
Daily Mass—Monday through Saturday at 8 am                                                                            
Mass of Anticipation—Saturday at 5 pm                                                                                   

Sunday Masses—7 am, 8:30 am, 10 am, 11:30 am, 6:15 pm, and Polish at 1 pm                                

Sacrament of Reconciliation—Saturday 8:45-9:30 am           

   

Come Let Us Climb                  

the Lord’s Mountain 

The Second Sunday of Advent    

December 4, 2016 

 

  Parish Mission    

St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel. Our Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring 

Christ’s Love to our families, our work places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts and 

to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In all of our parish activities we seek to develop 

a personal relationship with the Lord who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that 

leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open and welcoming people and a 

sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of God’s love. 

St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 
We are a Stewardship Parish   



 Our Parish School—Cardinal Bernardin 

Principal—Ms. Mary Iannucilli  

Address:  9250 W. 167th Street  Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525  School Fax:  708.403.8621                                                              

Website: cjbschool.org            Email: info@cjbschool.org 

New Parishioner Registration 

 Our Staff 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English 

and 1pm in Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish 

office for the necessary preparations. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 

8:45—9:30am  in the church or by  appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of 

the weddings of both registered parishioners and the 

children of registered parishioners. Information is available 

from one of the priests or deacons. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or 

homebound parishioners can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg 

at the parish office or Barbara Black at 708-466-9962. 

Stewardship: Sharing Our Treasure 

Address: 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487                                                                                                                                                             

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-6pm; 

Sat Noon-5pm; Closed Mon-Friday from 12:30-1pm.                        

Office Phone: 708.342.2400  

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Website: www.ststephentinley.com                                              

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com 

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by 

noon on Wednesday 11 days prior to bulletin’s publication 

date.  

 Parish Office 

Sacraments 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                                
Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                                                                 

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                            

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                          

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of St. 

Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage 

payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our 

monthly collections.  

Please consider making electronic donations through Give 

Central. Go to our website www.ststephentinley.com and 

click on Online Giving to sign up. Online donations can be 

scheduled at the frequency you choose through either your 

band or credit card. 

Also, please consider remembering your parish when 

preparing your will.  

Religious Education Office 
Director of Religious Education—Sandi Morgan              

Assoc. Director of Religious Education—Leslie Krauledis 

Admin. Assistant for Religious Education—Joann Buryj          

Religious Education Secretary—Patti Parker                      

Phone: 708.342.1544                             

St. Stephen Parish welcomes all those who wish to register: 

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every 

month  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, 

Wednesdays  at 8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please 

contact the parish office.  

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through     

the Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. 

Appointments with our parish counselor Michele L. 

Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact 

Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of help, please 
contact St. Stephen’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry through 

the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program,       

St. Stephen offers English and Polish support groups. 

Please contact the parish office for more information.  

For those in need... 

 October  2016 Year to Date 

Actual $129,660 $472,967 

Budget $139,375 $510,500 

Surplus / (Shortfall) ($9,715) ($37,533) 

Robert Conlin Joseph Stalcup Deacons: 

William Engler Pete Van Merkestyn  

Chuck McFarland Kenneth Zawadzki  

William Schultz   

Collections                                      

For 11-20-2016 

Regular $21,238.00  

Kids $65.93  

Sharing  $246.00  



From Our Pastor 

D ear People of St. Stephen, 

In the first reading and the 

gospel for this weekend two 

contrasting yet complementary pictures 

are presented. Isaiah proclaims his 

vision of the peaceful world that the 

Lord is bringing about – a world in 

which natural enemies like the wolf and 

the lamb are living in peace and all 

creation and all God’s people live in 

harmony with one another. John the 

Baptist is the voice crying out in the 

desert; the prophet clothed in garments 

made of camel hair and eating locusts 

and wild honey challenges God’s 

people, especially the powerful, to 

repent, to turn away from sin, and to 

live in the spirit of the Lord. Our world 

needs both the comforting image of 

Isaiah and the challenging call of John 

the Baptist, and the spirit of Advent 

includes both. Isaiah presents the vision 

of what God will ultimately do for our 

world - God’s actions will build the 

world in which all live in harmony and 

peace. If we look at our world today, we 

wonder if we will ever overcome        

the divisions present. Personal struggles 

and difficulties further challenge 

Isaiah’s vision of peace. Isaiah’s vision 

of God’s actions to build a world of 

harmony and peace may well seem 

unrealistic. Yet this, Isaiah tells us, is 

where God is leading our world and all 

of us. Advent proclaims the hope of 

Isaiah. 

The less than perfect reality of our 

world is why John the Baptist’s 

challenge to repent, to turn our hearts to 

God and to the Lord to build the world 

that embodies the vision of Jesus, is 

essential to the spirit of Advent. If we 

believe that Jesus and His love are 

present in our world, present since the 

time of Jesus’ birth, then we must heed 

John the Baptist’s call to turn our hearts 

away from all evil and all hatred and to 

try to build the world Jesus desires. 

John the Baptist’s challenge reminds us 

that the work of Christ’s love is not 

done; it remains a task for today and 

every day until the Lord’s second 

coming at the end of time brings 

Christ’s love to its fulfillment. 

Isaiah speaks in cosmic terms. We live 

day-to-day. Advent calls us in the here 

and now to deepen our hope in God’s 

vision for life and to seek to live the 

spirit of God’s Kingdom every day. 

How might we do this during this 

Advent season? We can take time to 

pray a few minutes each day to build 

our relationship with the Lord Jesus 

who gives us strength and hope. We can 

take a simple step to bring the values of 

Jesus into our world as we respond to 

John the Baptist’s call to repent. We 

could forgive someone and heal a hurt. 

We could assist someone in need. We 

can express our love for those closest to 

us, building up God’s Kingdom in our 

own homes. Advent is fueled by the 

hope expressed by Isaiah. The spirit of 

Advent comes alive as we respond to 

John the Baptist’s call to repent. May 

we all prepare to celebrate Christ’s 

coming at Christmas by living the spirit 

of Advent. 

One expression of the spirit of the 

Advent season that we have been 

blessed with over the past few years is 

our Advent windows, the windows 

along the entrance hallways on both the 

parish office and meeting room sides of 

our church building. The windows are 

painted with Advent and Christmas 

themes. The six panels of the windows 

along the entrance corridors on each 

side have these themes: the vision of 

peace from Isaiah 11 (the first reading 

for this Sunday), the Annunciation, 

Joseph and Mary’s journey to 

Bethlehem, the shepherds and angels, 

the three Kings, and the Nativity scene.  

We are grateful to our parishioner 

Kathy Davis and her art students from 

Mother McAuley along with the young 

people from our parish who painted the 

windows. The windows will remain 

decorated through the Advent and 

Christmas seasons as a reminder of the 

great events of our faith that we 

celebrate in these weeks. 

Finally, I want to congratulate the 

second graders of our parish              

who received the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for the first time this 

Saturday. The celebration of the 

sacrament is another step in their 

preparation to receive the Lord at their 

First Holy Communion in May. Please 

keep these young people and their 

families in your prayers as they prepare 

to receive the Eucharist. 

May God bless you and your loved 

ones. 

Fr. Jay 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Masses are at 8am, noon, and 6:30pm in English and at 7:30pm in Polish. 

 



Spiritual Life 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Come and spend some quiet time this Advent with Jesus, who is truly present in the Holy 

Eucharist, and allow Him to transform your life. Adoration hours in the daily chapel are:  

 Mondays from 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM;   

 Thursdays from 8:30 AM- 6:30 PM with rosary at 8:30 AM and Benediction at 6:30 PM; 

 Fridays from 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM. 

Please note: This week, there will be no Adoration in the Daily Chapel on Thursday,          

December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

Advent Candle Lighting 
Parishioners of St. Stephen are invited to help light the Advent candles at Mass during Advent. A sign up form with 

available Mass times is available at the back of church on the ushers’ table. The Advent Intentions will also be brought 

up to the altar by those who sign up to light the candles. For those who do sign up, please check in with an usher no 

later than 10 minutes before Mass starts. Otherwise, the ushers will look for someone to take your place. Please 

remember to honor your commitment. 
   

Advent Prayer Intentions 
We invite all of our parishioners to fill out an intention sheet available on the table in the narthex. Please list your 

intentions and family name if desired and place your intentions in the basket on the table. The intentions will be placed 

by the altar during the Advent Season. 
 

Communal Reconciliation Service 
On Tuesday, December 13 at 7:30pm, St. Stephen will have a communal celebration of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. There will be a short prayer service followed by individual confessions and absolution. We invite you to 

join us to celebrate this sacrament to prepare spiritually to welcome the Lord into our hearts this Christmas. 
 

Oplatki               
Oplatki (Christmas Wafers) will be on sale after all the Masses during Advent on the table in the narthex and will also 

be available at the parish office. Please put your donation in the box marked “Oplatki Donation Here.”  The cost for 

each Oplatki package is $2, which includes three white wafers and one pink wafer. Sharing Oplatki with your family 

and friends at Christmas is a beautiful Polish custom. Each member of the family shares a part of their wafer with those 

at the dinner table and wishes them a Blessed Christmas and New Year.   

The Holy Family Flowers  

were donated in memory of  

Charlie Dunne 

for the week of December 4, 2016. 

Sponsored by Your “K” Cousins.  

The Sanctuary Candle  

burns in memory of  

Bob Przybylski 

for the week of December 4, 2016. 

Sponsored by Dianne Przybylski. 

Christmas Flower Memorials 

On Christmas, we decorate our church with poinsettia flowers to honor the birth of Jesus Christ and to 

glorify God. We invite our parishioners to help beautify our sanctuary by making a donation for our 

Christmas flowers in someone’s name. Pink Flower Memorial Envelopes will be available on the 

ushers’ tables at the back of church the weekends of December 3/4, December 10/11, and December 

17/18. Flower Memorial Envelopes can either be dropped in the collection basket or returned to the 

parish office. All envelopes and names received in the parish office by Monday, December 19 will be 

published in the regular Sunday, December 25 bulletin. If you have any questions, please contact the 

parish office.  

 



Spiritual Life 

 “Come Let Us Climb the Lord’s 
Mountain.” 
Advent Season 

The word “Advent” (Coming) indicated how Christians 

view the four-week period preceding the Nativity of our 

Lord. It is a time of preparation for an evermore intimate 

coming of the Lord to you and all of us. 

When I come to visit a friend, I am present to him.  

Coming results in presence. Of course, the Lord is 

already present to His people. Therefore, His coming at 

Christmas should result in a more intimate presence.  

People (friends, lovers) who get to know and love one 

another better are becoming more intimately, more 

personally, present to one another. It is a question of 

opening up and sharing one another’s personality. Our 

preparation for Christ’s coming should consist in an 

evermore opening up to Him who wants to share our 

human condition in loving care. 

By preparing for the Lord’s coming time and again at 

Christmas, Christians prepare for His final coming which 

will be decisive for you and all human beings.  “Now we 

watch for the day hoping that the salvation promised us 

will be ours when Christ our Lord will come again in His 

glory” (Preface of Advent).    

St. Joseph Daily Missal 

Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program 

Please consider signing up for the Parish Vocation Prayer Cross Program. Sign ups are at the back of church on the 

ushers’ table. The program works like this: At each Mass on Saturday evening or Sunday, a family, couple, or individual 

will be invited to come forward after communion to receive the Vocation Prayer Cross and a special prayer. In taking the 

cross, they commit themselves to pray during the week, in the name of our parish, the vocation prayer in thanksgiving 

for all those generously sharing in Church ministry and in asking God for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, 

diaconate, religious life, and lay Church ministries. Everyone is invited to participate in this program.  

Dynamic Catholic  

This Advent, you are invited to participate in Best 

Advent Ever: Rediscover Christmas, a free email 

program from Dynamic Catholic that will help you slow 

down and focus on what really matters during the busy 

season. Each day, you’ll receive an email with practical 

tips, free Christmas music, or an inspirational video 

from Dr. Allen Hunt and other Catholic voices of our 

time. Simply sign up online.  
 

www.BestAdventEver.com 

 
Formed 

St. Stephen parishioners are invited to sign up for 

Formed—an online resource filled with all the best 

Catholic content, all in one place. Entertaining movies, 

enlightening programs, inspiring talks, and a great 

selection of popular ebooks are just a click away. 

Children’s content is now available, too! Take 

advantage of your free subscription and register using 

our parish code RR3NKN. Advent is a great time to 

sign up! 

www.formed.org 

Second Week of Advent  - Welcome One Another for the Glory of God 
 

May I glorify You by reaching out to others with deeds that produce good fruit,                                                                    

compassion that brings peace and harmony to others, and actions that reflect Your mercy and love.  
 

Sunday          

Dec. 4 

Monday          

Dec. 5 

Tuesday          

Dec. 6 

Wednesday         

Dec. 7 

Thursday          

Dec. 8 

Friday           

Dec. 9 

Saturday         

Dec. 10 

Second         

Sunday in   

Advent                     
Welcome a new 

neighbor to 

your home.                       

 The elections  

are over;         

pray for  unity   

in our country. 

St. Nicholas 

Day                           
Put a small gift 

in a child's shoe. 

 Pearl Harbor 

Day                 

Keep military    

personnel and all 

first responders in 

your prayers. 

 Feast of the 

Immaculate  

Conception  

Honor our 

Blessed    

Mother.        

(Holy Day) 

Cook for PADS 

during the    

Advent        

Season. 

Order CJB        

scrip cards      

for groceries    

to help the 

needy. 

Online Spiritual Resources for Advent  



Spiritual Life 

Honor or Remember a Loved One 

If you would like to sponsor the Sanctuary 

Candle or the Holy Family Flowers for a 

special occasion or for a memorial, please 

stop by the parish office. Reservations are 

now open through December 2017. A 

recommended donation of $50 is 

requested. Weekly bouquets will be 

seasonal, fresh-cut flowers provided by 

Hearts and Flowers Florist in Tinley Park. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Karen or Stacy in the parish office at    

708-342-2400. 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

Next weekend on December 9 and 10, 

Catholic Churches throughout the 

Archdiocese of Chicago will have a 

second collection for the Retirement Fund 

for Religious. This annual appeal has 

provided much needed assistance to 

women and men religious who have 

faithfully and generously served in our 

schools, hospitals, parishes and 

communities for years. Our Church and 

nation have been blessed beyond measure 

by these dedicated religious. They 

ministered in the spirit of the Gospel, 

asking little in return.   

As a parish we will no longer have an 

actual second collection for this need, but 

as a parish we will send a contribution 

based on previous years’ contributions.  

So we ask you to increase your regular 

donations next week, as it will become 

part of our parish’s donation to the 

Retirement Fund for Religious and other 

eliminated second contributions. 

The need of our support for the 

Retirement Fund for Religious is 

important and the religious are grateful for 

our financial help. 

2016 Christmas Schedule 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Communal Reconciliation  Service 
Tuesday, December 13 at 7:30 PM 
 
Individual Reconciliation 
Saturday, December 17   8:45-9:45 AM and 3:00-4:00 PM 
Tuesday, December 20   7:00-8:00 PM 
Wednesday, December 21   7:00-8:00 PM 
Thursday, December 22    8:45-9:45 AM 

Confessions will be available in English and Polish.  
There will be no confessions on Christmas Eve. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Saturday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM 
5:00 PM—Nativity Liturgy presented by the children                                                                                                     
7:00 PM 
10:00 PM – Solemn Christmas Mass with choir 
MIDNIGHT – Solemn Christmas Mass in Polish 
 
Sunday, December 25—Christmas Day 
8:30 AM       
10:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
1:00 PM in Polish 

Please Note:  We will not allow “saving” pews for the             
Christmas Masses. This is especially a concern for the early 
Christmas Eve Masses.  

NEW YEAR’S EVE/NEW YEAR’S DAY 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

Saturday, December 31—New Year’s Eve 
5:00 PM 
 
Sunday, January 1—New Year’s Day 
7:00 AM 
8:30 AM       
10:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
1:00 PM in Polish 
6:15 PM 



SCRIP Gift Card Sale This Weekend  

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin will be selling gift cards for local and national merchants at all the 

Masses this weekend, December 3/4. Save yourself the hassle of running from store to store this 

holiday season or trying to find that perfect gift for that hard to buy person. Save time, gas, and 

avoid the lines of holiday shopping. SCRIP gift cards are the very same cards you would 

purchase at the store. Stop in the Narthex to make your SCRIP purchase. Gift cards from over 

200 merchants will be available for sale.  

Parish Life 

Tax-Free Gift  

Congress and President Obama reinstated a law allowing 

you to make a tax-free gift to support the Church from 

your Individual Retirement Account (IRA). The 

Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act of 

2015 made permanent the IRA charitable rollover. 

Donors aged 70½ or older who transfer up to $100,000 

from their IRAs directly to qualified charities do not have 

to pay income tax on the gift. This donation can be all or 

part of your required minimum distribution (RMD). 

You will need to act fast to take advantage of the 

opportunity for the 2016 tax year. Funds must transfer 

directly from your IRA custodian to “The Catholic 

Bishop of Chicago,” 835 North Rush Street, Chicago, IL 

60611 in order to avoid a taxable event. You may 

designate your gift to the Archdiocese, to the To Teach 

Who Christ Is Campaign, to your parish, to the Annual 

Catholic Appeal or to another ministry. 

If you are interested in this unique opportunity to help the 

Church, or if you have any questions, please contact Elin 

Schriver: 
 

By phone:  (312) 534-5396 

By email:  eschriver@archchicago.org 

By mail: Archdiocese of  Chicago 

  835 N. Rush Street 

  Chicago, IL 60611 

Year End Contributions to St. Stephen Parish 

Due to IRS Regulations, all contributions received 

through Saturday, December 31 are recorded as a 2016 

contribution. Contributions made at Masses on Sunday, 

January 1 are required by law to be recorded as a 2017 

contribution regardless of the type of envelope used or the 

date written on the check. If a contribution dated in 

December is mailed to the parish office and is postmarked 

on or before December 31, it is recorded as a 2016 

contribution. However, all contributions delivered to     

the parish office in person or postmarked on or after 

January 1 must be recorded as a 2017 contribution. 

Therefore, even if a check is dated in December 2016 but 

is mailed or delivered to the parish office in January 2017, 

that contribution must be recorded as a 2017 contribution. 

It is recommended that mailed contributions be delivered 

to the Post Office no later than Monday, December 26 

since there may be limited postal service on December 31. 

If you are hand delivering a year end contribution to the 

parish, please note our after Christmas parish office 

hours: Monday, 12/26—Closed; Tuesday 12/27 through 

Thursday 12/29 8:30 AM—8 PM; Friday, 12/30 8:30 AM 

until noon; and Saturday, 12/31—Closed.  

We are grateful for all your donations and want to thank 

you for your generosity. 

Year End Tax Statements For 2016 

For all those who requested a tax statement last year or 

who automatically received a statement due to IRS 

regulations last year, a statement will be mailed to you by 

the end of January 2017.  There is no need to call or email 

the parish office.   

For those who did not request a statement last year, please 

contact the parish office at 708-342-2400 or email Karen 

Opyd at karen@ststephentinley.com. Please put “2016 

tax letter requested” in the subject line. Statements will be 

mailed out on a weekly basis.   

Thank you and God Bless….Karen Opyd 

 

mailto:eschriver@archchicago.org
mailto:karen@ststephentinley.com


December Events 
THIS Sunday, December 4—NO Branches                  

 

Sunday,  December 11   
BRANCHES HIGH SCHOOL 

Downtown Shopping 
Christkindl Market & Water Tower Place 

Meet at 12:15pm at Tinley Park/80th                            
12:30pm-9:30pm. RSVP required. 

 

Thursday, December 15 
BRANCHES MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL 

Bickford Senior Living Service Project 
Christmas game night 6:30pm-8:30pm 

Must have permission waiver filled out.                                 
Email or call to RSVP.  

 

Sunday, December 18  
BRANCHES MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Christmas Party—PLC at St. Seton 
5:00pm-7:00pm  

 

Monday, December 19 
BRANCHES MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL 

Bickford Senior Living Service Project 
Christmas Caroling at 6:30pm.  

Email or call to RSVP.  
 

Friday, December 30 
HIGH SCHOOL BRANCHES 

Lock-in at St. Seton 
 6:00pm Friday  until 8:00am Saturday 

 

Volleyball League 
Starting in January, Branches will be playing in a high 
school volleyball league among the other churches in 
the area from January to March. All 8th grade & high 
school students are welcome. Please contact Kyle 
Groves to sign up. 
 

Contact information for Kyle Groves, Youth Minister 
St. Stephen Phone: 708-342-2400 x 149 

St. Stephen email: kyle@ststephentinley.com 

St. Stephen/St. Elizabeth Seton 
Branches Youth Ministry 

 

Youth Education & Formation 

December 11 Grade 4 Mass 10 AM 

 18 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10 AM 

 24 Christmas Family Mass 5 PM 

Upcoming RE Schedule 

December 5, 6, 7—Instructional Mass 4, class sessions 

(church/chapel). Fourth grade will join in church during 

class time to learn more about Mass. 

December 11—Grade 4 Sunday Mass 10 AM (church). 

All Religious Ed. students and Catholic School students of 

fourth grade families should attend 10 AM Mass. Fourth 

graders will process in with the priest and be called to the 

altar for the homily. Please remember to sign in your 

student at the table in the Narthex. 

January 8—Grade 1 Sunday Mass 10 AM (church). 

Epiphany of the Lord. All Religious Ed. students and 

Catholic School students of first grade families should 

attend 10 AM Mass. First graders will process in with the 

priest and be called to the altar for the homily. Please 

remember to sign in your student at the table in the 

Narthex. First graders are asked to make donations of 

hats, scarfs, mittens, and gloves for the less fortunate. 

These donations will be sent to the PADS program at St. 

Lawrence O'Toole.  

Children’s Liturgy 

Attending Sunday Mass creates a great faith foundation 

for the youth of the parish; all families are invited to 

participate in the various children’s liturgical offerings 

during the 10 AM Mass.  

Come fill the pews and enjoy our faith community! We 

are currently forming a Children’s Liturgy Team to assist 

in the planning and celebrating of these liturgies. If you 

are interested in helping in this effort, please contact       

Fr. Jay or our religious education office.    

 

Calendar of events in December: 

We are pleased to report that the St. Stephen Teen Group 

earned $1,118 from the October Pumpkin Patch sales. 

These funds will be used towards the Summer 2017 

Mission Trip.  



Cardinal Bernardin School 

CJB Welcomes Veterans; Donates Proceeds from Out of Uniform 

Day to Local VFW Post 

Cardinal Bernardin School, our Parish School, opened its doors on 

Veterans Day to more than 30 veterans who were special guests for the 

morning. Prior to their visit, more than 720 flags were placed outside 

by CJB staff and students to honor all veterans. As our guests arrived, 

they were greeted by staff and students of the National Junior Honor 

Society. The veterans enjoyed a light breakfast while students visited 

with them. NJHS students then took the veterans on a tour of our Blue 

Ribbon school and then brought them to the classrooms of the student who invited them. Students and staff 

asked questions and listened while some of the veterans spoke about their experiences. Many stated they were 

grateful they were invited to CJB. Each classroom made cards for the veterans to take home as a remembrance 

of their special CJB visit. The event ended with a beautiful prayer service. After the prayer service, CJB 

presented Mr. Robert Bernas, grandfather of CJB student Mike Bernas, and member of the Orland VFW Post 

2604, a check for the VFW Post 2604 which was collected from a recent out-of-uniform Day. Barb Kristin, 

CJB 6th Grade teacher said “It was very moving to see so many veterans come to CJB. They shared their 

stories of their service to our country. The veterans brought such joy to the students and staff, and we were all 

touched by their presence!” 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School is a Catholic elementary school located in Orland Hills, offering instruction 

in 3-year old Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade. CJB is a nationally recognized Blue Ribbon School of 

Excellence and is included in Chicago magazine’s list of Top Private Schools in the Chicago area.                    

For more information about CJB, please visit www.cjbschool.org. For a tour or conversation, please contact 

Mrs. Cindy Devlin by phone at 708-403-6525 ext. 127 or by email at cdevlin@cjbschool.org                                                                                                                     

 

Bethlehem Gifts will be in the Narthex on Saturday, December 10 and Sunday, December 11 after all 

the masses. Beautiful rosaries, crucifixes, nativities, figurines, and other items hand made from the 

olive trees of Bethlehem and Jerusalem in the Holy Land will be available for sale. These items make 

wonderful Christmas gifts for your family and your loved ones. Items are handmade by the Christians 

of the Holy Land, who are the descendants and inheritors of the early Christians. Their presence around 

the Holy Sites ensures these places remain living communities of faith rather than bare, stony ruins. 

They look especially to Catholics in the United States to support them in their time of trial. Let them 

not be disappointed. Your purchase helps them not to flee the Holy Land and supports their continued 

presence in the place of the birth of Christianity. 

Bethlehem Gifts—In Narthex Next Weekend 

http://www.cjbschool.org
mailto:cdevlin@cjbschool.org


Celebrants, Deacons, Greeters, and Counters 

Minister’s Schedule - Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers. Log on to the Web Terminal for the latest updated minister 

postings. To become part of our New Scheduling Process, please email Deacon Ken Zawadzki at dcnken@ststephentinley.com for 

more information. 

Human Concerns 

Joyful Again Widowed Ministry 

Are you a widowed man or woman looking for a way to 

navigate your way through life’s changes? Hoping to find 

joy in living once more? There will upcoming 

retreats/workshops for those widowed at Our Lady of the 

Angels House of Prayer in Lemont on Alvernia Manor’s 

Campus January  21 & 22, 2017. Includes overnight stay 

and meals. Very limited space–register early. 

For more information, please contact the Joyful Again 

Widowed Ministry at 708-354-7211 or by email at 

joyfulagain7211@gmail.com. You can also visit the 

ministry website at www.joyfulagain.org. 

PORTIUNCULA CENTER FOR PRAYER 

Event: The Great Os of Advent 

Date: Monday, December 5                                       

Time:   9:30-Noon    

Fee:   $20. Register by calling 815-464-3880. 

Place: 9263 W St. Francis Road, Frankfort 

Web: www.portofprayer.org 

 

We will explore one of Advent’s best kept secrets, the "O 

Antiphons" which are prayed the last eight days before 

Christmas. These symbols/prayers use ancient biblical 

imagery from the Old Testament to proclaim the coming 

Christ as the fulfillment - not only of hopes of that time, 

but present ones as well. Their repeated use of the 

imperative "Come!" embodies the longing of us all for 

Love to be born anew in our hearts and our world. 

Morning includes colorful visuals and practical 

applications for our present day.  

Are you in need of help?  

Please contact our parish office at 

708-342-2400, ask for the SVdP 

hotline, and leave a message when 

you are connected to the voicemail 

box. Please be e sure to leave your 

name and a phone number where you 

can be reached. Someone from our 

SVdP ministry group will contact 

you. 

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist  urges us to “Prepare 
the way of the Lord.” This is what Advent is all about, for 
we are called to help prepare the way of the Lord by 
making the real meaning of Christmas come alive in our 
own hearts, in our family and to reach out to those in need.  
Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please 
call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together we 
can help the suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas.  

 

Confidentiality 

& compassion 

are the          

cornerstones              

of our ministry.  

 

Parish 500 Club Winners 

Congratulations to the following Parish 500 Club        

winners for the week of November 28, 2016: 
 

$100 Winner—Square #175 

Keith Grill 

$25 Winner—Square #234 

Bridget A. Boyle  

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1 PM Polish 

12/11 Celebrant             

  Deacons Dcn Bob C. Dcn Bill E. Dcn Bob C. Dcn Pete Dcn Joe   

  Greeters Mary Berger   Mary Ellen Kut Kathy Cunningham Theresa Buckley   

    Mary Tafoya   Michael Kut Sean McCauley Judy Kluchins   

    Peg Schmidt   Eileen Tyrrell Chris Losey Natalie Sims   

    Jean Coughlin   Mike Tyrrell Mark Losey Joan Beck   

  Counters 12/11 Team #4  12/18 Team #1   

Community 

MARIST HIGH SCHOOL—4200 W. 115th Street, Chicago 

The school will host an open house on Wednesday, December 

7 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.  

mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com
http://www.joyfulagain.org/


Polish Ministry 

Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana                                                                                                                                                   

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 1PM                                                                                                                                     

-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of 6:30-7:30pm Msza o 7:30pm                                                                                                                                             

-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm                                                                                                                                                                                             

-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 

Korzenie zła 

Sąd w przepowiadaniu Jana jest nieuniknioną koniecznością zbliżającą się do Izraela. Ogień Boga wypali wszystko – 

tak brzmi przesłanie Jana! Pochodzenie od Abrahama oraz przynależność do narodu wybranego nie mają już znaczenia. 

Bóg niczym drwal przed ostatnim ciosem siekiery odsłania korzenie zła i jeśli od nich ludzie nie pozwolą się odciąć, 

wszyscy runą jak drzewo uderzone ostrzem. Jakieś 40 lat po wygłoszeniu tych słów jerozolimskie bramy były rozbijane 

siekierami legionistów Tytusa, a pożary niszczyły domostwa. Józef Flawiusz opisywał masowe ukrzyżowania za 

murami Jerozolimy. Słowa Jana o sądzie Bożym, spadającym jak siekiera na drzewo ludzkości, ciągle są aktualne. 

 W każdej epoce, w każdej generacji z czasem coś wyrodnieje i nie ma już innego wyjścia, jak tylko amputować objęte 

gangreną grzechu części ludzkości. Tak dzieje się z ludzką wspólnotą, ale też z każdym z nas. Ileż to końców świata 

przeżywaliśmy już w ciągu życia? Ile razy zawalał nam się świat jak drzewo ścięte siekierą? Pytaliśmy Boga setki razy: 

dlaczego? Dlaczego odszedł mąż, umarło dziecko, żona poważnie rozchorowała się albo nieustannie popadaliśmy w 

coraz większe tarapaty. Dlaczego stwardnienie rozsiane, depresja, pijaństwo, nienawiść? Dlaczego nie potrafimy 

zaakceptować się takimi, jakimi jesteśmy, i ciągle gramy rolę kogoś innego, tłumiąc w sobie rozpacz? Dlaczego nie 

potrafimy powstrzymać chciwości, dopuszczając się krzywd, albo ciągle ktoś nas opuszcza? Dlaczego prześladuje nas 

pech, a Bóg zdaje się w ogóle nas nie słuchać? 

Jan podaje nam odpowiedź: drwal zanim po raz ostatni uderzy w pień, wcześniej pochyla się i odsłania korzenie, 

próbując od nich odciąć drzewo. Odsłonić korzenie! Jak wiele to mówi! Żadne zło i żadne nieszczęście nie pojawia się 

bez przyczyn, a są one najczęściej głęboko ukryte w naszej pamięci, wyparte i zatajone przez nas samych, zakorzenione 

w przeszłości, zapomniane, zbanalizowane. W pewnej rodzinie dziecko zachorowało na tajemniczą chorobę. Żaden 

lekarz nie mógł jej wyleczyć, ani jednoznacznie zdefiniować. Choroba zdezorganizowała życie rodziny do tego stopnia, 

że już nikt nad niczym nie panował. Kilka lat wcześniej młodzi małżonkowie zainteresowali się praktykami medycyny 

okultystycznej. 

 Praktykowali najpierw nad przyjaciółmi i dla zabawy, szybko zyskali sławę osób, które skutecznie uwalniają od 

chorób, odwołując się do istot spoza tego świata. Odczuwali satysfakcję z powodu panowania nad siłami 

ponadnaturalnymi, a jeszcze bardziej z powodu podziwu, jakim otaczali ich ludzie. Napawali się wyższością nad 

innymi. Obydwoje w dzieciństwie przeżywali wielokrotne upokorzenia od bliskich. W ukrytych labiryntach ich dusz 

powstało chore pragnienie dominowania nad innymi, nawet za cenę cyrografu z siłami ciemności. Może bardziej 

należy, zanim jakiekolwiek ostrze zabłyśnie nad koroną na naszej głowie, spojrzeć głęboko w siebie, dotknąć ukrytej 

osobistej historii. 



Parish Calendar 

 

Military Corner 

Please pray for our Military men and women on a daily basis for their safe return. 
CPL Nicholas Cascone Lt. A.m.anda Griffith Tsgt. Laura Langley Sgt. Dominic Messina 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Sgt. Evan Grober Ssgt. Carl Langley PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Major Vincent Cesaro Capt. Michael Gryczka Sgt. Joseph Malone LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Lt. Dan Kniaz  Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday Dec 4 All Masses Baby Nursing #153 

    All Masses Mercy Home Gift Collection Narthex 

    All Masses SCRIP Sales Narthex 

  All Masses St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive Narthex 

    9:30 AM RCIA #125 

    10:00 AM Family Mass Church 

    10:00 - 11:00 AM Growing With God #162-167 

    3:00 - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

Monday Dec 5   Instructional Mass Grade 4 Daily Chapel 

    4:15-5:30 PM; 6-7:15 PM RE Classes Education Wing 

    4:15-5:30 PM; 6-7:15PM RE Classes Education Wing 

    9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

    7:30 PM Parish Worship Team #125 

Tuesday Dec 6   Instructional Mass Gr. 4 Daily Chapel 

    4:15-5:30 PM; 6-7:15 PM RE Classes Education Wing 

    7:30 PM Highlanders #170/171/172/173 

    7:30 PM SVDP #126 

Wednesday Dec 7   Instructional Mass Gr. 4 Daily Chapel 

    4:15-5:30pm; 6-7:15pm RE Classes Education Wing 

    9:30 - 11:00 AM Moms and Tots #161 

    5:45 - 7:30 PM  Family Catechesis Rm 125/126 

    7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Choir Church 

Thursday Dec 8 8:00 AM Immaculate Conception Mass (English) Church 

  12:00 PM Immaculate Conception Mass (English) Church 

    6:30 PM Immaculate Conception Mass (English) Church 

    7:30 PM Immaculate Conception Mass (Polish) Church 

     Please note: There will be no Adoration in the Daily Chapel today.  

Friday Dec 9 8:45 - 10:00 AM Scripture Study #126 

    9:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

Saturday Dec 10   Baby Nursing #153 

    All Masses Bethlehem Gifts Narthex 

Sunday Dec 11   Baby Nursing #153 

    All Masses Bethlehem Gifts Narthex 

    9:30 AM RCIA #125 

    10:00 AM Family Mass Gr. 4 Church 

    11:00 AM Welcoming & Parish Reg #158/159 

    3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 



 Pray for Our Deceased 

 Weekly Readings 

Mass Intentions Pray for our Sick 

 

 Welcome to Our Newly Baptized 
Marriage 

Names of parishioners will be kept on the prayer list at Mass for 
four weeks and listed in the bulletin for 60 days. Immediate family 
members are asked to cll after four weeks if you wish to still have 
the name read at Mass. 
Names of non-parishioners who are immediate family members 
of our parishioners will be read at Mass for two weeks and listed 
in the bulletin for two weeks.  

12/5 Monday    

8:00am Victoria Wasag Linda & Mel Wasag 

 Thanksgiving for the Sumera Family 

12/6 Tuesday   

8:00am Susie Leonard The Conrad Family 

 Cheryl Zibits Mom & Dad 

12/7 Wednesday     

8:00am Henry Michalski Dolores Michalski 

 Julia Wegner Ted Wegner 

 Rosemary Farkas The Family 

12/8 Thursday - Immaculate Conception 

8:00am Caroline Wojtkowski C. Fornek 

 Joseph W. Brasky Dolores Michalski 

12:00pm Sharon O'Malley- Farrell The Family 

 Elaine Wedge The Waiter Family 

6:30pm Eleanor Spevak Dcn Pete & Jan Van Merkestyn 

 Maury Kane The Family 

12/9 Friday   

8:00am Frances Peca Dolores Michalski 

  Edward Mulhall Wife & Family 

12/10 Saturday   

8:00am Purgatorial Society   

  Marie Mikolainis Carol Cerney 

5:00pm Olga Samuelson The Family 

 Linda Stromek The Family 

  John T. Dygdon The Family 

 Jeanette Dygdon The Family 

 Ed Haberkorn Marge & Pete Jacobchuk 

 Tim Newquist Barbara Black 

12/11 Sunday   

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Al Mazeikis The Family 

8:30am Patricia Mitus Tom Mitus 

 Hugh Twomey Celia Twomey 

10:00am Joseph Lindenmeyer M/M R. Lindenmeyer 

 The Gladziszewski Family Theresa & John Manikowski 

11:30am Marian Kmiecik The Family 

 Johanna Silbernagel Alex, Helen & Family 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

6:15pm Margaret Des Forges Jane Fagan 

 Tim Kirby Bob Kabat 

Sun Is 11: 1-10/ Ps 72: 1-2. 7-8. 12-13  

Mon Is 35: 1-10/ Ps 85: 9ab and 10  

Tues Is 40: 1-11/ Ps 96: 1-2. 3   

Wed Is 40: 25-31/ Ps 103: 1-2  

Thur Gn 3: 9-15. 20/ Ps 98: 1. 2-3ab  

Fri Is 48: 17-19/ Ps 1: 1-2. 3  

Sat Sir 48: 1-4. 9-11/ Ps 80: 2ac  

Marriages: William & Mary Ann Koran 

 Pawel & Joanna  Lojek 

Julie Barth Joe McCory 

Arlene  Beavan Helen Michalik 

Grace Boblak Bernie Miller 

Kathie Brosius Joey Moylan 

Ruth Bulkaski Dave Newquist 

Tammy   Burns Dana Nosek 

Joanne Chess Barb & Joe Onak 

Thomas Conners Alvin Paul 

John Cornwall Pearl Paul 

Jim Cull Kathy Provenzano 

Edwin Cwik Ed Quinlan 

John Czerniak Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

Bob & Sheila Dickman Marek Rudzki 

Joe  Dorff Cynthia Ryan 

Janice Dorff Mary Lou Schoettler 

Bill Dunlap Nicole Siedschlag 

Bill Galvin Rachel  Swallow 

Caroline  Grady Joseph Tierney 

Larry Hersh Elizabeth Tyminski 

Pete Horkan Michael Vasek 

Bill Keating Kelly  Weiss 

Rex Knapp Ken Weissman 

John Lachat Patricia Weissman 

And for all those for whom our parish is asked to 

pray. 

Sharon Beaumont Josephine Henke 

Joseph Benson Fred Tomaszewski 

Patricia Cara Mary Beth Vazquez 

Deacon Kevin Helwig 

Sebastian Golab, John Paul Lojek, and                               

Noah  Alexander Serrano 



Thank You Advertisers 

Earn  $$$$  for  St .  Stephen’s  Parish!  

Have lunch or dinner at Gatto's on the 2nd or 4th Wednesday of 

the month and help in raising funds for St. Stephen’s parish. 

The parish will receive 15% of the before tax cost of 

your meal.  Please present this coupon to your server or ask 

your server to write   St. Stephen's Men's Club on your bill. 

 

Nancy’s Pizza and St. Stephen Pizza Coupon  

20% of the pre-tax a.m.ount 

(10% if a discount coupon is used)  to be 

donated to the 

St. Stephen Parish Center Fund. 

Coupon good on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays!   

Nancy’s Pizza at 171st Street and 80th Avenue (in the 

Fa.m.ily Dollar Plaza) is making an offer to St. Stephen 

Parishioners.  On any Monday through Wednesday, present 

this coupon and 20% of the pre-tax a.m.ount (10% if a 

discount coupon is used) will be donated to the St. Stephen 

Parish Center Fund.  You can enjoy a pizza and support our 

parish.  Nancy’s Pizza’s number is 708-614-6100. 

 

St. Stephen Men’s Club 

Dine-In or Carryout 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

of the month 

15% Donation (before tax) 

Present this coupon to your 

server 

 


