inspirational video 

from Dr. Allen Hunt and other Catholic voices of our 

time. 

Simply sign up at www.BestAdventEver.com           

St. Stephen parishioners are 

invited to sign up for Formed—

an online resource filled with 

all the best Catholic content, all in one place. 

Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspiring 

talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks are just a 

click away. Take advantage of your free subscription and 

register using our parish code RR3NKN. Advent is a 

great time to sign up!                            www.formed.org 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.augustineinstitute.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F05%2Fformed-logo-1024x225.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.augustineinstitute.org%2Fformed%2F&docid=hrmtnK0ra5rslM&tbnid=iUMZvWzdXDKhEM%3A&vet=1&


Thanksgiving 

A Thanksgiving Day Family Prayer Service                                           

For Around the Thanksgiving Table  

Leader:  We come to our table to welcome this feast of Thanksgiving with joy 

and with gladness.  We have prepared this feast with good food and drink.  We 

have gathered together and come around this table to feast and to celebrate the 

many things for which we are grateful. The Lord is our light and or salvation.  

May this light burn brightly in our hearts and around this table, both at this 

Thanksgiving and at all of our family meals. (Grandparent or older child 

lights a candle.)  

Leader:  We give thanks today for all of the many gifts that we have received. 

Each person states one thing they are thankful for. 

Leader:  Let us also remember those members of this family and those loved ones 

who are not present at our table. 

(A silent pause, or the names of individuals are said aloud.  Each person reads a 

verse of the following until the prayer is completed.) 

Blessing: Lord of all blessings—from you has come a full harvest of gifts to us.  

With our uplifted hearts, we come today around this table to give thanks to you. 

We are grateful not only for the gift of our very lives but all the gifts of friendship, 

love, devotion, and forgiveness that we have shared. On this thanksgiving and this 

day of giving thanks, we thank you for showing us how to return thanks by lives of 

service, by actions of hospitality, by kindness to others, and by concern for each 

other. 

If guests  are present: We thank you for the presence of (names of guests) who, 

by their being present in our home, have added to this feast of joy and celebration. 

We are most grateful, today, for the way you our unseen God, have 

become visible to us in one another, both for our families and our 

friends, in countless daily gifts, and in the marvels of creation itself. 

Come Lord of gifts, bless our table and all the food of this feast. Let us 

thank the Lord today and all days. 

 

 Used with permission from Jubilee Day for Families –                        

Catholic Bishops Family Ministries Office, Archdiocese of Chicago. 

  May the hand of God always protect you and those you love. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass—Everyone is invited to celebrate Thanksgiving Day Mass with our            

St. Stephen parish community at 9 AM on Thanksgiving morning. Please join us as we come together 

to give glory and thanksgiving to God.  

Food Blessing—We invite everyone who comes to our Thanksgiving Mass to participate in our annual Thanksgiving 

food blessing. It is appropriate to ask the Lord to bless our Thanksgiving dinner, for all our gifts are from the Lord. 

Please bring non-perishable items such as bread, rolls, wine, etc. Items will be blessed after the Mass.  

Offertory—It is our parish’s tradition to donate our Thanksgiving offertory collection to our St. Vincent de Paul 

Ministry here at St. Stephen. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. This ministry has helped numerous parish and 

local families in meeting their basic needs of rent, mortgage payments, utilities, and food support when they find 

themselves in difficult or emergency situations. (See the St. Vincent de Paul annual report in this bulletin for more 

details.) Please contact Deacon Ken Zawadzki at 708-342-2400 for more information or if you are in need of help.  

On Thanksgiving Day, and always, the 
administration, faculty, and staff of the    
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
thank you for your support of Catholic 
education. We are grateful for the blessings 
of your prayers, your friendship, and your 
donations of time, talent, and treasure 
throughout the year.   

May God bless you for your goodness.   

We are proud to be your parish school! 

Thanksgiving Week 

Parish and RE Office Hours 
 

Wednesday, November 23 

Offices will close at 4 PM.  
 

Thanksgiving Day 

9 AM Mass 

Offices are closed.  

No Adoration on this day.  
 

Friday, November 25 

8 AM Mass 

Offices are closed. 

No Adoration on this day.  
 

Saturday, November 26 

8 AM Mass 

Parish office reopens at noon. 



Spiritual Life 

The Little Blue Book 

An Advent Prayer Book 
 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27.. Advent is a 

time of preparation for and reflection upon the birth of 

Jesus. To aid in the prayerful preparation for Advent   

The Little Blue Book written by Bishop Untener of 

Saginaw, Michigan offers a brief prayer for each day of 

Advent.  The Little Blue Book will be available in the 

magazine racks on the west wall of the narthex.  Please 

take one and use it for daily prayer during Advent. A 

donation of $1 is requested to pay for The Little Blue 

Book. By the way, the first Sunday of Advent begins a 

new year for the Church based on the Church’s calendar. 

Happy New Year! 

 METAL RECYCLING DRIVE  

Saturday, 11/19  from 4:30 —6:15 PM                                                  

Sunday, 11/20 from 7:30 AM—1 PM 

 YOUNG @ HEART  

Next general meeting—Monday, 11/ 21 @ 10 AM in LMR 

 MEN’S CLUB WREATH PICK UP 

Please remember to pick up your wreaths on Saturday, 

November 26 from 9:30—11:00 AM. If orders are not 

picked up during this time, they will be set on the side of 

the garage, tagged with the owner's name. Thank you for 

supporting the Men's Club Wreath Sale.  

 GOD’S BIG HUG PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Next meeting—Thursday, 12/1 at 10 AM in room 126.  

 PARISH 500 CLUB WINNERS WEEK OF 11/13 

$100—#359 L & S Labriola 

$25—#387 Chuck and Karen Cole 

 MEN’S CLUB FOOTBALL MANIA WINNERS 

Nine winners have been paid out a total of $750 dollars 

thus far. We’ve had (7) $25 winners; (1) $200 winner; and 

(1) $400 winner. Congratulations! Note—All proceeds 

from Football Mania will be donated back to St. Stephen to 

support the Parish Life Center. 

 COMEDY NIGHT  - SAVE THE DATE 

Our annual comedy night is scheduled for Saturday, 

January 21, 2017 at Orland Chateau. More details to come. 

Parish Life 

Our Lady of Fatima  

The Ambassadors of Mary will be 

making a pilgrimage to St. Stephen 

parish with the Our Lady of Fatima 

statue. Please join us Saturday, 

November 26 at 8 o’clock in the evening 

as we welcome Our Lady in prayer 

through the rosary. The statue's visit is intended to bring 

the graces of Fatima and Mary’s message of hope, peace, 

and salvation to those who may never have an opportunity 

to make a pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal. The rosary will 

be said at 7:30 PM each night from Sunday, November 27 

through Saturday, December 3. Please join us as we pray 

the mysteries of the rosary together as a community of 

faith.  

Save the Date—April 1 &2, 2017 
Kingdom Weekend 

Responding to Domestic Violence                            

in our Community 

This weekend Fr. Charles W. Dahm, O.P., Director of 

Domestic Violence Outreach for the Archdiocese of 

Chicago, will preach at all the Masses. Although largely 

unseen, domestic violence is rampant in the United States, 

including in our own community. Calls about domestic 

violence are the most frequent calls received by local 

police.  

On Monday, November 21, Fr. Dahm will meet at 7 PM 

at the parish office with those parishioners interested in 

learning more about domestic violence and/or helping our 

parish respond to the needs of victims in our community 

as sensitively and compassionately as we can.  

Please contact Deacon Bill Schultz in our parish office at 

708-342-2400 with questions or concerns.   

Human Concerns 



St. Vincent de Paul Annual Report—10/1/15 through 9/30/16  

Rent $14,507.94 31.6% 

Mortgage $11,520.59 25.1% 

Food $4,000.00 8.7% 

Utilities $2,804.80 6.1% 

Car Payment $2,300.88 5.0% 

Gift Cards $1,550.00 3.4% 

SVDP Chicago "Fund for the Poor" $1,500.00 3.3% 

Day Care $1,250.00 2.7% 

Insurance $1,084.06 2.4% 

SVDP National Disaster Fund $1,000.00 2.2% 

Tinley Park Food Pantry $1,000.00 2.2% 

Twinning $860.00 1.9% 

Medical Expenses $631.00 1.4% 

Thanksgiving Dinner $500.00 1.1% 

Freezer $388.51 0.8% 

SVdP District X meeting at church $312.59 0.7% 

Parishioner Financial Aid $258.25 0.6% 

Diaconate Program $200.00 0.4% 

Office Supplies $112.51 0.2% 

Men's Club Sponsor $100.00 0.2% 

Counseling $40.00 0.1% 

Total: $45,881.13 100.1% 

Over $26,000 or 56.7% of 

dollars donated helped to keep 

families in their homes. 

$5,500 went to feed the hungry 
(Food, TP Food Pantry, and 

Thanksgiving Dinners). 

Your generosity to the SVdP 

Little Black Boxes helps to 

bring God’s Love to the poor.  

The Thanksgiving Offering           
will be donated to the                   

St. Vincent de Paul  Ministry.  

Today, as we celebrate Christ the King, may we open the door of our heart so wide that 

we may listen to the voice of Jesus calling us to help build His kingdom on earth. 

Through your generosity, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at St. Stephen parish was 

able to help build the kingdom of God during the past year by assisting families both in 

our parish and in our community who found themselves in difficult or emergency 

situations, such as loss of a spouse, loss of a job, a medical emergency, etc.  

Each month, the St. Vincent de Paul ministry sponsors a food drive. Your non-perishable items and household 

products donations are shared with needy parishioners as well as community members through the Tinley Park 

Food Pantry. Equally as important is our financial assistance to those who are suffering. The confidential and 

compassionate ministry of St. Vincent de Paul witnesses God’s love by meeting and praying with those who 

request financial aid and assessing their true needs. Through the generous donations of our parishioners through our 

“Little Black St. Vincent de Paul Boxes” on each side of the Narthex, our ministry is able to help support people’s 

basic human needs such as shelter (rent, mortgage, utilities), food, and their ability to get to/from work (car 

payments). 

The chart below is an itemized accounting of how the St. Vincent de Paul 

ministry has distributed your generous donations to the poor and needy 

during our 2016 Fiscal Year. God bless you for your kindness and generosity.  

St. Vincent de Paul Annual Report 



St. Stephen Parish would like to congratulate our pastor      

Fr. Jay Finno for receiving the “Interfaith Advocate and 

Leader Par Excellence Award” and being recognized for all 

the years he has participated in the work of SWIFT 

(Southwest Interfaith Team). The award was presented at the 

SWIFT Meeting and Dinner held on November 13, 2016.  

Congratulations Fr. Jay!  We are very proud of you! 

Christmas Eve 

Nativity Liturgy 
As Advent season nears, it 

is time for us at St. Stephen 

to begin to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Your 

children, grades 1 and up, are invited to be a part of the St. 

Stephen Christmas Eve Nativity Liturgy.  At the 5pm Mass 

on Christmas Eve, our children will be presenting the 

Christmas Gospel. We hope to involve many of our  children  

in  this  beautiful experience.  All parts are non-speaking.    

A few special parts, grades 3 and up, will be selected by 

lottery.  While we have a few costumes, families will need 

to provide most costumes which are all very basic. Please 

consider the schedule of rehearsals below. All rehearsals 

are mandatory.  

Rehearsals for Children’s 5 PM Christmas Eve Mass: 

 Thursday 12/1 from 6—7 PM; in rooms 125/126           

(Assignment of parts.)  

 Thursday, 12/15 from 6—7  PM; in church 

 Tuesday, 12/20 from 6—7 PM; in church                                     

(Dress Rehearsal—Costumes must be worn.) 

If your child(ren) is interested in participating in this special 

Mass, please come to the first practice on December 1 at      

6 PM. Adult helpers are needed and welcome. 

If you have any questions, please call Fr. Jay at 708-342-

2400 or Sandi Morgan 708-342-1544, ext. 147. 

Parish Life 

SCRIP Gift Card Program is coming                                   

to St. Stephen for Christmas! 

 

Tis the season of giving! The SCRIP Program from our 

parish school—Cardinal Joseph Bernardin—will be 

selling gift cards for local and national merchants at all 

the Masses on December 3rd and 4th. Save yourself the 

hassle of running from store to store this holiday season 

or trying to find that perfect gift for that hard to buy 

person. Save time, gas, and avoid the lines of holiday 

shopping. SCRIP gift cards are the very same cards 

you would purchase at the store. Gift cards are safe and 

easy to use without the threat of identity theft. 

Gift cards for over 200 retailers and restaurants, including 

Jewel, Target, Wal-Mart, Kohl’s, Marcus Theaters, VIP 

Nails, Ulta, Lumes, Red Lobster, and many, many more 

will be available for sale. Be sure to refer to the bulletin 

insert this weekend for all the available SCRIP 

vendors. Save time and bring your completed form back 

when you shop. Our Visa, Discover, and American 

Express cards do not have any activation fees. Assorted 

$5 and $10 stocking stuffer cards will also be sold.  

An additional benefit of this program is that you can earn 

rebates for each card purchased. These rebates can be 

applied to yourself, St. Vincent de Paul, the Parish Life 

Center, Religious Education tuition or any Catholic 

school tuition. 

Payments may be made by cash or check only. If you 

have any questions about the program, or would like to 

order a large quantity of one merchant, please contact 

Corinna Pytel prior to November 23 at 708-478-0710. 

 

Parish Center 

Fundraiser 

Stop by the narthex this 

weekend to view samples 

of  “Good News” items, 

including T-Shirts, 

Sweatshirts, Kids-wear, 

Hats  & Cups. Cancer awareness items also are 

available.  35% of your purchase goes to support 

the Parish Life Center.  

Contact Connie Lambke for more information at 

shirts@letusassistyou.com                                            

or by phone at 708-263-0441 

Congratulations Father Jay! 
 



Ideas for Mercy Home Christmas Gifts /Stocking Stuffers for Teens Ages 13—18 Years Old 

 Book lights, book markers 

 Craft duct tape 

 Journals, fine tip sharpies, colorful 

pens, silly erasers 

 Jigsaw puzzles (250 count and up) 

 Puzzle books—Sudoku, Word Search 

 Sketch books, art pencils 

 Alarm clocks, digital watches 

 Mini-speakers 

 MP 3 Players, head phones/ear buds 

 Water bottles 

 Towel or towel sets 

 Twin size sheet sets and comforters 

 Athletic or fuzzy socks 

 Slippers all sizes 

 Card games such as Uno, Skip-Bo, 

etc. 

 Board games such as Monopoly,     

Apples to Apples, Life, Chess,    

Checkers, etc. 

 Movie DVD’s such as The BFG, 
The Angry Birds Movie, 

ZOOTOPIA, The Secret Life Of 

Pets, Kubo and The Two Strings, 
Storks, Finding Dory 

 Bubble bath  

 Small cologne and perfume 

 Dopp kit or cosmetic bags 

 Movie passes, mall gift cards 

 Visa or Discover pre-paid gift cards 

 Baseball caps 

Gift cards available through SCRIP: 
 AMC Theatre—$10 

 Amazon—$10 or $25 

 Barnes and Noble—$5, $10, $25 

 Bath & Body—$5, $10, $25 

 Best Buy—$25 

 Culvers—$10 

 Dick’s Sporting Goods—$10, $25 

 Dunkin Donuts—$5, $10, $25 

 Game Stop—$25 

 iTunes—$10, $15, $25 

 Starbucks—$5, $10, $25 

 Subway—$5, $25 

 Taco Bell—$10 

 Target—$10, $25 

 Wendy’s—$10 

Mercy Home for Boys and Girls—Gifts Needed 

Our St. Stephen Teen Group—Branches—is sponsoring a collection of stocking stuffers and small gifts for the teens who live 

at Mercy Home for Boys and Girls. Please consider purchasing one of the suggested Christmas gift items or gift cards for boys 

or girls ages 13—18 years old. Unwrapped gifts and gift cards should be brought to church the weekend of December 3 and 

4. Teens will be in the Narthex to collect your gifts at all of the Masses.  

Parishioners—the SCRIP vendor gift card program will also be in the Narthex the same weekend as our Mercy Home 

collection. If you would like to give a gift card as a stocking stuffer, please consider purchasing one through the SCRIP 

program. A sample list of teen-friendly gift cards offered through SCRIP and available denominations is provided below. 

Buying a gift card through the SCRIP program will save you a stop and your purchase will also help our parish and parish 

school. It’s a win-win! 

Christmas Charitable Giving Opportunities 

“Just as the gospel tells us our lives will be judged by our response to the least of these,” so too our parishes should be measured 

by our help for the hungry, the homeless, the troubled, and the alienated—in our own community and beyond.” 

Unites States Catholic Bishops, Communities of Salt and Light: Reflections on the Social Mission of Parish 

St. Vincent de Paul December Food Drive 

Please consider participating in our St. Vincent de Paul Monthly Parish Food Drive on December 03/04. Perhaps you could 

include a holiday treat, such as candy canes or a Panettone, with your food offering this month to help make the season a bit 

more merry for someone in need. Grocery gift cards are always welcome to help needy families purchase a holiday ham or 

turkey, as well as fresh produce. Jewel, Meijer, Target, Walt’s, and Walmart grocery gift cards will be sold as part of the  Dec. 

3/4 SCRIP gift card sale. If you are donating a grocery gift card, please do not put it in your food bag. Instead, please drop it in 

one of the secure SVdP black boxes in the narthex or bring it to the parish office by Monday, December 5.  

Local Opportunities—Gifts Needed for Tinley Park Food Pantry and Bickford House 

The St. Stephen Teen Group is coordinating efforts to help two local groups in our community. If you are interested, please 

sign up to be a gift-giver at one of the Masses this weekend. Or, please send Kyle Groves an email at 

kyle@ststephentinley.com. Please note—first names and gift ideas for the children and the seniors will be passed out on a first

-come basis.  

Tinley Park Food Pantry—We will be coordinating gifts for 50 area children whose families are having difficulty making ends 

meet and who might not otherwise get something under the tree this Christmas. Note—wrapped gifts for these children are due 

to the Parish Office no later than Friday, December 2. 

Bickford House—We are seeking gifts for 35 persons who call Bickford Assisted Living their home. This gift giving program 

is geared toward seniors and the elderly. Note—unwrapped gifts for this program are due to the Parish Office by Thursday, 

December 8.  

 



Celebrants, Deacons, Greeters, and Counters 

Religious Education Schedule 

November 29—Catechist Mtg, 6-8p.m. (Ed. wing/

church). Our featured speaker is Joe Paprocki. 

December 3—First Reconciliation 11 a.m. & 1 p.m. 

(church) 

December 5, 6, 7—Instructional Mass 4, class sessions 

(church/chapel). Fourth grade will join in church during 

class time to learn more about Mass. 

December 11—Grade 4 Sunday Mass 10 a.m. (church). 

All Religious Ed. students and Catholic School students of 

fourth grade families should attend 10 a.m. Mass. Fourth 

graders will process in with the priest and be called to the 

altar for the homily. Please remember to sign in your 

student at the table in the Narthex. 

January 8—Grade 1 Sunday Mass 10 a.m.  (church). 

Epiphany of the Lord. All Religious Ed. students and 

Catholic School students of first grade families should 

attend 10 a.m. Mass. First graders will process in with the 

priest and be called to the altar for the homily. Please 

remember to sign in your student at the table in the 

Narthex. First graders are asked to make donations of 

hats, scarfs, mittens, and gloves for the less fortunate. 

These donations will be sent to the PADS program at St. 

Lawrence O'Toole.  

Kids’ Day—This year’s KIDS’ DAY will again be hosted in 

the St. Elizabeth Seton Gymnasium. We had a lot of fun last 

year and look forward to having another great year. All 

children ages 6-13 are invited to participate. Kids’ Day will 

be from 1—4 p.m.  on Sunday, November 27. 
 

 November Branches Events: 

 Nov. 20 — Branches Middle School  5-7 p.m. 

 Nov. 27— Kids’ Day from 1-4 p.m. 

Branches Youth Ministry 

For information about any Branches event, please e-mail                  

Kyle Groves at kyle@ststephentinley.com 

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1 PM 

11/27 Celebrant Fr Jay Fr Jay Fr Greg Fr Jay Fr Jay Fr Greg 

  Deacons Dcn Bill S. Dcn Bill S. Dcn Ken Dcn Bob C. Dcn Bob C.   

  Greeters Flo Simosky   Tom Mitus Anna Williams Joan Beck   

    Peg Schmitt   Jim O’Donnell Linda Giroux Natalie Sims   

    Mary Ellen Kut   Mike Tyrrell Dorothy Meyrick Judy Kluchins   

    Michael Kut   Eileen Tyrrell Bob Meyrick B.J. Witry   

  Counters 11/27 Team #2 12/4 Team #3     

Youth Education & Formation 

Spaghetti Dinner—Thank you! 

The Religious Education Ministry would like to thank all 

those who participated in our recent Spaghetti Dinner, 

with gratitude to the Religious Education Advisory Board 

Members who planned the dinner, the student volunteers, 

and the adult volunteers. We thank everyone who 

contributed donations for the success of the dinner and all 

those who purchased dinner tickets, raffle tickets, and 

50/50 tickets. We appreciate the generosity and kindness 

of all.  

With much appreciation, Religious Education Ministry 

Children’s Liturgy 

Attending Sunday Mass creates a great faith foundation 

for the youth of the parish; all families are invited to 

participate in the various children’s liturgical offerings 

during the 10AM Mass. Here is a listing what is 

happening at each Mass for the school year. Come fill the 

pews and enjoy our faith community! We are currently 

forming a Children’s Liturgy Team to assist in the 

planning and celebrating of these liturgies. If you are 

interested in helping in this effort, please contact Fr. Jay 

or our religious education office.    

                                                      

Calendar of Events: 

November  27 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10AM 

December 04 Family Mass 10AM 

 11 Grade 4 Mass 10AM 

 18 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10AM 

 24 Christmas Family Mass 5PM 

mailto:Kgroves@steseton.com


Polish Ministry 
Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana                                                                                                                                                   

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 1PM                                                                                                                                     

-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of 6:30-7:30pm Msza o 7:30pm                                                                                                                                             

-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm                                                                                                                                                                                             

-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 

Władza od Boga, nie od ludzi 

  Chociaż nigdy nie nosił korony królewskiej, nie trzymał w ręku berła i nie zasiadał na tronie królewskim, tytuł Króla 

najzupełniej Mu się należy, i to w zakresie, jakim nie dysponował żaden władca świata. A przecież króluje w umysłach 

ludzkich nie z powodu głębi umysłu i rozległości Swej wiedzy, lecz dlatego, iż On Sam jest Prawdą, a ludzie od Niego 

powinni Prawdę czerpać i posłusznie ją przyjmować. 

  To, co mówił, co głosił, pociągało i pociąga do dzisiaj wielu ludzi. Praktycznie od ponad 2000 lat Jego imię nie 

schodzi z ust, a gdy o Nim się mówi, wymawia Jego imię, nierzadko zginają się kolana. Dzisiaj byłby również takim 

samym, jakim był wtedy – wątpię, czy cokolwiek by zmienił, może tylko więcej korzystałby ze środków masowego 

przekazu, ale równie dobrze nie musiałby, ponieważ Jego słowa, gesty i czyny z taką samą wyrazistością docierałyby do 

nas wszystkich. To właśnie Jezus Chrystus. Zaś my, patrząc dzisiaj na Ukrzyżowanego, co sobie myślimy? Czy 

widzimy w Nim naszego Pana, który w obietnicy naszego Zbawienia ogarnia nas swoją miłością? Czy też patrzymy 

historycznie, czując żal i smutek, ale nie widzimy w Nim Króla, Boga, Najwyższego Sprawcy, samego Dobra, lecz 

ikonę, obraz? 

  W Starym Testamencie Bóg, objawiając ludowi wybranemu swoje prawdy poprzez proroków, uświadamiał mu, iż 

może liczyć na Jego opiekę pod warunkiem zawarcia z Nim przymierza, przyjęcia Jego miłości i praw. Sądzę, że 

niejednokrotnie przesadzamy, patrząc na naszą przyszłość w sposób czysto ludzki i pozwalając wyobraźni tworzyć 

obrazy gróźb, kar,  nieprzyjemnych doznań. Zrozumieć powinniśmy, że Bóg to samo Dobro i Miłość, że to Ktoś, kto nas 

kocha, pragnie naszego dobra i lepszej przyszłości. 

  Święty Paweł w liście do Kolosan wyraźnie nam mówi, kim jest Bóg, pisząc o Jego miłości do nas: „Z radością 

dziękujcie Ojcu, który was uzdolnił do uczestnictwa w dziale świętych w światłości. On uwolnił nas spod władzy 

ciemności i przeniósł do królestwa swego umiłowanego Syna, w którym mamy odkupienie – odpuszczenie grzechów.” 

Kol 1,12-14). Dalej określa status i pozycję Jezusa Chrystusa oraz podaje powód, dla którego wcielił się, poniósł śmierć 

na krzyżu, by później Zmartwychwstać i wyzwolić nas wszystkich od grzechu, od wiecznego potępienia: „On jest przed 

wszystkim i wszystko w Nim ma istnienie. I On jest Głową Ciała – Kościoła. On jest Początkiem, Pierworodnym 

spośród umarłych, aby sam zyskał pierwszeństwo we wszystkim.” (Kol 1,17-18). 

  Ewangelia to przypomnienie ostatnich chwil Jezusa Chrystusa na Drzewie Śmierci i odpowiedź na problemy i pytania, 

którymi przez całe nasze życie jesteśmy karmieni bądź sami się karmimy. Drwiny Wysokiej Rady oraz żołnierzy miały 

ośmieszyć działalność i życie Chrystusa, a utrwaliły na przestrzeni wieków prawdę, którą my żyjemy, że faktycznie 

Jezus Chrystus jest Królem nie tylko – jak na krzyżu napisano – żydowskim, ale również naszym i wszystkich 

chrześcijan, wszystkich wierzących. Słowa skierowane do Dobrego Łotra rozwiewają wszelkie wątpliwości dotyczące 

tego, co, jak i kiedy będzie. My możemy te słowa przyjąć jako skierowane do każdego z nas – uwierz, a będziesz ze 

Mną. 

  Jezu Chryste, pozwól nam uwierzyć w każde Twoje słowo, by nas stale przybliżało do Ciebie i pomagało z ufnością 

oczekiwać Twego powtórnego przyjścia na ziemię. Przez Chrystusa, z Chrystusem i w Chrystusie. 



Parish Calendar 

Ministers’ Schedule—Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers. Log on to the Web Terminal for the latest updated 

minister postings. To become part of our New Scheduling Process, please email Deacon Ken Zawadzki at 

dcnken@ststephentinley.com for more information. 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday Nov 20 All Masses Baby Nursing #153 

    All Masses Domestic Violence Presentation   

  All Masses “Good News” Sale Narthex 

  
All Masses Sign up for TP Food Pantry and          

Bickford House Gift Giving 
Narthex 

    7:30 AM—1 PM Recycle Metal Drive  Church Grounds 

    10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of The Word  Church 

    10:00—11:00 AM Growing With God #162 to #167 

    3:00—4:00 PM Baptism Church 

  5:00—7:00 PM Branches Middle School Program St. Seton 

Monday Nov 21 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

    10:00 AM Young @ Heart Meeting LMR 

    7:00 PM Domestic Violence Presentation #125/126 

Tuesday Nov 22 7:30 PM Highlanders #170/171/172/173 

    7:30 PM Rosary  Daily Chapel 

Wednesday Nov 23  Lunch or dinner Men's Club Fundraiser  Gatto's Restaurant 

    9:30—11:00 AM Moms and Tots #161 

    7:00—8:30 PM Adult Choir Church 

Thursday Nov 24 All day Parish & RE Offices Closed—No Adoration.   

    9:00 AM Thanksgiving Day Mass Church 

Friday Nov 25  All day Parish & RE Offices Closed—No Adoration.  

  8 AM Daily Mass Church 

Saturday Nov 26 9:30—11:00 AM Men’s Club Wreath Sale Pick Up Near garages 

  12 Noon Parish Offices Reopen  

  5:00 PM Mass Baby Nursing #153 

    8:00 PM Our Lady of Fatima Arrives Daily Chapel 

Sunday Nov 27 All Masses Baby Nursing #153 

  9:30 AM RCIA #125 

    10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of The Word Church Church 

    11:00 AM Welcoming & Parish Registration LMR & #158/159 

    3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

    7:30 PM Our Lady of Fatima, Rosary Daily Chapel 

Please pray for our Military men and women on a daily basis for their safe return. 

CPL Nicholas Cascone Lt. A.m.anda Griffith Tsgt. Laura Langley Sgt. Dominic Messina 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Sgt. Evan Grober Ssgt. Carl Langley PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Major Vincent Cesaro Capt. Michael Gryczka Sgt. Joseph Malone LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Lt. Dan Kniaz  Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

 

Military Corner 

mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com


 Pray for Our Deceased 

 Weekly Readings 

Mass Intentions 

To help keep the list of names read at Mass and placed in the 
bulletin  accurate  and  current,  we  will  keep  the name of a 
non-parishioner who is an immediate family member of our pa-
rishioner on the list at Mass for two weeks and in the bulletin for 
two weeks. For a parishioner, we will keep the name on the list 
at Mass for four weeks and in the bulletin for 60 days. We ask 
that an immediate family member call after 4 weeks if you wish 
to have the name continued to be read at Mass.  

 Welcome to Our Newly  Baptized 

Pray for our Sick 

11/21 Monday    

8:00am Fred & Toni Twarok Pam & Mario Marr 

 Robert Przybylski Dianne Przybylski 

 Sandra LaFauce The Family 

11/22 Tuesday   

8:00am Roy Daley Bern Daley & Family 

 Ed Czochara The Family 

11/23 Wednesday     

8:00am Ed Walsh Maeve Walsh 

 Irene Beck Bob Swanson 

11/24 Thursday - Thanksgiving   

9:00am Raymond Wagner The Family 

 Thanksgiving for the Deanching Family 

 Anthony Sarlo, Virginia & Gloria J. Yorke 

11/25 Friday   

8:00am Steve Yanon The Family 

  Christina Cronin Mike & Mary Moran 

 Henry Preston Sr. Altar Servers 

11/26 Saturday   

8:00am Purgatorial Society   

  Ted Bruck Noreen Galvin 

5:00pm Rudy & Frances Grabowski The Family 

 Jim Dwyer Marilyn 

  Eleanor Kaminski Janet Kaminski 

 William Jabcobsen The Family 

 Walter & Eleanor Fistek The Family 

11/27 Sunday   

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Anne Lisicich The Family 

8:30am Raymond Norbot The Family 

 Beth Janick Seman Jane Fagan 

10:00am Virginia Hoyne Joan Kapala 

 Michael Stephans Walter Hildebrandt 

11:30am Jerry Lawin Kathy & Bob Dietz 

 Grace Gowen 4th Birthday Grandma & Papa 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

6:15pm Wilma Brown Julie Huhra 

 Terri Lloyd Pauline Cotrano 

Sun 2 Sm 5: 1-3/ Ps 122: 1-2. 3-4  

Mon Rv 14: 1-3. 4b-5/ Ps 24: 1bc-2   

Tues Rv 14: 14-19/ Ps 96: 10. 11-12  

Wed Rv 15: 1-4/ Ps 98: 1. 2-3ab  

Thur Rv 18: 1-2. 21-23; 19: 1-3  

Fri Rv 20: 1-4. 11 – 21: 2/ Ps 84: 3  

Sat Rv 22: 1-7/ Ps 95: 1-2. 3-5  

Kathryn Mary Bulow 

Bryson Konrad Dykstra 

Ryland Mark Gabalewicz 

Finn William Oswald 

Julie Barth Joe McCory 

Arlene Beavan Helen Michalik 

Grace Boblak Joey Moylan 

Kathie Brosius Dave Newquist 

Ruth Bulkaski Dana Nosek 

Tammy Burns Barb & Joe Onak 

Joanne Chess Alvin Paul 

Thomas Conners Pearl Paul 

John Cornwall Kathy Provenzano 

Jim Cull Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

John Czerniak Marek Rudzki 

Bob & Sheila Dickman Cynthia Ryan 

Janice Dorff Mary Lou Schoettler 

Joe  Dorff Nicole Siedschlag 

Bill Dunlap Rachel Swallow 

Bill Galvin Joseph Tierney 

Caroline Grady Elizabeth Tyminski 

Larry Hersh Michael Vasek 

Pete Horkan MaryBeth Vasquez 

Bill Keating Kelly  Weiss 

Rex Knapp Ken & Patricia Weissman 

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray 

Tom Lowery 

Marriage 

Marriages: Anthony & Megan  Hicks 

 Joseph & Dagmara  Szwab 



Thank You Advertisers 
Earn  $$$$  for  St .  Stephen’s  Parish!  

Have lunch or dinner at Gatto's on the 2nd or 4th Wednesday of 

the month and help in raising funds for St. Stephen’s parish. 

The parish will receive 15% of the before tax cost of 

your meal.  Please present this coupon to your server or ask 

your server to write   St. Stephen's Men's Club on your bill. 

 

Nancy’s Pizza and St. Stephen Pizza Coupon  

20% of the pre-tax a.m.ount 

(10% if a discount coupon is used)  to be 

donated to the 

St. Stephen Parish Center Fund. 

Coupon good on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays!   

Nancy’s Pizza at 171st Street and 80th Avenue (in the 

Fa.m.ily Dollar Plaza) is making an offer to St. Stephen 

Parishioners.  On any Monday through Wednesday, present 

this coupon and 20% of the pre-tax a.m.ount (10% if a 

discount coupon is used) will be donated to the St. Stephen 

Parish Center Fund.  You can enjoy a pizza and support our 

parish.  Nancy’s Pizza’s number is 708-614-6100. 

 

St. Stephen Men’s Club 

Dine-In or Carryout 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

of the month 

15% Donation (before tax) 

Present this coupon to your 

server 

 


