St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr

Catholic Church

17500 84th Avenue
Tinley Park, IL 60487
708-342-2400

MASS SCHEDULE
Mass of Anticipation
5pm Saturday (English)

Live-streamed weekly
through parish website.
Sunday Masses
7:30am, 9am, 11:00am (English)
12:30pm (Polish)

Daily Mass

Monday-Friday at 8am (English)

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays

4pm to 5pm (English and Polish)
First Fridays

6pm to 7pm (English and Polish)
And by appointment.

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS
TO THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS
Adoration & Reconciliation

6pm to 7pm (English and Polish)
Mass
7pm (Polish)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday - Thursday

8:30am to 7pm

ROSARY
Monday - Friday

8:30am

Second & Fourth Tuesdays
5:30pm

December 17“‘, 2023 www.ststephentinley.com



Pastoral Staff
To reach or leave a message for pastoral staff, please contact
the Parish Office at 708-342-2400.

Rev. Michael Wyrzykowski—Pastor
frmichael@ststephentinley.com

Rev. Robert Stuglik—Associate Pastor
rstuglik@archchicago.org

Rev. James (Jay) Finno—Pastor Emeritus

Deacon Bob Conlin

RFConlin@comcast.net

Deacon Chuck McFarland

ctm728@aol.com

Deacon Bill Schultz

dcnbills@ststephentinley.com

Deacon Pete Van Merkestyn

pvanmerkestyn@yahoo.com

Parishioner Registration

We warmly welcome new members to St. Stephen.
To register, please stop by the Parish Office during regular
business hours.

Active Parishioner Status

In order to be considered as a godparent for the Sacraments

of Baptism and/or a sponsor for the Sacrament of

Confirmation, a person must be verified as an “active

member” of a Catholic parish. While assessments of the

inquiry will be made individually, the following factors are

considered when making the determination of whether or

not a person is an active parishioner. Is the person:

. Properly registered and supporting the Church?

.  Faithfully attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days?

. Participating in parish activities when possible?

. Using the parish envelope system or electronic giving
system in support of our parish?

Adult children living at home are required to register
separately from their parents as parishioners.

Sacrament of Baptism

New parishioners are required to register and a baptism
preparation class is required. Start the inquiry process at
www.ststephentinley.com/baptism-prep

e English baptisms are celebrated at 2:30pm on the first
and third Sunday of every month.

e  Polish baptisms are celebrated at 2:00pm on the second
Sunday of the month and during the 12:30pm Polish
Mass on the fourth Sunday of the month.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Couples interested in the Sacrament of Matrimony can start
the process by completing the Marriage Inquiry form found
on our parish website:
ststephentinley.com/sacrament-of-marriage

Religious Education

St. Stephen offers a First through Eighth grade religious
education program. We also offer a Pre-K program called
Growing with God. Please see our parish website for
details. The RE Office can be reached at 708-342-1544.

Dee Zvejnieks - Religious Education Coordinator.
dee@ststephentinley.com

Religious Education Office Hours:

Monday through Thursday: 8:30am—4:30pm
(closed daily for lunch from 12:30pm-1pm)
Friday: 8:30am—12:30pm

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Parish School (CJB)

St. Stephen is a co-sponsor of CIB School in Orland Hills,
along with St. Francis of Assisi (Orland Park), St. Julie
(Tinley Park), and St. Elizabeth Seton (Orland Hills).
Our school is located at 9250 West 167" Street, Orland
Hills, IL 60487 Phone: 708-403-6525

website: cjbschool.org
Jeanne Pagliaro - Principal

jpagliaro@cjbschool.org
Cynthia Devlin - Enrollment Director
cdevlin@cjbschool.org

Anointing of the Sick

If you or a loved one needs the holy sacrament of Anointing
of the Sick, please call the Parish Office.

Funerals

Please contact the Parish Office to make funeral arrange-
ments. Funeral dates and times are dependent upon clergy
and church availability.

Mass Intentions

Please stop by the Parish Office during regular business
hours to secure a date. Intentions can be requested for a
deceased person or offered for a special intention, anniver-
sary blessing, birthday blessing, good health, etc. for a living
person.

Ministry of Care

Holy Communion for homebound parishioners can be
arranged by calling Barbara Black in the Parish Office at x137.
Prayer List

To be added to our bulletin prayer list, please contact
Barbara at ext. 137.

Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA)

is a spiritual journey of faith for adults who would like to
become Catholic. If you are interested in starting this faith
and education process, please contact Barbara Black in the
Parish Office at x137.

Scripture Study
Fridays from 8:45am until 10am - Room 106



MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

Monday, December 18 8:00 AM Dennis Adams, Daniel Jatis, Krisitine Opyd, Jack
Zanzig, and the sick of our parish.
+ Tom Kenny Family
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS
+ Holy Souls in Purgatory Kate Yedwofski _
Tuesday, December 19 8:00 AM Submissions for Bulletin Articles, Facebook Posts,

+ Roberta Jedrzejczyk

+ Holy Souls in Purgatory
Wednesday, December 20
+ Toffy Dileep

+ Roberta Jedrzejczyk
Thursday, December 21

+ Lawrence Lode

The Deanching Family

Kate Yedwofski
8:00 AM

Elisa Ponnezhan
Aunt Theresa
8:00 AM

The Bialas Family

Website Inclusion and Flocknote must be send to
Ststephen@ststephentinley.com for review before
publishing. Any submission is due by Thursday
noon one week prior to publication. For holiday
schedule please call parish office. We are re-
questing this of all parishioners to assure con-
sistency and accuracy in our social media posts
and bulletin. Please do not send any of these ma-
terials to individual employees. We thank you all
for your cooperation.

BULLETIN'S EARLY SUBMISSIONS DATES:

+ Holy Souls in Purgatory Kate Yedwofski BULLETIN DATE: SUBMISSION DATE:
Friday, December 22 8:00 AM January 7 Tuesday, December 26
+ Peter and Mary Tunney The Tunney Family

] ] Please note:
+ Souls in Purgatory Elisa Ponnezhan we will not be able to accept any material
Saturday, December 23 5:00 PM after the above dates. Thank you.
+ Robert and Emily Haynes Sons
+ John and Estelle Pietrzyk Daughter
+ Byron Grober Family
+ Patricia Savage Family
+ Theresa Manikowski Family
Sunday, December 24 7:30 AM
4™ sunday of Advent
People of the Parish
Sunday, December 24 9:00 AM X .
4™ sunday of Advent NS : : ===
People of the Parish

PARISH OFFICE

Sunday, December 24 11:00 AM

4™ sunday of Advent
People of the Parish

Sunday, December 24
4™ sunday of Advent

W intencji za Parafian

12:30 PM PO POLSKU

17500 South 84™ Avenue, Tinley Park, IL 60487
708-342-2400 | www.ststephentinley.com

REGULAR PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Thursday 8:30am to 7:00pm
Friday 8:30 am to 4:30pm

+ DECEASED P — Closed daily for lunch from 12:30pm until 1pm.




SIMBANG GABI 2023

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino Catholic
tradition of celebrating a novena (series
of nine) Advent evening Masses. It is
meant to help Filipino American and
other Catholics in the area to intensify
their spiritual preparation for the grace-
filled celebration of Christmmas. The
nine hosting parishes invite the
parishioners, families and friends to
celebrate Simbang Gabi with them.

Friday, 12/15, St. Julie Billiart
Saturday, 12/16, St. Francis of Assisi
Sunday, 12/17, St. Michael
Monday, 12/18, Sacred Heart
Tuesday, 12/19, St. Fabian
Wednesday, 12/20, St. Stephen
Thursday, 12/21, St. Veronica
Friday, 12/22, St. Damian
Saturday, 12/23, St. Albert the Great

Complete schedules can be found on the
ushers’ tables.

> A &
COOKIES WITH SANTA

The Men's Club, once again, is
providing an open invitation to
the children of our parish. We
will be hosting a "meet & greet”
with Santa in the Parish Life
Center on Sunday, December
17. Santa will arrive soon after
the 9am mass, and remain in
the Parish Life Center until
approximately 11:30am. This
expanded schedule should allow
both RE and Non-RE children to
spend some time with him.
Cookies and juice will also be
_)availablc for those families
" ’wishing to participate in this
event. Parents are welcome to
take pictures of their children
with Santa. See ya there...

AN R

John Lutz
Men's Club

<

Presider/Homilist/Music Schedule
December 23rd & 24th

Time Presider Homilist Music
5:00 PM Fr. Michael Wyrzykowski Deacon Bob Conlin Mark & Dave Gorka
7:30 AM Fr. Michael Wyrzykowski Deacon Bill Schultz [silent Mass]
Ethan Villasenor, cantor
9:00 AM Fr. Bob Stuglik Deacon Bill Schultz Beth Morreale, cantor
Aidan Villasenor, violin
Annie Villasenor, cello
11:00 AM Fr. Jay Finno Deacon Bob Conlin Kaitlin Lazaroff, cantor
12:30 PM Fr. Bob Stuglik Fr. Bob Stuglik Polish Choir
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Advent and Christmas Schedule 2023

Individual Confessions
Tuesday, December 19th  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 23rd  5:00 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday, December 24th  7:30 AM, 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
12:30 PM (Polish)

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24th
4:00 PM - Family Christmas Vigil Mass
7:00 PM - Solemn Christmas Vigil Mass
10:00 PM - Solemn Christmas Vigil Mass
12 Midnight - Solemn Christmas Mass (Polish)

Christmas Day
Monday, December 25th 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
12:30 PM (Polish)

Feast of St. Stephen
Tuesday, December 26 8:00 AM
7:00 PM (Polish)

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God / New Year’s Celebration
Monday, January 1st  8:00 AM & 6:00 PM
12:30 PM* (Polish) NEW TIME
Changed from 7:30 PM

Epiphany of the Lord

Saturday, January 6th ~ 5:00 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday, January 7th ~ 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
| 12:/30 PM (Polish)




Collections November 18th & 19th

Sunday Collection 15,155.00
All Saints 10.00
Immaculate Conception 35.00
Solemnity of Mary 20.00
Christmas Collection 120.00
Christmas Flowers Collection 30.00
All Souls Day 5.00
Capital Improvement 1,260.00
Mass Attendance 1525

Creation Care Corner @

“..it is essential to ‘sense’ that

' - the earth is ‘our Common
q Home’...”
7

— Pope Benedict XVI

Giving An Experience

Our gift-giving traditions often entail the exchange
of unwanted stuff from well-meaning people. Much
of it will quickly come to rest in a landfill, along with
the packaging it came in. Recent studies suggest that
participants get more satisfaction and longer lasting
pleasant memories from money spent on experienc-
es, compared to material objects. That might be be-
cause “stuff,” which can contribute to household
clutter and waste, can be emotionally distressing.
Consider instead giving a nice restaurant meal or mu-
seum experience. What about a health club, spa,
dance, or educational experience? How about tickets
to a concert, movie theater, theatrical or sporting
event? Consider a gift of family fun at a local trampo-
line park, bowling alley, rock climbing gym or laser
tag center. If nature is more their speed, consider a
National Parks Annual Pass. It will be even better if
you can join them for the experience.

Retirement Fund
for Religious

Please give to those who
have given a lifetime.

retiredreligious.org

ST. JOHN
OF KANTY




Ways to donate to St. Stephen Parish

If you have an individual retirement account
and you are age 73 or older, you probably
know that you must take your required
minimum distribution (RMD) before the year
ends. However, did you know that you can
fulfill all or part of your RMD and reduce your
taxable income by transferring funds directly
from your IRA to your parish or the
Archdiocese of Chicago? Don’t wait until it’s
too late to benefit from reduced taxes. Learn
more at archchicago.org/qcd.

If you would like more information on how

to make a QCD gift to St. Stephen Deacon &
Martyr Parish, please contact Krystina M.
Campbell, Planned Giving Officer, Archdiocese
of Chicago at 312.534.5404

or kcampbell@archchicago.org.

CONSIDER THE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL
OR PLANNED GIVING.

During this most holy season, rejoice in the
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
As stewards of our faith, please continue
his good work on earth by considering a gift
through your will or a planned gift in support
of our Church. A bequest can be made to
our parish using the following language:

“| give [insert specific dollar amount, or
percentage of net or residuary] to The Catholic
Bishop of Chicago, Tax ID #36-2170826,
a corporation sole located in Chicago, ILL, to
be used for the benefit of St. Stephen
Deacon & Martyr Parish located in Tinley
Park, Illinois. However, if St. Stephen
Deacon & Martyr Parish ceases to exist in
its current form, then to the new parish or
parishes erected in its stead.”

Please Remember Our Priests

Priests have dedicated their lives to the ministry of God’s

Please consult an attorney and financial people, serving our needs as Catholics.

advisor when drafting your will or trust.

For more information, please visit Now, it is our turn to show our love and care for their faith-
giving.archchicago.org/bequest or contact ful support.

Marguerite Q. Zappa, Philanthropy Giving
Officer, Archdiocese of Chicago at :
312.848.3068 or mzapa@archchicago.org.

Please consider including a legacy gift for Priests’ Health and
Retirement to support the healthcare needs of our active
priests, as well as the medical and housing needs of our re-
tired priests.




Duszpasterstwo w Parafii pw. sw. Szczepana Diakona i Meczennika w Jezyku Polskim

MSZA SWIETA W JEZYKU POLSKIM: BIULETYN

w kazda niedziele o godz. 12:30pm Wszystkie materiaty do biuletynu prosze przesyta¢ na
email: ststephen@ststephentinley.com

SAKRAMENT POKUTY | POJEDNANIA SPOTKANIA GRUPY AA W JEZYKU POLSKIM

soboty od godz. 4-5pm oraz w pierwsze pigtki miesigca od godz. 6-7pm Czwartki o godz. 7pm

ADORACJA NAJSWIETSZEGO SAKRAMENTU DRUGA SKtADKA

W kazdg pierwszg niedziele miesigca zostanie
od pon. do czwartku od 8:30am (po zakoriczeniu Mszy Swietej) do 7pm w ap d ¢ a

kaplicy oraz w pierwsze piatki miesigca od 6-7pm zebrana druga sktadka przeznaczona na konserwacje

i naprawy oraz utrzymanie budynkdw parafialnych.

NABOZENSTWO PIERWSZYCH PIATKOW MIESIACA Bog zaptac za hojnosc.

Wystawienie Najswietszego Sakramentu od godz. 6:00pm. BtOGOStAWIENSTWO URODZINOWE
Sakrament Pokuty i Pojednania 6:00pm - 7:00pm ORAZ Z OKAZJI ROCZNICY MALZENSTWA
Litania do Najswigtszego Serca Pana Jezusa Zachecamy do otrzymania btogostawieristwa z okazji
Msza Swigta w jgzyku polskim 7:00pm rocznicy $lubu, ktére jest udzielane w drugi

weekend miesigca oraz do bfogostawienstwa z okazji
ODWIEDZENIE CHOREGO ORAZ SAKRAMENT urodzin w Czwarty weekend miesiqca_

NAMASZCZENIA CHORYCH

Prosimy o kontakt z biurem parafialnym. W kazdym przypadku powaznej
choroby lub wypadku nalezy wezwa¢ ksiedza. Komunia Swieta oraz/lub
oleje Swiete zostang udzielone chorym na zgdanie.

SAKRAMENT CHRZTU SWIETEGO PORADN IA RACH EL

W drugg niedziele miesigca o godz. 2pm oraz w czwartg niedziele miesigca
podczas Mszy $wietej. Przyjdz! Zakoncz zatobe, wybacz sobie

Prosimy o kontakt z biurem parafialnym i zapetnij puste miejsce po stracie dziecka.
w celu rejestracji i wypetnienia potrzebnych form.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO G

1.773.656.7703
SPOSOBY WSPIERANIA DUSZPASTERSTWA PARAFII aborcjabolterapia.com

SW. SZCZEPANA DIAKONA | MECZENN'KA Prowadzi s. Maksymiliana Kamiriska MChR, psycholog-terapeuta
GiveCentral - przez www.GiveCentral.org parafianie mogg dokonywac
automatycznych darowizn w wybranym przez siebie czasie i czestotliwosci.
Rejestracja zajmuje tylko kilka minut. WejdZ na naszg parafialng strone
internetowg www.ststephentinley.com i przeczytaj instrukcje jak sie
zarejestrowac lub zeskanuj kod QR za pomocg aparatu w smartfonie.

Koperty tygodniowe - Zarejestrowani parafianie
otrzymujg pocztg specjalne kopertki, w ktérych
ofiarowujg swoje donacje. Pakiety kopert sg
wysytane co drugi miesigc.

Bog zaptac za wszelkie formy wsparcia.

Swietemu Szczepanowi powierzamy nasze rodziny
i naszq parafialng wspdlnote.

INTENCJE NA MSZE SWIETE
Zachecamy Paristwa do skfadania intencji na Msze Swiete.
Prosimy o kontakt z biurem parafialnym




Rozwazanie do liturgii z dnia 2023-12-17
O co prosze?
O nieustanne pragnienie ,,wiecej” dla Jezusa

EWANGELIA (J 1, 6-8. 19-28) SWIADECTWO JANA CHRZCICIELA O CHRYSTUSIE

StOWA EWANGELIlI WEDLUG S’WIETEGO JANA

Pojawit sie cztowiek postany przez Boga — Jan mu byto na imie. Przyszedt on na sSwiadectwo, aby
zaswiadczy¢ o swiatfosci, by wszyscy uwierzyli przez niego. Nie byt on swiattosciq, lecz zostat postany, aby
zaswiadczy¢ o Swiattosci. Takie jest swiadectwo Jana. Gdy Zydzi wystali do niego z Jerozolimy kaptanéw
i lewitow z zapytaniem: «Kto ty jestes? », on wyznat, a nie zaprzeczyt, oswiadczajgc: «Ja nie jestem
Mesjaszem». Zapytali go: «Coz zatem? Czy jestes Eliaszem?» Odrzekt: «Nie jestem». «Czy ty jestes
prorokiem?» Odpart: «Nie». Powiedzieli mu wiec: «Kim jestes, abysmy mogli dac¢ odpowiedZ tym, ktorzy
nas wystali? Co méwisz sam o sobie?»

Powiedziat: «Jam gfos wotajgcego na pustyni: Prostujcie droge Parskq, jak rzekt prorok Izajasz».
A wystannicy byli sposrod faryzeuszow. i zaczeli go pytac, mowiqgc do niego: «Czemu zatem chrzcisz, skoro
nie jestes ani Mesjaszem, ani Eliaszem, ani prorokiem?» Jan im tak odpowiedziat: «Ja chrzcze wodgq. Posréd
was stoi Ten, ktdrego wy nie znacie, ktéry po mnie idzie, a ktéremu ja nie jestem godzien odwiqgzac
rzemyka u Jego sandata».

Dziato sie to w Betanii, po drugiej stronie Jordanu, gdzie Jan udzielat chrztu.

Wyobraze sobie postac Jana Chrzciciela, ktory jest cztowiekiem prostym i ubogim. Wpatrujgc sie w niego,
uswiadomie sobie, ze B6g moze postugiwac sie w moim zyciu skromnymi i stabymi osobami, aby wzbudzi¢
we mnie silne pragnienie Jezusa (ww. 6-8).

Kto okazat sie dla mnie postanym od Boga Janem Chrzcicielem? Przywotam w sercu osoby, ktdre staty sie
bardzo drogie w moim zyciu duchowym i wlaty we mnie wiele Bozego Swiatta. Wspomne je teraz przed
Bogiem ze wzruszeniem i gtebokg wdziecznoscia.

,Co mowisz sam o sobie?” (w. 22). Zwrdce uwage na stanowczos¢ i pokore, z jakg Jan Chrzciciel swiadczy o
swojej wierze. Stowa Jana odstaniajg moc jego ducha i pewnos¢ otrzymanego powotania (ww. 23-27).

Szczerze zapytam siebie wobec Boga: ,Co mowie sam o sobie”? Jaki jest obraz mojego powofania?
Czy dobrze rozeznatem mojg droge zycia? Czy w zyciu czuje sie na swoim miejscu i czy wierze, ze jest to
miejsce dane mi od Boga?

Wstucham sie uwaznie w rozmowe Jana z wystannikami. Zauwaze, z jakg jasnoscig i pewnosciag méwi o

nadchodzgcym Zbawicielu (ww. 20-22). Nie skupia uwagi na sobie. Wie, ze jest jedynie ,gtosem”, ktorym
Bog postuguje sie dla wypetnienia wtasnych zamiardow.

Czy w moich pragnieniach, stowach i rozmowach nie szukam siebie? Czy nie ,,uzywam” Boga do szukania
swojej chwaty?

W serdecznej rozmowie z Jezusem bede Go prosit, abym nie bat sie swiadczy¢ o Nim, takze wtedy, gdy
bede jak ,gtos wotajgcego na pustyni”. Bede powtarzat w sercu modlitwe: ,,Pragne, Jezu, budowac tylko na
Twoich stowach!”.

Krzysztof Wons SDS/Salwator



1 St.Vincent de Paul

O ‘ ‘ ‘
‘ Neighbors helping neighbors®
The St. Stephen’s SVdP Ministry provides tangible assistance
to those in need on a person-to-person basis.

If you or someone you know is in need of temporary
assistance, we may be able to help.

All information is confidential.

For assistance call 708-342-2400 ext. 205. Leave your name, a
short description of your need and a phone number. A team
member will respond within 24 hours. Note that when we

return your call our phone number will appear as “blocked.”

Parishioners can support the mission of SVdP in several ways:
1) by donating food on the 3rd weekend of each month
2) by donating cash, checks or gift cards placed in the black
SVdP boxes on the side walls in the narthex
3) by shopping or donating at the SVdP Thrift Store located at
7010 W. 159th Street Orland Park, IL 60462.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

| BAP1IZE

Senior

Upcoming Events:
Jan. 2" Board Meeting - 10:00 am

Jan. 8™ Meeting Bingo and Hot Dogs. Bingo admission
$5.00 for set of cards for all games that are split the pot.

Feb.5"™ Board Meeting

Feb. 12™ 50's Party. Dress in your favorite 50's outfit.
Music from 50's with a return visit from Paul Strolia.
Seniors $10.00. Non Members $20.00.

Everyone welcome.

March 11" Trip to Gaelic Park Luncheon and Entertainment,
we will not have a Monday Monthly meeting this month.

April 8™ Breakfast catered from Cracker Barrel & Entertainment.
May 13" End of the Year Meeting. Cinco De Mayo Party
with Mariachi Band and Mexican Luncheon.

Save the Date:
Sat., Jan 20™ After 5 pm Mass. Taste of St Stephens.

INSTRUCTIONS

FREE LESSONS

ST. STEPHEN DEACON & MARTYR
17500 84TH AVENUE
TINLEY PARK, IL 60462

Tuesday, January 9
Tuesday, January 23

11 AM to Noon

INSTRUCTOR: MAXINE NOWOBILSKI
QUESTIONS??
CALL THERESA
(708) 342-2400
EX T L2




A TASTE OF ST. STEPHEN

SATURDAY. JANUARY 20
6:00 PM

This is the kickoff event for our 25th
anniversary. We are looking for groups

of volunteers to pick an ethnic food

group of their choice and sponsor a

booth for the event. Volunteers are
responsible for the cost of food or for

getting a restaurant donation.

Food categories include: Italian, Irish,
Polish, German, Spanish, Indian,
Filipino and American.

Our 1st meeting will be on Thursday,
December 21st at 6:30 PM in the large

o meeting room in the RE wing.
Contact: Theresa Gamino

708-342-2400 ext. 112




Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of

December 17, 2023

Sunday:
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54
(Is 61:10b)/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Monday:
Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25

Tuesday:
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/
Lk 1:5-25

Wednesday:
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

Thursday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,
20-21/Lk 1:39-45

Friday:
1Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/
Lk 1:46-56

Saturday:
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and
14/Lk 1:57-66

Next Sunday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5,
27, 29 (2a)/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass @ 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023 |

TO THE
LIGHT

- —

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Why do we believe in Jesus and the Catholic Church? Why
should we continue to do so? We've never seen him face-to-
face (at least not most of us, | assume). Most of us have never
had mystical visions of angels or saints. We live in the same
world as our atheist and secularists friends. Why do we believe
in Christ if we've never seen him?

The simple, symbolic answer the Gospel presents to us this
week might surprise us: we believe because of John the
Baptist. Early in John's Gospel we hear: “There was a man sent
from God, his name was John. He came for testimony, to bear
witness to the light, that all might believe through him.” The
Baptist powerfully announces Jesus. This is a historical fact,
and it is also now a pattern at work in our lives.

John the Baptist stands for the entirety of the old covenant,
everything entrusted to the Jewish people. And yet he
prophetically opens the door to something entirely new in
Jesus, to the revival and fulfillment of God’s promises. In
every generation, and in every human life, God continues to
do this. He has done it through people named Augustine,
Francis, Catherine, Theresa, and countless others. In my life,
the Baptist's spirit has come through persons named Eric, Paul,
Mary, and Ron. | challenge you to name at least three people
through whom God has announced the coming of Jesus in
your life. Consciously thank God for their testimony. And let’s
commit ourselves to listening to the spirit of John the Baptist
testify again this week so that we might more strongly believe
in the light.

— Father John Muir

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Page 12




THIS WEEK AT THE PARISH

Marriage Blessing - All Masses

Food Pantry Food Collection

8:30am —11:30am COOKIES WITH SANTA

12/17/23 - Sunday 10:00am —11:00am RE classes

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 11:00am Children's Liturgy of the Word

1:30pm —3:00pm Missionaries of Apostolic Grace Bible Gathering
4:00pm —5:00pm Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

5:00pm —6:00pm Christmas Pageant Music Rehearsal

8:30am —9:00am Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
4:15pm —5:30pm RE classes
6:00pm —7:15pm RE classes

12/18/23 - Monday
ADVENT

8:30am —9:00am Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
12/19/23 - Tuesday 2:30pm —3:30pm CJB Basketball/Volleyball Practice
ADVENT 4:30pm —6:00pm Simbang Gabi Rehearsal

6:30pm —7:30pm Advent Reconciliation

7:00pm —9:00pm Baptism Prep

8:30am —9:00am Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
12/20/23 - Wednesday 2:30pm —3:30pm CJB Basketball/Volleyball Practice
ADVENT 5:00pm —6:15pm RE classes

7:00pm Simbang Gabi

8:30am —9:00am Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
6:00pm —7:00pm Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

12/21/23 - Thursday 6:30pm —10:30pm Polish Dance Group

ADVENT 6:30pm —7:30pm Taste of St. Stephen Planning

7:00pm —8:00pm Christmas Pageant Music Rehearsal
7:00pm —9:00pm Finance Council

8:30am —9:00am Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)

8:45am —10:00am Scripture Study

12/22/23 - Friday 3:00pm —6:00pm Community Meal Program - Food Pickup 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM
ADVENT 4:00pm =5:15pm Brownies - Jaworski

7:00pm English AA

8:00pm Polish AA

12/23/23 - Saturday Birthday Blessing - All Masses
ADVENT 8:00am —9:00am AA Meeting - Closed

Phillippians'4:4
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. . L. . . Follow or like St. Stephen at:
Parish Registry and Communications—When you register as a parishioner of St. Stephen

Deacon and Martyr, you can elect to receive offertory envelopes in the mail. Important parish Parish Website
communication is sent out via mail and email, in addition to your weekly envelopes. Please
help us to keep our records up to date. If you are moving out of the parish or out of state and www.ststephentinley.com

will become inactive, please contact the parish office. Also, please let the parish office know if
your mailing address, email address, or phone number has changed. This simple act reduces
returned mail and saves the parish money on mailings.

E-giving: Parishioners are encouraged to make automatic donations through GiveCentral.org

Donations through GiveCentral are processed via your credit card or bank card at the time

and frequency you choose. Visit our website ststephentinley.com and click on the “Support” @StStephenTinley
tab, select “Sunday Giving” then “Donate Now with Give Central.”

ACH Bank Transfers—St. Stephen accepts ACH Bank Transfer donations through Byline Bank.

To proceed, you can pick up an authorization form at the parish office or find it online under N

the support tab. You will need to return the signed authorization form along with a voided Ynu

check to the parish office. Offertory Envelopes—Registered parishioners can elect to

receive offertory envelopes. Envelope packets are mailed out every other month. If you

would like to receive envelopes, please contact our business manager, Jay Castrogiovanni, in st. Stephen Tinley Park, IL
the parish office.

Operations Director Pastoral Assistant. Q ﬂ OCknOte

Jay Castrogiovanni x138 Barbara Black

. StStephenTinley.com
castro@ststephentinley.com barbara@ststephentinley.com P v
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Ab JOHN'S PAINTING & REMODELING
‘A « Baths ¢ Kitchens ¢ Basements ¢ Drywall/Plaster Repair
nﬁ * Interior/Exterior Painting « Hardwood Floors - Refinish or Install
* Handyman Service Licensed & Insured Parishioner Discount
Free Estimates John Lonosky 708-268-5666 s
' Open 7 Days 6am -4 pm
LOVING N 20594 S. LaGrange Rd.
a2 815.469.7530
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40 Years Experience
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Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

=

FREE

_»-X AD DESIGN

with purchase
y of this space

#4 CALL
'd 800-950-9952

MARTIN
_ PTASINSKI

mowie po polsku

VIKING

ROOFING Attorney  708-467-0000
708.425.8786 Wills - Trusts - Closings

LENTRAL
SOD FARMS, INC. BRABEC

Wholesale « Retail LAW OFFICES

At Rte. 30 (Lincoln Hwy.) & Harlem
Frankfort X rreyy Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

/NITHLETRC | Rt et

* Wills e Trusts
Sports & Orthopedic Physical Therapy | ® Estates
Thomas G. Mulvey, M.S., P.T. | # Civil Litigation
11140 W. 179th St., Orland Pk.

708.960.0580
708-478-7225 708-478-7226 |  brabeclaw@gmail.com

4004 W. 111th St., Dak Lawn 18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood
708-424-4047 708-424-4025 | Www.LawDHicesOfThomasBrabec.com

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELE.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

= Paid training = Some travel
= Work-life balance

* Full-Time with benefits

= Serve your community

Ed the Plumber

P GORALSKO CHATA™
12333 S. HARLEM

Prices Right on Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

* Furnaces * Central Air
* Hot Water Tanks

* Boilers

* Electrical # Plumbing

ner. sve.108.229.8505

Emer. Svc.

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices
DENMMIS
PLUMBING
Ask for a

PARISHIONER

EMERGENCY
708.420.0806 ~'scrvice
www.demmisplumbing.com

E.Ei & SEWER
DISCOUNT

. .lﬂfilfl’ b\

Ed the Carpenter

708.652.14944
Best Work - Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Franciscan

,
|]’u| RE PaLos HEIGHTS

&4 708.942.3688

HIGHLANDERHOUSERESTAURANT.COM

TR

HEALTH
INSPIRING HEALTH

AD DESIGN

with purchase

)‘ of this space

CALL
' ‘ 800-950-9952
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® Fire Safety

(@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 ® www.4lpi.com

Ss. Stephen Deacon & Martyr Catholic Church, Tinley Park, IL
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WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
+ Paid training * Some travel
= Work-life balance
+ Full-Time with benefits
* Serve your community

merit

INSURANCE GROUP

—

CRESTWOOD, IL 60445
(708) 439-4447  robert@alldaycomfortl.com

Parishioner

Tinley Park

COLONIAL CHAPEL

FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL HOME
PRIVATE ON-SITE CREMATORY

Ed Damstra & Mark Birmingham, Directors
15525 S. 73rd Ave. (155th & Harlem)
Orland Park
708-532-5400 ¢ Colonialchapel.com

MicHAEL E. KigscH, D.D.S.
MicHAEL KigkscH, JR. D.D.S.
. AN Famiy & CosMETIC DENTISTRY
L3 & & Evening & Saturday Hours Available

New Patients Welcome
8650 W. 159th St. Orland Park (708) 460-1702

Moving Services Inc
Thomas Callaghan

Sales Representative

cesdU.com

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

e Gt 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

=¥
833-287-3502 ﬂ' g_\

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

STATE FARM INSURANCE

StateFarm PATRICK
MURPHY

Agent, Parishioner

708-479-6800

9405 Bormet Dr., Ste. 2 - Mokena
www.patrickmurphyinsurance.com
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