
- November 22, 2020 - 

PARISH OFFICE  
1905 South 3rd Street 
Bismarck, ND 58504 
p: (701) 223-3606  fax: 223-5783  
e: ascension@midconetwork.com  
w: ascensionbismarck.org  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm    
Friday 8:30 am-12:00 Noon 
 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES  
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00,  9:30, & 11:00 am 
Tue.-Fri.  8:00 am 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Tues.-Fri.   7:30-7:50 am 
Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm  

PASTORAL STAFF  
Rev. Msgr. Jim Braaten   Pastor 
Doyle Schulz  Deacon   
John Paul Martin Deacon 
Beth Kathol                 Business Mgr.   
Blane Schriock  Faith Formation 
Julie Ternes  Music & Liturgy 
Jan Sitter   Bookkeeper 
Julie Luger    Secretary             
Rita Ritter  Secretary 
Bob Urlacher   Maintenance 
                                                      

NEWCOMERS  
Contact the Parish Office or go online to 
register.  Welcome to the parish! 

OUR MISSION 
As a people of God, of Ascension  
Catholic Parish, we are united by 
Baptism and committed to meeting  
the needs of our faith community.   
In union with the whole Church, we will 
build the Kingdom of God by 
proclaiming the Good News,  
worshipping God, creating  
community, and promoting social 
justice.  
 

BAPTISMS 
Contact the parish office three  
months in advance to schedule. 
  

WEDDINGS 
Call the Pastor nine months prior to the 
wedding date to make arrangements. 



ASCENSION CATHOLIC CHURCH 

                                                                                                                             
NO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES—NOVEMBER 25TH                                                                                                           
On Wednesday, November 25th, there will be no Faith Formation Classes for any of the session times due to                          
Thanksgiving break. May all of our students, catechists, and Faith formation families enjoy Thanksgiving together                   
with their families and loved ones! Classes will resume on Wednesday, December 2nd for all class sessions.  

CATHOLIC ORIGINS OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                             
The history books will tell you that the first Thanksgiving was celebrated by the pilgrims in the year 1621 at Plymouth 
Rock, but this is not entirely true! In 1621, the Plymouth colonists and Wampanoag Native Americans did indeed share 
an autumn harvest feast that is acknowledged today as ONE of the first Thanksgiving celebrations in the colonies, but it 
is not THE first Thanksgiving celebration that took place in the colonies. The first Thanksgiving was actually celebrated on 
September 8th, 1565 in St. Augustine, Florida. It is here at this location and time that the Native Americans and Spanish 
settlers held an autumn feast together, and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was offered!  

At Mass we say that we celebrate the Eucharist together, but what does that really mean? The word "Eucharist" that we 
use comes from a Greek word called "Eucharistia", a word which literally translates to "Thanksgiving". When we are at 
Mass together, we are celebrating in thanksgiving the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ which was offered up for us on the 
cross, the same Body and Blood which is truly present in the Holy Eucharist. Thus, the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ is 
the true "Thanksgiving Meal" that brings us together in a community of Faith.  

But the Catholic origins of Thanksgiving do not stop there! 

It was in the early 17th century that a tribe of Native Americans came into contact with some of the earliest English    
colonists in the Americas. One of these Native Americans, a boy named Tisquantum (whom we affectionately now know 
as "Squanto"), was captured by the English and was raised so that he could serve as an interpreter between the English 
and Native American tribes. But in the year 1614, he was taken to Spain to be sold as a slave. Found out by some                   
Spanish Catholic Franciscan friars, the boy was rescued and then was educated in the Catholic Faith, after which he was 
then baptized a Catholic. As a free man, Squanto wanted to return home and eventually found a ship in England in 1619 
that would take him back to the Massachusetts colony.  

Just a year later in 1620, a new colony was founded at Plymouth Rock. These new pilgrims arrived with very little food 
and were  unprepared for the harsh winter that they now had to endure. Squanto, who now spoke fluent English and 
was well versed in English culture, reached out to these new pilgrims so to help them build better housing and taught 
them how to grow food in their new environment. He befriended the Pilgrims and became an important part of their 
community. A few years later, Squanto fell gravely ill and was dying. At the end of his life, Squanto asked for his new 
friends to pray for him so that he could go to Heaven and be with God.  

If you have any questions or need more information on Faith Formation,                                                       
please contact Blane Schriock,  Director of Faith Formation,                                                                 

at bschriock@ascensionbismarck.org or call the Parish Office. 

FAITH FORMATION 

 5:00 pm 8:00am 9:30am 11:00am 

Hospitality Bernie Ficek** 
Char Ficek 
Aaron Mahlmann 
Josh Hager 

Brian Schumacher** 
Larry Slabik 
Steve Ritter 
Rita Ritter 

Troy Walker** 
Dina Walker 
Shirley Schaffner 
Andy Schaffner 

Bill Bryan** 
Pam Bryan 
Luke Seidling 
Margaret Kathol 

Lector Irene Howard Donna Davidson Kaye Andersen Al Dolajak 

Altar Server Hutch Hager Blaise Kathol Grace Haider Mark Seidling 

Video/Audio 
Operator 

Brenda Muscha Lauren Weigel Mike Luger Dave Charles 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: NOVEMBER 28TH & 29TH:  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 
Monday,  November 23 
8:30 am  Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesday, November 25 
  NO Faith Formation Sessions 
Friday,  November 27 
  Office Closed 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

                                                

Adults:  In what ways is Jesus the ruler of your life? 

Kids:  How can you show that you honor Jesus as the king of 
your life? 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC CHURCH 

                                                                                                                             
Monday,  November 23 
8:00 am  Communion Service 
Tuesday, November 24 
8:00 am  †Philip G & Anna Mary Miller 
  by George & Leona Kuntz 
Wednesday, November 25 
8:00 am  Musicians of Ascension parish 
Thursday, November 26, Thanksgiving 
8:00 am  Reagan Hilzendeger   
  by Brian & Dawn Hilzendeger 
Friday,  November 27 
8:00 am  †Joseph Johs by Gene & Judy Krebs 
Saturday, November 28 
5:00 pm  †Don & †Shirley Heck and †Jeannie Dunten 
  by Shirley Heck 
Sunday,  November 29 
8:00 am  †Jack & †Helen Sandy 
  by Pete & Dee Baumgartner 
9:30 am  †Margaret Geigle by Arlie & Vicki Reiswig 
11:00 am People of the Parish 

MASS INTENTIONS 

WEEK COLLECTIONS BUDGET 

November 15, 
2020 

Numbers not Available $14,343.00 

Fiscal Year  
to Date 

Numbers not Available $286,860.00 

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

donated by                               
Mike and Julie Luger                                    

in loving memory                                      
of their granddaughter,                        

Sarah Lents.                                             

Thank you! 

                                               

BISMARCK DIOCESE JOB OPENING                                                                                                                                           
The Diocese of Bismarck has an opening for a part-time 
cook to work one weekday (8-10 hours) per week at the 
Emmaus Place, a priest retirement facility in Bismarck.  
Major job duties include preparing and serving of meals 
for the residents and clean-up.   Must possess a valid 
driver’s license and have the ability to lift and carry 20 
pounds.  Prior cooking knowledge and experience is 
desirable.  Please submit a cover letter, resume, three 
references  and an application for employment (found 
at www.bismarckdiocese.com), to Denise Jordan at  
djordan@bismarckdiocese.com or PO Box 1575,        
Bismarck, ND  58502.                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
THANKSGIVING FOR VOCATIONS RAFFLE                                                                                                                               
The Thanksgiving for Vocations raffle is being hosted by 
the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club.  Since we cannot 
have our annual vocation breakfast during these times, 
we are having a raffle!  The money raised goes directly 
to area religious vocation directors to supplement their 
vocation budgets.  Tickets are $5 each.  The excellent 
prizes include a $1,000 scholarship to any K-12 Catholic 
school, $1,000 cash, $500 cash, 2 $500 gift cards, and   
5 $100 cash awards.  The drawing will be Friday,        
December 4, 2020, at 1:00 pm at Mocha Momma’s in 
Gateway Mall.  Contact Dan Mayo at 258-1404, Shelly 
Vecchia at 391-6827, or Pete Deichert at 391-4201 for  
tickets.  Visit BisManSerra.com for more information 
and a list of our generous donors.      

COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Ladies of Ascension are selling one pound 
packages of cashews, almonds, walnuts,      

pecans, mixed nuts, and pistachios.  Please 
visit or contact the Parish Office at 223-3606 

to pick up some nuts for Christmas gifts or 
just to enjoy yourselves.  We will even deliver! 

http://www.bismarckdiocese.com
mailto:djordan@bismarckdiocese.com

