
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish. 



 Our Parish School—Cardinal Bernardin 

Principal—Ms. Mary Iannucilli  

Address:  9250 W. 167th Street  Orland Hills, IL  60487                                                                      

School Phone:  708.403.6525  School Fax:  708.403.8621                                                              

Website: cjbschool.org            Email: info@cjbschool.org 

 Our Staff 

Address: 17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487                                                                                                                                                             

Office Hours:  

Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-6pm; Sat Noon-5pm; 

Closed Mon-Friday from 12:30-1pm.                        

Office Phone: 708.342.2400  

Office Fax: 708.342.1545                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Website: www.ststephentinley.com                                              

Email:  info@ststephentinley.com 

Bulletins: Email articles to Ron@ststephentinley.com by 

noon on Wednesday, 11 days prior to bulletin’s publication 

date.  

 Parish Office 

Rev. James Finno, Pastor                                                
Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz, Associate Pastor                                                               

Karen Opyd, Administrative Assistant to Pastor                                             

Mark Gorka, Music Minister                                            

Kyle Groves, Youth/Young Adult Minister                          

Dave Prete, Maintenance Director 

Religious Education Office 

Director of Religious Education—Sandi Morgan              

Assoc. Director of Religious Education—Leslie Krauledis 

Admin. Assistant for Religious Education—Joann Buryj          

Religious Education Secretary—Patti Parker                      

Phone: 708.342.1544                             

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through     

the Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. 

Appointments with our parish counselor Michele L. 

Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact 

Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of help, please 

contact St. Stephen’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry through 

the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program,       

St. Stephen offers English and Polish support groups. 

Please contact the parish office for more information.  

For those in need... 

Robert Conlin Joseph Stalcup Deacons: 

William Engler Pete Van Merkestyn  

Chuck McFarland Kenneth Zawadzki  

William Schultz   

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

 February 2017 Year to Date 

Actual $111,953 $947,028 

Budget $117,375  $1,012,000  

Surplus/(Shortfall) ($5,422) ($64,972) 

Daily Mass—Monday through Saturday at 8am 

Mass of Anticipation—Saturday at 5pm 

Sunday Masses—7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30am, and    6:15pm in 

English; 1:00pm in Polish 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm in 

Polish. Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the necessary 

preparations. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 8:45am—

9:30am  in the church or by appointment. 

Funerals can be arranged with the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the 

weddings of both registered parishioners and the children of registered 

parishioners. Information is available from one of the priests or deacons. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound 

parishioners can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg at the parish office or 

Barbara Black at 708-466-9962. 

Mass Times and Sacraments 

Stewardship: Sharing Our Treasure 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of St. 

Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage payment 

to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our monthly 

collections. Please consider making electronic donations through 

Byline Bank or through Give Central. Electronic and online 

donations can be scheduled at the frequency you choose. For 

more information, please go to our website 

www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Giving tab. Also, 

please consider remembering your parish when preparing your 

will.  

Collections 

For 03-19-2017 

Give Central  

February 
 

Regular $22,122.00  $14,107.50   

Kids $91.98  -  

Sharing  $48.00  $65.00   

Christmas $25.00  -  

Good Friday $20.00  -  

Easter $25.00  -  

Parish Life Center - $744.00   

Candles $429.00  -  

St. Vincent  de Paul - $40.00   

Easter Flowers $902.00  -  

St. Stephen Parish welcomes all those who wish to register: 

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every 

month  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, 

Wednesdays  at 8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please 

contact the parish office.  

New Parishioner Registration 



From Our Pastor  

D ear People of St. Stephen, 

I want to thank Theresa Gamino 

and all those who assisted her to 

provide us with a very enjoyable 

evening at last Saturday’s St. Joseph 

Dinner. Thanks to Dennis Motyka and 

Bob Page who provided musical 

entertainment; to the many committee 

members who helped with the dinner 

and raffles – Marion Kochowski, 

Nancy Belling, Barb Ahrens,  

Carmelita Wagner, Sharon Waiter, Jim 

O’Donnell, Kathy and Jim Marek, 

Sharon and Keith Grill, Melissa 

Mangan, Patricia Flynn, Ginny 

Rychetsky, Kim Baskovich, Alisa 

Matushek, Natalie Sims, Emily 

Vaccaro, Eva Rucka, Antoinette 

Mahihhi, Toni Rafferty, Minnie 

Deanching, and Mary Kay 

Buckendahl; to the  teens who assisted 

at the dinner; and to all who helped 

out. We had a great crowd of around 

300 people, a good meal, and an 

enjoyable evening. Thanks to everyone 

who came and joined us. I look 

forward to be able to enjoy this event 

in our parish life center next year.  

Congratulations to the winners of our 

parish raffle; winners were drawn at 

the St. Joseph dinner last weekend. 

Congratulations to the $5000 winner 

the Lindenmeyer family; to the $1000 

winner the Greenhill family; and to the 

$500 winner the Kmiecik family. 

Thanks to everyone who supported our 

parish raffle this year. Thanks to Stacy 

Zampillo who coordinated the raffle, 

which was our most successful raffle to 

date.  

In the gospel readings of the last two 

weekends we have heard the stories of 

renewed life in the Samaritan woman 

at the well and in the man born blind – 

two people who opened their hearts to 

Christ and received Christ’s love and 

renewed life. The Lazarus story we 

hear in today’s gospel speaks to a 

renewed life that we all need at times  - 

renewing of our hearts and our spirits 

to bring us through the deaths that are 

part of every life. I think that every 

person at one time or another in life 

needs this type of renewed life. We all 

experience the pain of life. In its 

mildest form, it is waking up and 

feeling that I’ve got no strength for 

today. But the pain of life can be much 

worse. Life’s hurts can sap our energy 

and drive us into ourselves. Like 

Lazarus in the gospel story today, we 

can feel all “bound up” by the pain of 

life. There is a poignant remark that I 

have heard often  - “part of me died 

there” - perhaps at the death of a loved 

one or at the breakup of a relationship 

or at an experience of abuse or 

personal failure. The Lazarus story 

speaks about Jesus’ presence to us in 

these times and speaks to the love of 

Jesus leading us to new life. 

What do we see Jesus doing in this 

story? First, Jesus weeps with Martha 

and Mary, the sisters of Lazarus, over 

the death of their brother and His 

friend. Jesus, the Son of God, cries at 

the tomb of Lazarus. We tend to 

overlook the humanity of Jesus - the 

person who got hungry in the desert, 

thirsty on the Cross, felt overwhelmed 

in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus 

understands what it is to be human. 

Our God is a God with us. Just 

knowing that someone walks with us in 

our times of deep hurt is important and 

can be life-giving. 

Later in the story, Jesus orders the 

stone in front of Lazarus’ tomb to be 

rolled away. When we feel great hurt, 

it is easy to put up walls around us. 

Perhaps we’re thinking “who could 

possibly love me or want to approach 

me.” Jesus takes away the stone. He 

approaches us in our pain. Jesus loves 

us in our hurts and in our 

imperfections. We are imperfect people 

and an imperfect church. Jesus reaches 

out to us in our weakness and in our 

most painful moments. Jesus’ love 

pushes away the stone that we may 

place in front of us to wall ourselves 

off from others or from God. Our God 

always wants to reach out to us in our 

weakness and in our greatest need.  

Christianity has an incredible belief in 

the possibility of new life. Nothing - 

not even death - can conquer life. The 

Lazarus story does not mean that there 

will be no pain in our lives; there is no 

“happily ever after” in this world. 

Lazarus would go through other 

struggles in his life; he would later 

physically die. But always the Lord 

promises and calls us to life. Jesus is 

more than one who weeps with us; He 

is the one who gives life to us. Life is 

Jesus’ incredible gift. The Lazarus 

story directs our minds toward the 

celebration of the Resurrection at 

Easter in two weeks. Our God is a         

life-giving God. If you find yourself    

in a moment when life seems 

overwhelming and hope is hard to see, 

remember the story of Lazarus. The 

God who gave life to Lazarus walks 

with us in the pain of our lives and is 

continually reaching out to give life to 

each of us. 

May God bless you and your loved 

ones. 

Fr. Jay 

 



From Our Associate Pastor 

Informacje Dotyczące Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Sw. Śzczepana                                                                                                                                                   

W ciago calego roku Msza Św. w niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 
1PM           

-Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedz of  6:30-7:30pm Msza o 7:30pm                                                                                                                                              

-Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od godz. 7pm-9:30pm                                                             

-Spowiedz w kazdą sobote of godz. 8:45-9:30a.m.                                                                                                                                                                                               

-Po bliższe imformajce proszę dzwonić do biura parafialnego pod numer 
1(708) 342- 2400 wew 137 

Polish to English Translation: 

Wiara a życie 

Raj, o którym marzymy, to piękne plaże, palmy, ciepło, które 
pozwala korzystać z kąpieli w oceanie i kąpieli słonecznych. To 
nasze marzenia, które kontrastują z ziemskim życiem, pasmem 
udręk, chorób, nieprzyjemności, kłopotów. Czy to realne, by 
nasze życie nagle zmieniło się w wymarzony raj, w którym 
wszystko jest miłością, dobrem i radością? 

I tak przybliżamy się do problemu wiary, która jest potrzebna 
do tego, by na ziemi żyć godnie, zaś w wieczności żyć w 
komunii z Bogiem, który nam pragnie dać tak wiele za tak 
niewiele, oczekując z naszej strony tylko miłości. 

Jakże bym chciał, tak jak prorok Ezechiel, zrozumieć słowa 
Boga płynące do naszych serc i dusz: „Udzielę wam mego 
ducha po to, byście ożyli, i powiodę was do kraju waszego, i 
poznacie, że Ja, Pan, to powiedziałem i wykonam»” (Ez 37,14). 
Czy zastanawiając się nad usłyszanymi słowami, potrafimy 
dostrzec głębię tej obietnicy?    

Z kolei św. Paweł w Liście do Rzymian tłumaczy, że nie 
odczytując woli Boga, sami skazujemy się na zatracenie i 
śmierć bez wiary i bez Chrystusa, a równocześnie daje nam 
naukę, którą trzeba zapamiętać na całe życie: „Jeżeli ... 
Chrystus w was mieszka, ciało wprawdzie podlega śmierci ze 
względu na [skutki] grzechu, duch jednak posiada życie na 
skutek usprawiedliwienia.” (Rz 8,10) 

Podsumowaniem powyższych słów jest ewangeliczny dialog 
Pana Jezusa z Martą przy grobie Łazarza. Pan Jezus czyni wiarę 
warunkiem swego zbawczego działania. Mówi: „Ja Jestem 
Zmartwychwstaniem i Życiem. Kto we Mnie wierzy, choćby 
umarł żyć będzie.” I pyta Martę: ”Wierzysz w to?”. „Tak Panie! 
Ja mocno wierzę” – odpowiada Marta. 

To samo pytanie zadaje Chrystus każdemu z nas. Jednak 
problem polega na tym, czy my chcemy i potrafimy usłyszeć to 
pytanie, czy jesteśmy świadomi tego, że wiara w Chrystusa jest 
warunkiem życia wiecznego. 

Czasami słuchając Słowa Bożego, myślimy sobie, że to przecież 
teksty sprzed 2000 lat, więc w zasadzie nas nie dotyczą. A 
jednak słuchając z uwagą, mamy możliwość dostrzec, że Jezus 
dokonując znaków i cudów działał zawsze własną mocą, we 
własnym imieniu, ale równocześnie w najgłębszym 
zjednoczeniu z Ojcem. 

Jego relacja z Bogiem Ojcem jest niepowtarzalna. Syn Boży 
wie, że zawsze będzie wysłuchany i że przez Niego Ojciec 
objawia swą chwalę, nawet wtedy, gdy ludzie w to wątpią i 
muszą być przez Niego przekonywani. Dzięki temu 

szczególnemu porozumieniu Pan Jezus występuje jako ten, 

który objawia Ojca. Tę tajemniczą wzajemną więź znajdujemy 
także w opisie sceny wskrzeszenia Łazarza. Wyjście Łazarza z 
grobu obudziło wiarę wielu tam obecnych. Jakie myśli 
wywołuje w nas to zdarzenie? Czy także budzi krzepiącą 
pewność nieśmiertelności? 

Panie, pozwól nam usłyszeć i zrozumieć prawdę, którą nam 
codziennie przekazujesz, pozwól nam zrozumieć Twoje słowa 
codziennie do nas kierowane. 

Faith and life 

The paradise that many of us dream of is beautiful beaches, palm 
trees, warmth, and the ocean. This dream of ours contrasts with our 
earthly life that may include torments, diseases, and troubles. Is it 
realistic to believe that our lives will suddenly change into a dream 
paradise where everything is full of love, goodness, and joy? 

Faith is needed to live a life worth living and in eternity, to live in 
communion with a God, who wants us to give so much for so little, 
expecting from us only love. 

Would you understand the words of God, like the prophet Ezekiel, 
understands the words of God flowing to our hearts and souls?         
"I will put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will settle you 
upon your land; thus you shall know that I am the Lord. I have 
promised, and I will do it, says the Lord."(Ez 37,14) Are we able to 
perceive the depth of this promise by reflecting on the words we 
have heard? 

St. Paul, in the Letter to the Romans, explains that by failing to live 
the will of God, we separate ourselves from Christ. St. Paul also 
leaves us with a lesson to be remembered for the rest of our lives: 
"If Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
spirit is alive because of righteousness." (Rom 8:10) 

An example of this lesson appears in the Gospel when Jesus goes to 
the tomb of Lazarus. The Lord Jesus makes faith a condition of His 
saving action. He says: "I am the resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me, even if he dies, will live. Do you believe this?"  
Martha replies, "Yes, Lord! I strongly believe!” (Jn 11:25-27) 

The same question is asked of each one of us, but the problem is 
whether we want and can hear the question, “Do you believe?” and 
are we aware that faith in Christ is a condition of eternal life? 

Sometimes, when we listen to the Word of God, we think that it is a 
2000 years old text and it no longer applies. But, if we listen 
attentively, we have the opportunity to see that Jesus, by 
performing signs and miracles, has always acted with His own 
power, in His own name, but at the same time in the deepest union 
with the Father. His relationship with God the Father is unique. The 
Son of God knows that He will always be heard and that through 
Him the Father reveals His glory even when people doubt it and 
must be persuaded by Him. Thanks to this special arrangement, the 
Lord Jesus appears as one who reveals the Father. This mysterious 
mutual relationship is also found in the description of the scene of 
the resurrection of Lazarus. Lazarus' exit from the grave awakened 
the faith of many of those present. What does learning about this 
miracle do to you faith? Is it reassuring for the assurance of 
immortality? 

Lord, let us hear and understand the truth that you give us every 
day. 



Lenten Communal Reconciliation Services Offered by Parishes in the Area 

Parish Language Offered Date Time 

St. Stephen                  English / Polish Tuesday, April 04 7pm 

St. Michael English / Spanish Tuesday, April 04 Part of Mission @ 7pm 

St. Alexander English Wednesday, April 05 7pm 

Incarnation English / Polish Saturday, April 08 5:30pm 

St. Cyril                              

(Tri-parish service) 

English / Polish Monday, April 10 5-6pm; 7-8pm 

St. Francis of Assisi English / Polish Monday, April 10 7:30pm 

Our Lady of the Woods English / Polish Tuesday, April 11 7-9pm 

St. Stephen Parish Holy Week Schedule 
   

Palm Sunday April 9 Saturday 5pm (English) 

  Sunday 7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, 6:15pm (English); 1pm (Polish) 

Holy Thursday April 13 Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30pm (Bilingual) Adoration until Midnight 

Good Friday April 14 Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at 3pm (English) 

  Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at 5pm (Polish) 

  Keeping Vigil with Our Lord in the Tomb (Daily Chapel) until Midnight 

  Living Stations of the Cross at 7:30pm (English) followed by Veneration of the Cross 

  Stations of the Cross at 10pm (Polish) 

Holy Saturday April 15 Continue Keeping Vigil with Our Lord in the Tomb from 9am to 6pm (Daily Chapel)  

  Blessing of Easter Baskets in the Church - 11am and 12 Noon (both Bilingual) 

  Solemn Easter Vigil (includes Easter Mass) at 7:30pm (Bilingual) 

  Please note: There will be no confessions heard on Holy Saturday. 

  Please note: There will be no 5pm Mass on Holy Saturday. 

Easter Sunday April 16 Masses at 5am (Polish) with procession of the Blessed Sacrament outside of the church. 

  Masses at 7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, 6:15pm (English); 1pm (Polish) 

Note: There will be no morning Masses on Thursday, Friday, or Saturday of Holy Week. 

Spiritual Life 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

 Every Saturday from 8:45am-9:30am (Bi-lingual), 

except Holy Saturday.  

 Also offered during Lent on: 

 Saturday, April 8 from 8:45—10am 

 Monday, April 10 from 7:30 – 8:30pm 

 Tuesday 11 from 7:30 – 8:30pm 

 Thursday April 13 from 11am – 12 Noon 

 Masses during Lent: 

 Daily 8am; Every Thursday at 7pm in the Daily 

Chapel (English); Every Friday at 8:15pm (Polish) 

 Sunday Liturgy:  Saturdays at 5pm; Sundays at 7am, 

8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, 6:15pm (English);               

1pm (Polish) 

 

 

 

Stations of the Cross: 

 Every Tuesday at 8:45am 

(Daily Chapel)             

 Every Friday at 6:30pm 

(Church, English) 

 Every Friday at 7:30pm 

(Church, Polish)                            

Communal Celebration of the                                

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
 

St. Stephen will have our Parish Communal Celebration 

of the Sacrament or Reconciliation on Tuesday, April 4 

at 7pm. The service will consist of Scriptures, prayer, 

examination of conscience, and the opportunity for 

individual confessions. Other services in the area are 

provided below for your convenience.  



Lenten Intentions 

As part of our Lenten observance, we invite everyone to 

write a Lenten intention on the cards that are available in 

the narthex. Please write your intentions and family 

name (optional) on the card and place the card in the 

basket marked intentions. These intentions will then be 

placed on the crosses displayed in the narthex. By 

posting our intentions on the crosses, we show our 

willingness to reflect on the 

Spiritual Life 

Renewing Relationships 

The purpose of Lent is to restore relationships. In our prayer, we are to hearken to God's voice speaking to us in our 

brokenness and to renew our focus on doing God's will in our lives. In our fasting we are to cultivate a new hunger 

for forgiveness of our enemies and a renewed compassion for those in need. In our almsgiving we are to reach out to 

those bowed down by pain, failure, and grief, sharing the blessings that God has given us. 

  Believe and see the glory of God.                                                                                                                                        
Because the Spirit of God dwells within me, I am often witness to the glory of God.                                                                                                                                                                        

Week 5 Sunday        
April 2 

Monday          
April 3 

Tuesday         
April 4 

Wednesday         
April 5 

Thursday          
April 6 

Friday          
April 7 

Saturday         
April 8 

Reflection For 
the Day 

Lord, hear my 
voice. 

If today you 
hear God's 

voice, harden 
not your heart. 

With You, 
Lord, there is 
forgiveness. 

There is mercy 
with the Lord. 

Lazarus is not 
dead, he is 

asleep. 

Jesus cried when 
He heard His 

friend had died. 

He who believes in 
Me will not die, 
says the Lord. 

Suggested 
Activity 

Pray for all 
RCIA           

candidates. 

Volunteer at a 
soup kitchen. 

Attend       
Reconciliation 
this evening  
at 7:00pm. 

Freed from sin, 
enjoy your day. 

Think of our 
loved ones who 

have gone to 
the Lord. 

Pray for           
deceased           

relatives and 
friends. 

Be a good             
influence on 

younger children. 

Please join us for the Living Stations on Good Friday, 7:30pm 
The cast and crew of St. Stephen’s 2017 Good Friday Living Stations invite you and your family to our performance on 

Friday, April 14th, 2017 at 7:30pm. The performance will consist of teens and adults of our parish speaking and acting 

out the Stations of the Cross as well as our amazing band guiding our experience through each station.  

CAST  

Narrator: Sara Von Borstel; Jesus: Sean Fisher; Pilate: Jim O’Donnell; Barabbas: Guy Spalla; Herod: Mark 

Berchman; Mary, Mother of Jesus: Adriana Oropez; Simon: Ethan Villasenor; Veronica: Kristen Oropez; Caiphas: 

Noah Berchman; Woman in the Crowd: Dawn Allbee; Roman Centurion: John C. Lisicich; Unrepentant Criminal: 

Allison Glavin; Good Thief: Robbie Spalla; Mary Magdalene: Alyssa Galassini; Salome: Maggie Fisher; Nicodemus: 

Lucas Berchman; Roman Soldier: Grant Blondin; Roman Soldier: Logan Blondin; Man: Dominick Spalla; Women: 

Nicole Bodinet, Roseanne Bodinet, Rachel Bodinet, Cathy Conlin; Young Woman: Samantha Spalla; Children: 

Isabella Allbee; Aiden Fisher; Ella Fisher; Kristen Rowe.  

 

CREW 

Costume Design: Bernadina Fricano & Patricia Heniff; Wardrobe: Cheryl Berchman & Shannon Fisher; Set Crew 

Chief/ Design & Lighting: Jack Heniff; Set Crew: Ed Bodinet, Kimberly Bodinet & Mike Fisher; Director & Youth 

Minister: Kyle Groves; Assistant Directors: John Lisicich, Pat Lisicich, Bob Conlin & Justin Poole. 

Foot Washing 

On Holy Thursday, April 13 at the 7:30pm Mass, we will 

have the traditional Washing of the Feet as part of our 

service. Adults and children are invited to participate. 

Please consider signing up. There is a sign up sheet on the 

ushers’ table at the back of the church. 



Spiritual Life 

Serving the Lord with Gladness 
 

Our parishioners’ sharing of their time and talent enables us to do the ministry work of our parish. We encourage you to 

consider and pray about giving your time and talent to one of the following ministries: 

 

Eucharistic Ministers assist with the distribution of Communion at Mass. Eucharistic Ministers are 

asked to participate in a formation session in order to prepare for their ministry. For this ministry, St. 

Stephen Parish uses the online scheduling tool Ministry Scheduler Pro which allows you to input your 

date and Mass availability as well as request substitutes when necessary. Please consider becoming a 

Eucharistic Minister for St. Stephen.  

 
 

Altar Servers—Boys and Girls Grades 4 and Up 

Has your son or daughter expressed an interest in becoming an Altar Server? Altar servers 

are needed at weekend Masses, Holy Days, weddings, and other special liturgies. Training 

occurs approximately twice a year for those children who wish to join this ministry. We 

understand that families lead busy lives and need flexibility in scheduling. This ministry 

also uses the online scheduling tool Ministry Scheduler Pro which allows you to input your date and Mass availability as 

well as request substitutes when necessary. Everything is handled online and through email. Details about the scheduling 

program Ministry Scheduler Pro are discussed with parents at the altar server training session. To sign up to receive 

information about our next training session, please visit our website www.ststephentinley.com. Select the tab “Liturgy 

and Music”, then Liturgical Ministries/Altar Serving, then fill out the online Altar Server form. Information about the 

next altar server training session will be sent via email and posted in the bulletin when it becomes available. 
 

Altar Serving—Adults 

Men and women are needed to assist as altar servers at funeral Masses and periodically at the Sunday 7 AM 

Mass.  Training is provided.   
 

Baptism Ministry—As our parish grows, our need for ministers grows. Presently, we are looking for people to help 

with our Baptisms which are held on Sundays at 3pm. Your commitment would be once every six weeks and you would 

help the priest or deacon during the ceremony. It could be a husband and wife or we could partner you up with someone 

to form a team. This is a great way to meet our new moms and dads and to make them feel welcome and part of the 

parish as they come to St. Stephen to have their children baptized. If you prefer to observe, you can sit in on a Baptism to 

see if you would like to join our ministry. Joining our Baptism Ministry is a way to practice your stewardship. Please 

consider this ministry and helping our parish.   
 

If you are interested in helping your parish with any of these ministries, please contact Deacon Ken at the Parish Office:  

Phone: 708-342-2400 ext.136 or  Email: dcnken@ststephentinley.com  

 

For your information... 

 The Faith and Inspiration to Hope Intercessory Prayer Group will meet on Thursday, April 6 at 7pm in         

Room 126. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Daily Chapel on Mondays and Fridays now begins at 8:30am.  

 If your Lenten almsgiving includes using a Rice Bowl, please return your Rice Bowl to Church or RE during        

Holy Week.   

 The Little White Easter Books will be available in the Narthex starting Monday, April 3. A $1 donation is 

requested.  

 

mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com


Rolled Away—These breakfast buns will remind you of 

Jesus’ resurrection. 

1 pkg frozen rolls, thawed* 

*Substitute Pillsbury Buttermilk Grands 

25 large marshmallows 

¼ cup melted butter or margarine 

6 tablespoons sugar 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

 

Blessing of Easter Baskets—Holy Saturdy, April 15 

St. Stephen will  hold our traditional blessing of the Easter Baskets on Holy Saturday.  

Two services will be held  - one at 11:00am followed by the next service at  12:00 noon.  

Both services will be bilingual. 

Every nationality and family has their own Easter traditions, whether they are traditional or non-traditional. For those 

who observe the custom of Easter basket blessing, whether you do your basket the traditional way, or your own version, 

(e.g. biscuits, wine, fruits, vegetables, Peeps, chocolate or other candy), the choice is yours to make. Since St. Stephen 

has a large Polish representation within the parish, we thought we would share some of the traditional foods found in a 

Polish Easter Basket and their meanings.  

Polish Easter (Swieconka) Basket—Contents and Symbolism 

Maslo/Butter:  This dairy product is often shaped into a lamb (Baranek Wielkanocny), reminding us of the goodness of 

Christ that we should have toward all things. 

Chleb/Easter Bread:  A round rye loaf topped with a cross, symbolic of Jesus, the Bread of Life. 

Chrzan/Horseradish:  Symbolic of the Passion of Christ still in our minds, but sweetened with some sugar because of 

the Resurrection.  May be white or pink (with grated red beets). 

Jaijka/Eggs and Pisanki:  Indicates new life and Christ’s Resurrection from the Tomb. 

Kielbasa/Sausage:  A spicy sausage of pork products, indicative of God’s favor and generosity. 

Szynka/Ham:  Symbolic of great joy and abundance.  In addition to the large ham cooked for the Easter Meal, often a 

special small ham, call the Szynka Wielkanoczyn is purchased specially for the Swieconka basket. 

Slonina/Smoked Bacon:  A symbol of the over-abundance of God’s mercy and generosity. 

Sol/Salt:  So necessary an element in our physical life, that Jesus used it as symbolism:  “You are the salt of the earth.” 

Ser/Cheese:  Shaped into a ball, it is the symbol of the moderation Christians should have. 

Holy Water is used to bless the home, animals, fields and used in religious rituals throughout the year. 

A candle, often marked like the Paschal Candle lit during the Easter Vigil, is inserted into the basket to represent Christ, 

Light of the World. 

A colorful ribbon and sometimes sprigs of greenery are attached. 

The linen cover is drawn over the top and is ready for the trek to the blessing. 

Easter Traditions 

 Press the rolls into flat circles 

 Place a marshmallow in the center of each roll and 

pinch the dough around it. 

 Roll the marshmallow-filled rolls into round balls. 

 Brush each ball with the butter and sprinkle it with 

cinnamon and sugar. 

 Let the rolls rise for 30 to 45 minutes.  Then bake then 

at 350 degrees for 15 minutes until they’re golden 

brown.  

Just like the tomb on Easter Sunday,  

these buns are empty! 

Recipe for Tomb Biscuits 



Parish Life 

Memorial Brick Orders are Due Monday April 3 

Please see Karen Opyd in the Parish Office on Monday 

from 8:30am-4pm if you are interested in placing an order.  

Volunteers Needed for Discover Tinley on April 8 

St. Stephen will again participate in Discover Tinley on 

Saturday, April 8.  Two volunteers are needed for each of 

the three shifts that St. Stephen Parish will have that day: 

10-11:30am, 11:30am-1pm and 1-3pm. Please call Karen 

Opyd at 708-342-2400 if you are able to help.  Thank you 

and God bless! 

Attention All Mass Greeters  

The Greeters’ schedule for April, May, and June will be 

available in the west wall magazine racks as of Monday, 

April 3. Greeters, please stop and pick up your schedule.  

A greeters schedule will also be posted on our website the 

week of April 3.  

Seniors Young @ Heart—April Luncheon 

Seniors interested in purchasing tickets for our April 24th 

Luncheon can do so calling Bernie Valderrama at 

708.444.7949. Luncheon tickets are $14 and must be 

purchased through Bernie by April 14th to insure that 

enough food will be ordered. Pre-purchased tickets are 

required to participate in the luncheon. Our April luncheon 

menu includes: Marsala Chicken over Fettucini Pasta, 

Garden Salad with Italian Dressing, Green Beans 

Almondine, Rolls and Butter, and dessert. Entertainment 

will be a Trivia Game and a Nominating Committee for 

our May election will be appointed. 

 

Youth Ministry 
The last day to turn in Pink Flower Easter Memorial 

envelopes is Monday, April 3rd.  

Due to printer deadlines, names on any envelopes 

received after this date  

will not appear in the Easter Bulletin.  

Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 

God’s “Big Hug” Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, April 6  at 10am 

 

Special thanks for the large donation of yarn we received 

last month. Donations of yarn as well as monetary 

donations enable us to provide shawls to all those in need 

free of charge. 

The St. Stephen Prayer Shawl Ministry Group hand crafts 

shawls that represent a mantle of care and love from our 

parish to the recipient. This ministry creates hand-knit or 

crocheted shawls and chemo caps for the sick, 

homebound, those who are grieving, or to celebrate a 

very special occasion!  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is open to everyone—even if 

you cannot attend the meetings. Shawls can be created at 

home, on your own time, and at your own speed. We ask 

that you make the shawls no smaller than 25”x 60”. This 

size is a perfect fit for those receiving shawls. We 

welcome everyone to bring your latest project and join us 

in Rooms 125/26 for friendly conversation or instruction 

from one of our members. 

For more information about our ministry, please contact 

Dorothy at  708-614-2588. 

Catholic Girl Scout Religious Awards 

Several Girl Scouts from St. Stephen and neighboring 

parishes have earned their Catholic Girl Scout Religious 

Awards. They spent about five months learning how much 

God loves them, the roles they play in their parish and 

family, and how their faith fits into their daily lives. The 

girls were awarded their medals at a ceremony at St. 

George on March 12.  Pictured are (first row) Leah M., 

Abby G., Sophia P., Addison M., Paige S., Nyla U., Erin 

P., Hailey N., and Makayla H. (Second row) Kara P., 

Abby C., Emberlynn S., and Caitlyn A. (Back row) Annie 

O., Maggie O., Elise L., and Reagan H.  

Congratulations to these girls! 



 

Affordable Senior Housing 

As of March 21, 2017, Brementowne Manor Apartments 

in Tinley Park began distributing application information 

packets to persons interested in placing their names on 

the facility’s waiting list. Brementowne Manor is a 

federally-subsidized apartment complex which provides 

affordable housing to low include seniors and persons 

with mobility impairments. There are sheets available on 

the tables behind the back pews if you are interested in 

more information.   

Caregiver Support Group                                         

PLOWS Council on aging is offering a support group for 

those whose loved ones are experiencing memory loss. 

Caregiving can be challenging and it can be emotionally 

healing to know others may be experiencing similar 

situations. A 6 week group, begins on April 4, 2017 at 11 

AM to provide education, emotional support, and social 

interaction in  a safe, supportive environment. To register 

or for further information, please contact PLOWS 

Council on Aging at 708-361-0219. PLOWS Council on 

Aging, 7808 College Drive, Suite 5 East, Palos Heights, 

IL 60463. 

Human Concerns 

Kyle Groves Youth Minister 708-342-2400 x149 

kyle@ststephentinley.com 
 

Service Hours 

Teens in need of service hours can help with the 

Easter Egg Hunt on April 8th.  To sign up, please go 

to www.ststephentinley.com; click Parish Life/Branches 

Teen Ministry/Service Opportunities. A link to SignUp 

Genius, our online signup page, will be found there.  

Mission Trip—July 2-July 8 

Join fellow teens from St. Stephen and St. Elizabeth Seton 

on our Summer 2017 Mission Trip to Harlan, KY. 

Registration is handled online. To register, go to 

www.ststephentinley.com, click on Parish Life/Branches 

Teen Ministry. Details about the trip and an online 

registration form can be found there. There is enough 

space on our Mission Trip to take 30 high school teens 

and young adults. This is first come, first serve, so register 

soon if you are interested in participating. 

Summer Softball League 

Registration for our Teen Softball League will be posted 

online on the Branches Teen Ministry web page after 

Easter. Incoming freshmen and high school students can 

sign up.  

On the Horizon... 

Information about the National Catholic Youth 

Conference in Indianapolis from November 16-19 will be 

shared after Easter. Save the dates! 

Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who donated eggs and candy to 

our Easter Egg Hunt. We appreciate your generosity. 

 

Please contact our parish office at 708-

342-2400, ask for the SVdP hotline, 

and leave a message when you are connected to the 

voicemail box. Be sure to leave your name and a 

phone number where you can be reached. Someone 

from our SVdP ministry group will contact you. 

The Gospel today, challenges us to see and believe the 

signs of grace in our lives: joy, peace, forgiveness, mercy 

and kindness. Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul brings joy, peace, forgiveness, mercy and kindness 

to the hurting hearts of the poor.  

 Confidentiality & compassion are the 

cornerstones of our ministry.  

Are you struggling and                

in need of help ? 

Branches Teen Group 

Registration is now open online for children                   

to participate in our Parish May Crowning  

on Sunday, May 10 at the 10am Mass. 

Online registration information for our       

Vacation Bible School (June 19-June 23) and 

our 2017/2018 Growing with God Program 

will be coming soon.  

Watch the bulletin for more information.   

www.ststephentinley.com  

http://www.ststephentinley.com


Congratulations to the following winnersfor the week of March 27 2017:         

 $100 Winner - #173,  Louis J. Ondrus 

 $25 Winner - #462, Patricia Scanell 

Community 
Portiuncula Center for Prayer, 9263 W St. Francis Road in Frankfort offers a variety of retreats and programs. Visit 

www.portforprayer.org for more information.  

Prayer Service to End Gun Violence—St. George Church, 6707 W. 175 St. in Tinley Park, is hosting a Pray Service 

for an end to gun violence on Wednesday, April 5 at 7pm. For more information contact Angie Brady at 708-532-3644. 

Infant Jesus of Prague Prayer Group                                                                                                                                         

The IJB Monthly Mass & Healing Service has been moved to Monday, April 10 at 7:30pm. IJP is located at the corner 

of Flossmoor Road and Leavitt Ave. in Flossmoor. All are invited to attend and receive individual prayer for their 

requests. (Wheel Chair Accessible.) For more information call Bettyann Hall at708-799-1234. 

Domestic Violence Outreach Ministry Update: 

St. Ailbe's is hosting their 2nd annual Domestic Violence Forum on Sunday, April 30th from 1:00-3:30pm in their 

Church Hall at 9047 S. Harper Ave, Chicago, IL. The speakers include Maiesha Baptiste, Cook County State's 

Attorney; The Honorable Steven G. Watkins, Judge, Criminal Division, Circuit Court of Cook Count; and Special 

Guest, Male Domestic Violence Survivor 

On Monday, April 24th, Sacred Heart is hosting Bikers Against Child Abuse, explaining their program to support 

abused children.  The presentation will be at 7pm at 8245 W. 111th St. in Palos Hills. For more information call 630-

448-7991 or send an email to President@fv-il.bacaworld.org 

Brother Rice Gold Key Raffle 

Brother Rice High School is selling raffle tickets for its Gold Key Raffle. You have a chance to win $20,000. Only 1000 

raffle tickets will be sold, and the winner will be announced on Saturday, April 8th at Circle of Champions. Raffle 

license #1221835. To purchase raffle tickets, please contact Donna Eastman at deastman@brrice.org or                   

773-429-4340. 

Queen of Peace is closing its doors in June but there are a few months left and the students and parents are still holding 

events until the end of the year. Proceeds from these events will help the current Queen of Peace students, faculty, and 

staff. Queen of Peace is located at 7659 S. Linder Avenue in Burbank. 

 Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat presented by the Queen of Peace Theater Company. Performances 

on April 7 and 8 at 7pm and April 9 at 2pm.  Tickets are $12 for adults, $9 for students and $5 for kids who are 12 

and under and are available at the door. 

 Trivia Night on Friday, April 21, presented by Rocco Tucci and Joe Muting. Doors open at 6pm with trivia from 

7pm-10pm. $15/person or a table for 10 for $130. Must be 21 or older to attend. Raffles, baskets, and split the 

pot.  Visit www.queenofpeacehs.org for more information. 

Bremen VFW Post 2791 

There’s something “Fishy” going on every Friday thru Easter at Bremen VFW Post 2791 located at 172nd Oak Park 

Ave. in Tinley Pk. It’s the “All You Can Eat Fish Fry Buffett”. 3 Tasty Fish, (Shrimp is an Additional $5), Chicken, 

Tater Tots, Mac N’ Cheese, Soup, Salad Bar & Bakery. $12 Adults $5 Children (Under 12) Under 5yrs. Free. Take 

advantage of our Early Bird Special 4-5pm just $10. We also have Coffee Tea & a Cash Bar. If you can’t stick around 

for the meal just call us at 708-532-2333 and you can place an order to go. Either way you won’t go away hungry.  

Parish 500 Club 

mailto:deastman@brrice.org
http://www.queenofpeacehs.org/


Parish Calendar 

Day Date Time Event Location 

Sunday Apr-2   Kingdom Weekend Education Wing 

   All Masses St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive Narthex 

   9:30 AM RCIA #125 

   10:00 AM Family Mass Church 

   11:30 AM Praise Band Church 

   2:00 PM Lamentations   

   3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

   4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Growing With God Easter Practice Church 

  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Living Stations  Church & 125/126 

Monday Apr-3 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

   7:30 PM Parish Worship Team #125 

Tuesday Apr-4 8:45 AM Stations of the Cross (English) Daily Chapel 

   7:00 PM Lenten Reconciliation Service Church 

   7:30 PM Highlanders #170/171/172/173 

   7:30 PM SVDP #126 

Wednesday Apr-5 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM Moms and Tots #161 

   7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Choir Church 

Thursday Apr-6 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM Adoration of Blessed Sac with Rosary Daily Chapel 

   10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry #125/126 

   4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Children's Choir Church 

   6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Benediction followed by Divine Mercy Prayers Daily Chapel 

  7:00 PM Intercessory Prayer Group #126 

   7:00 PM Mass (English) followed by Rosary Daily Chapel 

   7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Praise Band Church 

  7:30 PM RCIA Confessions  

   7:30 PM SWIFT #125 

Friday Apr-7 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Daily Chapel 

   8:45 AM - 10:00 AM Scripture Study #126 

  6:30 PM 1st Fri Mass (Polish) Church 

   6:30 PM Stations of the Cross (English) Church 

   7:30 PM Stations of the Cross & Mass (Polish) Church 

Saturday Apr-8   Baby Nursing #153 

   8:45 AM - 10:00 AM Confession Church 

   1:30 PM - 2:30 PM Growing With God Easter Program Church 

   2:30 PM Easter Egg Hunt Church grounds 

Sunday Apr-9   Baby Nursing #153 

   10:00 AM Children's Liturgy of The Word Church 

   10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Growing With God #162-167 

   11:00 AM Welcoming & Parish Reg #158/159 

   2:00 PM Lamentations   

   3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Baptism Church 

   4:00 PM Living Stations Church / Full Dress Rehearsal 125/126 



 Please Pray for Our Deceased 

 Weekly Readings 

Pray For Our Sick 

 Welcome to Our Newly Baptized 

Mass Intentions 

Parishioners’ names will be kept on the prayer list at 
Mass for four weeks and listed in the bulletin for 60 days. 
Immediate family members are asked to call after four 
weeks if you wish to still have the name read at Mass.  

Names of non-parishioners who are immediate family 
members of our parishioners will be read at Mass for two 
weeks and listed in the bulletin for two weeks.  

4/2 Sunday Requested by : 

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace 

 Peter Destito Gia Mallet & Mary Desitio 

8:30am Kathy McKeon The Family 

 Betty Staniszewski Barbara Black 

10:00am Fran Grousnick Elaine & Dick Lindenmeyer 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

11:30am Loren Davidson Keith & Sharon Grill 

  The Sablick Family The Vasek Family 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace  

 Janina Sawicki The Family 

6:15pm Andrew Wisniewski Albert & Patricia Wienke 

 Betty M. Burke Richard Deplewski 

4/3 Monday    

8:00am Alice Pokrzywa Rita Lewicki 

 Purgatorial Society   

4/4 Tuesday   

8:00am Ed Truty Rose Zaidan & Family 

 Int. for Paul Toman Maeve Walsh 

 John Carroll The Family 

4/5 Wednesday      

8:00am Marjorie Maluchnik Ed & Gale Fus 

 Loren Davidson Jackie Davidson 

4/6 Thursday    

8:00am Linda Evert  Regina School Classmates 

 Frank Zeiger Ken & Rose Eichorst 

7:00pm John Carroll Noreen Galvin 

 Rich Myers Noreen Galvin 

4/7 Friday    

8:00am Julia Wegner Ted Wegner 

  Barbara Dougherty Adult Altar Servers 

4/8 Saturday    

8:00am Walter Hildebrandt, Sr. The Family 

  Isabella B. Deplewski Richard Deplewski 

5:00pm Mimi Stefani-Corkery Noreen Galvin 

 Maury Kane The Family 

 Steve & Joe Yanko The Yanko Family 

  Walter & Eleanore Fistek The Family 

 John & Jeanette Dygdon The Dygdon Family 

 Jim Dwyer Marilyn Dwyer 

4/9 Sunday - Palm Sunday   

7:00am Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace   

 Delores Sarra The Family 

8:30am Fornek & Wojtkowski Family Carol Fornek 

 Hugh Twomey Celia Twomey 

10:00am Halina Kelso-Leonard The Family 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

11:30am Frank Nowobilski Maxine Nowobilski 

 Mary G. Gilligan Jim & Mary Gibbons 

1:00pm Za Dusze W. Czyscu Cierpiace  

 Carl Cislak Wife 

6:15pm Linda Evert  Dcn Chuck & Terese McFarland 

 Patrick Malone The Family 

William Michael Levato 

Ryan Liam Valdivia 

Sun Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45  

Mon Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62   

Tues Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30   

Wed Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42   

Thur Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59   

Fri Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42   

Sat Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56  

None 

Weddings 

Ramy Bryar, Isabel Bujnowski, Anne Freeburn,                               

John R. Lamb, Joe Onak, Terrance Tucker 

Lily Acosta Rex Knapp 

Julie Barth Chuck McFarland 

Arlene  Beavan Helen Michalik 

Mary Beechy Joey Moylan 

Kathie Brosius Dave Newquist 

Tammy  Burns Dana Nosek 

Bill Casey Anna Plecki 

Joanne Chess Joe & Joan Ricciuti 

Thomas Conners Mary Lou Schoettler 

Bob & Sheila Dickman Nicole Siedschlag 

Janice Dorff Rachel  Swallow 

Joe  Dorff Joseph Tierney 

Bill Dunlap Michael Vasek 

Bill Galvin Kelly  Weiss 

Caroline  Grady Ken & Patricia Weissman 

Larry Hersh  

And for all those for whom our parish is asked to pray. 



Please pray for the well-being and safe return of all our military men and women, including: 

CPL Nicholas Cascone Lt. Amanda Griffith Tsgt. Laura Langley Sgt. Dominic Messina 

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Sgt. Evan Grober Ssgt. Carl Langley PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Major Vincent Cesaro Capt. Michael Gryczka Sgt. Joseph Malone LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Lt. Dan Kniaz  Capt. Christopher Mazurek Major Thomas Walsh 

 Military  

  Date     Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1 PM Polish 

4/9 Greeters Flo Simosky   Sharon Murphy  Chris Losey Julie Gilligan   

    Dolores Soverino   Tom Mitus Mark Losey Seana Gilligan   

    Joan Beck   Jim O’Donnell Barb Ridge Judy Kluchins   

    Mary Tafoya   Flo Simosky Bob Ridge Natalie Sims   

  Counters 4/9 Team #1 4/16 Team #2     

Attention All Greeter 

A new greeter’s schedule for April, May and June is now available in the racks on the west wall of the narthex  Please arrive 15 minutes 

before Mass and share a warm and welcoming greeting and smile.  St. Stephen is known as a friendly and welcoming parish in great part 

because of your ministry. (Deacon Joe) 


