


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b;  
 Jn 4:43-54 
 

Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
 Jn 5:1-16 
 

Wednesday:  Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; 
 Jn 5:17-30 
 

Thursday:  Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
 

Friday:  2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,  
 27, 29; Rm 4:13:16-18, 22; Mt 1:16,  
 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
 

Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12;  
 Jn 7:40-53 
 

Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15;  
 Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33 
 Alternate readings (Year A):  
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;  
 Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

God’s Mercy 

Today’s reading from the second book of Chronicles 
contains a sort of “mini-history” of Israel. It highlights 
God’s mercies in choosing Cyrus the Persian to be an 
instrument of deliverance when the people were in 
captivity in Babylon. Despite their sinfulness and the 
deserved punishment they were undergoing, God’s mercy 
was lavished on the people in the form of a miraculous act 
of liberation. 
The Letter to the Ephesians, in much more theological 
terms, gives a similar account of a God “who brought us 
to life with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” The 
author stresses that it was when we were “dead in our 
transgressions” that God saved us, an act of pure grace. 
He emphasizes that it is not our own efforts that freed us 
from sin (“this is not from you”); rather, “it is the gift of 
God.” This, of course, is the heart of the entire Pauline 
corpus, that salvation comes to us by faith in God’s 
mercy, revealed in the death of Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — The wrath and the mercy of the Lord 
are revealed in the exile and liberation of the chosen 
people (2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23) or 1 Samuel 16: 
1b, 6-7, 10-13a. 
Psalm — Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 
(Psalm 137) or Psalm 23. 
Second Reading — By grace you have been saved 
(Ephesians 2:4-10) or Ephesians 5:8-14. 
Gospel — The Son was sent by God so that the world 
might be saved through him (John 3:14-21) or John 9:1-
41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Fourth Sunday of Lent; Second Scrutiny; 
  Daylight Saving Time begins 
Wednesday:  St. Patrick 
Thursday:  St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Friday:  St. Joseph; Abstinence 
Saturday:  Spring begins 

Feast of Faith 

Lent, a Season of the Word 
Each year on the First Sunday of Lent we hear one of the 
Gospel accounts of the temptation of Jesus. In Luke’s 
account, the devil cites the scriptures repeatedly, urging 
Jesus to interpret them in a false, self-serving way—if 
God sends angels to protect those whom God loves (as it 
says in Psalm 91), then prove it! But Jesus resists this 
insidious temptation by turning to scripture passages that 
tell of right relationship with God—living by God’s word, 
trusting in God, and worshiping God alone. 
Jesus himself listened to the inspired word of God and let 
it shape and form him. Through the liturgy, we do the 
same. The readings we hear at Mass can teach us, but that 
is not their primary function. Rather, the scriptures are 
meant to reveal the Lord to us, to let us experience his 
presence, and to form us in our Christian identity. Christ’s 
presence is realized by his spoken word, “since it is he 
himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read in 
the Church” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 7). In 
the readings proclaimed at Mass, we hear the voice of 
Christ himself. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
Over the years, our tradition has come to see this Sunday as a transition, a midpoint, an oasis in the middle of 
six long weeks of preparation for Easter. The key is the Latin word Laetare, or “Rejoice,” which was for 
centuries the first word sung in the Mass for this Sunday. In southern Europe, the first roses of springtime are 
appearing now, and there used to be a custom of honoring those to be baptized at Easter with roses on this 
Sunday. Long ago, this was also seen as a day for celebrating the ordination of priests. Many parishes retain 
the custom of using rose-colored vestments on this day. Normally flowers are banned from worship in the 
restrained season of Lent, but here, midway, these signposts of festivity pointing to the renewal of Easter 
springtime sometimes make a quiet appearance. A project for today would be to plant a few paperwhite or 
narcissus bulbs in a water bowl filled with river rocks. Like those elect who will soon be bathed in baptismal 
waters, they will come to full stature in the Easter season. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 14, 2021 

God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, 

but that the world might be saved  
through him. 

                                                                —John 3:17 

Saying, Doing, or Being? 

 
St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Ephesians that we are saved through grace: God's actions of sending 
his Son to die for us, and raising Jesus from the dead show the love God has for us. It comes entirely 
from God. We are saved by our faith in Jesus, but even that faith comes from God. So when Paul says 
that no one can boast about being saved, he means that we can't add up our good deeds like reward 
points for heaven. He also means that we can't brag about our faith because we can recite the creed or 
answer an altar call. So if being saved is not a matter of saying the right things, or doing good deeds, 
what is it? 
 
The answer comes from the gospel. Jesus tells us that he will be lifted up, or crucified, so that we can 
believe in him and have eternal life. Notice he doesn't give a list of facts about God that we are re-
quired to believe. When we "believe in" someone, we put our love and trust in that person. We want to 
be with that person as much as we can. We know that we are loved and so respond by giving love. 
Our response of love is not just a happy feeling. It inspires us to stop being selfish and start noticing 
that others need our help. Jesus describes it as living in the light: we are not ashamed to help someone, 
forgive someone, or comfort someone. While we do not force our faith on others, we don't hide it ei-
ther. Our life is in the light, open to anyone who wants to see what God has done for us. 
 
That brings us back to the question about salvation: it is not something we do or say. It is what God 
does for us. Our response of faith is also his gift. So when we recognize all that God has done for us 
and believe in his Son Jesus, the Spirit will guide us to live that faith and share it with others. 
 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 





By grace we have been saved, and so in God’s grace let 
 us pray for the needs of the world. 

For the Church to live in the light of Christ so that  
all our works may be clearly seen as done in God,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

For those lands burdened by age-old animosities  
and present-day warfare, that light and peace  

will dawn on them,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

For refugees, for those in exile, for those who have  
no place to call home because of war, violence,  

or political oppression,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

For those preparing for the Easter sacraments,  
especially those in our midst, that they may rejoice in  

the great love that God has for them,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

For those who serve and protect our nation at  
home and abroad, and for their families and loved ones,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer  
from COVID-19, and for all who have died,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

For all the prayers that we hold in the silence 
 of our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 

O God of all grace, 
we are your handiwork. 

Strengthen us for the good works 
that you have prepared for us 

and grant all these our prayers 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  
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DAN’S HANDYMAN SERVICE, INC.
No Job Too Small - Senior Discount

Electrical - Plumbing - Carpentry 

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

DAN FLYNN 708.873.0716

McMahon Painting
& Decorating

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

Exterior Interior
• Cedar Siding • Wallpaper Removal
• Caulking • Drywall Repair
• Power Washing • Faux Finishing

FOR FREE ESTIMATE, CALL BRIAN MCMAHON
(708) 478-3419
References Available

Parishioner Discount

WOLNIAK
Funeral Directors

Since 1922

773-767-4500
wolniakfuneralhome.com

Mowimy Po Polsku
Se Habla Español

Suburban Chapels 
Available

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean it 
for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Darden card with 
FREE in-home estimate

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive 
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per 
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid 
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are 
not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, 
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if 
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail 
or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any 
other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and is 
subject to change without notice prior to reservation.   Expires 03/31/21. 

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

Please Ask For Details

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 14, 2021

God did not send his Son into the world  
to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him.

— John 3:17
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Fresh Meats Deli Bakery Grocery
Products from Ireland

www.WinstonsMarket.net
7961 W. 159th St.   708.633.7500

Casual Dining
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

7959 W. 159th St.       708.633.7600

COLONIAL CHAPEL
Funeral Home & Crematory

15525 S. 73rd Ave.
Orland Park

708-532-5400
www.colonialchapel.com
“Serving Your Parish and the Community for Over 40 Years”

• Family Owned and Operated
• Private On-Site Crematory

Open 7 Days  6 am - 4 pm
20594 S. LaGrange Rd.

815.469.7530
lumespancakehouse.com 

APPLIANCE
REPAIR

Servicing All Major Appliances
Dave Petkunas
708.341.5459

www.davesapplianceil.com

17502 Duvan Drive, Tinley Park
(SW Corner Duvan & 175th Street)

www.SUPERWASH.com

2 Automatic &
4 Self-Serve Bays
Dry Vacuums • Vending

• Pet Wash

AUTOMATIC TOKENS
5 for $20

($5.50 Wash)

JOHN’S PAINTING & REMODELING
• Baths • Kitchens • Basements • Drywall/Plaster Repair

• Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors - Refinish or Install
• Handyman Service • Licensed & Insured  Parishioner Discount

Free Estimates       John Lonosky        708-268-5666

(708) 460-3702 • Kathleen Calandriello
KCHomesRealty@gmail.com

30 Years Working 
For You

Family Owned Business Built on Trust With Over 30 Years Experience
 All Plumbing Repairs & Installs • Water Heaters
 Rodding • Sewer Repair • Toilets & Fixtures
 All Work Guaranteed

 708.203.7057
www.drcplumbingandsewer.com

Licensed
Bonded • Insured

Free Estimates 
Lic.#055-043295

Family Owned and Operated with over 30+ Years Experience

B & D PLUMBING
& SEWER SERVICE, INC.

Sewer Rodding, Camera & Repair • All of Your Plumbing Needs

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
Lic# 055-043954

815.506.0245 708.223.2533
www.BDPlumbingSewer.com

FREE 

Estimates
Parishioner 

Discount

Kathleen Creswell Cunningham, Attorney At Law
REAL ESTATE  •  WILLS  •  TRUSTS  •  ESTATES

 19201 S. LaGrange Rd., Suite 205, Mokena 
 info@crosstownlegal.com
 708.478.9700

192

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact
J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and
create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with
a company specifically because they are advertising in the
church bulletin.

GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church
bulletin the entire week as reference. 

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
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BURBANK
7909 State Rd.
(708) 636-2320

ORLAND PARK
7732 w. 159th St.

(708) 429-3200

TINLEY PARK
17909 94th ave.
(708) 532-3100

WWW.LAWNFH.COM

Strength in family service since 1962.

Over 100 Years of Service
in Your Community

Family Operated By: Bob & Jim Sheehy
708-857-7878    www.SheehyFH.com

9000 W. 151ST STREET, ORLAND PARK

STATE FARM INSURANCE

PATRICK MURPHY
Agent, Parishioner

9405 Bormet Dr., Ste. 2 • Mokena

www.patrickmurphyinsurance.com • 708-479-6800

MAID PERFECT
CLEANING SERVICE FOR YOU
THE SAME HONEST, FRIENDLY

POLISH LADY EVERY TIME
FREE ESTIMATE • INSURED & BONDED 

(708) 650-9140

Sports & Orthopedic Physical Therapy

Thomas G. Mulvey, M.S., P.T.

11140 W. 179th St., Orland Pk.
708-478-7225 708-478-7226

4004 W. 111th St., Oak Lawn
708-424-4047 708-424-4025

MICHAEL E. KIRSCH, D.D.S. 
MIKE KIRSCH, JR. D.D.S.

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Eve. & Sat. Hours Available • New Patients Welcome

(708) 460-17028650 W. 159th St., Orland Park

Wholesale • Retail
At Rte. 30 (Lincoln Hwy.) & Harlem

Frankfort 708.720.2222

Prices Right on Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces • Central Air
• Hot Water Tanks
• Boilers 
• Electrical • Plumbing

708.229.850524 HR.
Emer. Svc.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

708.420.0806
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

Sunrise Villa Olympia Fields
3633 Breakers Drive, Olympia Fields, IL 60461

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
Contact us to schedule a tour today:

(708) 747-3333
www.SunriseVillaOlympiaFields.com

(708) 424-8889
LIC#13458

PLUMBING
 & SEWER CO.

Parishioner Discount

             “GORALSKO CHATA”
1            12333 S. HARLEM

               PALOS HEIGHTS

            708.942.3688
HIGHLANDERHOUSERESTAURANT.COM

Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates
• Civil Litigation
708.960.0580
brabeclaw@gmail.com

18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood
www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

SECURITIES, ADVISORY, AND INSURANCE SERVICES OFFERED
THROUGH ROYAL ALLIANCE ASSOCIATES, INC., MEMBER
FINRA/SIPC AND A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR. 
ADDITIONAL INSURANCE SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH
ANTHONISEN FINANCIAL CORPORATION. ADDITIONAL

ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH FOCUS FINANCIAL
NETWORK, INC., A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR.

ENTITIES LISTED ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROYAL
ALLIANCE ASSOCIATES, INC. AFC FINANCIAL ADVISORY

GROUP IS A MARKETING DESIGNATION.

Dream Brick Can Do it All
Just Give Us a Call!

• Masonry, Bricklaying & Tuckpointing
•  Outside Kitchen & Firepits, 

Stone Pavers Patio, Stairs
•  Fireplaces, Chimneys & Mailboxes - 

Build, Inspect
•   Kitchen, Baths Remodeling Tiles 

& Cabinets Install
•   Certified & Insured

dreambrick@yahoo.com
708.980.8820 FREE

ESTIMATES

At Home Senior Care

108 White Street, Frankfort

 708-326-4001
www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/New Lenox

A Member of the Catholic Community

LICENSED 
BONDED • INSURED

Call Nancy Krzystek
708.372.2244

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: krzystekn@jspaluch.com

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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