
Parish Mission   

St. Stephen is a Catholic community of faith striving to witness to the Gospel.  Our 

Baptism and Confirmation call us to bring Christ’s Love to our families, our work 

places, and our community. Grateful for God’s gifts, we seek to nurture those gifts and 

to give back to the Lord by sharing our time, talent, and material treasure. In all of 

our parish activities we seek to develop a personal relationship with the Lord who 

directs our lives and a vision that sees the world with the eyes of Christ and that leads to 

a commitment to justice. We seek a sense of unity in Christ that leads us to be an open 

and welcoming people and a sense of joy in being graced by the gifts of God’s love. 

St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr 

We are a Stewardship Parish 

Mass of Anticipation 

5pm Saturday  

Sunday Masses 

English:  

7am, 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am, and 

6:15pm 

Polish: 

1pm 

Daily Mass 

8am Monday through Saturday 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   

Bilingual 

Saturdays from 8:45am—9:30am 

and by appointment 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays & Fridays 8:30am—3:30pm  

Thursdays 8:30am—6:30pm 

Benediction & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Rosary 

7:30pm - 2nd and last Tuesday of the 

month 

Informacje Dotyczące 

Duszpasterstwa w Parafii Św. 

Szczepana  

W ciągu całego roku Msza Św. w 

niedziele w języku polskim jest o godz. 

1pm   

Pierwszy piątek miesiąca: Spowiedź 

od       

6:30-7:30pm   

Msza o 7:30pm   

Pierwsza sobota miesiąca: od 

godz.          

7:00-9:30pm    

Spowiedź w każdą sobotę od godz.  

8:45-9:30am  



 

For those in need: 

 Counseling services are available through the Holbrook Counseling Center 

of Catholic Charities. To get help, call 312-655-7725 or visit the website at 

catholiccharities.net 

 For crisis counseling and veteran concerns, please contact Deacon Pete 

Van Merkestyn. Appointments will be taken on Wednesdays at 10am, 11am, 

and 12pm. Please call the parish office or email Deacon Pete at 

dcnpete@ststephentinley.com to arrange for an appointment.                                   

 For parishioners struggling and in need of assistance, please contact                    

the St. Vincent de Paul Ministry through the parish office. 

 For those seeking help through a twelve-step program, St. Stephen offers 

English and Polish support groups. Please contact the parish office for more 

information.  

 For information about Domestic Violence awareness, services, and 

prevention, please contact Deacon Bill Schultz at the parish office. 

New parishioners are invited to register: 

 After the 10am Mass on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month.  

 By appointment on Mondays at 2pm, Tuesdays at 11am, Wednesdays at 

8:30am or Thursdays at 6:45pm. Please contact the parish office.  

Anointing of the Sick—Please contact the parish office if you or a loved one 

needs this holy sacrament. 

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday at 3pm in English and 1pm in Polish. 

Please contact Deacon Ken in the parish office for the necessary preparations. 

New parishioners are required to register. A baptism preparation class is 

required if it is your first child baptized at St. Stephen. 

Communion for the sick, elderly, handicapped, or homebound parishioners can 

be arranged by calling Barbara Black at 708-466-9962. 

Funerals can be arranged through the contact  the parish office.   

Marriages—St. Stephen Parish welcomes the celebration of the weddings of 

both registered parishioners and the children of registered parishioners. 

Information is available from one of the priests or deacons. 
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FATHER TOM’S TIDBITS 
Dear Friends,  

 This Sunday we continue to read from John’s Gospel. Our Lectionary omits John’s report of Jesus’ 

walking on water. This event is reported much less dramatically in John’s Gospel than in the Synoptic 

Gospels. After the feeding of the multitudes, the disciples leave in a boat and Jesus follows them. The 

disciples are said to be terrified by what they see. Jesus reassures them and rejoins them. In today’s Gospel, 

we learn that the crowd has noticed the departure of Jesus and His disciples and so seeks them out in 

Capernaum. In the dialogue that follows between Jesus and the crowds, Jesus unfolds for us the gift of Himself that He gives 

in the Eucharist. 

 In today’s Gospel, there are four exchanges between Jesus and the crowd. In the first, the crowd, having followed 

Jesus to Capernaum, asks a very matter of fact question: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” Jesus replies by naming their 

motivation in pursuing Him. They have been fed. Jesus acknowledges this, yet challenges them to see beyond the fulfillment 

of their material needs. The crowds have followed Jesus because they have been fed. They ought to be seeking out Jesus 

because He can give them eternal life. 

 As the second dialogue begins, it seems that the crowd might be on their way to accepting Jesus and His mission. 

They ask: “What can we do to accomplish the works of God?” Jesus replies that they must have faith in the One sent from 

God. But in the third dialogue, the crowd reveals their inability to see Jesus’ true identity. They ask Jesus for a sign so that 

they might know that Jesus is from God. How strange this sounds since Jesus has just fed more than 5000 people. What more 

is expected? 

 But the crowd cannot see beyond the surface of the sign. They show this in their interpretation of the sign that came 

from Moses. In their description, they identify Jesus with Moses, as if to say, as Moses gave the people manna in the desert, 

give us a sign so that we will know that you are from God. They are looking to identify a prophet without realizing that God is 

standing before them. Jesus corrects their misinterpretation, saying that the manna received by their ancestors came from God. 

As God fulfilled their ancestors’ needs in the desert, so God has provided them with food for eternal life. In the bread that they 

have received from Jesus, they have received physical nourishment and also spiritual nourishment. Jesus wants the crowd to 

see beyond the surface to the One who provides true nourishment. 

 The conclusion of the dialogue reveals the crowd’s blindness. They ask for what Jesus has just told them they have 

found: “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus answers plainly that He himself is the Bread of Life they seek. Jesus himself is 

the Bread of Life who will satisfy every hunger and thirst. This is the first of several such statements found in John’s Gospel. 

We understand these better when we remember that God revealed His name to the people of Israel as “I am,” as Yahweh. 

Jesus is now claiming this name for Himself. In the weeks ahead, we will see the offense that this gives to the people. 

 This past Wednesday, August 1st, marked my one month anniversary as your pastor. The time has passed quickly. So 

much to learn, so much to discover. I have spent the last month trying to better understand all that goes on here at Saint  

Stephen’s. I have also been observing all the wonderful things that are going on here and I have been asking lots of questions, 

in a effort to try and better understand how and why things are done in the way they are.  

 For the past several weeks many of our parishioners have shared with me what they love about Saint Stephen’s and 

all the ministries and programs that are offered here. They have also provided me with a vast array of suggestions as to how to 

make our parish better. I want to thank everyone for what they have shared with me.  

 As we look to the future, I want to be able to reach out to all of our parishioners to get a sense of where we are as a 

parish today and also begin to do some brainstorming and planning as we look to the future. Parishes, to remain alive, need to 

constantly be looking at what is going on around them. Vibrant parishes need, from time to time, to do some self-refection and 

discernment, to see if they are truly responding to those who make up the parish community today. There may be some things 

we need to continue, and there may be things we need to improve on, and there may be some things we may want or need to 

change.  

 To help the parish staff and me, better minister to and provide for the needs of our parishioners, I would like to hear 

from you, our parishioners. To help me gather the rich wisdom and insights of our parishioners, I would like to invite everyone 

to a parish “Town Hall Meeting” to be held on Tuesday, August 14th, at 7PM, in our new parish life center. It is my hope that 

many of our parishioners will attend this meeting to share your thoughts with me. Once this information is collected, I hope to 

have a better sense of direction, as we move forward as a parish.  So I am asking that you please join me on Tuesday, August 

14th for our “Town Hall Meeting.” 

 Just a reminder that “Back to School” is just around the corner. We are still accepting registrations for our religious 

education program, which starts the week of September 10th. For more information, or to register your child/children, please 

contact the religious education office. 

 We are also in need of catechists and aides for our religious education program. We provide training and materials 

that you would need for your class. If you would be willing to help us as a catechist or aide, please contact the religious 

education office as well. We need you!                                                         Have a Great Week! 



From Our Associate Pastor 

Przemienienie Pańskie 

Ewangelia odczytywana w Święto Przemienienia Pańskiego prowadzi nas wraz z 

Chrystusem, Piotrem, Jakubem i Janem na górę Tabor. Tam Chrystus przemienił się 

wobec swoich Apostołów. Jego twarz zajaśniała jak słońce, a szaty stały się olśniewająco 

białe. Apostołowie byli zachwyceni, choć poznali jedynie niewielki odblask wiecznej 

chwały Ojca, w której po swoim zmartwychwstaniu zasiadł Jezus. To wydarzenie 

pozostało tajemnicą dla pozostałych uczniów - dowiedzieli się o nim dopiero po 

wniebowstąpieniu Jezusa. 

Zdarzenie to Ewangeliści musieli uważać za bardzo ważne, skoro jego szczegółowy opis 

umieścili wszyscy synoptycy: św. Mateusz (Mt 17, 1-9), św. Marek (Mk 9, 1-8) i św. 

Łukasz (Łk 9, 28-36). Również św. Piotr Apostoł przekazał opis tego wydarzenia (2 P 1, 16-18). Miało ono miejsce po 

sześciu dniach - czy też "jakoby w osiem dni" - po uroczystym wyznaniu św. Piotra w okolicach Cezarei Filipowej (Mt 

16, 13-20; Mk 8, 27-30; Łk 9, 18-21). 

Św. Cyryl Jerozolimski (+ 387) jako pierwszy wyraził pogląd, że górą Przemienienia Chrystusa była góra Tabor. Za nim 

zdanie to powtarza św. Hieronim (+ ok. 420) i cała tradycja. Faktycznie, góra Tabor uważana była w starożytności za 

świętą. 

Termin "Przemienienie Pańskie" nie jest adekwatny do greckiego słowa metemorfothe (por. Mk 9, 2), które ma o wiele 

głębsze znaczenie. Termin grecki oznacza dokładnie "zmienić formę zewnętrzną (morfe), kształt; przejść z jednej formy 

zewnętrznej do drugiej". Chrystus okazał się tym, kim jest w swojej naturze i istocie - Synem Bożym. Przemienienie 

pozwoliło Apostołom zrozumieć, jak mizerne i niepełne są ich wyobrażenia o Bogu. Chrystus przemienił się na oczach 

Apostołów, aby w dniach próby ich wiara w Niego nie zachwiała się. Ewangelista wspomina, że Eliasz i Mojżesz 

rozmawiali z Chrystusem o Jego męce. Zapewne przypomnieli uczniom Chrystusa wszystkie proroctwa, które 

zapowiadały Mesjasza jako Odkupiciela rodzaju ludzkiego.  

Uroczystość Przemienienia Pańskiego na Wschodzie spotykamy już w VI wieku. Była ona największym świętem w 

ciągu lata. Na Zachodzie jako święto obowiązujące dla całego Kościoła wprowadził ją papież Kalikst III z 

podziękowaniem Panu Bogu za zwycięstwo oręża chrześcijańskiego pod Belgradem w dniu 6 sierpnia 1456 r. Wojskami 

dowodził wódz węgierski Jan Hunyadi, a całą obronę i bitwę przygotował św. Jan Kapistran. Jednak lokalnie 

obchodzono to święto na Zachodzie już w VII wieku. W Polsce święto znane jest od XI wieku. 

Dzisiejsze święto przypomina, że Jezus może w każdej chwili odmienić nasz los. Ma ono jednak jeszcze jeden, radosny, 

eschatologiczny aspekt: przyjdzie czas, że Pan odmieni nas wszystkich; nawet nasze ciała w tajemnicy 

zmartwychwstania uczyni uczestnikami swojej chwały. Dlatego dzisiejszy obchód jest dniem wielkiej radości i nadziei, 

że nasze przebywanie na ziemi nie będzie ostateczne, że przyjdzie po nim nieprzemijająca chwała. 

Przemienienie to jednak nie tylko pamiątka dokonanego faktu. To nie tylko nadzieja także naszego zmartwychwstania i 

przemiany. To równocześnie nakaz zostawiony przez Chrystusa, to zadanie wytyczone Jego wyznawcom. Warunkiem 

naszego eschatologicznego przemienienia jest stała przemiana duchowa, wewnętrzne, uparte naśladowanie Chrystusa. 

Ta przemiana w zarodku musi mieć podstawę na ziemi, by do swej pełni mogła dojść w wieczności. W drodze ku 

wieczności uczeń Jezusa musi być Mu wierny: myślą, słowem i chrześcijańskim czynem.  

 

Zaproszenie 

Serdecznie zapraszamy wszystkich 

Parafian na Parish Town Hall 

Meeting, który odbędzie się dnia 

14 sierpnia bieżącego roku o 

godzinie 7pm w Centrum 

Parafialnym (Parish Center). 

Fr. Tom Bernas -Pastor 

Fr. Mirek Kulesa 

Piknik parafialny 

Z wielką radością informujemy, że tradycyjny  Piknik Parafialny 

odbędzie się w tym roku w niedzielę 26. sierpnia 2018 czyli w dniu, 

w którym oddajemy cześć Matce Bożej Częstochowskiej. 

Serdecznie zapraszamy na Mszę Świętą celebrowaną w języku 

polskim oraz angielskim o godzinie 11:30 am (w tym dniu nie 

będzie mszy o godzinie 1 pm) a następnie do wspólnej zabawy przy 

polskiej muzyce i nie tylko polskim jadle.  



Sharing Our Treasure 

Thank you for your continued Stewardship in support of 

St. Stephen. Please remember that our monthly mortgage 

payment to the Archdiocese of $41,500 is paid from our 

monthly collections.  
 

Please consider making electronic donations through 

Byline Bank or through GiveCentral.org                   

More information on how to make electronic donations is 

available at the back of the bulletin or on our website 

www.ststephentinley.com  

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

2017-2018  June 2018 

Fiscal  

Year to Date 

Actual $120,597 $1,508,588 

Budget $117,500 $1,500,500 

Surplus/(Shortfall) $3,097 $8,088 

Spiritual Life 

Collections 7/22/18 

Regular Sunday $18,885.00 

Sharing $449.00 

Total $19,334.00 

The Holy Family flowers were donated  

in honor of the wedding anniversary  

of M/M W. Stabrawa 

for the week of August 5, 2018.        

The following couple recently received the 

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. Our St. Stephen 

parish community congratulations them on their 

vocation of Catholic marriage and wishes them a lifetime 

of joy and happiness.  

 

August 5, 2018—18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Each day the people are to go out and gather their daily 

portion; thus will I test them, to see whether they follow 

my instructions or not.” (EXODUS 16:4) 

When the Israelites gathered more than their daily portion 

of manna, the surplus became wormy and rotten. In the 

same way today, self-reliance, pride and ego leads to 

hoarding and excessive surplus of goods and money. 

Living a stewardship lifestyle helps us discern our 

“wants” from our “needs”. Living a generous lifestyle 

reminds us that God will provide all that we need and that 

we have plenty to share. 

The Sanctuary Candle  

burns in memory of Robert Haynes 

for the week of August 5, 2018. 

Sponsored by his family. 

Daniel and Katarzyna Jagoda 



 Blessing of  High School Students—Next Weekend at All Masses 

High School Students—please join us at one of the Masses the weekend of August 11/12 for a special blessing as you 

begin a new school year. Whether you are just starting as a freshman or are looking forward to your senior year—or any 

year in between—our parish would like to pray for you and with you as the new school year begins. Please wear your 

high school shirts—we’d love to see which schools all our St. Stephen high school students attend. Kyle Groves, our 

Youth Minister, will be in the narthex before and after Masses. Please stop by to share your contact information with the 

parish or to learn more about Youth Ministry.  

Scripture Study—Resumes August 10 

Scripture Study will resume on August 10. We look forward to again seeing our Scripture study friends, and hope to see 

some new faces as well. We will resume our study of the Gospel of Matthew, and we will soon begin our study of the 

First Book of Kings from the Old Testament. Kings is a book of “history” with a message. It recounts the kings over 

Israel and Judah over four hundred years. So please join us as we study and explore Scripture. We meet on Friday 

mornings in Room 126 from 8:45  AM until 10 AM. You can join Scripture Study any time. We are a very welcoming 

group, we learn from each other and from our facilitator, and have meaningful, interesting and at times fun discussions. 

This class is for you whether you are new to Scripture or not. If you would like more information please contact, Tom 

Mitus, O.F.S., at 708-479-6980, or e-mail: tomsfo@comcast.net  

Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary—Wednesday, August 15  

Wednesday, August 15 is the Feast of the Assumption, a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be held at 8AM, 12 Noon, 

and 6:30 PM in English. Mass in Polish will be held at 7:30 PM. 

St. Jude Solemn Novena—August 27, August 28, and August 29 

Please join us for a solemn novena to St. Jude Thaddeus on August 27, 28, and 29. Includes rosary and St. Jude 

devotions as well as veneration of arm relic of St. Jude. Mass will be held at 7pm on Monday, August 27 and Tuesday, 

August 28. Mass with the St. Jude oil blessing will be at 7pm on Wednesday, August 29. Presented by the Ministries of 

the Dominican Shrine of St. Jude. www.The-Shrine.org 

 RCIA—Starts in September 

St. Stephen, St. Elizabeth Seton, and St. George Parishes will be sponsoring a combined RCIA (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) Program for this coming year. This program is aimed at adults who are interested in converting to 

the Catholic Church, as well as baptized individuals who have not received the sacraments of First Holy Communion 

and Confirmation. We are running a combined three-parish sacramental preparation program as part of our ongoing 

development of parish cooperation in the archdiocese’s “Renew My Church” program. St. Stephen already partners with 

St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis of Assisi, and St. Julie Parishes in our regional Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic 

School. We also partner with St. Elizabeth Seton Parish in a combined Youth/Young Adult Ministry Program and in 

developing a joint parish response to the issue of domestic violence. 

The 2018 – 2019 RCIA Program will begin in September and end before Easter. All sessions will run on Thursday 

nights from 7:00-8:30pm. Various sessions in the program focus on the sacraments, morality, catechetical teachings of 

our church, etc. The sessions will be taught by priests, deacons, and lay ministers of the three parishes. 

We encourage our parishioners to spread the word about the program to friends, family members, and neighbors. We ask 

that anyone interested in the program, or anyone who may have questions about the program, to please contact Barbara 

Black by phone at 708.342.1544 ext. 145 or by email at barbara@ststephentinley.com  

 Altar Server Sign Ups 

Please see the article under Youth and Education.  

Spiritual Life 

mailto:Barbara@ststephentinley.com


Spiritual Life/Youth and Education 

 

Growing with God  

Sunday Preschool Program 

2018-2019  

Registration Now Open 

WHO CAN ENROLL?   

Ages 3, 4, and 5/6 (Kindergarten) based on the child's age on October 1, 2018.   

WHEN IS THE PROGRAM OFFERED?  

During the entire 10 a.m. Mass, twice a month from October to April, typically the first and the third 

Sunday of the month. 

WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE PLANNED? 

Children will color, do a craft, sing, and have a snack all while learning the meaning of the 

Gospel. They hear God's messages at their level while their parents and older siblings attend Mass. 

ARE THERE SPECIAL EVENTS?    

The children sing a song at Mass during Advent, perform an Easter Program, and have a Graduation 

ceremony. 

HOW DO I SIGN MY CHILD(REN) UP?   

Registration is available online. Go to www.ststephentinley.com  and click on the Education Tab, then 

choose Growing with God. Use the link provided to pay the $30 tuition and complete the online 

registration form.   

 

Volunteer Information 

Adults who enjoy working with small children and willing to be Virtus 

Trained.   

All materials and lesson plans are provided for you. Consider the rewards as 

you help shape our youngest parishioners in their faith journey. 

 

Questions?  

Interested in volunteering? 

Please contact Connie Lambke, Program Coordinator. 

Email: connie@ststephentinley.com   

 

http://www.ststephentinley.com


Youth and Education 

 

Pass It Forward! 

Over 1400 children and young people, preschool 

through grade 8, will sign up this fall to learn more 

about Jesus and the Catholic faith. You can help them 

learn and grow by becoming a catechist for Faith 

Formation. With classes offered Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday afternoons and evenings you are almost sure 

to find a time that fits your schedule. As you nurture the 

faith of our young, you will learn and grow as well! As 

one long-time catechist put it, “The children have taught 

me as much as I have taught them!” We provide you 

with training, materials, and support. Classes begin 

September 10. If interested or for more information, 

contact patti@ststephentinley.com  

 

2018-2019 Registration for Religious Education Classes  

  

Student Registrations are still being accepted for Religious Education. Families with children in grades          

1-8 may register by coming to the Religious Education Office between the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:00 PM 

Monday–Thursday and Friday from 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM, or by going online to the parish website 

www.ststephentinley.com for the Registration forms for 2018-2019. Completed registration forms may be 

dropped off in the mailbox on the wall outside the Religious Education office in the evenings and on weekends 

when the office is closed.  Registration for all class sessions will be on a first come, first serve basis. 

  

 

For additional information, please check us out on the website under the Religious Education tab at the top of 

the home page at www.ststephentinley.com  Please utilize the website to check for current information 

regarding Religious Education. 

 

Student Tuition Chart    Beginning August 1st 

1 CHILD      $310 

2 CHILDREN      $520 

3 OR MORE CHILDREN    $620 

FAMILY CATECHESIS*    same as above 

SPECIAL NEEDS CLASS    $170 

2ND GRADE & R.C.I.C. SACRAMENT FEE   $35 

8TH GRADE SACRAMENT FEE   $50 

New Altar Server Registration  

As the new school year approaches, it’s a great time to 

consider having your child become an altar server. St. 

Stephen welcomes children in fourth through eighth 

grade to be a part of the altar server ministry.  

To sign up and to receive more information about future 

altar server training: 

 Please complete our online registration form at: 

www.ststephentinley.com/altar-serving  

 Or look under the “Serve” tab on our website and 

select altar serving.  

Questions? Please contact Deacon Ken at the parish 

office or send him an email at 

dcnken@ststephentinley.com 

http://www.ststephentinley.com
http://www.ststephentinley.com/altar-serving
mailto:dcnken@ststephentinley.com


 

Human Concerns 

 

Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment (HOPE) Ministry 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, August 7, 2018 at 7:00 PM 

Place:  St. Elizabeth Seton (O’Mara) Church Hall,  9300 W. 167th St., Orland Hills 

Topic:  The Fundamentals of Networking Guest Speaker: Timothy Scott a Chief Financial Officer with expertise in Finance 

and IT. He will share his personal experiences in networking. 

The HOPE Employment Support Ministry is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers and employers, are free 

of charge. Our monthly meetings address resume review, interview skills, networking, guest speakers and open forums. 

Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your staffing needs to Fred Zeilner at 
fred.zeilner16@gmail.com and they will be distributed to those who attend our monthly meetings. Volunteer Opportunity: If 

you have expertise in the areas of HR/Recruitment, Staffing, Resumes, LinkedIn or as a hiring manager, please consider 

joining our team as a volunteer. Enjoy the satisfaction of providing your expertise in order to prepare job seekers for success. 

Contact Arnie Skibinski at skibins@comcast.net 

 

 

The Creation Care Team will have its next meeting on 

Monday, Aug. 13, 7-8:30pm, in the Gubbins Center (NE 

corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave.). All are invited. 

8/5 Weekly Stewardship Recommendation: 

Consider zero-waste options for picnics, BBQ and 

camping meals. Reusable items add a touch of class, 

sensibility and significantly reduces waste. Use 

lightweight reusable plates, utensils, bowls, cups and 

cloth napkins. Wipe off food when finished and use a 

washable cloth bag to hold used dinnerware for 

dishwashing later. Reserve a bag for recyclables. If you 

must go disposable, use paper not plastic. Ditch the 

straws. Use a large thermos for drinks. Take other 

beverages in metal or glass containers and recycle. 

Skipping bottled water saves money and the 

environment. 

“Living our vocation  

to be protectors of  

God’s handiwork is  

essential to a life  

of virtue.” 

— Pope Francis 

 

 

Taking action to protect God’s great gift to us 

 — Mother Earth 

Thank you to all our St. Stephen parishioners who 

supported the Christmas in July Food Drive on the 

weekend of July 28/29. In addition to all the bags of food, 

we also collected $600 in gift cards to grocery stores. 

Your generous donations will help to feed the hungry in 

our area. God Bless You! 

mailto:fred.zeilner16@gmail.com
mailto:skibins@comcast.net


 

Parish Life 

St. Stephen Parish is hosting 

its annual picnic on Sunday, 

August 26th. To make this 

event a success, we could 

use the help of our parish 

teens. You can sign up 

online on SignUpGenius by going to 

www.ststephentinley.com/volunteer. Earn your service 

hours while having fun! We need adults to sign up and 

assist as well to make this a success, please sign up! If you 

sign up to help, please honor your commitment. If your 

plans change, please be so kind as to remove your name 

from the list so that someone else can take the spot and 

earn his/her service hours. 

SERVICE HOURS NOTICE:  

 If you're volunteering for a St. Stephen Religious 

Education Service Project, you do not need to bring a 

form. Parents & Guardians sign those forms and turn 

them into the office. 

 If you're volunteering for NJHS service hours or 

another organization, please bring your form for Kyle 

Groves, our youth minister to fill out. 

Questions? Please contact Kyle Groves by email at 

kyle@ststephentinley.com or by phone at 708-342-2400 

x149 

Human Concerns 

Urgent Request  - Help Needed 

The Southwest Regional Office of Catholic Charities 

is reaching out for parish support. There are people in 

need who reside at Broadway Estates, a mobile home 

park at 2800 W. Broadway in Blue Island. There are 

approximately 100 mobile homes in the park with over 

80 children.  Most residents have multiple children and 

can use a helping hand as they prepare to get kids back 

to school. Many of the children will receive backpacks 

from local organizations; however, there is a need for 

basic necessities, such as boys and girls socks or 

underwear for children in grade school (sizes 

approximately 4 to 16) and junior high or high school 

(adult sizes S, M, L). In addition, toiletries such as 

shampoo, conditioner, combs, brushes, hair accessories, 

deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and needed.  

Responding to this immediate need, the Southwest 

Office of Catholic Charities plans to set up a mobile 

outreach at Broadway Estates on Wednesday, August 

15. They will have program people available for the 

residents to speak with about resources that can be 

available to them. At this mobile outreach event, 

Catholic Charities will provide the children with some of 

the items they need to help get their school year off to a 

good start. They are asking for parishes for help in 

securing these items.   

St. Stephen Parish will run a drive for these basic 

necessities at our parish on Saturday, August 11 and 

Sunday, August 12 at all the Masses. Boxes will be 

available in the Narthex. Please note—this is NOT a 

school supply (paper, crayons, etc) drive. Thank you in 

advance for your consideration and generosity. 

Thursday Dinners 

Catholic Charities is sponsoring Thursday suppers for 

those in need at area parishes in the south and southwest 

suburbs. The supper locations are as follows: 

Mondays—St. Anne’s Parish in Hazel Crest from 

6pm—7pm; Tuesdays—St. Christopher Parish in 

Midlothian from 6pm—7pm; Wednesday at St. Blase 

Parish in Summit from 6pm—7pm; and Second 

Thursday of the month at St. Stephen Deacon and 

Martyr in Tinley Park from 5:30pm-7pm. The next event 

at St. Stephen will be held on August 09. For more 

information, please call 708-430-0428. Those interested 

in volunteering at the St. Stephen suppers, please contact 

the parish office.  

 

St. Stephen Sox/Cubs Baseball Outing 

Sox vs. Cubs. Friday, September 21st. 3 PM game time.  

Open to all members of St. Stephen along with their 

family and friends. Ticket sales will end when all tickets 

are sold or 30 days before game. Crosstown Series @ 

Guaranteed Rate Field. Upper Deck Section 538, Rows 

5—10. Cost $70 per seat with bus; $45 per seat without 

bus. Bus will leave St. Stephen at 1:30PM. Ticket sales 

will close Monday 8/20. Transportation this year will be a 

coach bus, not a school bus! 

To order tickets, please make checks payable to St. 

Stephen Men’s Club. Send with your name, cell phone 

number, and email address to Deacon Chuck, c/o                 

St. Stephen Church, 17500 South 84th Avenue, Tinley 

Park, IL 60487. Include note advising how many tickets 

you are ordering and whether you will take the bus to the 

game.  

Questions? Please contact Deacon Chuck at 708-620-

8436 (home) or at 630-564-4468 (cell). 

 



Parish Life St. Stephen Movie Night—August 29 @ 7PM 

We have rented Marcus Theaters in Orland Park on 

Wednesday, August 29, at 7 PM, for a private showing of 

the movie Beautifully Broken. The true story of a 

refugee’s escape, a prisoner’s promise and a daughter’s 

painful secret converge in this inspiring story of hope as 

three fathers fight to save their families. Their lives 

become intertwined in a journey around the globe where 

they learn the healing power of forgiveness and 

reconciliation. 

The cost is $10 per person. If you wish to attend, please 

send your check payable to St. Stephen Men's Club to: 

Deacon Chuck McFarland 

c/o St. Stephen Church  

17500 S. 84th Avenue  

Tinley Park IL 60487 

Please include note with your name, email address, phone 

number and number of tickets desired. 

Deacon Chuck  

St. Stephen Youth Choir Registration Open 

Calling all singers! Registration is now open for any 

interested 2nd through 8th graders interested in singing in 

the St. Stephen Youth Choir during the 2018/2019 school 

year. Our Youth Choir practices on Thursdays from 

4:30pm—5:30pm and practice is anticipated to start 

September 13. Singers have the option this year of joining 

fall season, spring season, or all year. A calendar will be 

handed out at the first practice. The Youth Choir sings at 

Family Masses, certain grade level Masses, and at other 

church events throughout the year. To register, go to 

www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Youth Choir 

Web Banner found on the home page. Or find                    

the online registration form at this link:                                        

http://www.ststephentinley.com/youth-choir               

Please contact Kim Sluis, Youth Choir Director at 

ksluis@cjbschool.com with questions. We look forward 

to singing with you! 

Save the Dates: 

September 27—The Knights of Columbus in conjunction 

with Heartland will be hosting a blood drive at St. 

Stephen on this date at St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr. 

Donor appointments will start at 2:30 PM with the last 

appointment taken at 7:30 PM. Watch future bulletins for 

more details. 

October 6—Fr. Tom Bernas’ Installation as the new 

pastor of St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr will be held on 

Saturday, October 6 at the 5 PM Mass. Bishop Wypych 

will be celebrating Mass with us.  

October 20—Polka Mass and Oktoberfest 

Mark your calendars. More details to come! 

Tootsie Roll Bank Sales—August 11/12 

It is that time of the year again for the ever so 

popular Tootsie Roll Bank Sale. The Knights 

of Columbus Father C.C. Boyle Council 4698 will be at 

St. Stephen Church entrances before and after all Masses 

on August 11/12. The banks are filled with Chocolate 

Tootsie Rolls or Fruit Flavored Tootsie Rolls and are $2 

each. The proceeds from the Bank Sales go to the parish 

special needs religious education group. Thank you in 

advance for your continued generosity. 

Praise Band—August 12 and August 19 

Our Praise Band will lead us in music at the 11:30 AM 

Masses on August 12 and August 19. Join us! 

Parish Town Hall Meeting—Tuesday, August 14 

Please join us Tuesday, August 14 at 7 PM in the Parish 

Life Center for a Parish Town Hall.  

Football Mania is Back! Sales Kick off August 18/19 

The members of the St. Stephen Men's Club will be 

selling Football Mania tickets after Masses over the 

weekends of August 18/19, August 25/26, and September 

1/2. The cost per ticket is $20. Purchase 5 tickets and 

receive a regulation size football! Look for the Men's 

Club Members wearing their St. Stephen Men's Club red 

shirts! 

All proceeds from the sales will go toward the Parish Life 

Center. For additional information, contact Paul Michael 

Yedwofski at paulmichaely@comcast.net 

Recycling Drive—August 18/19 

Just a friendly reminder that our next parish metal 

recycling drive will be the weekend of August 18/19.       

If you are having summer parties, picnics, and 

barbeques—save your cans for us! Proceeds benefit the 

Parish Life Center. 

Parish Picnic—August 26 

We are happy to announce that our Annual Parish Picnic 

will take place this year on Sunday, August 26, 2018, the 

day on which we honor Our Lady of Częstochowa. We 

cordially invite you to a bi-lingual Mass which will be 

celebrated at 11:30 AM on this date. (Please note there 

will be no 1 PM Mass on this day.) Our Annual Parish 

Picnic will follow the Mass and will include Polish and 

American food as well as music and activities for kids.

http://www.ststephentinley.com
http://www.ststephentinley.com/youth-choir
mailto:ksluis@cjbschool.com
mailto:paulmichaely@comcast.net


Congratulations to following winners of the Parish 500 

Club Raffle for the week of July 16, 2018 

$100 Winner—#295 Kevin Bugos 

$25 Winner—#256 Dorothy Power 

Parishioners’ names will be read at Mass for four weeks 

and listed in the bulletin for 60 days. Immediate family 

members are asked to call after four 

weeks if you wish to still have the name 

read at Mass. Names of non-parishioners 

who are immediate family members of 

our parishioners will be read at Mass for 

two weeks and listed in the bulletin for 

two weeks.  

To be added to our prayer list, please contact Deacon Pete 

Van Merkestyn at the Parish Office. 

Parishioners who are hospitalized and in need of Pastoral 

Care should contact the Parish Office and/or Deacon Pete                        

Van Merkestyn.  

Parish 500 Club Prayer Requests 

Meetings/Events 

Weekend August 11/12 

 
Saturday                

5 PM 

Sunday         

7 AM 

Sunday              

8:30 AM 

Sunday            

10AM 

Sunday          

11:30 AM 

Sunday 

6:30PM 

Greeters Mary Tafoya  Tom Mitus Pauline Cotrano B.J. Witry  

 Mary Berger  Jim O’Donnell Anna Williams Lynn Packert  

 Julie Lacerna  Mike Tyrrell Barb Ridge Judy Kluchins  

 Jean Coughlin  Eileen Tyrrell Bob ridge Natalie Sims  

Greeter Schedule 

Sunday, August 5 

 Baby Nursing #153 

 Narthex—SVDP Food Collection 

 3:00pm—Baptism (Church) 

Monday, August 6 

 7:00pm—Parish Worship Team (#125) 

 Tuesday, August 7 

7:30pm—St. Vincent de Paul Society (#126) 

Wednesday, August 8 

 Men’s Club Fundraiser Gatto’s Restaurant 

 11:00am—Moms and Tots #156 

 7:00pm—RE Board Meeting #153 

 7:00pm—Picnic (#154) 

 7:30pm—Men’s Club 125/126 

Thursday, August 9 

 8:45am—Arts & Environment (167/179) 

 5:30pm—Catholic Charities Meals Program (PLC) 

 7:00pm—Praise Band (Church) 

Friday, August 10 

 8:45am—Scripture Study (#126) 

Saturday, August 11 

 Baby Nursing (#153) 

 Narthex—Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive; 

Movie Ticket Sales; Catholic Charities Collection 

Sunday, August 12 

 Baby Nursing (#153) 

 Narthex—Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive; 

Movie Ticket Sales; Catholic Charities Collection 

 Praise Band Church 

 11:00am—Parish Registration 

 3:00pm—Baptism 

 

 



Prayers of the Faithful 

Time Intention Requested by: 

Monday, August 6 

8:00am Matt and Monie Kreten Grill Family 

 Mary Jane Bourgeois Virginia McFadden 

Tuesday, August 7 

8:00am Pedro Norella Deanching Family 

 Phyllis Schullo Carol Fornek 

Wednesday, August 8 

8:00am John Moran Tom Healy 

 Gus M. Graziano Family 

Thursday, August 9 

8:00am Charles Grande Family 

 Thomas J. Henaghan, Jr. Erin Henaghan 

Friday, August 10 

8:00am Purgatorial Society  

 Frank and Anastasia Plecki Anna Plecki 

 Ray Ciscon Paddy and Bob Burns 

Saturday, August 11 

8:00am Eileen Opferman M/M Rychetsky 

 Ethel Moone Carol Fornek 

5:00pm Mike Prokop Mother 

 Ed Rydzewski Ellen Noonan 

 Walter Hildebrandt Emily Johnson 

 Jay Yedwofski Yedwofski Family 

 Walter Hildebrandt Friend 

Sunday, August 12 

7:00am For the Parish  

 Walter Hildebrandt Karen Opyd 

8:30am Deceased Members of the 
Knights of Columbus 

Fr. C.C. Boyle Knights of          
Columbus 4698 

 Leo Werr Bob and Nancy Belling 

10:00am Felix & Mary Rydzewski Family 

 Thomas Rogan Family 

11:30am Joseph Paskauskas Family 

 Tammy Burns Staff of St. Stephen 

1:00pm Za Dusze w Czysćcu Cierpiące         

6:15pm Giovanna Pumo Daughter 

 Maria Luz Rivera Children 

Lily Acosta Larry Hersh 

Marilyn Alvarado Kevin Kelsey 

Colette Bragg Dorothy Kuzelka 

Kathie Brosius Howard Kuzelka 

Richard Bryar Rex Knapp 

Peggy Castro Dave Newquist 

Patricia Cavoto Tim O’Connell 

Joanne Chess Dan Opyd 

Karen Cole Deacon Pablo Perez 

Guy Conlin Joe and Joan Ricciuti 

Matt Creen Joe Schulte 

Ken Dellorto Natalie Sims 

Patrick Dickman Leonard Staniszewski 

Bridget Dougal Rachel  Swallow 

Bill Dunlap Jerry Watzke 

Bill Galvin Kelly  Weiss 

Sharon Grill Stella Wiedenski 

 Ally Zanzig 

And for those for whom our parish                     

is asked to pray. 

Please pray for those who are sick and in 

need of healing from our Divine Healer: 

L/Cpl Benjamin Brasher Lt. Dan Kniaz  

Capt. Anthony J. Cesaro Tsgt. Laura Langley 

Major Vincent Cesaro Ssgt. Carl Langley 

Capt. Michael Chimienti Sgt. Joseph Malone 

PV2 Joseph Clavio Capt. Christopher  Mazurek  

LCMR Amanda Griffith Sgt. Matthew O'Boyle 

Jacob Elliott USN  LCDR Marilyn Walsh 

Sgt. Evan Grober Major Thomas Walsh 

Capt. Michael Gryczka  

Please pray for the active duty military 

from our parish who serve our nation: 

Joan Balis Thomas Kent 

Ann Johannes Ann Sanfilippo 



Ways to Support the Ministry of St. Stephen Parish 

 GiveCentral—Through www.GiveCentral.org parishioners can make automatic donations at the time and frequency 

they chose. Donating through GiveCentral is a way to simplify your giving and is environmental friendly. Signing up only 

takes a few minutes. Go to our parish website www.ststephentinley.com and click on the Donate Now button at the 

bottom of the page. Donations through GiveCentral are processed via your credit card or bank card and at the frequency 

you choose.   

 Electronic Donations—St. Stephen accepts electronic donations through Byline Bank. To begin this method of donating, 

you will need to complete and sign the authorization form and attached a voided check, and bring the items to the Parish 

Office. The authorization form is located on our website under Support/Sunday Giving. 

 Envelopes—Registered parishioners can also choose to receive weekly envelopes. Envelope packets are mailed out every 

other month.  

 Wills and Trusts—Please consider remembering St. Stephen Parish through your will or trust. Details area available on 

our website.  

Bulletin Submissions 

If your parish group or ministry would like to submit a bulletin article, please send your submissions to the following email 

address: bulletin@ststephentinley.com Our deadline for submissions is the Wednesday, 11 days prior to the bulletin’s 

publication date. Please include a contact name, email address, and phone number when making a submission.  


