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Dear Friends. 

 …..In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. This was the first 
enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from 
Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of 
David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  While they were there, the time came for her to have her 
child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. …. 

  

 This short Scripture Passage, from the Gospel of Luke, sets the backdrop of the beginnings of the 
story of the Birth of Jesus Christ. Caesar Augustus issued a decree and set the whole world moving. What 
power there is in a word. Caesar speaks and everyone’s life is thrown into frenzy. With the issuance of one 
decree, the normalness and structure of their lives were changed without notice. Everyone was expected to 
stop what they were doing in the day-to-day routines of their lives, and suddenly make plans  for  something 
that was out of the ordinary and something that many of them had not experienced before.  

 Although the Scripture passages give us a brief snippet of what was going on we can only image how 
the issuance of the decree impacted and changes their lives. They were being forced to return to their 
ancestral homes; secure the provisions they would need for the journey; be caught up in the chaos and 
confusion of what was going on around them; leaving their jobs and homes behind;  facing the challenges of 
finding food and lodging when they reached their destinations; and much more. And all of this set into motion 
by a Roman Leader, who they had never seen or met and had no interaction with him. 

 We know, from the scripture passages of the Christmas Story, that the issuance of the decree from 
Caesar Augustus impacted the lives of Mary and Joseph and their soon to be born Child as well. The day-to-
day routine of their lives changed in an instant. The life they were living and the plans they had made for the 
birth of their child, were tumultuously overturned as they began their journey to Bethlehem. The plans that 
they made changed in the blink of an eye.  

 But that didn’t dissuade them from forging forward and doing that they needed to do to make the 
situation work. Had things unfolded differently it would have probably been easier for them, but they did what 
was necessary to fulfill what was asked of them. What they were experiencing had to be trying, frightening, 
challenging and probably very difficult for them. But they forged forward and addressed the situation as best 
they could. And as the narrative continues we see that in the end, while not perfect, everything worked out 
and amidst everything that was going on in the world around them, the greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ was 
born into the world.  The Birth of Jesus Christ brought joy, peace and the gift of salvation to the world, even 
in the midst of all that was going on in the world.  



  

 While it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas everywhere you go! And as the light from the Advent 
Wreath grows ever brighter, we know that we are quickly approaching that most Holy Night, when we 
celebrate and remember what happened on that Silent Night, when our Lord, became man and was born 
Away in a Manger in that Little Town of Bethlehem. We know that this Christmas will be radically different 
than any most of us have ever experienced. The pandemic has turned our world upside down. A Christmas 
filled with family gatherings and the sharing of many Christmas traditions will not be a possibility this year due 
to the Covd-19 Pandemic. The pandemic has forced us to change how we celebrate Christmas. Instead of 
parties and large family gatherings, we are asked to stay at home and celebrate with those of our immediate 
household. Instead of malls filled with shoppers, many are not going out to shop, instead, are doing their 
shopping online. The pandemic has even impacted how we can gather as a parish family to celebrate this 
most special event. Instead of church and parish center filled with people, we can only allow a limited number 
of people in the building and welcome others from their homes virtually. Instead of watching our children 
reenact the Christmas Story or listening to our wonderful choirs leading us in beloved Christmas Carols, we 
will now gather in simplicity for the safety of all. Something that is so different.  Something that is so unlike 
our past experiences.  

 But we are not without hope. In the midst of all the fear, anxiety, sickness, death, we do find hope in 
our God, who took the form of a baby born in a stable in Bethlehem, amidst all that was going on in the lives 
of the people at that time. It was a time of uncertainty, uneasiness, confusion, all due to Caesar August.  

 And it was in the midst of this challenging period of time that the Son of God was born into the world 
in a simple manger in Bethlehem. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, quietly entered the world and by His coming 
would begin to set into motion a new reality. His coming as a child, born in a stable, was not what was 
expected for the coming of the Messiah. And yet that simple event changed the face of the earth then and 
today.  

 As we gather to celebrate this radically different Christmas Season this year, devoid of many of our 
traditional Christmas practices and activities we would have shared in, we can use that time of stillness and 
quiet, to really reflect on what Christmas is all about. As  we experience Christmas this year, without huge 
holiday parties, massive gift giving, large family gatherings, churches full of worshipers, and choirs singing 
the traditional carols, maybe we can find today the same sense of peace and calmness the Christ Child 
brought to a world  that was filled with anxiety, loneliness, confusion and fear, that He brought into the world 
some two thousand years ago.  

 This Christmas, we will gather once again as the Faith Community of St. Stephen Parish, to celebrate 
this most joyous event in salvation history. Because of the pandemic we will come together in many different 
ways to gather around the table and share the Eucharist. This year, if we have the required number of 
volunteers, we will be offering limited in person Mass opportunities for those who would like to attend 
Christmas Mass in person. We will also be offering a Christmas Mass online. Because of the uncertainty 
surrounding any possible changes in the regulations and directives from the Archdiocese and/or the State of 
Illinois, information and updates about our Christmas Mass times will be posted on our website.  

 We invite you to come home to your parish and share your holidays with us, either in person or 
virtually online. We want you to know that you are always most welcome here at St. Stephen’s and we are 
looking forward to you joining us in celebrating this most holy time of the year. If for some reason you may 
have been away from our parish family, please know that we miss you and hope you will join us this 
Christmas Season.  

 In remembrance of our receiving the greatest gift of all in Jesus Christ, Christmas is traditionally a 
time of gift giving. One of our most important sources of funding for our many ministries and programs comes 
from the generosity of our parishioners and friends, like yourself, at Christmastime. We are asking you to 
please remember your parish with a special Christmas gift this year.  The contributions of parishioners at 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses constitute a sizable portion of our annual budget to fund vital 
ministries and areas of operation for our parish. 
 
 Therefore, I humbly ask you to prayerfully consider making a special Christmas gift to ensure that our 
parish ministries and operations can continue into the new year.  If you are unable to make a financial gift, I 
ask that you continue to pray for our  Saint Stephen Parish Family. 



 Our church income is primarily dependent on donations received from parishioners and those 
attending Mass. Due to Covid-19, Easter and public Masses were cancelled for eight weeks and now 
attendance remains limited and optional. As a result, collections have seen a decline to almost 25% of our 
collections at this time last year, which is what most parishes in the diocese are seeing.   

 I am grateful for all of our parishioners who have continued to support our parish, to the best of their 
ability, during the pandemic. Many of you have been mailing in your donations, using our online donation 
program or having your donations electronically debited from your savings or checking accounts. We have 
been able to survive these past nine months as a result of your support. Thank you! 

 Donations can be mailed to the parish or you can drop it off at the parish office. (Please call first to 
make sure someone is here.) You can also make your donation online at givecentral.org or you can call the 
parish office to set up direct payment from your checking or saving account. Any assistance you can give us 
is greatly needed and appreciated.  

 I also invite you to give of your time to the extent you are able. We need additional volunteers to assist 
with Masses, given the necessity to register, we need help to usher and clean the building, thus ensuring 
everyone’s safety. To volunteer, please contact the parish office at 708-342-2400. 

 I thank you for doing whatever you are able to do for our St. Stephen’s Parish during this time. With 
God’s help and together with one another, I know that we can get through this difficult time and emerge 
stronger, closer and more loving than ever! We are St. Stephen STRONG! 

 I want to take this opportunity to wish you and your loved ones a very Blessed and Merry Christmas 
and a Joyful, Healthy, Prosperous New Year. May the Christ Child , born in a manger in Bethlehem, continue 
to shower you with His choicest blessings  today, tomorrow and throughout the new year. As we come to the 
close of another year, we want to thank you for all that you do for our parish throughout the year. Your 
sharing of your time, talents and treasure is vital to our ministry here at St. Stephen’s  and is much 
appreciated. It is because of You and others like you, who support our parish through your generosity, that 
we are able to provide the many ministries, programs and activities, which touch the lives of so many people. 

           

        May God Bless You! 

        Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

                 Rev. Thomas Bernas, Pastor    Rev. James Finno, Pastor Emeritus 

  Deacon Robert Conlin, Deacon William Engler, Deacon Peter Van Merkestyn 

Lawrence Manetti, Director of Faith Formation and the Parish Staff. 
  



 
  BLESSING OF A  
NATIVITY SCENE 

 God of every nation and 
people, from the very beginning of 
creation, you have made manifest 
your love. When our need for a 
Savior was great, you sent your 

Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives He brings 
joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love. 
 Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may 
it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise up 
our thoughts to Him, who is God-with-us and Savior of 
all, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

CHRISTMAS TREE BLESSING  
 Holy Creator of Trees, bless with 
your abundant grace this, our Christmas 
tree, as a symbol of joy. May its evergreen 
branches be a sign of your never-fading 
promises. May its colorful lights and 
ornaments call us to decorate with love our 
home and our world. 
 May the gifts that surround this tree be symbols 
of the gifts we have received from the Tree of Christ’s 
Cross. Holy Christmas tree within our home, may Joy and 
Peace come and nest in your branches and in our hearts. 
Amen. 

  
CHRISTMAS  

DINNER PRAYER 
 God of all gifts, we thank 
You for the many ways You have 
blessed us this day. We are grateful 
for each of those who are gathered 

around this table. We ask You to bless us and our food 
and to bless those we love who are not with us today. In 
our gratitude and love, we remember your humble birth 
into our lives and pray for those who are without enough 
to eat. We remember the stable in which you were born 
and pray for those who have no place to live. We 
remember your challenging message of caring and giving 
and we pray for peace in families and nations throughout 
the world. We bless You and give You thanks in Your 
Spirit who brings our hearts to life this Christmas Day 
and forever. Amen. 
  

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM  
AROUND THE WORLD 

 Feliz Navidad (Spanish) - Wesolych 
Swiat (Polish) - Maligayang Pasko (Talgalog) -  
Vesele Vianoce (Slovakian) - Fröhlichi 
Wiehnacht (German) - Veseloho Vam Rizdva (Ukranian) - 
Joyeux Noël (French) - Prettige Kerstdagen (Netherlands) - 
Laimingu Kaledu (Lithuanian)  - Natale hilare et Annum 
Faustum! (Latin) - Merii Kurisumasu (Japanese) - Nollaig 
Shona Dhuit (Ireland) - Sretan Bozic (Croation) - Kala 
Christougenna (Greek) - Boldog Karácsonyt (Hungarian) - 
Glaedelig Jul (Denmark) - Sung Tan Chuk Ha (Korean) - 
Kung His Hsin Nien bing Chu Shen Tan - (Chinese). 

 

  
  
  

SAINT STEPHEN, DEACON & MARTYR 
TENTATIVE 

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR’S 
MASS SCHEDULE  

  
Christmas Eve  
December 24th 

  
3PM Christmas Mass 

(Limited Number of Participants Allowed) 
 

5PM Christmas Mass 
(Limited Number of Participants Allowed) 

  
10PM Christmas Mass  

(Limited Number of Participants Allowed) 
  

12AM  - Midnight Mass -  Polish 
(Limited Number of Participants Allowed) 

  
Christmas Day  
December 25th 

  

Christmas Masses  
9AM & 11AM 
1PM - Polish 

(Limited Number of Participants Allowed) 
  

Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
January 1, 2021 

  

New Year’s Eve  
December 31st   4PM 

(Limited Number of Participants Allowed) 
  

New Year’s Day - January 1st   
9AM - 11AM   
1PM - Polish 

(Limited Number of Participants Allowed) 
  
               
  

  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 In order to be in compliance 
with the directives issued by the 
State of Illinois and the Archdiocese 
of Chicago, we are in need of 

volunteers to help us with the required tasks which 
allow for the reopening of our church.   
 These tasks are put into place to help keep 
those who attend our Masses as safe as possible. 
The tasks include, checking people in; taking 
temperatures; seating people; sanitizing hands and 
wiping down surfaces.  
 You can do this at the Mass you attend. If 
you can help us, please contact the parish office at 
708-342-2400. 



 T’WAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
HEAVEN’S VERSION 

 
'Twas the night before Christmas,  
when all through Heaven‘s house, 

All the angels were stirring,  
the Savior’s birth to announce! 

The Heavenly Hosts were getting ready to sing, 
In the hope that their anthem would let True Freedom 

ring. 
* 

The shepherds were keeping their sheep late that night, 
While the Provision from Heaven hung just out of sight. 

Mary was weary from traveling all day, 
While Joseph was searching for a place they could stay. 

* 
A decree from Caesar made travel a must, 

Mary’s feet were now cold, tired, and covered with dust. 
Yet, in her heart she quietly remembered,  

That the Angel of the Lord said, “She was highly favored!” 
* 

All Joseph could find was a room in a barn, 
But at least for the night, Mary’s feet would be warm. 

The time of her delivery would be here soon, 
As the light of the day, gave way to the moon. 

* 
The Son of the Highest He shall be called, 

A Horn of Salvation given for all. 
He will sit on the throne of His father David, 
And one day all men will sing His praises. 

* 
The Mighty God and Everlasting Father, 

Whose Government alone will rest on His shoulder. 
A Wonderful Counselor, and the Prince of Peace, 
Whose Government over time will only increase. 

* 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon Him; 
He is anointed to heal all who are broken. 
He will set at liberty them that are bruised, 

Mistreated and jailed, and by power, abused. 
* 

The promised Messiah from a time long ago, 
Was now ready to be given to the world down below. 

The promise of His Kingdom reigning on Earth, 
To govern our hearts, and to show men their worth. 

* 
The shepherds were resting; the sheep were silent that 

night, 
When the Angel appeared, and caused them great fright. 
“Fear not,” said the Angel, “I bring tidings of great joy, 

Which will be for all people, so all may rejoice!” 
* 

Your Savior has been born in the City of David, 
Which is Christ the Lord, who has come to save us. 

He will make the dark places lighted within,  
Take away all guilt and do away with all sin. 

* 
“Peace on Earth!” The Angel said, “All is well with 

mankind! 
For the Father has sent His Gift right on time. 

SANTA'S CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER 
On Christmas Eve I heard a sound  

I'd never heard before.  
A voice was softly speaking  
And I wanted to hear more.  

So very quietly I arose  
From the bed where I was laying.  

I tiptoed to the living room  
Where I heard Santa praying.    
"Dear Jesus, It's your birthday  

And I just want to say,  
Thanks for letting me be a part  

Of your very special day."  
"I always have believed in you  

I know that you are real.  
But there are some who don't believe  

And how sad that makes me feel."  
"Some houses have no Bible  
They have no manger scene.  

Some people speak of Christmas  
But forget what it really means."  
"I pray someday they all will know  
What Your love's worth, and then  
I know that they will understand  

The importance of your birth.  
Amen!"  

  
I always knew Santa brought toys  
Like my truck and my sister's doll  

But on this night I understood  
Why Santa is the jolliest of all.  
It is because he helps to spread  
Good will and Christmas cheer.  
And he helps Jesus celebrate  

His birthday every year.  
Then I quietly returned to my room  

And snuggled back in my bed.  
Knowing I'd always remember  

The words that Santa had said.  



WHAT IS “RENEW MY CHURCH?” 
 To address the challenges of our time, we are called by Jesus to rebuild. Renew My 
Church is a vision and strategic plan guiding our response to this call for renewal. This spiritual 
revitalization will reclaim what is most central and sacred to our faith and breathe new life into 
our methods of sharing the Gospel. In this way, we can provide people a Church and a home 
for their faith that is marked by more faithful discipleship, a loving community, and an inspired 
source for witness. so that those for whom we pray are brought home to a Church that is 
marked by greater discipleship, loving community, and inspiring witness. 

 Renew My Church is a proactive, strategic effort to ensure the sustainable growth of our Church for the 
future. Renew My Church is meant to ensure that all parishes are vibrant, vital and life giving and have the 
resources they need to carry out the mission of the Church.   
 Renew My Church includes a set of initiatives designed to both introduce people who have no 
familiarity with the Christian faith into a life-changing encounter with Jesus Christ, as well as deepen and 
strengthen the discipleship of existing Catholics so that they are able to evangelize the world through an 
inspiring witness in their communities. 
 Initiatives range from pastoral leadership programs and vocation discernment to faith-in-action efforts, 
such as anti-violence, immigrant support, and respect life programs. The most significant investment is in 
parish vitality through our parish grouping process - the goal of which is to create a culture of evangelization 
and improve the vital ministries within each parish community by restructuring and redirecting necessary 
resources. 
 Renew My Church is first and foremost a journey of spiritual renewal. Jesus is asking all of us - in light 
of our Baptism and Confirmation - to work with the Holy Spirit in new and creative ways to:   
 Make Disciples - Jesus Christ is calling each of us to invite others to a true encounter and lifelong 
relationship with Him as His disciples in His Church. This call flows from our Baptism and Confirmation. Our 
evangelization efforts will require us to identify new, outward-reaching ways to bring the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to the world given significant societal shifts over the past decades.  
 This imperative requires us to focus on:  
  Evangelization & Formation -   Evangelizing others by inviting them to believe in Jesus Christ as 
new Catholics and, at the same time, allowing ourselves to be evangelized anew and so be deepened and 
formed in our own faith.  
  Vocations - Fostering vocations by actively helping people recognize and respond to the calling 
of Jesus Christ to the vocation which God gives them, whether that is to the priesthood, consecrated life, the 
sacrament of marriage, or the dedicated single life. We accompany each other in the Church to deepen our 
lives in Christ and to live out our faith in the world  
 Building Communities - We must ensure that our parishes, church structures, and schools have 
adequate resources to foster their vitality. That means sufficient finances and physical facilities, as well as 
capable leadership. Our renewal efforts must focus on new ways to create vibrant parish life  
 This imperative requires us to focus on:  
  Leadership Development and Support - Providing lifelong training and development for priests, 
as well as providing ongoing professional development for staff and lay leaders to be good stewards of our 
parishes.  
  Parish Vitality - Helping our parishes achieve strong mission vitality by ensuring adequate 
resourcing, carrying out a deliberate planning and discernment process that addresses needs of the 
community, supporting their pastoral initiatives through sharing best practices, and helping support sustainable 
operations.  
  School Vitality - Ensuring our Catholic schools achieve strong school mission vitality by focusing 
on their Catholic identity, as well as engaging today’s youth, enhancing the academic offerings, and promoting 
the ongoing development of school leaders.  
 Inspire Witness - The Holy Spirit is urging all of us to to be witnesses to the mercy of God and our 
redemption in Jesus Christ. We must come together in solidarity and bring the light and hope of Christ to a 
world in need in the way we reach out to those on the margins in our own families and in our local communities  
 This imperative requires us to focus on:  
   Faith In Action - Putting our faith in action by helping those in need and building solidarity and 
peace among all. 
  Society Engagement - Increasing engagement with the broader society in order foster justice 
and peace and so to bring Jesus Christ to the world.  



 

Dear Parishioners, 

 As you know, Renew My Church (RMC) is the 
strategic initiative of the Archdiocese of Chicago to 
revitalize parishes in Cook and Lake Counties. Every 
parish in the Archdiocese is part of a “grouping”: a 
cluster of parishes that plans how this renewal will look 
in its particular community. There are roughly 100 
groupings throughout the Archdiocese and groupings 
have been activated since 2016.   

 “Activation” is the commencement of the 
process whereby a committee consisting of priests and 
parishioners from each parish, along with 
Archdiocesan personnel, discern possible structural, 
operational and ministerial changes for the grouping.  

 Our grouping consists of the following parishes: Saint Elizabeth Seton, Orland Hills, St. Francis 
of Assisi, Orland Park, St. George, Tinley Park, St. Julie Billiart, Tinley Park, St. Michael, Orland Park, 
Our Lady of the Woods, Orland Park, and our parish St. Stephen. 

  The Archdiocese has informed us that our grouping will be activated in January 2021 with the 
goal of implementing the new reality by July 1, 2021. We were originally scheduled to be activated in 
either late 2022 or early 2023. The adjusted timeline for us and for all remaining groupings is intended 
to accomplish both the need to address financial challenges posed by the pandemic and to move 
parishes forward to the phase of spiritual renewal more quickly than previously scheduled.  

 This letter is the first of many communications that I will be sharing with you.  I want to inform 
you of the process and be transparent to you about what will be involved. I have just recently received, 
the information about our activation, and I will be sure to communicate to you more details about 
timelines and strategies as we receive them.  

 This is an exciting time for the Catholic Church in the Tinley-Orland communities. I am confident 
that with our parish and other local church communities working and praying together, Christ will be 
present and alive in the hearts of believers and that our Church will be strong for the future.  

 Please know of my gratitude for your dedication to the faith, along with our prayers for you during 
this difficult time in our world. 

 

 

 
Renew My Church Prayer  

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,  
as you spoke to holy men and women   

who have gone before us.  
In every age and in our own me,  

you call to us and say: Renew My Church.  
Pour out the gi  of your Holy Spirit upon us,  

and so enable us  to hear you clearly  
    to listen to each other a en vely  

    to imagine our future boldly  
    to discern your direc on wisely  

    to persevere in your holy will courageously  
    to stay together in charity  

    to surrender our own plans readily  
    to embrace the greater good  

    to hand on your gi s to future genera ons.  
May we remain in the holy company of  

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles  
and all the saints.  

May their example and presence  
inspire us with pa ent confidence  

in the work of your grace.  
We ask this of you who live and reign  

with the Father  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, forever and ever. Amen  



MERRY CHRISTMAS AND  
A BLESSED NEW YEAR 

 The Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
Catholic School Administration, Faculty, 
and Staff extend prayers of peace and 
wishes of joy to our fellow parishioners 
this Christmas!  May each day of the 
New Year bring blessings that renew 
your spirit.  

     Ms. Kelly Bourell, Principal, and the CJB Staff. 
  

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED 
 In observance of the Christmas 
Holyday, our parish and religious education 
offices will be closed from Thursday, 
December 24th through Monday December 
28th. 

  
AREYOU RECEIVING IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION AND UPDATES 
FROM OUR PARISH? 
ARE YOU RECEIVING  

OUR EMAILS? 
 If you answered no, then you 

are not on our email list; we may have a wrong email 
address for you; or your computer may be blocking emails 
from us. 
 Each week we send emails with important parish 
and community information. We want to stay connected 
with you, our parishioners.  
 If you are not receiving emails from us please 
contact the parish office or email Fr. Tom at 
frtom@ststephentinley.com. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 Every Mass is a wonderful gift of 
God to us. It is the center of the Church’s 
life, “the source and summit of the 
Christian life”. In the celebration of the 
Mass, we are brought back to Jesus’ Last 
Supper, the first Mass celebrated. At each Mass, all the 
intentions of all God’s people, both living and dead, are 
included.  
 Anyone may request a Mass intention for several 
reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions of 
another person such as, for a speedy recovery, 
anniversary, or birthday. To have a Mass offered on the 
occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special need is 
appropriate, beneficial and appreciated.  Really, there is no 
greater gift that we can give. 
  It is most common to offer a Mass for the repose 
of the soul of someone who has died. Mass intentions can 
also be made for a special intention appropriate to the 
celebration of the Eucharist.  
 Daily and Sunday Mass intentions are available.  If 
you would like to remember a loved one in this way, 
please stop by or call the rectory for more information. 

 

 We invite you to join our parish Youtube 
Channel.  There you can find our online Masses and 
other parish Video presentations.  
 To join our youtube channel, go to the Youtube 
website and enter St Stephen Tinley Park, IL. Or you 
can put this address,UCcIRQIWbUpsiooPYdsTyomQ 
in your search engine and it will take you there.  
 Once you get to the site click on St Stephen 
Tinley Park, Il and then click subscribe. Then you will be 
able to see all our online Masses and videos.  
 

  YEAR END TAX 
STATEMENTS AND ANNUAL 

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT 
 As we did last year, we 
will be mailing tax statements to 
all of our registered parishioners 
in late January. You do not have to request one.  
 Because of the limited number of people 
allowed at Mass due to the pandemic, and because  we 
cannot pass out anything at church, we will be including 
in the mailing a copy of the 2019-2020 Parish Financial 
Statement with the tax statements in late January.   

  
CONSIDER MAKING A  

YEAR-END GIFT TO OUR PARISH 
        As the end of the year approaches, 
we begin to reflect upon the many 
blessings bestowed upon us in 2020. The 

end of the year also provides a great opportunity to 
thank God for these blessings by making a special year-
end gift to your parish. The benefits of income tax 
deductions, capital gains savings and other financial 
perks are significant advantages that provide an 
incentive to gift at the year’s-end. A gift can also help 
support your parish  for years to come. 
 There are many different ways of contributing a 
gift. However, two of the easiest and most direct 
methods to gift are donations of cash and appreciated 
stock or other investments. You can also make other 
financially advantageous gifts, such as real estate, life 
insurance, charitable remainder trusts, gift annuities, 
will/trust bequests and IRA/retirement accounts. 
 For more information on how you can help 
make a difference by contributing a year-end gift to 
your parish, please contact your financial advisor or the 
parish office. 
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DAN’S HANDYMAN SERVICE, INC.
No Job Too Small - Senior Discount

Electrical - Plumbing - Carpentry 

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

DAN FLYNN 708.873.0716

McMahon Painting
& Decorating

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

Exterior Interior
• Cedar Siding • Wallpaper Removal
• Caulking • Drywall Repair
• Power Washing • Faux Finishing

FOR FREE ESTIMATE, CALL BRIAN MCMAHON
(708) 478-3419
References Available

Parishioner Discount

WOLNIAK
Funeral Directors

Since 1922

773-767-4500
wolniakfuneralhome.com

Mowimy Po Polsku
Se Habla Español

Suburban Chapels 
Available

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean it 
for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit 

one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. 

The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 

in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 

sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice prior to 
reservation. Expires 9/30/20

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
* Does not include cost of material.

Offer expires 9/30/20

x

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact
J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and
create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with
a company specifically because they are advertising in the
church bulletin.

GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church
bulletin the entire week as reference. 

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com
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Fresh Meats Deli Bakery Grocery
Products from Ireland

www.WinstonsMarket.net
7961 W. 159th St.   708.633.7500

Casual Dining
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

7959 W. 159th St.       708.633.7600

COLONIAL CHAPEL
Funeral Home & Crematory

15525 S. 73rd Ave.
Orland Park

708-532-5400
www.colonialchapel.com
“Serving Your Parish and the Community for Over 40 Years”

• Family Owned and Operated
• Private On-Site Crematory

Open 7 Days  6 am - 4 pm
20594 S. LaGrange Rd.

815.469.7530
lumespancakehouse.com 

APPLIANCE
REPAIR

Servicing All Major Appliances
Dave Petkunas
708.341.5459

www.davesapplianceil.com

17502 Duvan Drive, Tinley Park
(SW Corner Duvan & 175th Street)

www.SUPERWASH.com

2 Automatic &
4 Self-Serve Bays
Dry Vacuums • Vending

• Pet Wash

AUTOMATIC TOKENS
5 for $20

($5.50 Wash)

JOHN’S PAINTING & REMODELING
• Baths • Kitchens • Basements • Drywall/Plaster Repair

• Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors - Refinish or Install
• Handyman Service • Licensed & Insured  Parishioner Discount

Free Estimates       John Lonosky        708-268-5666

LIMO 
BELLISSIMO LLC
JOHN BERARDI 

Owner
708.828.2138
www.LimoBellissimo.net

C ALL ✴ TEXT ✴ EMAIL: 

JohnLimo1@hotmail.com
 Weddings ✴ Proms✴ Special Events ✴ Airport Transportation

(708) 460-3702 • Kathleen Calandriello
KCHomesRealty@gmail.com

30 Years Working 
For You

www.MrBennysSteakhouse.com
19200 Everett Lane, Mokena

Closed on Mondays
708-478-5800

Family Owned Business Built on Trust With Over 30 Years Experience
 All Plumbing Repairs & Installs • Water Heaters
 Rodding • Sewer Repair • Toilets & Fixtures
 All Work Guaranteed

 708.203.7057
www.drcplumbingandsewer.com

Licensed
Bonded • Insured

Free Estimates 
Lic.#055-043295

Family Owned and Operated with over 30+ Years Experience

B & D PLUMBING
& SEWER SERVICE, INC.

Sewer Rodding, Camera & Repair • All of Your Plumbing Needs

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
Lic# 055-043954

815.506.0245 708.223.2533
www.BDPlumbingSewer.com

FREE 

Estimates
Parishioner 

Discount

Kathleen Creswell Cunningham, Attorney At Law
REAL ESTATE  •  WILLS  •  TRUSTS  •  ESTATES

 19201 S. LaGrange Rd., Suite 205, Mokena 
 info@crosstownlegal.com
 708.478.9700

192

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?
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Merry 
Christmas

and a
Blessed New Year

from

Lawn Funeral Homes

Over 100 Years of Service
in Your Community

Family Operated By: Bob & Jim Sheehy
708-857-7878    www.SheehyFH.com

9000 W. 151ST STREET, ORLAND PARK

STATE FARM INSURANCE

PATRICK MURPHY
Agent, Parishioner

9405 Bormet Dr., Ste. 2 • Mokena

www.patrickmurphyinsurance.com • 708-479-6800

MAID PERFECT
CLEANING SERVICE FOR YOU
THE SAME HONEST, FRIENDLY

POLISH LADY EVERY TIME
FREE ESTIMATE • INSURED & BONDED 

(708) 650-9140

Sports & Orthopedic Physical Therapy

Thomas G. Mulvey, M.S., P.T.

11140 W. 179th St., Orland Pk.
708-478-7225 708-478-7226

4004 W. 111th St., Oak Lawn
708-424-4047 708-424-4025

MICHAEL E. KIRSCH, D.D.S. 
MIKE KIRSCH, JR. D.D.S.

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Eve. & Sat. Hours Available • New Patients Welcome

(708) 460-17028650 W. 159th St., Orland Park

Wholesale • Retail
At Rte. 30 (Lincoln Hwy.) & Harlem

Frankfort 708.720.2222

Prices Right on Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces • Central Air
• Hot Water Tanks
• Boilers 
• Electrical • Plumbing

708.229.850524 HR.
Emer. Svc.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

708.420.0806
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

Sunrise Villa Olympia Fields
3633 Breakers Drive, Olympia Fields, IL 60461

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
Contact us to schedule a tour today:

(708) 747-3333
www.SunriseVillaOlympiaFields.com

(708) 424-8889
LIC#13458

PLUMBING
 & SEWER CO.

Parishioner Discount

             “GORALSKO CHATA”
1            12333 S. HARLEM

               PALOS HEIGHTS

            708.942.3688
HIGHLANDERHOUSERESTAURANT.COM

Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates
• Civil Litigation
708.960.0580
brabeclaw@gmail.com

18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood
www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

SECURITIES, ADVISORY, AND INSURANCE SERVICES OFFERED
THROUGH ROYAL ALLIANCE ASSOCIATES, INC., MEMBER
FINRA/SIPC AND A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR. 
ADDITIONAL INSURANCE SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH
ANTHONISEN FINANCIAL CORPORATION. ADDITIONAL

ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH FOCUS FINANCIAL
NETWORK, INC., A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR.

ENTITIES LISTED ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROYAL
ALLIANCE ASSOCIATES, INC. AFC FINANCIAL ADVISORY

GROUP IS A MARKETING DESIGNATION.

Dream Brick Can Do it All
Just Give Us a Call!

• Masonry, Bricklaying & Tuckpointing
•  Outside Kitchen & Firepits, 

Stone Pavers Patio, Stairs
•  Fireplaces, Chimneys & Mailboxes - 

Build, Inspect
•   Kitchen, Baths Remodeling Tiles 

& Cabinets Install
•   Certified & Insured

dreambrick@yahoo.com
708.980.8820 FREE

ESTIMATES

At Home Senior Care

108 White Street, Frankfort

 708-326-4001
www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/New Lenox

A Member of the Catholic Community

LICENSED 
BONDED • INSURED

Call Nancy Krzystek
708.372.2244

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: krzystekn@jspaluch.com

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST
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See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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