
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 
We are a Stewardship Parish 

Parish Mission   
St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel.  Our 

Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, our work 

places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts 

and to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In 

all of our parish activities we seek to develop a personal relationship with the Lord 

who directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that 

leads to a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be 

an open and welcoming people and a sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of 

God’s love. 

Mass of Anticipation 

5pm Saturday  

Sunday Masses 

English:  

7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am,                   

and 6:15pm 

Polish: 

1pm 

Daily Mass 

8am Monday through Saturday 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   

Bilingual 

Saturdays from 8:45—9:30am 

And by appointment 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays & Fridays 8:30am—3:30pm 

Thursdays 8:30am—6:30pm 

Benediction & Divine Mercy 

Prayers 

Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Rosary 

7:30pm - 2nd and last Tuesday of the 

month 

 

Informacje Dotyczące 

Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Św. 

Szczepana  

W ciągu całego roku Msza Św. w 

niedziele w języku polskim jest o 

godz. 1pm   

Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedź 

od       

6:30-7:30pm   

Msza o 7:30pm   

Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od 

godz.          

7:00-9:30pm    

Spowiedź w każdą sobotę od godz.  

8:45-9:30am  



 

For those in need: 

 Counseling services are available at St. Stephen through the Holbrook 

Counseling Center of Catholic Charities. Appointments with our parish 

counselor Michele L. Nowak, LCPC, can be made at 312-655-7725.  

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact Deacon Pete 

Van Merkestyn at the parish office.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of assistance, please contact                    

the St. Vincent de Paul Ministry through the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program, St. Stephen offers 

English and Polish support groups. Please contact the parish office for 

more information.  

 For information about Domestic Violence awareness, services, and 

prevention, please contact Deacon Bill Schultz at the parish office or visit 

www.domesticviolenceoutreach.org 

Anointing of the Sick—Please contact the parish office if you or a loved 

one needs this holy sacrament. 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm in Polish. 

Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the necessary 

preparations. New parishioners are required to register. A baptism 

preparation class is required if it is your first child baptized at St. Stephen. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound parishioners 

can be arranged by calling Fr. Greg at the parish office or Barbara Black at 

708-466-9962. 

Funerals can be arranged through the contact  the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the weddings 

of both registered parishioners and the children of registered parishioners. 

Information is available from one of the priests or deacons. 

New parishioners are invited to register: 

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month.  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, Wednesdays  at 

8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please contact the parish office.  

St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Catholic Church 
17500 South 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487 

www.ststephentinley.com 
 

Parish Office Phone: 708-342-2400 | Parish Office Fax: 708-342-1545 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1 –7:30pm    |    Friday 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4pm  

Saturday Noon—5pm 
 

Religious Education Phone: 342-1544 

RE Office Hours Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am—12:30pm and 1-4:30pm | Friday 8:30am—12:30pm   

Evenings and weekends by appointment. Please call to schedule.  
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Parish School (CJB) 

9250 West 167th Street, Orland Hills, IL 60487 

Phone: 708-403-6525   | Fax: 708-403-8621 | web: cjbschool.org | email: info@cjbschool.org 
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From Our Pastor   
 

Dear People of St. Stephen, 

This Sunday’s Scripture readings describe two very 

powerful faith experiences. God reveals Himself to 

Elijah on Mt. Horeb and Jesus walks on water and 

calms the storm. They reveal God’s reaching out to 

strengthen two strong men of faith, Elijah and Peter, 

in moments of struggle and doubt. They invite us to 

open our hearts to the same God in our times of 

struggle. 

In the first reading, Elijah had just defeated 450 

prophets of the pagan god Baal. In anger, Queen 

Jezebel was pursuing Elijah to try to kill him. Elijah 

questions his effectiveness as a prophet and loses 

heart, even asking God to take his life. The Lord 

calls him to go to Mt. Horeb, the place where Moses 

received the Ten Commandments. There God 

reveals Himself to Elijah not in the mighty wind that 

parted the Red Sea for Israel and not in the thunder 

and fire that revealed the Lord to Moses on Mt. 

Horeb, but in a “tiny, whispering sound.” In the 

gospel, Peter and the other apostles were in a boat 

being tossed about by a storm. Jesus appears walking 

toward them on the water. The apostles were 

terrified, fearing that it was a ghost. Jesus reveals 

His presence, and Peter goes out from the boat. At 

first, he too walks on the water, but soon he loses 

focus on Jesus as he realizes the storm that is around 

him and he begins to sink, calling out “Lord, save 

me.” Jesus caught Peter and saved him and 

challenged his lack of faith. When Peter kept his 

focus on Jesus and the Lord’s presence with him, he 

was able to walk on the water. But when he focused 

on the storm, he sank. 

Both Elijah and Peter, strong men of faith, lost sight 

of God’s presence in the midst of the storms 

touching their lives. I imagine that most of us can 

identify with them. We may well experience 

struggles with faith when turmoil hits our lives. We 

would like to have a powerful, visible intervention of 

God in our lives, but it is much more likely that God 

is calling us to moments of quiet to open our hearts 

Please join us next Sunday for our bilingual Polka Mass at 11:30 AM.  

Father Jay and Father Greg will concelebrate this Mass. 

As a reminder, there is no 1 PM Polish Mass on Sunday, August 20th.  

to the Lord who walks with us. We have to turn off 

the “noise” in our lives to recognize the most 

profound reality, the presence of God in our midst. 

The struggles and pain in life, in our own lives and in 

the lives of people in need, are all too real and 

challenge us to respond as best we can to them. The 

actions we take in our world are important, and action 

to help relieve the sufferings of others is an essential 

part of living Christian faith. But all of us as people 

of faith, even strong people of faith like Peter and 

Elijah, need quiet moments to open ourselves to the 

love and strength that God gives for our lives. St. 

Teresa of Calcutta, who was certainly actively 

involved in relieving sufferings in the world, wrote 

this: 

Scripture calls us to take those moments of quiet 

prayer that renew our sense of God’s presence with 

us, that keep us conscious that Jesus walks with us in 

our lives, and that open us up to the strength that God 

gives. 

Finally, I invite everyone to join us at our parish 

picnic next weekend. The picnic will immediately 

follow our 11:30 AM Mass, which will be our annual 

bilingual Polka Mass. The picnic will have great food 

and a variety of activities that are listed elsewhere in 

the bulletin. Join us for a pleasant day with fellow 

parishioners. 

May God bless you and your loved ones. 

Fr. Jay 

“The fruit of silence is prayer.          

The fruit of prayer is faith.              

The fruit of faith is love.                  

The fruit of love is service.             

The fruit of service is peace.” 



From Our Associate Pastor (In Polish, followed by English translation) 

Zmagania z modlitwą i wiarą 
W każdej sytuacji, w każdej chwili, przy każdej czynności, nie 
tylko, gdy jest źle, ale również wtedy, gdy jest dobrze. Bóg mówi, 
poucza, wzywa, a człowiek odpowiada. Podstawą dialogu 
człowieka z Bogiem jest bezgraniczne zawierzenie Bogu, oddanie 
się w Jego ręce. W rozmowie człowieka z Bogiem widać, że 
inicjatywa należy do Boga. Podstawowym aktem ze strony 
człowieka jest wiara i słuchanie Słowa, wołania Bożego. 
Dialog jest też wzajemnym odniesieniem dwóch osób – Boga i 
człowieka: Boga wzywającego do przyjaźni ze sobą, 
obdarzającego łaską, i człowieka, który odpowiada na Jego dar. 
Dar Boga i odpowiedź człowieka najdoskonalej zostały 
urzeczywistnione w Jezusie Chrystusie. A jak Bóg do nas 
przemawia? Poprzez sytuacje, ludzi, rodzinę, przyjaciół. Poprzez 
Pismo święte, ale i poprzez media. Ustami księży, ale też 
polityków. Jak mamy usłyszeć, zrozumieć i przyjąć to słowo? To 
już nasza rola: trzeba wsłuchać się, zrozumieć teksty, przyjmować 
słowa nie – jak to nieraz słyszymy – jako dopust Boży, bo 
takowego nie ma, lecz jako słowa miłości, dobroci, nawet jeśli 
dziwnie zabrzmią w naszych uszach. Odpowiadając zaś dziękujmy 
za to, że jesteśmy, za to, że działamy, za to, że mamy jak żyć, i 
prośmy, ale nie o łatwe życie, lecz przede wszystkim o dary 
Ducha Świętego, aby nas prowadził przez życie. Często w naszym 
pojęciu Bóg jest bardzo daleki, widzimy Go jako  Stwórcę, 
nierzadko dobrotliwego staruszka z długą siwą brodą, ale 
pamiętajmy, że jest On bardzo bliski, bliski w Jezusie Chrystusie, 
szczególnie w Nim, wydającym siebie za nasze zbawienie i 
wszczepiającym nas w Siebie. 
Wydarzenia opisane w dzisiejszej Ewangelii wzbudzają refleksję 
na temat znaczenia modlitwy osobistej i sposobu radzenia sobie 
z trudnościami życiowymi. Jezus po spotkaniu z tłumem i po jego 
nakarmieniu oddalił się od uczniów, aby znaleźć trochę spokoju. 
Wytchnienia szuka w modlitwie. W modlitwie osobistej, w 
samotności, w modlitwie, na którą nie skąpił czasu. Wyraźnie 
podkreślone jest tu znaczenie modlitwy osobistej. Jej 
uzdrawiająca siła przywraca równowagę duchową. Trzeba jednak 
pamiętać, że czas modlitwy jest czasem, którego się nie odlicza. 
Modlitwa nie powinna być szybka, wymuszona, traktowana jako 
obowiązek, bo wtedy nie jest autentyczną rozmową z Bogiem. 
Modlitwa wznosi istotę człowieka, tzn. jego umysł i serce, do 
Boga. Można powiedzieć, że Bóg sam ustanowił modlitwę jako 
źródło łączności z Nim i źródło życia Bożego. Nie zapominajmy i 
nie wstydźmy się znaku krzyża przed jedzeniem, przed 
czynnościami życia codziennego. W końcu to dzięki Niemu 
istniejemy, żyjemy, funkcjonujemy. Dlatego więc rozmawiajmy 
poprzez modlitwę z Panem, dziękując Mu za wszystko, czego 
doświadczamy, aby Syn Człowieczy znalazł wiarę na ziemi, gdy 
przyjdzie. 
Drugim zdarzeniem, które opisuje ta Ewangelia, jest zmaganie się 
Apostołów z żywiołem. Kiedy płynęli na drugą stronę jeziora, 
przyroda nie była dla nich łaskawa, bo płynęli pod wiatr. 
Modlitwa osobista, walka z trudnościami – to sytuacje z naszego 
ludzkiego życia. Jedni daremnie walczą ze swoimi problemami 
życiowymi, drudzy czerpią swoje siły z modlitwy, z więzi z 
Bogiem, po to by móc przetrwać i poradzić sobie z trudnościami. 
Skoncentrowanie się na sobie, na swojej trudnej sytuacji 
powoduje, że wielokrotnie nie dostrzega się Pana Jezusa 
kroczącego nam na pomoc. Potrzeba nam więcej odwagi i wiary. 

Struggle with prayer and faith 

In every situation, at any moment, with every action, not only 
when it is bad, but also when it is good, God speaks, teaches, 
and calls, while man answers. Man trusts God as he gives 
himself into His hands through this dialogue. In the 
conversation between man and God, it is clear that the wisdom 
belongs to God.  Man’s part in this dialogue is to have faith and 
listen to the Word and the call of God. 

Prayer is the mutual exchange between God and man. God calls 
for friendship with one another, bestows on us grace, and man 
responds to His gift. The gift of God and the most perfect 
human response to prayer has been realized in Jesus Christ.  
How does God speak to us? He speaks to us through situations, 
people, family, and friends. He speaks to us through scripture, 
but also through the media, through the mouths of priests, and 
also through politicians. How do we hear, understand, and 
accept this word? It is our role to listen, to understand the 
texts, to accept the words - as we often hear - as a blessing of 
God, because they are but words of love and of goodness, even 
if they sound strange to our ears. In reply, we should say thank 
you for the sake of living and asking, not for the easy life, but 
above all for the gifts of the Holy Spirit to lead us through life. 
Often, in our notion, God is very far away. We see Him as the 
Creator, a loving old man with a long gray beard, but remember 
that He is very close in our savior Jesus Christ. 

The events described in today's Gospel give rise to reflections 
on the importance of personal prayer and how to cope with 
life's difficulties. Jesus, after meeting with the crowd and after 
His feeding, departed from the disciples to find some peace.  
The respite is sought in prayer. The importance of personal 
prayer is clearly emphasized here. Prayer’s healing strength 
restores spiritual balance. However, it must be remembered 
that the time of prayer is a time that is not limited. Prayer 
should not be fast, forced, or treated as a duty because then it 
is not an authentic conversation with God. Prayer raises the 
essence of man in his mind and heart to God.  It can be said that 
God Himself established prayer as a source of communication 
with Him and the source of God's life. Let us not forget and do 
not be ashamed of the sign of the cross before eating or before 
the activities of daily life. In the end it is thanks to Him that we 
exist, that we live, and that we function. Therefore, let us pray 
to the Lord, thanking Him for everything we experience, so that 
the Son of Man will find faith on earth when He comes. 

The second event that is described in this Gospel is the 
struggles of the Apostles with the elements. When they sailed 
to the other side of the lake, nature was not good to them 
because of the strong wind. In the same way, our personal 
prayer that addresses struggling with difficulties are a part of 
our human life. Some struggle in vain with their life problems 
while others draw their strength from prayer. This strength 
comes from bonding with God, in order to survive and cope 
with difficulties. Concentrating only on yourself, in your difficult 
situation, causes us to repeatedly overlook the Lord Jesus 
walking to help us. We need more courage and faith. 



The following children recently 

received the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism at St. Stephen. Our parish 

community welcomes these children 

into our Catholic faith and 

congratulates their parents, families, and godparents. 

Stewardship Spiritual Life 

Stewardship challenges us to live counter-culturally, 

anchored in the Gospel message and wholly cognizant 

that only in living as our model steward, Jesus, we will 

find hope, freedom, and lasting joy and peace. 

Stewardship…Asks that we help each other recognize 

both the gifts and talents with which God has blessed us, 

and the ways in which we have been blessed through the 

gifts and talents of others. Invites us to help discern, call 

forth, and continually encourage one another to use the 

gifts and talents with which God has blessed us according 

to God’s will. Challenges us to share our time, talent, and 

treasure beyond what we believe we can do or give so we 

can grow, individually and collectively, as God desires. 

Sharing Our Treasure 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of 

St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage 

payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our 

monthly collections. Please consider making electronic 

donations through Byline Bank or through GiveCentral. 

More information on how to make electronic donations is 

available on our website and at the back of the bulletin.  

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

  June 2017 Year to Date 

Actual $109,465 $1,422,503 

Budget $117,375 $1,500,500 

Surplus/(Shortfall) ($7,910) ($77,997) 

Birthday blessings will be offered at all the Masses this 

weekend all those who were born during the month of 

August.  

Stewardship Reflection  

  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

“He said, ‘Come’. Peter got out of the boat and began to 

walk on the water toward Jesus.” 

- MATTHEW 14:29 

 

When you hear Jesus calling, do you respond 

immediately and trust that He knows what He’s doing? If 

so, you are walking on water! When we say “yes” to 

Jesus, we feel the power of his presence in our lives. We 

can feel the freedom it gives us! Listen how Jesus is 

calling you to live the extraordinary life He has in mind 

for you. 

The following couple recently 

received the Sacrament of Holy 

Matrimony. Our St. Stephen Parish 

community congratulates them on 

their vocation of Catholic marriage 

and wishes them a lifetime of joy and 

happiness.   

Collection information will be available next week.  

 

Feast of the Assumption 

Tuesday is the Feast of the  Assump-

tion, a holy day of obligation.  

Masses will be at 8 AM, 12 Noon, 

and 6:30 PM in English                                 

and at 7:30 PM in Polish.  

Brandon and Christina Bradaric 

The Holy Family Flowers                                           

were donated in honor of  

Fred and Kathy Schafer’s 50th Wedding Anniversary 

for the week of August 13, 2017. 

The Sanctuary Candle                                                     

burns in honor of                                                       

Mark and Colleen Corey’s 25th Wedding Anniversary 

for the week of August 13, 2017. 

Requested by Fred and Kathy Schafer. 

Jack Emmett Gilboy Thomas James Merlo 

Gavin Gradley Kain Charles Harold Laakson 

Sean Aiden Reyes 



 Spiritual Life 

Our 2017-2018 R.C.I.A. Program 

Becoming Catholic 

St. Stephen, St. Elizabeth Seton, and St. George Parishes 

will be sponsoring a combined R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) Program for this coming year. This 

program is aimed at adults who are interested in 

converting to the Catholic Church, as well as baptized 

Catholics who have not received the sacraments of First 

Holy Communion and Confirmation. We are running a 

combined three-parish sacramental preparation program as 

part of our ongoing development of parish cooperation in 

the archdiocese’s “Renew My Church” program. St. 

Stephen already partners with St. Elizabeth Seton, St. 

Francis of Assisi, and St. Julie Parishes in our regional 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School. We also 

partner with St. Elizabeth Seton Parish in a combined 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry Program and in developing a 

joint parish response to the issue of domestic violence. 

The 2017-2018 R.C.I.A. Program will begin on Thursday, 

September 14, 2017 at St. Stephen Parish and run at this 

site for eight consecutive weeks, moving on November 9th 

to St. Elizabeth Seton, and running there for eight weeks, 

until making a final move to St. George Parish on January 

18, 2018. Classes will conclude about March 15th. All 

sessions will run on Thursday nights from 7:00-8:30pm. 

Various sessions in the program focus on the sacraments, 

morality, catechetical teachings of our church, etc. The 

sessions will be taught by priests, deacons, and lay 

ministers of the three parishes. 

We encourage our parishioners to spread the word about 

the program to friends, family members, and neighbors. 

We ask that anyone interested in the program, or anyone 

who may have questions about the program, to please 

contact Barbara Black by phone at 708.466.9962 or by 

email at barbara@ststephentinley.com  

 
 

 

 

 

 

High School Confirmation Program  

St. Stephen will begin a high school confirmation 

program on Wednesday, September 27th at 4:15 PM 

for teens in Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, or Senior 

years of high school. The program will meet weekly 

until the Sacrament is conferred upon the teens on 

March 10, 2018 by Bishop Kane. Topics that will be 

covered will help teens relate to being a Catholic in 

our modern society. Students will discuss elements of 

the Catholic faith and the significance of moral, 

theological, and scriptural issues that are a part of 

every committed and confirmed Catholic’s life.  

There are three Sacraments in which people become 

full members of the Catholic Church - Baptism, Holy 

Communion and Confirmation. Confirmation is an 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and 

completes the good work that was begun in Baptism 

and that is continually strengthened in receiving the 

Eucharist. 

Students will be required to do service projects and 

attend a retreat in preparation for the Sacrament.  It is 

also expected that each student will research and 

prepare a report on the saint name chosen for his/her 

confirmation name.   

Registration forms can be picked up at the Religious 

Education office or found online at 

www.ststephentinley.com under the “Education” tab, 

where the form can be printed and returned to the 

Religious Education office.  

If you have any questions, please contact Barbara 

Black at barbara@ststephentinley.com 

The Our Lady of Fatima statue arrived 

at St. Stephen on Saturday, August 12 

and be with us through Saturday, 

August 19. Please join us at 7pm daily 

during this week long event as we come 

together as a community of faith for 

devotions and  to pray the rosary. 

 
St. Jude Solemn Novena 

 

Please join us for a solemn novena to 

St. Jude Thaddeus on August 28-30, 

2017. Includes rosary and St. Jude 

devotions as well as veneration of arm 

relic of St. Jude. Mission at 7:00 p.m. 

on Monday, August 28th and Tuesday, 

August 29th. Mass with St. Jude oil 

blessing on Wednesday, August 30th. 

Presented by the Ministries of the Dominican Shrine 

of St. Jude. www.The-Shrine.org  

mailto:Barbara@ststephentinley.com
http://www.ststephentinley.com
http://www.The-Shrine.org
http://the-shrine.org/


Parish Life  

 

It’s a summer time St. Stephen parish tradition! 

Please join us for our annual Polka Mass and Parish Picnic  

on Sunday, August 20, 2017. 

Dennis Motyka and The Good Times Polka Band will lead the music                     

at our bi-lingual Polka Mass at 11:30 a.m.  

(Please note—there will be no 1 p.m. Mass in Polish this day.) 

Picnic from 12:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m. on the parish grounds east of the building.  

Come for fun, great food, and fellowship! 

St. Stephen will have tents, tables, and chairs on the grounds. Parishioners are welcome to bring their 

own chairs, blankets, and coolers. Invite your friends and family! All are welcome! 
 

Can’t make the picnic? You can still take a chance on our basket raffles!                                      

Basket raffle tickets will be sold in the Narthex at all Masses the weekend of the picnic.  

Fun! 

In
fla

ta
ble

s! 

Food and Drinks 

$3 for hot dog & chips    |    $3 for hamburger & chips 

$6 potato pancake & meat gravy plate 

$6 for 6 pierogi plate (2 each: cheese/potato/sauerkraut) 

$10 for plate with chicken, (1) polish sausage link, sauerkraut, and bread 

Desserts, pop, water, and beer will also be sold.  

 

Pre-purchase your food tickets this weekend! 

Food tickets will be available for pre-purchase after all the Masses                      

this weekend and in the parish office the week of August 13
th
.  

Raffles! 
Split the Pot! 

*provided there are no village emergencies 
Music |  Tinley Park K9 & Firetruck* 

FOOD TICKETS 

ON SALE  



Parish Life 
  Football Mania–Sales Kick off Next Weekend 

The St. Stephen’s Men’s Club is selling Football Mania 

game tickets for $20 each. Tickets will be sold this 

weekend and next weekend in the Narthex. The Men’s 

Club will also be selling tickets outside the church the 

weekend of August 26/27. Purchase 10 tickets or more 

and receive a free official football. There will be at least 

one $25 prize every week.  

Ladies Social Club - Join Us at our First Meeting! 

On Monday, August 14 at 10am in room 125, the Ladies 

Social Club will be starting our fourth year. We have 

changed our meeting day to the second Monday of each 

month this year. All ladies are welcome to join us. Bring 

a friend or two to help kick off the new season. We will 

start our year with a potluck lunch at this meeting. 

Anyone who attends is invited to bring a dish to share.    

If you have any questions, please contact Toni Rafferty at 

708 478-6937.   

 Metal Recycling Drive—Next Weekend 

Just a reminder that our parish metal recycling drive is 

next weekend, August 19/20.  Please drop off your cans 

and other metal at the truck parked near the garages on 

Saturday from 4:30pm-6:15pm and on Sunday from 

7:30am-1pm. To date, we have earned $12,200 towards 

our Parish Life Center from our recycling program. Your 

participation in this easy program will help us to grow 

this amount! 

Please call Andy Deluca at 708-606-3755 to arrange for 

pick up if you have items that are too large, such as patio 

furniture or appliances.  

  Our Savers Drive is Two Weeks Away! 

Our Savers Donation Drive is scheduled for Saturday, 

August 26 from 8am-6:15pm. Please bring your 

unwanted but gently used clothing, household items 

(decorations, textiles, bedding, knick-knacks, etc.), and 

books to our drive. We would appreciate it you could bag 

or box all items. We cannot accept computers, 

televisions, bicycles, or furniture. St. Stephen parish gets 

paid by the pound for all the items we collect! 

 Men's Club Golf Outing 

The St. Stephen Men's Club is sponsoring a golf outing at 

Willow Run Golf Course on September 23. The shotgun 

start is at 9am. The cost is $65 for 18 holes of golf, a 

riding cart, and a hotdog and drink at the turn. After all 

the golf is done, there will be food in the clubhouse and 

prizes will be awarded. Please contact Jim Skupien to 

save a spot in the outing. You can contact him at 

jskupien@comcast.net 

5K Run/Walk - September 16, 2017 Registration  

Our 17th annual 5K will take place this year on Saturday, 

September 16 at 9am. You can register online at our 

parish website www.ststephentinley.com Click on the 

“Support” tab at the top of the page.  An online registration 

link will appear under the subsection Fundraising. The 

Men’s Club will also register participants after Masses the 

weekends of September 02/03 and September 09/10. 

Changes this year: Because profits realized from 

registration fees will be used to help fund our ministries to 

those in need—Catholic Charities Meals Program, PADS 

Ministry To The Homeless, St. Vincent de Paul Society, 

Teen Group Mission Trip, Tinley Park Food Pantry—the 

race name has been changed to St. Stephen 5K To Help 

Those In Need. Our course is now certified by USATF and 

we are again increasing the number of awards to top 

finishers this year and will also present a Certificate of 

Completion to all event finishers. Information about 

Business, Family, and Ministry Sponsorships can be found 

below. Profits realized from sponsorships will also be 

donated to charities named above and to our Parish Life 

Center building. 

 St. Stephen 2017/2018 Event Sponsor Packages 

Available for Businesses, Ministries, and Families  

Our annual fellowship and fundraising events have 

become community traditions, enriching all involved and 

benefitting the less fortunate. The money generated by 

these events will be shared within our church and our 

community To Help Those In Need including Catholic 

Charities Meals Program, PADS Ministry to the Homeless, 

St. Vincent de Paul, Teen Group Mission Trip, Tinley Park 

Food Pantry, etc. This year’s events include the following: 

5K Run/Walk To Help Those In Need on September 16, 

2017. (Note 5K name change - previously known as Run 

for the Cross); Family Spaghetti Dinner on November 03, 

2017.  Dates for St. Joseph Dinner, Comedy Night and 

Trivia Night to be announced. Business Sponsor cost for 

5K is $250 which includes your company name on 5K       

t-shirt, full page ad in 5K ad book and right to put item in 

5K participant goodie bags. Business sponsor cost for 

other events are $100 each which includes full page ad in 

event ad book.  If your business chooses to sponsor all five 

event, the package rate is discounted to $500. $100 

sponsorships are available for all five events to ministries 

and organizations within our church. This rate includes 

your ministry name on 5K t-shirt and full page ad in each 

event ad book. $50 family sponsorships are also available 

for all five events. This includes your family name on 5K   

t-shirt and family name listed in each event ad book. If you 

wish to purchase a business, ministry, or family 

sponsorship, please make your check payable to               

St. Stephen Men’s Club and mail to: St. Stephen Church, 

17500 S. 84th Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487. Attn: 

Deacon Chuck. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Chuck McFarland at 630.564.4468. 

http://comcast.net
http://www.ststephentinley.com


Parish Life Center Fundraising—Dine & Donate Event 

You must present this flyer when you order. Thank you for your support! 



Youth and Education 

 Nationally-recognized Blue Ribbon School of 
Excellence 

 Grounded in the Catholic faith 

 Weekly Masses   

 PK3 & PK4 (full & half day) | K (full day)-8th Grade 

 Before/After School Care 

 Cutting-edge technology including ChromeBooks,  
interactive whiteboards and iPads   • 1:1 devices 
(3rd-8th) 

 Differentiated Instruction/NWEA MAP Benchmarking  

 Inclusive Education Center/Special Ed Director 

 Career and College Ready Aspire Assessment Results 

 On average, 35% of CJB graduates have been 
recognized as Illinois State Scholars each year 

 Since 2007, 10 CJB Alumni have been named high 
school Valedictorian or Salutatorian 

 CJB's Class of 2017 graduates received more than 
$65,000 in scholarships for high school 

 Spanish, Fine Arts Program, and Physical Education 
(Pre-K- 8) 

 Library/Media Center for Student Broadcasts/Media 
Productions 

 6-Sport Athletic Program/IESA Chess and 
Cheerleading (7-time State Champions!) 

 STEM, Robotics and Technology Programs 

 Three-tiered Character Program 

 Parent-led Virtue Program 

 Full-time Nurse    

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School 
9250 W. 167th Street,  Orland Hills, Illinois 60487    

708-403-6525 

www.cjbschool.org 
Principal - Mary Iannucilli                

Enrollment Director - Cindy Labriola Devlin 
 

Online Registration for the 2017-18 school year can be 
accessed through our website at cjbschool.org 

Calling all singers! Registration 

is now open for any interested 

2nd through 8th graders interested 

in singing in the St. Stephen 

Youth Choir during the 

2017/2018 school year. The Youth Choir practices on 

Thursdays from 4:30pm—5:30pm starting Sept. 14th. 

Singers have the option this year of joining fall season, 

spring season, or all year. A calendar will be handed out at 

the first practice. The Youth Choir sings at Family Masses, 

certain grade level Masses, and at other church events 

throughout the year.   

To register, please go to www.ststephentinley.com  and 

click on the yellow web banner on the home page           

that says Youth Choir.  

If you have any questions, please contact Kim Sluis, Youth 

Choir Director at ksluis@cjbschool.com 

 New Altar Server Registration 

As the new school year approaches,  it’s a great time to 

consider having  your child become an altar server.                

St. Stephen welcomes children in fourth through eighth 

grade to be a part of the altar server ministry. To sign up 

and to receive more information about future altar server 

training, please complete our online registration form at: 

www.ststephentinley.com/altar-serving Or look under 

the “Serve” tab on our website and select altar serving.  

Questions? Please contact Deacon Ken at the parish office 

or send him an email at dcnken@ststephentinley.com 

 Calling All Preschool Children 

Growing with God online registration 

is now open for our 2017/2018 

Growing with God Preschool Sunday 

School. This program runs October 

through April twice a month during 

the whole 10am Mass. There are volunteer opportunities 

for adults and teens.  

Register online at www.ststephentinley.com Look 

under the “Education” tab, then select Growing with 

God or click on the GWG web banner. Our 2017/2018 

GWG calendar is also available online.  

If you have any questions, please contact Connie 

Lambke at connie@ststephentinley.com 



Youth and Education 
Religious Education Tuition Rates  

FEES ARE PER STUDENT After August 1st 

1 CHILD $300 

2 CHILDREN $500 

3 OR MORE CHILDREN $600 

FAMILY CATECHESIS same as above 

SPECIAL NEEDS CLASS $175 

2ND GRADE & R.C.I.C.  

SACRAMENT FEE $35 

8TH GRADE SACRAMENT FEE $50 

4TH GRADE BIBLE FEE* $8 

Catechists Still Needed 

Over 1500 children and young people, preschool through grade 8, will sign up this fall to learn more about Jesus and the 

Catholic faith. You can help them learn and grow by becoming a catechist for Faith Formation. With classes offered 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday afternoons and evenings you are almost sure to find a time that fits your schedule. As 

you nurture the faith of our young, you will learn and grow as well! As one long-time catechist put it, “The children have 

taught me as much as I have taught them!” We provide you with training, materials, and support. Classes begin 

September 11. If interested or for more information, please contact patti@ststephentinley.com  

 

Welcome 2017/2018 

Religious Education Students! 

Religious Education registration for the 2017/2018 school year is still open.  
 

Please remember to register your children. 

Registration information and forms can be found                                                                                                                   

on our website www.ststephentinley.com  under the “Education” tab.                   

Please stop in the RE office to register for grades 1–8.  

Our office hours are listed on the inside cover of the bulletin. 

Questions? Please contact the RE Office at 708-342-1544.  

Calendar Dates for Religious Education 

To view the complete school year calendars please go to the St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr website 

www.ststephentinley.com then click on “Education,” then on “RE Calendars”. 

Date Time/Location Event/Activity 

August 23  Mailing of Catechists & Aides assignments 

August 30  Mailing of Student assignments 

September 6  6pm—8pm 

 Ed. Wing & Church 

All Catechists & Aides Meeting   

 Joe Paprocki as Guest Speaker   

September 11, 

12, 13 

 4:15pm & 6pm 

 Church 

Classes begin 

 Grades 1-8 

September 18  6pm 

 Church 

Special Needs Classes begin  

mailto:patti@ststephentinley.com


Calendar 
Date Meeting/Event (Location) Time 

Sunday, August 13 Baby Nursing (#153) All Masses 

 Football Mania (Narthex) All Masses 

 Parish Registration (#125) 11:00am 

 Baptism (Church) 3:00-4:00pm 

 Our Lady of Fatima (Chapel) 7:00pm 

Monday, August 14 Ladies Social Club (#125/126) 10:00am—12:00pm 

 Our Lady of Fatima (Chapel) 7:00pm 

 Financial Planning  (#126) 7:30pm 

Tuesday, August 15 Feast of the Assumption—Holy Day of Obligation 
8:00am, 12 Noon, 6:30pm in      
English; 7:30PM in Polish 

 2nd and 8th grade catechist/aide meeting (LMR & 158/159) 6:30pm 

Wednesday, August 16 Our Lady of Fatima (Chapel) 7:00pm 

Thursday, August 17 Our Lady of Fatima (Chapel) 7:00pm 

 Parish Center Meeting (#126) 7:00pm 

 Praise Band (Church) 7:00pm-9:00pm 

Friday, August 18 Scripture Study (#126) 8:45am-10:00am 

 Our Lady of Fatima (Chapel) 7:00pm 

Saturday, August 19 Our Lady of Fatima (Chapel) 7:00pm 

Saturday, August 19/                            
Sunday, August 20 

Baby Nursing (#153), Football Mania (Narthex), Ladies Social Club Basket 
Raffles (Narthex), Metal Recycling Drive (Parish Grounds) 

All Masses 

Sunday, August 20 Polka Mass 
Parish Picnic 

11:30am 
12:30pm—4:30pm 

 Ministry    Sat 5 PM Sun 7 AM Sun 8:30 AM Sun 10 AM Sun 11:30 AM Sun 1:00 PM Sun. 6:15 PM 

Priest Fr. Jay Fr. Greg Fr. Mike Fr. Mike Fr. Jay/Fr. Greg  — NONE — Fr. Jay 

Deacon Dcn. Bill S. Dcn. Chuck Dcn. Joe Dcn. Pete Dcn. Lucasz There is  Dcn. Bob 

Greeters Mary Berger  Jim O’Donnell Chris Losey Judy Kluchins No Polish  

  Mary Tafoya  Tom Mitus Mark Losey Jackie Szymanski Mass at   

  Joan Beck  Mike Tyrell Dorothy Meyrick Theresa Buckley 1 PM on   

  Jean Coughlin  Eileen Tyrell Bob Meyrick Terri Buckley Sun. 8/20  

  Counters 8/20—Team 4 8/27—Team 1 

Greeter/Counters Schedule—August 19 & 20 

Congratulations to the following winners for the week of 

August 7, 2017: 

 
 

$100 Winner—Bawolek Family #158 

$25 Winner—Joe Piccolo #373 

 

Our next special drawing will be on the day of the Parish 

Picnic. We will be drawing one lucky number for a $500 

prize! Good luck to everyone!  

Parish 500 Club 

Change of address or phone number? 

If you are a registered parishioner, please let the parish know if 

you have a change in your address, telephone number, or email 

address. Just fill out the form below and drop it in a collection 

basket. By providing this information, you help the parish to 

keep our records accurate for the purpose of mailings, email 

communications, etc. and in return, our costs down for postage, 

etc. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

 

Please check all that apply: 

New phone           New Address       New email Or: 

  Please remove our name from the parish register, we will be      

moving.  

Name:  

Address:  

  

Phone:  

This is a   Home Phone    Mobile Phone (Check one.) 

Email:  

Greeters—please remember to email Deacon Joe your email 
address. We will be using a web-based scheduling system in 
the fall. Deacon Joe’s email is: dcnjoe@ststephentinley.com 



For those who are sick and in need of healing 

from our Divine Healer: 

For the active duty military from our parish 

who serve our nation: 

For those who have passed, may perpetual light 

shine upon them: 

L/Cpl Benjamin Brasher Lt. Dan Kniaz  

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Tsgt. Laura Langley 

Major Vincent Cesaro Ssgt. Carl Langley 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Sgt. Joseph Malone 

PV2 Joseph Clavio Capt. Christopher  Mazurek  

Lt. Amanda Griffith PFC Matthew O'Boyle 

Sgt. Evan Grober LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Capt. Michael Gryczka Major Thomas Walsh 

Prayers of the Faithful 

Prayer requests: Parishioners’ names will be read at 
Mass for four weeks and listed in the bulletin for 60 
days. Immediate family members are asked to call 
after four weeks if you wish to still have the name 
read at Mass. Names of non-parishioners who are 
immediate family members of our parishioners will 
be read at Mass for two weeks and listed in the 
bulletin for two weeks.  
To be added to our prayer list, please contact  
Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn at the Parish Office. 
Parishioners who are hospitalized and in need of 
Pastoral Care should contact the Parish Office and/or 
Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn.  

Mass Intentions 

8/13 Sunday   

7:00am Intention of Fred & Kathy Schafer’s  
50th Anniversary 

The Family 

8:30am Francesca Campione Michele Campione 

 Thomas Rogan The Family 

 10:00am Mike Joyce, Sr.  The Joyce Family 

 Doug Joyce The Joyce Family 

11:30am James Finno, Sr.  The Family 

 Paul Porucznik The Richter Family 

1:00pm Za Dusze w Czysćcu Cierpiące  

  Carl Cislak Wife 

6:15pm John Burke Bridget Boyle 

 Joe Onak Marlene Zimmerman 

8/14 Monday  

8:00am Luz Jimenez The Deanching Family 

  Julia Wegner Ted Wegner 

8/15 Tuesday   

8:00am Michael O’Connell Noreen Galvin 

  Don Daley Bern Daley & Family 

 Janice Kent Senior Altar Servers 

8/16 Wednesday     

8:00am Purgatorial Society  

  Henry W. Michalski Dolores Michalski 

8/17 Thursday    

8:00am Lawrence & Lilyan Frawley The Henzl Family 

  Frank Wojtkowski, Sr.  Carol Fornek 

8/18 Friday   

8:00am Kevin Beukema The Family 

  Edward Quinlan Sharon Quinlan 

8/19 Saturday   

8:00am Bill Sheerin Sue Gildea 

  Julia Wegner Ted Wegner 

5:00pm Maury Kane The Family 

  Steve and Joe Yanko The Family 

  Ron & Gerry Dylkiewicz The Family 

 Walter Kaminski Janet Kaminski 

 Intention for Ed & Karen Markel Sharon and Keith Grill  

 Intention for Anthony and Angela Chobot—50th Anniversary 

8/20 Sunday  

7:00am T. J. Daley Mike and Mary Moran 

8:30am Phyllis Kabat The Family 

  Hugh Twomey Celia Twomey 

10:00am Mary Lestarczyk Mom and Dad 

 Francesca Campione Michela Campione 

11:30am Mary Beth Vasquez Gilda Caceres 

  Fred Earl J. Czochara 

 Stanislawa Orawiec The Family 

6:15pm Joe Onak Dcn. Pete & Jan Van Merkestyn 

 Mary Beechy Barbara Black 

Martin Bennet Rex Knapp 

Kathie Brosius Frank McFarland 

Joanne Chess Helen Michalik 

Karen Cole Lindy & Mary Michelon 

Matt Creen Sarah Mittler 

Avery D’Bow Dave Newquist 

Ken Dellorto Deacon Pablo Perez 

Pat Dickman Marek Rudzki 

Bill Dunlap Nicole Siedschlag 

Kate Engler Rachel  Swallow 

Caleb Fasano Ritchie Swiedruch 

Bill Galvin Donna Watzke 

Larry Hersh Kelly  Weiss 

And for all for whom our parish is asked to pray. 

Cynthia Santillan, Janice Stirn, and  

Waladyslaw  Zwolinski 

For those who are preparing for the Sacrament 

of Holy Matrimony: 

Banns I: George Hattar & Zubaida Ihmeid 



Ways to Support the Ministry of St. Stephen Parish 
 

 GiveCentral.org—Through GiveCentral.org, parishioners can make automatic donations at the time and frequency they 

chose. Donating through GiveCentral is a way to simplify your giving and is environmental friendly. Signing up only 

takes a few minutes. Go to our parish website www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Donate Now button at the 

bottom of the page. Donations through GiveCentral are processed via your credit card or bank card and at the frequency 

you choose.   

 Electronic Donations—St. Stephen accepts electronic donations through Byline Bank. To begin this method of donating, 

you will need to complete and sign the authorization form and attached a voided check, and bring the items to the Parish 

Office. The authorization form is located on our website under Support/Sunday Giving. 

 Envelopes—Registered parishioners can also choose to receive weekly envelopes. Envelope packets are mailed out every 

other month.  

 Wills and Trusts—Please consider remembering St. Stephen Parish through your will or trust. Details area available on 

our website.  

Bulletin Submissions 

If your parish group or ministry would like to submit a bulletin article, please send your submissions to the following email 

address: bulletin@ststephentinley.com Our deadline for submissions is the Wednesday, 11 days prior to the bulletin’s 

publication date. Please include a contact name, email address, and phone number when making a submission. For questions 

about the bulletin, please contact Communications Coordinator, Stacy Zampillo at the parish office at 708-342-2400.  


