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FATHER TOM’S TIDBITS 
Dear Friends. 
 We are coming to the end of our time together. One of the things that I have been 
contemplating about these past few weeks is what would I write in this farewell Fr. Tom’s 
Tidbits. There are so many memories and emotions running through my mind and heart 
at this time. Writing this is very hard for me. And yet as the clock on the wall ticks away 
each second, each minute and each hour, the reality of the end of my time as your 
pastor is becoming more real. Moving on is never easy and remembering all the 
wonderful memories and the wonderful people  that have been a part of these past three  
years is not making it any easier.  

 For those of you who remember the Carol Burnett Show, you know that she ended every show singing 
her signature closing song, “I am so glad we had this time together…..” The lyrics of the song, “I'm so glad we 
had this time together, Just to have a laugh or sing a song, Seems we just get started and before you know it,  
Comes the time we have to say, So long!” seem appropriate for this weekend.  
 “I'm so glad we had this time together,”  reflects  how I am feeling at this time. I feel honored and 
privileged to have been given the awesome opportunity to be your pastor for the past three years. In reflecting 
on these past three years one could say it was the best of times and the worst of times. We came together to 
share many successes and we supported each other through the challenging times. We prayed together; we 
worked together, we laughed together; and we cried together. We were able to accomplish many great things 
and we helped to lay the foundation for the future.  
 We also shared in and celebrated many of life’s special moments. We welcomed into our family of 
faith many young children through the waters of Baptism. We shared in the grief and sorrow of families who 
had lost family members and celebrated their birth into eternal life. We witnessed the young people of our 
parish come to the table of the Lord for the first time at their First Communion; we watched as the young 
people of our community grew in their faith and asked the Church to confirm them. We gathered to share in 
the joy of the Sacrament of Marriage with those who came to be married in our church and we celebrated 
many anniversaries. And we held hands and prayed with our sick brothers and sisters. We also welcomed 
into our parish many new families. I thank you all for the opportunities you afforded me to share with you in 
these life moments 
 Unfortunately, the hardest thing we shared was our shared experience of living through and dealing 
with the Covid-19 Pandemic that had gripped our world and our lives for the past fifteen months. We shared in 
the fears and anxieties of this unknown virus; we witnessed the sickness and death that it caused; and we 
saw the normal routines of our lives be dramatically changed. What was the normal, was no longer normal.  
But by the grace of God, together, we were able to make the best of the situation. None of this would have 
been possible without the many volunteers who responded to our call for help. They worked, week after week, 
sometimes at more that one Mass, to help to insure , as best as we could, the safety  of those attending Mass 
here at St. Stephen’s. I want to express my heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to all of you.  You really went 
above and beyond the call of duty!!!  May God Bless You! 
 In looking back at the past three years it is amazing to see how much we did together. Together, we 
forged forward and made our contribution to the rich tapestry of Saint Stephen’s Parish. We took what was 
given to us by those who went before us. We started fun events like the Mardi Gras, Oktoberfest and an 
expanded our Filipino Simbang Gabi Celebration, which brought our parish together. We forged relationships 
with Catholic Charites and sponsored Food Drives for the St. Blase Food Pantry and  Halloween Parties for 
the youth of the Back of the Yards Community. We connected with our friends at Saint Coletta’s, which 
provides services for intellectually and developmentally disabled adults and children, and held food drives for 
them and welcomed them to our Catholic Charities Dinners. We worked with the Our Lady of the Angels 
Mission, Saint Jude House for victims of domestic abuse; Catholic Charities, and the Sister of Missionaries of 
Charity with our Christmas Giving Tree Project. We celebrated and honored our First Responders for the work 
that they do for us. We hosted the Knights of Columbus Blood Drive and Tootsie Roll Drive and during the 
Covid 19 Pandemic we opened our doors to them for their meetings. We started a successful “Queen of 
Hearts” Raffle and offered bimonthly bingo’s for our parish bingo buffs. All this and more, and in only three 
years, WOW!! 
 We also continued on the rich tradition of providing for the religious education of the young people of 
our community. We, in conjunction with our neighboring parishes, have continued our support of our parish 
school, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School. It is a wonderful school that we should all be very proud of. We 



also continued, even in spite of the pandemic, to offer our wonderful Religious Education Program, through 
which over seven hundred students are learning more about  our God, the Church and are preparing for the 
celebration of the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Communion and/or Confirmation. These young 
people are the future of our Church and preparing them to be good disciples for the future in critical. I want to 
thank all those involved in their catechesis.  
 We continued the mission and ministry of our parish, as a living witness to the presence of Jesus Christ 
in our community and in our world.  
 In terms of fiscal responsibility and good stewardship we made great strides as well. Always conscious 
of the need to be a good steward of what was entrusted to us, we took on many projects. We continue to work 
with archdiocese to address the many issues plaguing our new parish center. This has been a very long and 
tedious process. We are now at the point of working with a forensic architect, as they begin the process to 
uncover and address reasons for the issues we are experiencing. Once this information is collected it will be  
shared with the appropriate parties. Hopefully an resolution can be agreed upon or the other option would be 
possible legal action.  
 We also reorganized the staff to better meet the needs of the parish and you, our parishioners. This 
happened through the well deserved retirement of  some of our employees while others moved on to new 
opportunities. This  shift allowed us to continue our current programs and offerings, as well as plan and offer 
new opportunities for the future. We, as a parish staff , both before the pandemic and during the pandemic, 
also worked hard to reduce and/or contain costs to allow us to function as best as we could  through the 
pandemic, which limited our income during the pandemic.  
 To better manage our  energy costs we worked with ComEd to secure a grant that allowed us to have 
our entire parish campus retrofitted with LED lighting, at a reduced cost. The switch to LED lighting will save 
the parish money on our future electric bills.  
 St. Stephen’s is probably the only parish in the archdiocese that owns a farm. When the farm property 
was purchased for the parish campus, the Hoger Family, from whom the farm was purchased, was given a life 
estate agreement that allowed them to live on the farm, at no cost, until both Mr & Mrs Hoger would pass 
away. Mrs. Hoger died in late December of 2019. So the farm property has reverted ownership to the parish. 
Unfortunately the property is not in the best of condition structurally.  The archdiocese has listed the property 
with a real estate agent with an asking price of $1.3 million dollars which is on the high side of the valuations 
we have received to this point. Hopefully we will have a buyer soon. Unfortunately, because of how the funding 
package for our Parish Life Center was put together, there is a over $600,000 lien on the property that is owed 
to the archdiocese and must be paid from any proceeds from the sale of the farm. Any difference between the 
sale and what is owed will be the responsibility of the parish.  
 There are some major projects that will have to be addressed in the future, both long term and short 
term. The roof of the church needs to be replaced. We did receive an payment from the roofing material maker, 
but that prorated payment does not include any funding for the labor part of the replacement. We also need to 
replace the HVAC unit that covers the narthex and the chapel. And the biggest project will be the replacement 
of the parish parking lot. The estimated cost for the new parking lot  is well over $1 million dollars. And there 
are still outstanding  loans on the church and on the parish life center.  
 So, you can see that together we did a lot in terms of the buildings and finances of the parish. I hope 
you will continue your support of our parish. It is because of the dedication and hard work of so many, that we 
have what we have. We should be proud of all that St. Stephen’s is.   
 But, even though our time together is coming to an end, that does not mean the road ends here. There 
is still much that needs to be done, more that needs to be accomplished. I ask that you continue to dream the 
dreams and support our parish going forward. Your new pastor, Fr. Michael Wyrzykowski  will do a great job in 
leading the parish community into the next chapter in the life of the parish. I ask that you support him and work 
with him to continue the mission and ministry of the parish. He is a great guy and he will be a wonderful pastor.  
 We are also welcoming Fr. Robert Stuglik as our new associate pastor. Fr. Bob will be a great asset to  
our parish. I encourage you to welcome him warmly to St. Stephen’s.   
 So as the days of me being your pastor are winding down, I want you to know that I will truly miss all of 
you. Saying good-bye will be very hard for me because you are so special to me. I want to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for all the love, care and support you shared with me. You made these past three years of 
my life special for me. Know that even though we are separated physically, know that you will always be in my 
heart. Someone once said good-bye is forever, so I won’t say good-bye;  I will just say until we meet again, 
take care. If I can ever do anything else for you, please contact the parish office and they will be able to 
contact me.  
                    Thank you and May God Bless You! 



We are proud to announce that 
because of the generosity and 
hard work of our parishioners 

and staff we were able  

to pay off the loan on the  

Parish Center!! 

Thank You to Everyone who 
helped to make this possible!!! 



 The St. Stephen Parish Religious EducaƟon Program assists parents with the sacred 
responsibility of educaƟng their children in the Catholic faith. The passing on of our Catholic 
Faith and tradiƟons is the key focus of our Religious EducaƟon (RE) program. We see our 
mission as supporƟve to families as they raise their children in the Catholic faith.  
 Classes are set to begin Monday September 13, 2021. 
 - In Person Classes will be offered on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday. Sunday classes 
will also be offered if the minimum of 10 students per classroom is met. 
 - Family Catechesis (Home Study) is available for grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 only) 
 - Students preparing for Sacraments (grades 1, 2, 7, and 8) must aƩend in person classes. 
 - Families are encouraged and expected to aƩend Mass each weekend. 
 For students preparing for Sacraments, there is a two year minimum of preparaƟon in 
keeping with Archdiocesan policies. Families will receive a supplemental calendar outlining 
what is required.  This calendar is provided during the academic year in which the Sacraments 
of Eucharist or ConfirmaƟon will be celebrated. 
 Our RE classes are small with trained, dedicated, volunteer catechists who give 
generously of their Ɵme. We are always looking for addiƟonal catechists and catechist aides to 
serve full Ɵme or to serve as a subsƟtute.  
 Virtus training (a free, 3 hour course required by the Archdiocese for the protecƟon of 
children) is required as well as a criminal background check and other compliance items.For 
more informaƟon, please contact Dee at 708-342-1544 or by email her 
at dee@ststephenƟnley.com  
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DAN’S HANDYMAN SERVICE, INC.
No Job Too Small - Senior Discount

Electrical - Plumbing - Carpentry 

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

DAN FLYNN 708.873.0716

McMahon Painting
& Decorating

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

Exterior Interior
• Cedar Siding • Wallpaper Removal
• Caulking • Drywall Repair
• Power Washing • Faux Finishing

FOR FREE ESTIMATE, CALL BRIAN MCMAHON
(708) 478-3419
References Available

Parishioner Discount

WOLNIAK
Funeral Directors

Since 1922

773-767-4500
wolniakfuneralhome.com

Mowimy Po Polsku
Se Habla Español

Suburban Chapels 
Available

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean it 
for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Darden card with 
FREE in-home estimate

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive 
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per 
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid 
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are 
not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, 
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if 
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail 
or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any 
other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and is 
subject to change without notice prior to reservation.   Expires 03/31/21. 

INTEREST
FREE

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

Please Ask For Details

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY



512926 St Stephen Deacon & Martyr Catholic Church (B)             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Fresh Meats Deli Bakery Grocery
Products from Ireland

www.WinstonsMarket.net
7961 W. 159th St.   708.633.7500

Casual Dining
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

7959 W. 159th St.       708.633.7600

Open 7 Days  6 am - 4 pm
20594 S. LaGrange Rd.

815.469.7530
lumespancakehouse.com APPLIANCE

REPAIR
Servicing All Major Appliances

Dave Petkunas
708.341.5459

www.davesapplianceil.com

17502 Duvan Drive, Tinley Park
(SW Corner Duvan & 175th Street)

www.SUPERWASH.com

2 Automatic &
4 Self-Serve Bays
Dry Vacuums • Vending

• Pet Wash

AUTOMATIC TOKENS
5 for $20

($5.50 Wash)

JOHN’S PAINTING & REMODELING
• Baths • Kitchens • Basements • Drywall/Plaster Repair

• Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors - Refinish or Install
• Handyman Service • Licensed & Insured  Parishioner Discount

Free Estimates       John Lonosky        708-268-5666

(708) 460-3702 • Kathleen Calandriello
KCHomesRealty@gmail.com

30 Years Working 
For You

Kathleen Creswell Cunningham, Attorney At Law
REAL ESTATE  •  WILLS  •  TRUSTS  •  ESTATES

 19201 S. LaGrange Rd., Suite 205, Mokena 
 info@crosstownlegal.com
 708.478.9700

192

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact
J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and
create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one 
church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with
a company specifically because they are advertising in the
church bulletin.

GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church
bulletin the entire week as reference. 

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL 

CHURCH BULLETIN?
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer 
options to advertise effectively and 
keep pace with market change.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Call Nancy Krzystek
708.372.2244

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: krzystekn@jspaluch.com

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
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BURBANK
7909 State Rd.
(708) 636-2320

ORLAND PARK
7732 w. 159th St.

(708) 429-3200

TINLEY PARK
17909 94th ave.
(708) 532-3100

WWW.LAWNFH.COM

Strength in family service since 1962.

Over 100 Years of Service
in Your Community

Family Operated By: Bob & Jim Sheehy
708-857-7878    www.SheehyFH.com

9000 W. 151ST STREET, ORLAND PARK

MAID PERFECT
CLEANING SERVICE FOR YOU
THE SAME HONEST, FRIENDLY

POLISH LADY EVERY TIME
FREE ESTIMATE • INSURED & BONDED 

(708) 650-9140

Sports & Orthopedic Physical Therapy

Thomas G. Mulvey, M.S., P.T.

11140 W. 179th St., Orland Pk.
708-478-7225 708-478-7226

4004 W. 111th St., Oak Lawn
708-424-4047 708-424-4025

MICHAEL E. KIRSCH, D.D.S. 
MIKE KIRSCH, JR. D.D.S.

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Eve. & Sat. Hours Available • New Patients Welcome

(708) 460-17028650 W. 159th St., Orland Park

Wholesale • Retail
At Rte. 30 (Lincoln Hwy.) & Harlem

Frankfort 708.720.2222

Prices Right on Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces • Central Air
• Hot Water Tanks
• Boilers 
• Electrical • Plumbing

708.229.850524 HR.
Emer. Svc.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

708.420.0806
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

Sunrise Villa Olympia Fields
3633 Breakers Drive, Olympia Fields, IL 60461

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
Contact us to schedule a tour today:

(708) 747-3333
www.SunriseVillaOlympiaFields.com

(708) 424-8889
LIC#13458

PLUMBING
 & SEWER CO.

Parishioner Discount

             “GORALSKO CHATA”
1            12333 S. HARLEM

               PALOS HEIGHTS

            708.942.3688
HIGHLANDERHOUSERESTAURANT.COM

Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates
• Civil Litigation
708.960.0580
brabeclaw@gmail.com

18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood
www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

At Home Senior Care

108 White Street, Frankfort

 708-326-4001
www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/New Lenox

A Member of the Catholic Community

LICENSED 
BONDED • INSURED

O’GORMAN
CABINET COMPANY

All Types of Quality Cabinetry
Residential & Commercial

Visit Our Showroom
1930 Airway Ct., New Lenox

815.485.8997
occ1930.info@gmail.com

www.ogormancabinets.com

SUPERIOR 
CONSTRUCTION
COMPLETE REMODELING
• Kitchens • Baths • Basements
• Electrical • Flooring • Painting

• Handyman Services • Odd Jobs

No Job Too Large or Small
Free Estimates 708.289.8476

RAMIRO MORALES
ST. MICHAEL, PARISHIONER

Continuing a legacy of serving every family as our own. We offer a 
variety of creative and affordable services to celebrate lasting memories.

• Same trusted funeral home for over 30 years • New spacious lounge
• State of the art sound and video system with live streaming capabilities

• Over 90 years combined experience • Family owned and operated

708-614-9900 • www.bradygill.com
16600 S Oak Park Ave, Tinley Park, IL 60477

Compassion IS OUR passion

Family Owned Business Built on Trust With Over 30 Years Experience
 All Plumbing Repairs & Installs • Water Heaters
 Rodding • Sewer Repair • Toilets & Fixtures
 All Work Guaranteed

 708.203.7057
www.drcplumbingandsewer.com

Licensed
Bonded • Insured

Free Estimates 
Lic.#055-043295

ANDREW T. ZIEBA
Parishioner

19113 S. Wolf Road, Mokena
708-479-9444

Mówimy Po Polsku
azieba@allstate.com

www.allstateagencies.com/azieba
Serving Illinois and Indiana 

Auto, Home, Life, Retirement

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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