
- November 15, 2020 - 

PARISH OFFICE  
1905 South 3rd Street 
Bismarck, ND 58504 
p: (701) 223-3606  fax: 223-5783  
e: ascension@midconetwork.com  
w: ascensionbismarck.org  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm    
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 Noon 
 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES  
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00,  9:30, & 11:00 am 
Tue.-Fri.  8:00 am 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Tues.-Fri.   7:30-7:50 am 
Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm  

PASTORAL STAFF  
Rev. Msgr. Jim Braaten   Pastor 
Doyle Schulz  Deacon   
John Paul Martin Deacon 
Beth Kathol                 Business Mgr.   
Blane Schriock  Faith Formation 
Julie Ternes  Music & Liturgy 
Jan Sitter   Bookkeeper 
Julie Luger    Secretary             
Rita Ritter  Secretary 
Bob Urlacher   Maintenance 
                                                      

NEWCOMERS  
Contact the Parish Office or go online to 
register.  Welcome to the parish! 

OUR MISSION 
As a people of God, of Ascension  
Catholic Parish, we are united by 
Baptism and committed to meeting  
the needs of our faith community.   
In union with the whole Church, we will 
build the Kingdom of God by 
proclaiming the Good News,  
worshipping God, creating  
community, and promoting social 
justice.  
 

BAPTISMS 
Contact the parish office three  
months in advance to schedule. 
  

WEDDINGS 
Call the Pastor nine months prior to the 
wedding date to make arrangements. 



ASCENSION CATHOLIC CHURCH 

                                                                                                                             
LECTIO DIVINA—Divine Reading                                                                                                                                                                                
Learning How to Pray with Scripture                                                                                                                                           
In studying and praying with the Word of God in Scripture, we grow so much closer to Jesus and come to know His voice speaking to 
us in our lives. But for those of us who are new to praying with Scripture or are not sure where to start in building our relationship 
with God, a good place is with the ancient Christian practice of Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina is Latin for "Divine Reading" and is simply 
a particular way of praying with Scripture and connecting with God through His Word. Lectio Divina has been used by Christians 
since the early days of the Church and is a particular spiritual exercise very common with Benedictine monks and nuns.  

This form of prayer is different from reading the Bible for study or analysis. Rather the passage is read as the living Word of God, 
through which He can speak into your heart.  

Lectio Divina is a process of reading, reflecting, responding, and resting in a particular piece of Scripture. It’s a way to engage God in 
a conversation and listen for His words to you, allowing the “ear of your heart” to listen for God’s still small voice. You can do this for 
less than five minutes or for however long you feel called to enter into this time of prayer with God. As you become more familiar 
with Lectio Divina, slowly increase the amount of time you spend with it; you will be surprised just how much God can do in your life 
if you spend quality time with Him in Scripture every day!  

" Seek in reading and you will find in meditation; knock in prayer                                                                                              
 and it will be opened to you in contemplation."                                                                                                             

~ St. John of the Cross explaining the four steps of Lectio Divina ~  

Getting Ready: Choose a passage of scripture. You can use any Scripture for Lectio Divina, most especially the Gospel stories.       
Remember, though, this isn’t a study exercise, so you don’t need a whole chapter or lengthy passage. A short passage or even a  
single verse or two is sufficient. Find yourself a quiet place to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to guide your heart during Lectio.  

STEP 1: Read the verse slowly, several times, listening with the “ear of the heart.” Is there a word or phrase that begins to stand 
out to you and catches your eye? Anything that makes you pause for a second while reading the passage? The word or phrase 
that grabs your heart/attention may not be the main idea of the passage. Listen and be open to how God wants to use his Word 
to speak into your heart. Begin to repeat that word or phrase over and over slowly, soaking your heart in the words. 

STEP 2: Reflect and meditate on the words you heard in the Scripture passage, attentive to what speaks to your heart. Ponder what 
these words or phrases that caught your attention mean for your life. What hope or encouragement do these words bring to 
you? What next step do you feel God may be asking you to take? 

STEP 3: Respond in prayer to what you heard from God via the Scripture passage and how the words spoke to your heart. Share 
your heart with God in prayer, responding to his Word by telling Him everything that you are thinking, feeling, going through, 
etc. Offer up a prayer of praise, thanksgiving, or petition, depending on how you’re moved. 

STEP 4: Rest in God and contemplate His words for your life. Sit in the silence and just “be” with God for a while. Open your heart to 
God’s presence and allow His words to fill your soul. You may want to journal your experience so you can see how God is continually 
moving in your life over time, this will help you become familiar with His voice. 

If you have any questions or need more information on Faith Formation, please contact Blane Schriock,                                              
Director of Faith Formation, at bschriock@ascensionbismarck.org or call the Parish Office. 

FAITH FORMATION 

 5:00 pm 8:00am 9:30am 11:00am 

Hospitality Josh Hager** 
Ellen Holt 
Joletta Kern 
Conni Schafer 

Greg Power** 
Steve Ritter 
Rita Ritter 
VOLUNTEER 

Joan Kaiser** 
Tim Kaiser 
Bob Heringer 
Virgil Case 

Gregg Kathol** 
Pam Bryan  
Bill Bryan 
Elsie Seeberg 

Lector Daniel Cahoon Rita Ritter Jean Kraft Bev Charles 

Altar Server Jenny Celley Blaise Kathol Cooper Weidner Mark Seidling 

Video/Audio 
Operator 

Brandon Holt Nancy Hoselton Edmund Peliska Dave Charles 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: NOVEMBER 21ST & 22ND:  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 



                                               

BISMARCK DIOCESE JOB OPENING                                                                                                                                           
The Diocese of Bismarck has an opening for a part-time cook to work one weekday (8-10 hours) per week at the Emmaus Place, a 
priest retirement facility in Bismarck.  Major job duties include preparing and serving of meals for the residents and clean-up.   Must 
possess a valid driver’s license and have the ability to lift and carry 20 pounds.  Prior cooking knowledge and experience is desirable.  
Please submit a cover letter, resume, three references  and an application for employment (found at www.bismarckdiocese.com), to 
Denise Jordan at  djordan@bismarckdiocese.com or PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502.   

 

40 HOURS DEVOTION EVENT AT THE CATHEDRAL                                                                                                              
As part of the celebration of its 75th anniversary, the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit will have a 40 Hours Devotion on November 20, 21, 
and 22.  This is a special 40-hour period of continuous prayer made before the Blessed Sacrament in solemn exposition.  Of course, 
the focus of this devotion is on the Holy Eucharist.  It gives us time to deepen our appreciation of the importance of the mystery of 
the Eucharist in our lives.  The event includes Eucharistic Adoration in the main church, Masses, and confessions; Fr. Brian Gross will 
lead a parish mission with a series of homilies on the Eucharist.  All are welcome to attend as much of the 40 Hours as their schedule 
permits.  Adoration during this event is open to everyone in the Diocese of Bismarck.  At least two adorers are needed for each hour 
during the three-day period.  Go to cathedralparish.com for a full schedule and to sign up for adoration or call the parish office at              
223-1033.  This is a great time to give thanks for all of our blessings and to prepare our hearts for Advent.       

                                                                                                                                                                                                           
THANKSGIVING FOR VOCATIONS RAFFLE                                                                                                                               
The Thanksgiving for Vocations raffle is being hosted by the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club.  Since we cannot have our annual vocation 
breakfast during these times, we are having a raffle!  The money raised goes directly to area religious vocation directors to                           
supplement their vocation budgets.  Tickets are $5 each.  The excellent prizes include a $1,000 scholarship to any K-12 Catholic 
school, $1,000 cash, $500 cash, 2 $500 gift cards, and 5 $100 cash awards.  The drawing will be Friday, December 4, 2020, at 1:00 pm 
at Mocha Momma’s in Gateway Mall.  Contact Dan Mayo at 258-1404, Shelly Vecchia at 391-6827, or Pete Deichert at 391-4201 for  
tickets.  Visit BisManSerra.com for more information and a list of our generous donors.                                                                                                                   

COMMUNITY NEWS 

PARISH NEWS 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Ascension Parishioners 

Please accept the gratitude of your Social Concerns Committee. We were able to donate 144 blankets and fabric for several more                      
to the Children’s Advocacy Center!  You are amazing!  The CAC was grateful for our donation in their time of need.                                                                 

Ascension Church is blessed to have such kind and generous parishioners. Thank you very much! 

http://www.bismarckdiocese.com
mailto:djordan@bismarckdiocese.com


 
Monday,  November 16 
8:30 am  Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesday, November 18 
12:00 Noon Finance Council meeting 
4, 5:30, & 7:00 All Faith Formation Sessions 
7:00 pm  Six Weeks with The Bible 
Thursday, November 19 
8:45 am  Six Weeks with The Bible 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

                                                

Adults:  What gifts have you not developed as you had 
hoped?  What could you still do? 

Kids:  What gift has God given you?  What do you want to do 
with it? 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

PRAYER LINE 
Call the Parish Office at 223-3606 or Pauline Mueller at         
226-9471. The Prayer Line is a group of parishioners who 
pray for requested intentions. The names of those requests 
are not made public. Names of people listed in the bulletin 
have given permission to use their names.              
 Marjorie Bitz            Richelle Knudson                                                          
Dennis Barnhardt          Lorie Hopfauf     Viola Bitz 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC CHURCH 

                                                                                                                             
Monday,  November 16 
8:00 am  Communion Service 
Tuesday, November 17 
8:00 am  No Mass 
10:30 am Funeral Mass for Carol Metzger 
Wednesday, November 18 
8:00 am  No Mass 
Thursday, November 19 
8:00 am  No Mass 
Friday,  November 20 
8:00 am  No Mass 
10:00 am Funeral Mass for Fay Krumwiede 
Saturday, November 21 
5:00 pm  †Jon Aman by Mary Leingang 
Sunday,  November 22 
8:00 am  †Larry Sackman, †Jeff Vasichek, and 
  †Caroline Glovich 
  by Kathleen Sackman & Family 
9:30 am  Eileen Moser by Joe & Berna Vetter 
11:00 am People of the Parish 

MASS INTENTIONS 

WEEK COLLECTIONS BUDGET 

November 8, 
2020 

$15,747.50 $14,343.00 

Fiscal Year  
to Date 

$227,409.12 $272,517.00 

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

donated by                               
Doug and Della Rae Granrud                                    

in loving memory                                      
of his parents,                        

Dale and Marie Granrud.                                            

Thank you! 




