
 

Parish Office 
Phone ................................... (701) 223-3606 
Hours (Mon.-Fri.) ............... 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Education Office ............................ 258-5692 
Fax ................................................. 223-5783 
E-mail .......... ascension@midconetwork.com 
Web .......................... ascensionbismarck.org 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Msgr. Jim Braaten…………..….Pastor 
Ray Grabar……………………………Deacon 
Tony Finneman………………………Deacon 
Doyle Schulz…………………………Deacon 
Beth Kathol…...…Parish Business Manager 
Kathy Lewis………………... Music & Liturgy 
Jan Sitter………………………...Bookkeeper 
Jessica Mattson
Julie Luger & Rita Ritter ........... Secretaries 
Bob Urlacher………………….  Maintenance 

 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
Saturday ........................................... 5:00 pm 
Sunday ...................... 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am 
Weekdays (Mon.-Fri.) ....................... 8:00 am 
Holy Days ....................... 8:00 am & 7:00 pm 
 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation 
Tuesday-Friday ........... Before 8:00 am Mass 
Saturday .................................. 3:30-4:30 pm  
 
Baptisms 
Please call the Parish Office to schedule.     
If possible, contact the office three months 
prior to the due date. 
 
Marriage 
Arrangements are to be made with the 
Pastor at least nine months prior to the 
wedding. 
 

Newcomers 

Welcome to the Parish!  
Contact the Parish Office to register. 

As a people of God, of Ascension Catholic 

Parish, we are united by Baptism and 

committed to meeting the needs of our 

faith community. In union with the whole 

Church, we will build the Kingdom of 

God by proclaiming the Good News, 

worshipping God, creating community, 

and promoting social justice. 

1825 SOUTH 3RD STREET • BISMARCK, ND 58504 

Ascension C H U R C H  O F  T H E  

April 8, 2018 



FaithFormationNews 

KNOW YOUR FAITH TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Answer to last week’s question:    In which country is Latin the primary language one would see on the ATM’s? 
                  Vatican City  
 
Look for the answer to the following question in next week’s bulletin: 
Question:  Who are the men in colorful uniforms who have been responsible for the personal 
     safety of the Pope since 1506? 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL   
Cathedral, St. Anne’s and Ascension parishes will be hosting a Cat Chat VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL, June 4-7 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm at the Church of the Ascension!   VBS is for        
children entering Kindergarten through 5th grade this upcoming fall.  Registration is       
now open.  We encourage families to register online at www.ascensionbismarck.org.   
Registration forms will also be available at the parish office and in the church foyer.  Cost 
is $30 per child.  Registrations and payment are due Wednesday, May 2nd. 
 
Our theme this year is “A Wilderness Adventure Through the Sacraments:  Jesus in My 
Heart!”  The seven sacraments are the heart of the life of the Catholic Church.  Children 

will have the opportunity during VBS to explore each of the sacraments through song, games, snacks, crafts and faith lessons.  The   
sacraments lead us to our ultimate goal which is heaven! 
 
Volunteers are needed to help with VBS.  We are in need of current 5th grade to 12th grade students to serve as Crew Leaders and 
adults to serve as Station Leaders.  Please contact Beth Kathol at bkathol@ascensionbismarck.org or call the parish office at 223-3606  
if you can help out or if you would like more information. 

1ST COMMUNION PRACTICE                                                                                                 
Wednesday, April 11th at 7:00 pm in the Church      

All students preparing to make their 1st Holy Communion on Saturday, April 14th, are required to come 
with at least one parent to practice on Wednesday, April 11th.  They will not have to attend their regular 
Faith Formation class this evening, but students in all other grades will still come as normal. 

FAITH FORMATION GRILL-OUT 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11/4:45 TO 6:45 PM IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM 
All Faith Formation families and parishioners are invited to have supper together here at Ascension before or after their child’s Faith 
Formation class.  This meal is generously provided by our Knights of Columbus council and is a free-will offering.  Leave the cooking to 
us and come enjoy a family meal together!  

 

April 8, 2018 
2:00 pm 

Church of the Ascension 
Please come to receive God’s mercy and His promise 

of forgiveness and love.  Join us on Divine Mercy 
Sunday for our Divine Mercy Liturgy.   

The Liturgy will include Exposition, Benediction, and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 

http://www.ascensionparish.org


 5:00 PM 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 11:00 AM 

Extraordinary  
Minister of  
Holy Communion 

Sahlenia Braun—Plate 
Ellen Holt—Plate 
Meredith Holt—Plate** 
Renee Jangula—Plate** 
Carol Preskey—Cup 
Loretta Scherr—Cup 
Bob Scherr—Cup 

John Bitz—Plate 
Ellen Klein—Plate** 
Rose Senger—Plate** 
Pete Baumgartner—Cup 

Fred Frank—Plate 
Bobbie Grassel—Plate 
Cathy Hruby—Plate 
Scott LeBlanc—Plate 
Danita Deichert—Cup 
Josh Hager—Cup** 
Deb Salwei—Cup** 

Rosie Dingus—Plate 
John Knox—Plate 
Kiaya Schwab—Plate 
Melanie Schwab—Plate 
Catherine Erickson—Cup 
Grady Martin—Cup** 
John Paul Martin—Cup** 

Hospitality 

Joletta Kern 
JoAnn Mahlmann 
Aaron Mahlmann** 
Kendall Preskey 

Jan Daffinrud** 
Terry Daffinrud 
Kelvin Kosse 
Dorothy Kosse 

Val Frank 
Gene Jordan 
Eric Miller** 
Lindsay Miller 

Steven Berg** 
Genny Berg 
Levi Bitz 
VOLUNTEER 

Lector 
1st Communicants Rita Ritter Denise Jordan Al Dolajak 

Altar Server 
Rita Braun 
Katrice Kern 

Karston Kellar 
VOLUNTEER 

Audrey Vetter 
Brandon Vetter 

Ethan Tena 
Nathan Tena 

Video/Audio Operator 

 
Michael Kern Nancy Hoselton Mark Malm Kiaya Schwab 

Music Ministry 
Mary Bachmeier 
Kathy Lewis 

Vicki Martel 
Sally Dasinger 

Caritas  
Kathy Lewis 

Keven and Kristi Wanner 

Liturgical Ministers:  April 14th and 15th, Third Sunday of Easter 

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY CLEAN-UP 
With spring’s arrival, we will 
begin our spring cleaning at the 
cemetery.  Over the winter, there 
have been many things placed  
on the graves.  The rules of the 
cemetery state all things placed 
on graves, except one week     
before and one week after         
Memorial Day, must be in a vase, 
attached to the headstone base or to the headstone itself.  This      
includes solar lights, etc.  We will be removing all items that do 
not meet the criteria after April 15th so we can complete our 
spring cleanup.  If you have any questions, you may contact  
Deacon Rex McDowall, Cemetery Manager, by email at 
mcdowall@midco.net or his cell at 426-2097. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you 
for your generous contributions to our 29th Annual African 
Mission Appeal which was held in our parishes on March 3rd 
and 4th.   
 Your kind gift, helped make this year’s appeal a          
tremendous success.  Because of your remarkable           
generosity,  we will be able to continue our expanded     
programs and services that are making an incredible impact 
on the lives of the Aids orphans we are assisting.   
 The money collected for the African Mission      
Appeal supports our missionary activity in Kisii, Kenya, East 
Africa.  You can be very proud of all the missionary work 
that we are able to accomplish because of your generosity.  
On behalf of our poor brothers and sisters and all the      
orphaned children you will be helping this year, I offer my 
heartfelt thank you. 
 I hope you get a chance to read about the exciting    
ministry that Fr. David Morman is accomplishing in the   
Dakota Catholic Action newspaper.  The informative articles 
describe  the wonderful work and ministry made possible by 
your contributions.  More information can also be found on 
our diocesan website and the African Mission Facebook 
page.  
 Once again, I thank each and every one of you who   
supported our African Mission Appeal.  You are faithful and    
generous stewards. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Most Reverend David D. Kagan 
Bishop of Bismarck    

BUSINESS MANAGER POSITION 
St. Hildegard Parish in Menoken 
and Sacred Heart Parish in Wilton 
are seeking a qualified applicant for 
the Business Manager position.  
The qualifications include a Catholic 
in good standing, extensive        
computer usage with good knowledge of bookkeeping and     
Microsoft Office software.  Must successfully complete the     
Diocese of Bismarck background check.  The position is 40 hours 
per week with health care, 401K, vacation and sick leave         
benefits.  For more information, contact Fr. Frank Schuster at 
673-3177.  To apply send a cover letter and resume to Fr. Frank 
Schuster, St. Hildegard Parish, 17200 Highway 10, Menoken ND 
58558-9604 or email to padre@bektel.com. 

Ascension Parish 
Collected $5,518! 



TimeTalent&Treasure 

Prayer Line 
Call the Parish Office at 223-3606 or Pauline Mueller at  
226-9471.  The Prayer Line is a group of parishioners who 
pray for requested intentions.  The names of those requests 
and/or the intentions are not made public.  Names of 
people listed in the bulletin have given permission to use 
their name. 

John W. Bitz, Mildred Schall, Marjorie Bitz,     
Jerry Feist, Larry Sackman, Don Hopfauf,  
Michelle Niska, Viola Bitz,  Bill Feist, Richelle 
Knudson, Dennis Barnhardt, Juleen Cunningham 

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS 

ParishCalendar 

WEEK COLLECTIONS BUDGET 

March 25, 

2018 

$15,781.22 $13,002.00 

April 1,      

2018 

$20,173.12 $13,002.00 

Fiscal Year 

to Date 

$557,976.24 $520,080.00 

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE FUND 

March 2018 Collections             $2,447.00 

POOR FUND DONATIONS 

March 2018 Collections  $3,729.30 

On this Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, 
what we hear in the Word of the Lord enforces what we 
need to believe. It has a lot to do with the idea of 
stewardship. Some of what we hear is often misinterpreted. 
The First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles points out 
about the early Christian community: “The community of 
believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed 
that any of his or her possessions was his own, but they had 
everything in common.” This is a sign of unity, the kind of 
unity we as a faith community are striving to achieve. The 
bottom line is that those in the community regarded people 
more important than things. Is that not what Christ expects 
of us?  That community recognized that God was the 
granter and the owner of absolutely everything. Because 
the Lord had touched them so deeply, they found it easier 
to share. The misinterpretation often comes because some 
say, “That sounds like communism or socialism.” 
Communism maintains that “What is yours is mine; if you 
do not share it, I will take it.” The early Christian community 
said, “What is mine is yours; I will share it.” It is a bit of a 
different viewpoint.  In fact it is stewardship. We must 
remember that these people knew and were following the 
Apostles, who received this gift from the Lord: “As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them.” And that is 
mercy. 

Monday,   April 9 
 8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday,  April 10 
 8:00 am †Lorraine Quinlan by Paul & Claudette Maher 
Wednesday, April 11 
 8:00 am  †Maury Krance by Lil Krance 
Thursday, April 12 
 8:00 am  Burchill Family 
Friday, April 13 
       8:00 am Mary Hambree by Leo & Bernie Vetter 
Saturday,  April 14 
 5:00 pm †Lillian Bren by Irene Howard 
Sunday, April 15 
 8:00 am †Fran Braaten by Pete and Dee Baumgartner 
 9:30 am People of the Parish 
    11:00 am †Bernhard and Katie Weigel  
  by Joe and Berna Vetter 

Question of the Week 

 
Adult:  What could you do this week to inspire your family 
to resemble the early Christians more closely? 
 
Child:  What could you and your family do to help others 
who are in need? 

Weekly Schedule 
Monday, April 9 
 8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesday, April 10 
 7:00 pm Knights of Columbus meeting 
Wednesday April 11 
 8:30 am Ladies of Ascension meeting 
 12:00 pm Finance Council 
4:00, 5:30, 7:00  Faith Formation Classes 
4:45-6:45 pm Faith Formation Grill-out 
 7:00 pm First Communion Practice in Church 
Saturday April 14 
 5:00 pm First Communion  

Readings for the Week of April 8th 

Sunday: Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/ 

 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31 

Monday:  Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8-9, 10, 11/ 

 Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/ 

 Jn 3:31-36 

Friday:  Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday:  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21 

Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9/ 

 1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48 



LightofChristCatholicSchoolNews 

 

KEEP THE PROMISE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
  

With grateful hearts, we are excited to reach another major benchmark in our Keep the Promise Capital Campaign.  

WE'VE SURPASSED $40 MILLION RAISED TO DATE!  

  

We have been blessed by approximately 1,500 donors that have made a one-time donation or a 3-5 year pledge for our campaign. To 

keep building this momentum, we are setting a big goal and offering this challenge to our friends, family and the community     of 

Bismarck-Mandan...LET'S REACH 2,000 DONORS! If you haven't made a pledge yet, please prayerfully consider joining our     

campaign now.  

  

As a sign of our thanks, there are many ways for your family name or memorial to be recognized at the new SMCHS. You can 

choose if you would like your name on a stadium seat, a chair in the new auditorium or on a window in the new chapel! Please visit 

keepthepromise.net to learn more about all of the donor recognition options available or make a pledge online now. Please call 701-

934-2514 for more details.  

  

Thank you for your prayers and support to keep the promise of Catholic education to the next generation. 

ST. MARY’S CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC NEWS 
The SMCHS “Hammerhead” Steel Drum bands are proud to present their Spring Concert Friday, 

April 13th at 7:00 pm in the SMCHS gymnasium; while, the Blues and Concert Choir will be host-

ing a Vocal Jazz Café on April 11th at 7:00 pm, also at SMCHS. 

 
The SMCHS Music Department cordially invites you to attend the 26th Annual Note-able Feast!  

This event will be held Saturday, May 4th, beginning at 5:30 pm at the Founders Hall on the       

University of Mary campus.  The evening will include a delicious meal, silent and live auction, and 

live music from our very own Vocal Jazz and Jazz Band students.  Please register by April 23rd by 

calling 223-4113 or go online at 

www.lightofchristschools.org/noteable-feast to secure tickets. 

PERU FUNDRAISING FIESTA 
Members of the senior class at St. Mary's Central High School will be hosting a “Peru Fundraising   

Fiesta” on Sunday, April 15th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the SMCHS Lunchroom.   Celia Sattler, 

who will be cooking this authentic Mexican dinner, has also generously offered to sell her world fa-

mous salsa, refried beans and Mexican rice. There will be a limited amount of items sold, so be sure to 

come early. All proceeds will be evenly distributed to all of the students who will be going to Peru for a 

mission trip in July. 

Beef Brisket Dinner 

 

St. Anne’s Church 

 

TODAY, April 8th 

 

4:00 to 6:30 pm 

 

Sponsored by St. Anne’s Knights of Columbus 

 

To benefit KC Charities 

Pinochle Card Party 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 

 

TODAY, April 8th  

 

1:00 to 5:00 pm 

 

$5.00 Entrance Fee. . . .Prize for top score 

 

Lunch served following the games 



CommunityNews&Events 

DR. TIMOTHY GRAY AT ST. MARY’S PAR-

ISH 
Dr. Timothy Gray, President of the Augustine 

Institute, will be in the Diocese of Bismarck 

for the Spring Clergy Conference.  He has 

agreed to do an evening audience for the gen-

eral    public to speak on Scripture.  He will be 

at    St. Mary’s Church on Tuesday, April 

10th.  Mass will be at 7:00 pm, and his presen-

tation will follow at approximately 7:45 pm.  

WINE TASTING EVENT 
The 6th Annual Amici Del Vino Wine 

Tasting Event, hosted by Court St. Cecelia 

Catholic Daughters of America, will be 

held Friday, April 13th at the Mandan 

Moose from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  Lots of 

food, door prizes, and fun!  Also a Chinese 

silent auction and 50/50 raffle.  Tickets are 

$30 and sold only in advance, not at the 

door.  Contact Sandy at 391-4190 or Bonnie at 663-5305 for 

UNIVERSITY OF MARY WELCOMES DAUGHTER OF ST. GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA 
Dr. Gianna Emanuela Molla, who is the daughter of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla, will share her mother’s 

memory, example, testimony and spirituality with the public at the University of Mary’s annual Vocations 

Jamboree April 17-19.  She will give a keynote address on Wednesday, April 18th at 7:30 pm in the new 

Founders Hall inside the Lumen Vitae University Center.  This is free and open to the public.  People          

interested in attending are encouraged to register at www.umary.edu/vocjam. 

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY 
What is the Meaning and Purpose of My Life?  How Do I Find Happiness and Fulfillment?  If you 

wondering if there’s more to life than just “getting by” and are ready to focus on what really mat-

ters, then discover the extraordinary Catholic teaching known as the Theology of the Body.  It will 

give you a  revolutionary and fulfilling vision for life, as it offers a new way to authentically see  

yourself, your faith, your relationships, and your world.  Given to us by Pope John Paul II, the    

Theology of the Body is renewing  marriages, awakening vocations, healing deep personal wounds, 

and setting people free to live the life of greatness to which we are all called.  In An     introduction 

to the Theology of the Body:  Discovering the Master Plan for Your Life, an adult faith formation program, renowned author and 

theologian Christopher West unfolds God’s extraordinary plan for all of humanity.  If you desire to live out the fullest meaning and 

purpose of your life, then join us for this amazing discovery!  This DVD series will be held Saturday, April 21st from 8:30 am to 

3:00 pm, in the Multi Purpose Room at St. Mary’s Parish.  The cost is $10.  For more information and to register, contact Diane 

Huck at 223-5562 or dianeh@stmarysparishfamily.net. 

Catholic Young Adult Group – April 15th  

Ages 20-35, single or married.  Kids welcome! 

Come and join us for an afternoon of fun! We will also have a guest speaker. 

There will be a potluck supper so please bring a dish to share! 

Gather at Deacon Lance and Anissa Gartner’s home in Glen Ullin at 3 pm CT 

Contact Elizabeth Gardner (701-460-0943) for more information 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES CARITAS AWARD MAY 8th 
Catholic Charities North Dakota will honor Sister Mary Michael, Sister Amal Grace, and Sister Josephine for the 2018 Bismarck    

Caritas Award because of their outstanding service, love and respect for humanity through their role in expanding the Mother   Tere-

sa Outreach program at Spirit of Life Church in Mandan.  The Sisters have ministered to others by cooking in the Soup Kitchen, by 

distributing food in the Food Pantry, by teaching faith formation in the Parish, and in countless other ways. 

 

The Caritas Award Luncheon will be held on Tuesday, May 8th from 11:30-1:00 pm at Spirit of Life Church in Mandan.  Please 

RSVP no later than April 30th with the attendee(s) name and contact information to dinner@catholiccharitiesnd.org, at 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org, or call 701-235-4457. 

 

The Caritas Award is given annually to persons or organizations in recognition of outstanding service and love for humanity. The 

purpose of the Caritas Award is to recognize an individual or organization who has, by example and deed, served persons in need 

and advocated for justice and convened other persons of good will to do the same in a manner consistent with Catholic Social Teach-

ing. 

mailto:dinner@catholiccharitiesnd.org
http://www.CatholicCharitiesND.org

